
Order of Service for December 6, 2020 
The Second Sunday of Advent 

9:30 am 
Service of Spiritual Communion 

 

Officiating: The Rev’d Fergus Tyson 
 

A Road Runs Through It 
by Jan Richardson 
 
John the Baptist’s presence in the Advent lectionary 
calls us to a landscape in which we learn to turn 
away from what distracts us so that we can welcome 
the one for whom we are waiting. This turning is at 
the heart of John’s message to his hearers: “Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 
 
John’s fiery words can overwhelm with their sheer force and disturbing 
forthrightness. Yet in it there is something that I need to hear. It is difficult 
to make a way for the one who comes if I am not turned in the right direc-
tion. It is hard to perceive the kingdom of heaven if there are obstructions 
in my path—if I have not, to borrow one of John’s images, sorted out the 
chaff, to make a space for the one who will enter to do his own clearing 
away. 
 
Although the Advent path leads us through the desert, deprivation is nei-
ther the focus nor the final word of the wilderness. As the honey-eating 
John knew, the desert offers its own delights. What the wilderness gives 
us is a path that helps us perceive where our true treasure lies. And does 
not merely give us a path: empties us enough so that a path is made within 
us. Through us. Of us. A road for the holy to enter the world. A way for the 
Christ who comes. 
 

http://adventdoor.com/2010/11/29/advent-2-a-road-runs-through-it/ (alt.) 



The Gathering of the Community 
 
Welcome and Opening Prayer 
 
Opening Hymn: On Jordan’s Bank (screens) 
 
Greeting (screens) 
 
Collect for Purity (screens) 
 
Collect of the Day (screens) 
 
Children’s Time (Advent Candle Lighting)  
 
Prayer for the Advent Wreath (screens) 
 
 
The Proclamation of the Word 
 
The First Reading 
 

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak 
tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has 
served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has 
received from the Lord's hand double for all her sins. 
A voice cries out: "In the wilderness prepare the way 
of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for 
our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every 
mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground 
shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 
Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all 
people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord 
has spoken." A voice says, "Cry out!" And I said, 
"What shall I cry?" All people are grass, their constan-
cy is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the 
flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon 
it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the 
flower fades; but the word of our God will stand for-
ever. Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald 
of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O 
Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not 
fear; say to the cities of Judah, "Here is your God!" 
See, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm 
rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recom-
pense before him. He will feed his flock like a shep-
herd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry 
them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.  
      ISAIAH 40:1-11 
Reader: The word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Canticle 19: The Song of Zechariah (screens) 
 
The Holy Gospel  
 

People: Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God. As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 
"See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who 
will prepare your way; the voice of one crying out in 
the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, make 
his paths straight,'" John the baptizer appeared in the 

wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole 
Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem 
were going out to him, and were baptized by him in 
the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was 
clothed with camel's hair, with a leather belt around 
his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He pro-
claimed, "The one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and 
untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you 
with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit."  
     MARK 1:1-8 
Leader: The Gospel of Christ. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Sermon  
 
The Apostles’ Creed (screens) 
 
The Prayers of the People  
 
A Responsive Intercession (screens) 
 
Prayer in Response to COVID-19 (screens) 
 
Confession and Absolution (screens) 
 
The Peace (screens) 
 
The Celebration of the Eucharist 
 
Offertory (screens) 
 
Prayer over the Gifts (screens) 
 
Eucharistic Prayer (screens) 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (screens) 
 
The Breaking of the Bread (screens) 
 
The Communion  
 
Prayer for Communion (screens) 
 
Prayer after Communion (screens) 
 
The Blessing 
 
Closing Hymn: Hark a Herald Voice is Sounding
(screens) 
 
Dismissal (screens)  
 
Virtual Coffee Time (Zoom link: https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/88948030856?
pwd=Q1lseHlzSDRyS05Qdk80M2h2bldEdz09) 

Service of Spiritual Communion 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88948030856?pwd=Q1lseHlzSDRyS05Qdk80M2h2bldEdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88948030856?pwd=Q1lseHlzSDRyS05Qdk80M2h2bldEdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88948030856?pwd=Q1lseHlzSDRyS05Qdk80M2h2bldEdz09


Prayers for This Week 
(bold italics indicate new or special emphasis this week)   

  
 In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer we pray for the Reformed Episcopal Church of Spain 
(Extra-Provincial to the Archbishop of Canterbury). 
 In the Anglican-Lutheran Prayer Cycle we pray for the members of the Joint Anglican-
Lutheran Commission. 
 In our Diocesan Cycle, we pray for the parishes of St. Cyprian, Lacombe and Church of the 
Epiphany, Rimbey; for their incumbent Robert Sears and The Wardens. We also pray for the 
Companion Diocese Committee. 
 We lift to you our friends, in our Companion Diocese, the Windward Islands. 
 In our Parish Cycle, we pray for the safety and well-being of all members of our Parish, 
and pledge to stay connected with one another and face the challenges of COVID-19 together; 
we remember our clergy, Fergus, Cyril, Norman, Bob, and their families; and we especially up-
hold all who are infirm, immune-compromised, or on the front lines in this battle.  
 We pray for our foster child Desta Keweti. 
 Heavenly Father, giver of life and health, comfort and strengthen those of our parish who are 
sick, injured or distressed, and those approaching or recovering from surgery, especially we lift up to 
you the family of Joy (Abby's sister); Antony; Judy; Raymond (uncle of Paul); Dinah; the family of 
John; Debra, Lori and family of Josie; Crystal (niece of Rosemarie); Bill & Pat; Steve;  the family of 
Bob; the family of Carmen; John; the family of Bonnie; Gerald; Gerald and Louise (Shannon’s fa-
ther and mother); Megan and family, Molly (mother of Sian); the family of Simon; Stephen; 
Dwight (Dorothy-Ann’s cousin); Jo; the family of Brenda (relative of the Collers); the family of 
Joan (mother of Richard); Tracy; Roxie and the family of Andy; Harry (friend of Ian and Kath-
leen); Julia; the Herritt family in their bereavement; Gina; Gael; Verna and her family; Michael; 
Barb; Jen; the family of Leslie; Patrick, Jordan; the family of Lene; the family of Helen; Eleanor; 
Jackie K. (sister of Pauline); Dorothy; the family of Mauricia (mother of Ella ); Max & Rebecca; 
Anne; Dozy & Obie & family; Karla; Kathy; Kevin; Richard (friend of Anne); Terry; Jerrod; Melis-
sa and her family (friends of Jenn); Dennis; Mike; Val; Martin; Chinazor; Sheila; Melissa and her 
family; Adrianna; Peggy; Bob and Joanne; Laura (sister of Kim); the family of Douglas; Michelle; 
Ian; the family of Nina; Pat; Christine; Rick (brother of Sheila); Gwen; Jacquie; Ellen; Pauline; 
Monika (mother of Dennis); Kathy (daughter of Bob & Joanne); Trudy (cousin of Iona); Len; An-
drea and Andrew’s family; Margaret; Marlene; and the family of James (father of Allison).  
 We pray for containment of the COVID-19 coronavirus worldwide; protection for nurses 
and all those on the front lines or especially vulnerable to its effects, in particular all who are 
homeless; and full restoration of health for all those who are ill. 
 We pray for all struggling economically, and all those affected by fires, floods, storms or other 
natural disasters. We pray for us all to stand together in hard times.  
 We pray for peace and justice in our own country and throughout the world. We remember the 
people of Nigeria, and all whose lives have been torn apart by violence. We pray for safe haven 
for those whom violence has forced to flee their homes. We pray for an end to racism and dis-
crimination, and all acts of hate done in the Name of the God of love. We stand in solidarity 
with all whose lives have been devastated by human evil and all seeking to make the world as it 
ought to be. We pray for protection and guidance for all in law enforcement or our military in danger 
at home or overseas. May your Holy Spirit guide world leaders to seek just resolutions to all conflicts, 
that all people may come to know your peace that passes all understanding and war be no more.  
 We thank you for your healing touch, which sustains us every day; and for all the many heal-
ings that have taken place in our parish; and your unending mercy as you hear our prayers.  

The flowers on the Altar are given to the Glory of God. 


