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St. Mary the Virgin Anglican Church  
The Second Sunday of Advent, December 6, 2020 

 “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.  
All flesh shall see the salvation of God.”  Luke 3.4, 6 

Welcome 

The Parish of St. Mary the Virgin is a member of the Diocese of 
British Columbia and the Anglican Church of Canada. We are 
an inclusive and welcoming parish: the sacraments of the church 
(baptism, communion and marriage) are available to all people 
on equal terms. Christ welcomes you, and so do we. As a parish 
we acknowledge with gratitude that we live, work and play on the 
traditional lands of the Lekwungen speaking people. We commit 
ourselves, as a settler church and people, to continue with our 
First Nations hosts on the journey of truth-telling, healing, and 
reconciliation. 

Advent at St Mary’s 

As we keep one another physically safe, we are also 
seeking ways to celebrate the Hope, Peace, Joy and Love 
of Advent, and the mystery of Christmas. Here are just 
some of the things coming up this month at St Mary’s: 

Advent Music: Live streamed concerts and recordings. 

Community Advent in the Garden: Reflections and prayers 
available to use in the memorial garden at St Mary’s 
each week during Advent, with the chance to add an 
ornament to the lighted crabapple tree. 

Christmas Novena in the Garden: December 16-25, drop in 
during the day to listen to music, readings and prayers 
in the Garden—also available online each day. 

Virtual Christmas Pageant! Details are in the works. 

Keep checking www.stmarysoakbay.ca/advent2020 

http://www.stmarysoakbay.ca/advent2020
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10:00am Service of the Word 

Presider: The Rev’d Canon Craig Hiebert 
Preacher:  The Rev’d Dyan Davison  
Organist: Curt Bergen 
Musicians: The St. Mary Singers, Bob Gill 
Live Stream Manager: Pedro Siqueira 

Note: in the service order, words set in bold italic type are said by the congregation. 

The Community Gathers Before God 

Prelude & Procession  Overture to “Messiah”, G. F. Handel 
Welcome 

Introductory Responses 

Restore us, O Creator of the stars of night;  
show us the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
Will you not give us life again, 
so that your people may rejoice in you? 
Show us your mercy, O God,  
and grant us your salvation.  
Blessed is the Christ who comes in your name!  
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest. 

Centring Stillness 

Let us hold this moment open to the Spirit of God. 
Silence is kept. 

Collect of the Day  

God of hope, you call us from the exile of our sin 
with the good news of restoration; 
you build a highway through the wilderness; 
you come to us and bring us home. 
Comfort us with the expectation of your saving power, 
made known to us in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Revised Common Lectionary Prayers (2002) alt. 
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Lighting the Advent Candle Nathan, William, Samantha Robbins 

In our homes we gather around wreaths 
to pray our lost hopes, broken peace, limited joys, 
and love so hard to find and share in this season of coronavirus. 
We affirm that our candles mean we claim the power to call this season Advent 
when God’s light comes into the world and nothing can overcome it. 
We light the candle of hope…. [the first candle is lit] 
We now light the candle of peace 
in spite of racism, anger, dangerous homes, depression, addiction… 

God’s peace illuminates the possibility 
of reconciliation and healing 
and brightens the path to joy. 
Emmanuel, God be with us, in the week to come, 
lighting hope and peace on the wick of our lives 
so that we may shine on our world. Amen. 

Maren Tirabassi, Gifts in Open Hands 

[Sung] 
O come, O Wisdom from on high, 
who orders all things mightily; 
to us the path of knowledge show, 
and teach us in her ways to go. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
shall come to you, O Israel. 

The Story of Faith is Proclaimed 

Psalm 85. 1-2, 8-13 
Refrain: Show us your mercy, O Lord. 
You have been gracious to your land, O Lord, 
you have restored the good fortune of Jacob. 
You have forgiven the iniquity of your people 
and blotted out all their sins. R 



4 

I will listen to what the Lord God is saying, 
for he is speaking peace to his faithful people 
and to those who turn their hearts to him. 
Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, 
that his glory may dwell in our land. R 
Mercy and truth have met together; 
righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
Truth shall spring up from the earth, 
and righteousness shall look down from heaven. R 
The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, 
and our land will yield its increase. 
Righteousness shall go before him, 
and peace shall be a pathway for his feet. R 

Reading from the Hebrew Scriptures Isaiah 40. 1-11, Bob Gill  
 Comfort, O comfort my people, 
    says your God. 
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
    and cry to her 
that she has served her term, 
    that her penalty is paid, 
that she has received from the Lord’s hand 
    double for all her sins. 
3 A voice cries out: 
‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 
    make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
4 Every valley shall be lifted up, 
    and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, 
    and the rough places a plain. 
5 Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 
    and all people shall see it together, 
    for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’ 
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6 A voice says, ‘Cry out!’ 
    And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’ 
All people are grass, 
    their constancy is like the flower of the field. 
7 The grass withers, the flower fades, 
    when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; 
    surely the people are grass. 
8 The grass withers, the flower fades; 
    but the word of our God will stand for ever. 
9 Get you up to a high mountain, 
    O Zion, herald of good tidings; 
lift up your voice with strength, 
    O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 
    lift it up, do not fear; 
say to the cities of Judah, 
    ‘Here is your God!’ 
10 See, the Lord God comes with might, 
    and his arm rules for him; 
his reward is with him, 
    and his recompense before him. 
11 He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 
    he will gather the lambs in his arms, 
and carry them in his bosom, 
    and gently lead the mother sheep. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Hymn Hark, a Herald Voice is Sounding (108) 
1. Hark, a herald voice is sounding: 

"Christ is nigh," it seems to say. 
"Cast away the dreams of darkness, 
O ye children of the day!" 

2. Wakened by the solemn warning, 
let the earth-bound soul arise; 
Christ our sun, all sloth dispelling, 
shines upon the morning skies. 
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3. Lo, the Lamb, so long expected, 
comes with pardon down from heaven; 
let us all, with deep repentance, 
pray that we may be forgiven, 

4. that when next he comes with glory, 
and the world is wrapped in fear, 
with his mercy he may shield us, 
and with words of love draw near. 

5. Honour, glory, might, and blessing 
to the Father and the Son, 
with the everlasting Spirit, 
while eternal ages run.  

Gospel Mark 1. 1-8 
Before the Gospel is read, the reader says: 

God be with you. 
And also with you. 
The Good News of Jesus according to Mark. 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
2 As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
    who will prepare your way; 
3 the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
    “Prepare the way of the Lord, 
    make his paths straight”’, 
4 John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 5 And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. 6 Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and 
he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8 I have 
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’ 

The Gospel of Christ 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  
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Responding to the Word 

Sermon  
Anthem On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry, Malcom Archer 

Affirming our faith The Apostles Creed 

Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say, 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, (+) the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers for ourselves and the world Bob Gill 

In joyful expectation let us pray to our Saviour and Redeemer: 
Lord, in your mercy,  
Hear our prayer. 
In your prayers this week remember the following: those in need of healing and care, including Brad, Robert, Peter, Leanne, 
Dorothy, Mary, Anne, Rachel, Brynn, Scottie, Vic, and Monty. We pray our diocese of islands and inlets and for Anna, our bishop-
elect, Ansley, our diocesan administrator, Melissa, our Metropolitan, and Linda, our Primate. Pray for the Church of St. Mary, 
Nanoose Bay, and their clergy, Selinde Krayenhoff. Territory of the People Anglican Church, Bishop Lincoln McKoen. Pray for the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada, and Bishop Susan Johnson. In the Church further afield, pray for the The Reformed 
Episcopal Church of Spain (Extra-Provincial to the Archbishop of Canterbury) The Rt. Rev’d Carlos López-Lozano - Bishop of 
Spanish Reformed Episcopal Church. Pray for all who are struggling with isolation during the ongoing pandemic.  

The Lord’s Prayer 

Awaiting his coming in glory 
and gathering our prayers and praises into one,  
let us pray as our Saviour taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
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Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. Amen. 

We Are Sent into the World 

Community notes 

Affirmation 

The congregation stands 

Glory to God, Whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. Glory 
to God, from generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Blessing 

Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, 
scatter the darkness from before your path, 
and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; 
and the blessing … 

Hymn There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Calling (106) 
1. There’s a voice in the wilderness crying, 

a call from the ways untrod: 
prepare in the desert a highway, 
a highway for our God! 
The valleys shall be exalted, 
the lofty hills brought low; 
make straight all the crooked places, 
where the Lord our God may go! 

2. O Zion, give voice to good tidings, 
ascend to the heights and sing! 
Proclaim to a desolate people 
the coming of their King. 
The works of pride all perish, 
like flowers they shall decay; 
the power and pomp of nations 
shall pass like a dream away. 

3. But the word, O God, is faithful, 
your arm, O Lord, is strong; 
you stand in the midst of nations, 
and you will right the wrong. 
You will feed your flock like a shepherd, 
and fold the lambs to your breast; 
in pastures of peace you’ll lead them, 
and give to the weary rest. 

4. There’s a voice in the wilderness crying, 
a call from the ways untrod: 
prepare in the desert a highway, 
a highway for our God! 
The valleys shall be exalted, 
the lofty hills brought low; 
make straight all the crooked places, 
where the Lord our God may go! 
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Dismissal 
As we await our coming Saviour, go in the peace of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 

Postlude  Preludium in C minor BWV 546, J.S. Bach 
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