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December 6, 2020 ~ 10:30 AM ~ 2nd Sunday of Advent 
Leading us today in Worship 

Minister: Rev. Thérèse Samuel 
Music Director: Dr. Christopher Burton  
Lay Leader: Phyllis Fleming 
Scripture Reader: Orleen Anderson 
Advent Candle Readers: Norine Baron, Isabelle Hagerman 
 

 

~ Leader: regular font ~ All: bold font ~ Sung words: bold italics  
 

We Join One Another to Worship God 
PRELUDE  O Ancient Love    M. Joncas   OneLicense 
 

ADVENT 2 CANDLE LIGHTING 

The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound 

of it, but you do not know where it comes from or 

where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the 

Spirit. (John 3:8) 

We often associate the Holy Spirit with the wildness and 

unpredictability of wind. May the breath of the Spirit 

bring us energy and creativity as we continue on our 

Advent journey toward Bethlehem. 

The first and second candles are lit. 

Let us pray: 

Spirit of God, Energy of Life, hear our prayer as we 

continue our Advent journey together. Wherever you 

lead us, wherever you need us, give us the faith to trust 

your guidance—as Mary did, as Joseph did, as the wise 

ones did. Amen. 

And we sing… 
MV 135  Called by Earth and Sky 

Refrain 

Called by earth and sky, promise of hope held high. 

This is our sacred living trust, treasure of life sanctified, 

called by earth and sky. 
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2. 

Precious this gift, the air we breathe; wind born and free.  

Breath of the Spirit, blow through this place, 

our gathering and our grace. 

Refrain 

Called by earth and sky, promise of hope held high. 

This is our sacred living trust, treasure of life sanctified, 

called by earth and sky, called by earth and sky. 
 

WELCOME  
 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

Called by the God who speaks to us through Spirit on a 

breath of wind, Come, let us worship: 
 

OPENING PRAYER   

God, we are confident you are coming, 

bringing a world where all will be made right. 

Calm our anxiety, strengthen our patience, 

and keep our hope aflame, 

as we work towards, and wait for, 

your new day. Amen. 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION               

As we prepare to listen for what the Bible is saying to us, 

let us pray: 

Creator, we pray, as we ponder your word, 

bless us with your wisdom and grace 

    that we may join your Spirit’s dance, 

        and be moved to live in the way of your Christ. 

Amen. 
 

1st SCRIPTURE EPISTLE READING   2 Peter 3:8-15a  NRSV 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Sometimes, we are not ready 

for things to be made new. 

Help us, God, to imagine the new earth 

that you envision for our world. 
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Help us see ourselves in it. 

Give us wisdom and courage 

to hasten the coming of your day. Amen. 
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

God is patient. Think of this as salvation. 

God speaks peace. All will be made well.  Amen. 
 

HYMN   VU 29 Hark The Glad Sound 
 

1.  

Hark, the glad sound! The Saviour comes, 

the Saviour promised long; 

let every heart prepare a throne, and every voice a song. 
 

2. 

He comes, the prisoners to release in Satan's bondage held; 

the gates of brass before him burst, the iron fetters yield. 
 

3. 

He comes, the broken heart to bind, the bleeding soul to cure, 

and with the treasures of his grace, to bless the humble poor. 
 

4. 

Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, your welcome shall proclaim; 

and heaven's eternal arches ring with your beloved name. 
 

 

God Speaks, We Listen 
2nd SCRIPTURE: OLD TESTAMENT READING:  
Isaiah 40:1-11 NRSV 
RESPONSE:  

The word of God for the people of God.  

Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON “Silver Lining on a COVID Cloud” 
  

HYMN   MV 173 Put Peace into Each Other's Hands 
 

1. 

Put peace into each other's hands and like a treasure hold it, 

protect like a candle flame, with tenderness enfold it. 
 



December 6 2020 “Silver Lining on a COVID Cloud” 4 

2. 

Put peace into each other's hands with loving expectation; 

be gentle in your words and ways, in touch with God's creation. 
 

3.   

Put peace into each other's hands like bread we break for sharing; 

look people warmly in the eye: our life is meant for caring. 
 

4. 

Give thanks for strong - yet tender - hands,  

held out in trust and blessing. 

Where words fall short, let hands speak out, 

the heights of love expressing. 

5. 

Reach out in friendship, stay with faith 

in touch with those around you. 

Put peace into each other's hands:  

the Peace that sought and found you. 

3 We Join God in the World 
PROFESSION OF FAITH A New Creed 

We are not alone,  
we live in God’s world. 
 

We believe in God: 
who has created  

and is creating, 
who has come in Jesus, 

the Word made flesh, 
to reconcile and make new, 

who works in us and others 
by the Spirit. 

 

We trust in God. 

We are called to be the Church: 
to celebrate God’s presence, 
to live with respect in Creation, 
to love and serve others, 
to seek justice and resist evil, 
to proclaim Jesus,  
   crucified and risen, 
   our judge and our hope. 

In life, in death, in life beyond death, 
God is with us. 

We are not alone. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

3rd SCRIPTURE READING Gospel   Mark 1:1-8 NRSV 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

God, you send your message to us in so many ways. 

We give thanks for your gifts to us 
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of life and love, of your presence in people and places, 

and in us. We pause and give thanks for your love 

proclaimed to us in our lives, and in the Christ. 

We pray for the voice in the wilderness to be heard, 

proclaiming your providence and safety 

to your people who are hungry and homeless 

proclaiming your justice and peace 

to your people affected by wars and violence 

proclaiming your comfort and healing 

to your people facing illness, or death 

proclaiming your care and renewal 

to your creation crying out for healing. 

We pray for the voice in the wilderness to be heard 

calling your church to comfort and be comforted. 

And in whatever way we are called to be your voice in 

the wilderness, we pray that we be given the humility to 

receive your call, and the boldness to answer it. 

We praise you, Holy God, Holy three: Source of love, Love 

made flesh, and Love in action.  

And we pray a prayer taught to us when you came to us 

in Jesus of Nazareth. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Spoken, traditional words, VU 921) 

As a child who turns to a loving caregiver who watches 

over them, we turn to you, O God, who are our heavenly 

parent, our mother, 

Our Father, who art in Heaven…  
 

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

Passing the peace of Christ is one way we give  

and receive the comfort God sends us to share.  

We share the peace with one another in the chat, or 

whatever way we can. 
MUSIC for PASSING the PEACE   Sarabande   J.S. Bach  
 

OFFERING  We  honour all the ways we give as we dedicate our offering. 

MESSAGE FROM S&F 
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PRAYER OF DEDICATION OF GIFTS AND SELF 

With an offering stone to honour all the ways we give as 

we dedicate our offering let us pray: 

O God, who restores and makes new, 

let these gifts prepare the way: 

for good news proclaimed, 

for people comforted, 

and for the earth tended. 

Through our giving, 

may all partake of an abundant yield of peace. 

We believe it will be so. Amen. 
A single stone placed in the offering plate honours all our gifts. 
Donate online:   www.graceunitedthornbury.ca,  select “Give” 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

We Go Out to Share God’s Love! 
HYMN    
VU 18 There's a Voice in the Wilderness 

1. 

There's a voice in the wilderness crying, 

a call from the ways untrod: 

prepare in the desert a highway, a highway for our God! 

The valleys shall be exalted, the lofty hills brought low; 

make straight all the crooked places where God, our God, may go! 
 

2. 

O Zion, that bringest good tidings,  

get thee up to the heights and sing! 

Proclaim to a desolate people the coming of their King. 

Like the flowers of the field they perish, like grass our works decay; 

the power and pomp of nations shall pass, like a dream, away. 
 

3. 

But the word of our God endureth, whose arm is ever strong; 

God stands in the midst of nations, and soon will right the wrong. 

God shall feed the flock like a shepherd, the lambs so gently hold; 

to pastures of peace will lead them, and bring them safe to fold. 
 

http://www.graceunitedthornbury.ca/
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4. 

There's a voice in the wilderness crying, 

a call from the ways untrod: 

prepare in the desert a highway, a highway for our God! 

The valleys shall be exalted, the lofty hills brought low; 

make straight all the crooked places where God, our God, may go! 
 

BLESSING  

Go from this time of worship  

with the old songs in your ears, 

and a new song in your hearts. 

Go from this time knowing that every song you 

need is within you and around you. 

Go into the world to bring the song  

that the world longs to sing. 

Go, and may the everlasting song go with you,  

now and always.  
 

SUNG BLESSING Go Now in Peace 

Go now in peace. Never be afraid. 

God will go with you each hour of every day. 

Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true, 

Know God will guide you in all you do. 

Go now in love, and show you believe. 

Reach out to others so all the world can see. 

God will be there, * within, around, above. 

Go now in peace, in faith and in love. 

Amen, amen, amen. 
 

* alternate words: watching from above 
 

POSTLUDE  Waltz   F. Chopin   
 

 

COFFEE HOUR Join us via  Zoom for community time.  
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LITURGY SOURCES: The following are used with permission: 

- Affirmation of Faith: “A New Creed,” The United Church of Canada, General Council 

1968, alt. 1998 

- Sending, Prayer for Illumination, Prayers of the People, Sermon: Thérèse Samuel, 2020   

- Opening Prayer, Prayer of Confession, Words of Assurance, Prayer of Dedication By 

Hans Holznagel, from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2020, © Abingdon Press. 

- Advent Candle Lighting “The Elements”, written by Susan Ivany; from Gathering,  
 

HYMNS and SUNG VERSES 

- “Called by Earth and Sky.” Words and music: Pat Mayberry, 2005. 

Arr. Margaret Stubington, 2005 

Words and music copyright 2005 Pat Mayberry Used by permission. 

Arrangement copyright 2005 by Margaret Stubington..  

Used by permission, One License #608577   

- “Hark The Glad Sound.” Words: Philip Doddridge 1718, alt. 

Music: Thomas Haweis, 1792; adapt. Samuel Webbe 1808; desc. John Wilson 

Public Domain 

Descant copyright Hope Publishing Company 

Used by permission, One License #608577  .  
- “Put Peace into Each Other's Hands.” Words: Fred Kaan, 1989, rev 2001 

Music: Ron Klusmeier, 2004 

Words copyright 2004 Hope Publishing Company, All rights reserved. Used by permission 

Music copyright 2004 Ron Klusmeier. Used by permission 

OneLicense #608577   

- “There's a Voice in the Wilderness.” VU 18  

Words: James Lewis Mulligan 1925 alt. 

Music: Henry Hugh Bancroft 1938 

Music Copyright 1938 Henry Hugh Bancroft. Used by permission of Eldred Bancroft   

Used by permission, One License #608577  .  

- “O Ancient Love.” M. Joncas . Used by permission, One License #608577   

- “Go Now in Peace.” Words by Don Besig and Nancy Price. © 1988 Harold Flammer 

Music, Inc. Alternate words used with permission. Reproduced with permission, One 

License, #608577. 

 

SCRIPTURE PASSAGES 

 from the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of 

Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 

States of America. Used by permission. 

 
 

Prelude: O Ancient Love    M. Joncas   OneLicense 

Passing of Peace: Sarabande   J.S. Bach Public Domain 

Postlude:  Waltz   F. Chopin Public Domain 
 


