
 
 

Waiting with Contemplation  -  Psalm 27:4-6 
 

OPEN 

 
What is the latest gadget for Christmas 2020?  Technology is ever-increasingly 
more complex.  However, did you know that the technology of 3D film is not all 
that new?  As far back as 1838 Sir Charles Wheatstone invented a device 
called the stereoscope – “when two pictures are viewed stereoscopically, they 
are combined by the brain to produce 3D depth perception….In the late 1890s, 
the British film pioneer William Friese-Greene filed a patent for a 3D movie 
process….and in 1922 the first public 3D movie The Power of Love was 
displayed.”     https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/3D_television 

 
 

DIG 

 
We are not talking about 3D film or television today.  I want to talk to you about 
5D technology.  Our Advent 2020 series is an attempt understand waiting upon 
God.  Our theme is The Wonder of Waiting.  We want to move beyond 
waiting as chronological to waiting that is transformational.  We need to grasp 
how waiting on God is not just about quantity of time but it also the quality of 
our hearts. 

 
Last week we talked about confidence in God and I referenced Abraham and 
Sarah.  In fact, in the first reading of “As We Wait” (available as a Kindle book 
or free email subscription) Tabitha VandenEnden wrote,  
 

For Abram and Sarai, the words of promise came in a bleak and barren time, when 
waiting seemed like an impossible task….God pointed Abram beyond the promise to 
the promise-maker, beyond human control to God Himself....Abram trusted God’s 
promise, but the pain of his present circumstances did not change, at least not right 
away. Like Abram we are called to trust in God’s future even as we live in the 
uncomfortable present. 

The quality we are focusing on today is contemplation. 
 
Gary Thomas writes, “Contemplatives remind us that God does not seek 
obedient but dispassionate servants, but rather a passionate love that is so 
strong it burns all other bonds.”  (Sacred Pathways, Zondervan, 2000, 177) 
 
Richard Foster states the challenge of contemplation quite plainly: 
“Superficiality is the curse of our age.”  He goes on to say, “The materialistic 
base of our age has become so pervasive that it has given people grave 
doubts about their ability to reach beyond the physical world.”  (The 
Celebration of Discipline, Harper & Row, 1988, 1,2) 
 
So…for this characteristic of our faith walk we find some amazing “technology” 
in Psalm 27:4-6.  This is not 3D, or even 4D, but it is 5D!  Here are five 
components of a contemplative life found in our text. 
 
 
[1]  Dwelling in God’s presence – v. 4a 
 
David had a singular focus – “one thing I ask…this is what I seek”.  He longed 
to dwell in “the house of the Lord”.  This is not the Temple, which had not yet 
been built.  And yet, this was also a longing of David, but God chose Solomon 
to build the Temple (see II Samuel 7:1-16).  What David asked for what to be in 
the presence of God.  Do you desire to be present with God – better yet, allow 
Him to presence or “tabernacle” Himself with you?  This is the essence of 
Immanuel’s incarnation – “God with us.” 
 
A song of Ascent reflects this longing to be with God – using the image of 
“waiting”.  “I wait for the LORD, my whole being waits…I wait for the Lord more 
than watchmen wait for the morning.”  (Psalm 130:5-7) 
 
And in David’s words in Psalm 18:6 we read, “But in my distress I cried out to 
the LORD; yes, I prayed to my God for help.  He heard me from his sanctuary; 
my cry to him reached his ears.”  Where was David when God answered Him?  
He was in the place of contemplation – the “sanctuary”. 
 
 
[2]  Delighting in God’s perfection – v. 4b 
 
In verse 4 we see three actions of the contemplative life – longing to dwell 
with, behold, and seek God.  The second action is fully seeing God.  This 
means recognizing the beauty (delightfulness or pleasantness) of God.  How 
often do you contemplate the perfection of God? 
 
Isaiah 64 is a dramatic plea to God for Him to act on behalf of His people.  This 
prayer reflects waiting upon God in contemplation.  “For since the world began, 
no ear has heard and no eye has seen a God like you, who works for those 
who wait for him!” (v.4, NLT)  In Hosea 6:3 we are commanded to “press on” or 
“to chase” to know God.” 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/3D_television
https://www.mbseminary.ca/devotions-sign-up/


Delighting in the perfection of who God is requires time and space.  These two 
precious commodities are often under threat by the pace of modern life…enter 
pandemic restrictions!  How can you use your current context to enter into a 
more contemplative waiting on God? 
 
 
[3]  Discovering God’s person – v. 4c 
 
Closely linked to beholding the beauty of God is “seek[ing God] in His temple”.  
Such seeking is not about a specific “event” or “venue”.  Rather it is serious 
inquiry and meditation.  Meditation is deep, contemplative thinking – which may 
sound intimidating.  Perhaps “discovery” is a helpful alternative.  But the focus 
is the same - God’s nature and person.   
 
Richard Foster notes that the two Hebrew terms for meditation are used 58 
times to convey “listening to [receiving] God’s Word, reflecting on God’s works, 
rehearsing God’s deeds, ruminating on God’s law, and more.” (15) 
 
People who seek to discover God “thrill to God’s Word…chew on Scripture day 
and night.” (Psalm 1:2 MESSAGE) 
 
 
[4]  Depending on God’s protection – v. 5 
 
The next component of waiting on God with contemplation concerns our 
security.  David expressed his confidence in God’s protection.  David had many 
experiences of God as his safety, shelter, and rock.  In 1895, South African 
pastor Andrew Murray (author of Waiting On God) spoke in London’s famed 
Exeter Hall.  One night he received some vicious criticism.  This is how he 
responded: 
  

In time of trouble say:  First, He brought me here; it is by His will I am in this 
strait place: in that fact I will rest.  Next, He will keep me here in His love, 
and give me grace to behave as His child.  Then, He will make the trial a 
blessing, teaching me the lessons He intends me to learn, and working in 
me the grace He means to bestow.  Last, In His good time He can bring me 
out again – how and when He knows.  Let me say I am here (1) by God’s 
appointment (2) in His keeping (3) under His training (4) for His time. 
http://vancechristie.com/2015/08/29/in-time-of-trouble-say-andrew-murray/ 

 
This kind of confidence only comes when one has truly contemplated God! 
  
 
[5]  Declaring God’s praises – v. 6 
 
David’s contemplation of God included the realization of spiritual victory.  And 
where there is victory there is always a song (see Exodus 15).  Consider two 
essential criteria.  First, the song must focus on God.  If contemplation is 
missing, we run the risk of congratulating ourselves! 

Second, the song must “go viral” – “at his tabernacle” suggests public praise.  
But if there is no song in the soul, how will there be a song in the sanctuary?  
The more we contemplate and consider the victorious work of God in our lives, 
the more we are going to be compelled and effective in declaring His praises. 
 
 

REFLECT 

 
What does it mean to be contemplative?  It sounds so out of reach for us in the 
technological age.  The Dutch contemplative Thomas À Kempis who lived in 
medieval times wrote, “A man ought to root himself so firmly in God that he will 
not need the consolations of men.”  (The Imitation of Christ, Bruce 
Publishing, translated1940, 16) 
 
Perhaps you could think of it this way.  Do you only add a little of God as a 
“garnish to your life”?  Or do you enter deeply into relationship with Him, 
allowing Him to fully permeate and “season your life”? 
 
 
 
Reading from contemplative writers… 
 

• Read Andrew Murray’s classic book Waiting On God online 
 

• Check out the blogs and books of writer is Gary Thomas 
 
 
 
Listening to contemplative songs… 
 

• Recorded live in Jerusalem, O Come Emmanuel by Joshua Aaron 
 

• A song of response, I Will Wait For You by Shane & Shane   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Let us find ourselves in the midst of an active longing, 

saying “Come and Transform us Lord Jesus” 

http://vancechristie.com/2015/08/29/in-time-of-trouble-say-andrew-murray/
https://www.turnbacktogod.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/Waiting-On-God-Andrew-Murray.pdf
https://garythomas.com/
https://www.youtube.com/embed/yFoFOZmSIfY?autoplay=1&wmode=transparent&origin=https://ca.video.search.yahoo.com&html5=1&enablejsapi=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8C3WQ1G1Uso

