
the DISCIPLINE of Community







All  the believers devoted themselves 
to the apostles’ teaching, and to 
fel lowship, and to sharing in meals 
( including the Lord’s Supper),  and to 
prayer. A deep sense of awe came 
over them all ,  and the apostles 
performed many miraculous signs 
and wonders. And all  the believers 
met together in one place and 
shared everything they had.



They sold their property and possessions and 
shared the money with those in need. They 
worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in 
homes for the Lord’s Supper, and shared their 
meals with great joy and generosity all the while 
praising God and enjoying the goodwill of all the 
people. And each day the Lord added to their 
fellowship those who were being saved.

Acts 2:42-47



the DISCIPLINE of Community



J o h n  1 3 :  1 - 5 :
B e f o r e  t h e  P a s s o v e r  c e l e b r a t i o n ,  
J e s u s  k n e w  t h a t  h i s  h o u r  h a d  c o m e  
t o  l e a v e  t h i s  w o r l d  a n d  r e t u r n  t o  
h i s  F a t h e r.  H e  h a d  l o v e d  h i s  
d i s c i p l e s  d u r i n g  h i s  m i n i s t r y  o n  
e a r t h ,  a n d  n o w  h e  l o v e d  t h e m  t o  
t h e  v e r y  e n d .  I t  w a s  t i m e  f o r  
s u p p e r,  a n d  t h e  d e v i l  h a d  a l r e a d y  
p r o m p t e d  J u d a s ,  s o n  o f  S i m o n  
I s c a r i o t ,  t o  b e t r a y  J e s u s .



J e s u s  k n e w  t h a t  t h e  F a t h e r  h a d  
g i v e n  h i m  a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  
e v e r y t h i n g  a n d  t h a t  h e  h a d  c o m e  
f r o m  G o d  a n d  w o u l d  r e t u r n  t o  G o d .  
S o  h e  g o t  u p  f r o m  t h e  t a b l e ,  t o o k  
o f f  h i s  r o b e ,  w r a p p e d  a  t o w e l  
a r o u n d  h i s  w a i s t ,  a n d  p o u r e d  
w a t e r  i n t o  a  b a s i n .  T h e n  h e  b e g a n  
t o  w a s h  t h e  d i s c i p l e s ’  f e e t ,  d r y i n g  
t h e m  w i t h  t h e  t o w e l  h e  h a d  a r o u n d  
h i m .



Discrimination 
has no place in 

the church 
community





N o w  J e s u s  w a s  d e e p l y  t r o u b l e d ,  a n d  
h e  e x c l a i m e d ,  I  t e l l  y o u  t h e  t r u t h ,  
o n e  o f  y o u  w i l l  b e t r a y  m e ! ”
T h e  d i s c i p l e s  l o o k e d  a t  e a c h  o t h e r,  
w o n d e r i n g  w h o m  h e  c o u l d  m e a n . T h e  
d i s c i p l e  J e s u s  l o v e d  w a s  s i t t i n g  n e x t  
t o  J e s u s  a t  t h e  t a b l e . S i m o n  P e t e r  
m o t i o n e d  t o  h i m  t o  a s k ,  “ W h o ’ s  h e  
t a l k i n g  a b o u t ? ” S o  t h a t  d i s c i p l e  
l e a n e d  o v e r  t o  J e s u s  a n d  a s k e d ,  
“ L o r d ,  w h o  i s  i t ? ”



Jesus responded, “It is the one to whom I give the 
bread I dip in the bowl.” And when he had dipped it, 
he gave it to Judas, son of Simon Iscariot. When Judas 
had eaten the bread, Satan entered into him. Then 
Jesus told him, “Hurry and do what you’re going to 
do.” None of the others at the table knew what Jesus 
meant. Since Judas was their treasurer, some thought 
Jesus was telling him to go and pay for the food or to 
give some money to the poor. So Judas left at once, 
going out into the night.





As soon as Judas left the room, Jesus said, “The time 
has come for the Son of Man to enter into his glory, 
and God will be glorified because of him. And since 
God receives glory because of the Son, he will give his 
own glory to the Son, and he will do so at once. Dear 
children, I will be with you only a little longer. And as I 
told the Jewish leaders, you will search for me, but 
you can’t come where I am going. So now I am giving 
you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I 
have loved you, you should love each other. Your love 
for one another will prove to the world that you are 
my disciples.”



"Your love for one 
another will prove to 
the world that you are 
my disciples.”



Simon Peter asked, “Lord, where are you going?”
And Jesus replied, “You can’t go with me now, but you 
will follow me later.”
“But why can’t I come now, Lord?” he asked. “I’m 
ready to die for you.”
Jesus answered, “Die for me? I tell you the truth, 
Peter—before the rooster crows tomorrow morning, 
you will deny three times that you even know me.



• Invite everyone over for dinner

• Wash everyone's feet

Jesus



Judas
• Don't leave the dinner table

• Don't hide in darkness

• Confess



Peter
• We mess up, but we can get better

• community welcomes Peter back

• If Peter did it, so can we
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