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Opening  
You lavish love upon us. Make us people of extravagant love. 
 
Prayer  
Holy God, lover of our souls, we come before you as people created by and for love: Gather us in 
this time to hear again your word of love, to renew our trust in its breadth and depth. In the sacrifice 
of your love for us, may we find renewal and be your love in the world. Amen. 
 
Meditation  
Look  
what happens to the scale  
when love holds it.  
It stops working.  

-Kafir (c.1440-1518)  
 
Where might we love abundantly this week? 
 
Scripture – Deuteronomy 6:4-9 (Contemporary English Version – CEV) 
Hear, O Israel: The LORD is our God, the LORD alone. You shall love the LORD your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might. Keep these words that I am commanding 
you today in your heart. Recite them to your children and talk about them when you are at home 
and when you are away, when you lie down and when you rise. Bind them as a sign on your hand, 
fix them as an emblem on your forehead, and write them on the doorposts of your house and on 
your gates. 
 
(Be still and aware) 

Poem – “Living at the End of Time” by Robert Bly  
There is so much sweetness in children’s voices, 
And so much discontent at the end of day, 
And so much satisfaction when a train goes by. 
 
I don’t know why the rooster keeps crying, 
Nor why elephants keep raising their trunks, 
Nor why Hawthorne kept hearing trains at night. 
 
A handsome child is a gift from God, 
And a friend is a vein in the back of the hand, 
And a wound is an inheritance from the wind. 
 
Some say we are living at the end of time, 
But I believe a thousand pagan ministers 



Will arrive tomorrow to baptize the wind. 
 
There’s nothing we need to do about John. The Baptist 
Has been laying his hands on earth for so long 
That the well water is sweet for a hundred miles. 
 
It’s all right if we don’t know what the rooster 
Is saying in the middle of the night, nor why we feel 
So much satisfaction when a train goes by. 

 
Prayers  
Jesus, Holy One of God,  
You embodied love for us.  
 
Jesus, Holy One of God,  
You accepted love from all who offered.  
 
Jesus, Holy One of God,  
We acknowledge our need for your love.  
 
Teach us, we pray: The courage to both give and receive love, the humility to admit when we have 
not loved well, and the faith to trust that your love is enough 
 

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS, THE WORLD, AND ONESELF  
 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.   Amen. 
 
Holy Spirit, fill us with godly love.  
Free us from all that resists loving and being loved.  
Empower us to love as Jesus did.  
In his gracious name we pray. Amen. 
 
You lavish love upon us. Make us people of extravagant love. 
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