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SERVING TILL HE COMES 
CMBC July 14, 2013                                                                     Matthew 24:42 – 25:46 

 

 
The Gospel of Matthew could be called the Gospel of the Kingdom.  
G. Campbell Morgan  “Jesus purpose on earth was to establish the Kingdom 
of God. It included coming to save lost men and women individually, so that at 
the end of their life they enter into the joy and rest of the Divine presence. But 
if we think of the mission of Jesus as one simply of saving man here in order 
that they may be ready for the life beyond, then we have missed all that he 
ever said, or did, or taught.” 
Jesus spoke often of the Kingdom of Heaven. 
 
The disciples had in mind a different concept of the Kingdom of God. For 
them it included the magnificent temple, and they pointed out to Jesus the 
marvel of the temple and its massive stone. Jesus declared that all of this 
would come down, the stones scattered. 
 
The stunned disciples asked Jesus when this would be, and Jesus began to 
teach them about being prepared for the coming of the Kingdom, His second 
coming, emphasizing the importance of each individual being ready.  
 
Matthew 24:30  “At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the 
sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man 
coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. [31]  And he will 
send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the 
four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other.  
And Jesus concluded by saying: “Therefore keep watch, because you do not 
know on what day your Lord will come. (24:30 - 32) 
 
Then Jesus told several parables which introduced an aspect of the Kingdom 
which the disciples didn`t yet understand – the Church. The Church made up 
of individuals, but a Body, a significant part of the Kingdom. And His parables 
emphasized the importance of the Church and the individuals faithfully 
preparing for the coming of Jesus; faithfully serving until His coming as King. 
 
Here is an interesting observation. All through the Gospels Jesus is referred 
to as the Son of Man. In fact there are scores of references in the Old 
Testament of the Son of Man. The term “Son of Man” isn`t used again until 
Revelation, and in Steven’s vision at his death. He is now the Almighty King. 
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So now Jesus tells his disciples of our responsibility in the Church until He 
comes again as King. 
24:45  “Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in 
charge of the servants in his household to give them their food at the proper 
time? [46]  It will be good for that servant whose master finds him doing so 
when he returns.  
 
1. READY IN THE HOUSE OF THE LORD  

a. The tender healing household 
i. The Greek word translated “household” is the same word that is 

translated ”healing” in Revelations 22:2. It is only used in these 
two places. 

ii. Revelation 22:2 On each side of the river stood the tree of life, 
bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the 
leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.  
 
The word is “ther-ap-i-ah” (sound like out word “therapeutic”) 
“ther-ap-i-ah” a loving cherishing service, waiting upon, bring 
healing and cure. 
 
Let me read the whole context from: 
Revelation 22:1 - 5  Then the angel showed me the river of the 
water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God 
and of the Lamb [2]  down the middle of the great street of the city. 
On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve 
crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the 
tree are for the healing of the nations. [3]  No longer will there be 
any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, 
and his servants will serve him. [4]  They will see his face, and his 
name will be on their foreheads. [5]  There will be no more night.  
 
This is God’s view of the church. 
This is Jesus meaning when he speaks of His household. 
 

b. The faithful sensible servant 
i. 24:45  “Who then is the faithful and wise servant, 
ii. The Master, Jesus, is absent.  
iii. Those in his household serve with His purpose – loving, caring, 

bringing healing 
iv. The church is the place where people who are hurting, sick, 

spiritually failing, struggling, find those who lovingly bring healing 
to their souls. 
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v. This is Jesus view of His household, the Church and the servant 
thinking of the Master’s interests and purpose, while he is gone. 

vi. This is not just for some people, but it is all who are in His 
Kingdom. All are called to serve in this way. 
 

c. The egotistical servant 
i. Contrast this with the Pharisees, who Jesus has just addressed.  

24:48  But suppose that servant is wicked and says to himself, ‘My 
master is staying away a long time,’ [49]  and he then begins to 
beat his fellow servants and to eat and drink with drunkards. [50]  
The master of that servant will come on a day when he does not 
expect him and at an hour he is not aware of.  

ii. Rather than bringing healing, he brings pain and hurt 
iii. He acts just like those outside of the kingdom, because he is. 
iv. His focus is on his ego, his superiority, his control, his authority 

and power. 
v. The history of the church has been too much like that. 
vi. But it has been through the church that the sick have been cared 

for, hospitals have been built, schools, music, caring for the 
elderly. It has been a place of healing and caring. 
 

d. [45]  “Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has 
put in charge of the servants in his household to give them their food 
at the proper time? [46]  It will be good for that servant whose master 
finds him doing so when he returns. [47]  I tell you the truth, he will put 
him in charge of all his possessions.  
 
i. We prove our loyalty to the Kingdom, to the Household of God, by 

how we love and serve one another. 
ii. By how we bringing healing to those who come to the household. 
iii. This will show up throughout these parables.  

Do you want healing? Are you needing healing and love? 
It begins by accepting the healing from God, and bringing love and 
healing to those around you. 
 

2. READY FOR THE GLORIOUS WEDDING  
- The next parable Jesus told is that of preparing for the return of the 

Bridegroom or the Bride’s Groom, which is Jesus. 
- This isn’t a parable about serving, but about relationship 

Matthew 25:1  “At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten 
virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom.  
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a. Preparing for the bridegroom’s return 
i. The virgins, or the bridesmaids, were all preparing to meet the 

Groom. 
ii. Some had enough oil for their lamps and some did not 

 
b. True friends of the bridegroom 

i. What is the oil? 
ii. The answer if found in the Groom’s response to those who weren’t 

prepared,  
(25:12)  “But he replied, ‘I tell you the truth, I don't know you.’  

iii. They were  careless about their relationship with the Groom 
iv. They did not have a passion to know the Groom.  
v. There was no deep love for the Groom 
vi. Their preparing for the Groom was for their own benefit, not out of 

love for the Groom, a rejoicing at His wedding, His purposes. 
vii. Jesus said: 25:13  “Therefore keep watch, because you do not 

know the day or the hour.  
 

3. RESPONSIBLE FOR THE KING’S POSSESSIONS 
- The next parable Jesus told, still on the theme of being prepared for 

His return, was the parable of the Master, who was going on a journey, 
and entrusted his servants with his possessions. 

- This is a parable about the Church and those within it, having been 
given the responsibility of carrying out the purpose of God here on 
earth. 
 

a. The prized possession and privilege 
i. These were the owner’s prized possessions 
ii. What a privilege to be trusted with these possession 
iii. The most prized possession God has is the souls of men and 

women 
iv. The Church also is God’s prized possession which he entrusts to 

us, not to keep it going, but to carry out God’s purposes, to bring 
His presence and ministry to the world 
 

b. Ready to take on the responsibility 
i. The talents, or responsibilities were given according to the ability 

of each servant. 
ii. No one was given a responsibility that was beyond their ability. 
iii. One of the greatest responsibilities would be to carry out the spirit 

and model of what God wants his church to be 
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c. The excuse for unfaithfulness 
i. The servant that failed made the excuse that he didn’t have what it 

took to carry out his responsibility. 
ii. It was really telling the Master that He didn’t know what He was 

doing 
iii. It was an affront to the Master 
iv. It was an admission that he did not have faith in the 

trustworthiness of the Master 
 

4. THE KINGDOM IS BIGGER THAN ME 
- The last parable is a parable of the sheep and the goats. 
- This parable sums up everything that Jesus has said in these previous 

parables. 
 

a. Serving others out of a changed heart 
i. They have been preparing for the coming of the King, and now the 

King says: 
‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, 
the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.  

ii. Everything that Jesus was talking about they have lived out, from 
the faith servant in God’s household, to the bride’s maids in a 
deep relationship with the Groom, to the servant who has been 
faithful with the Master’s prized possession. 

iii. And the King says, “Come! Take your inheritance.” 
 

b. Serving only when God is watching 
i. And they didn’t even realize that they had done anything special. 

They had become so in tune with their King that they just lived out 
of their heart. 

ii. In all of these parables the focus of those faithful was on the King 
and bringing His Kingdom here on this earth, as Jesus had 
prayed.  

iii. The focus of those who failed was on themselves. 
iv. The Kingdom of God is more that Me. 
v. The Church is more than Me. 
vi. It is about bringing the Kingdom of Heaven to the lives of people 

around me, and around the world. 
 

There is a warning in each of these parables 
But there also is a promise in each 



6 
 

 It will be good for that servant whose master finds him doing so when 
he returns. I tell you the truth; he will put him in charge of all his 
possessions.  

 The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet.  

 ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few 
things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your 
master's happiness!’  

 ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the 
kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world 


