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Dear friends, is it possible that we are entering into the 
Advent and Christmas season still struggling greatly 

with the impact of the coronavirus on our lives. In 
the face of such extreme suffering and heartache as 

a result of COVID-19, as well as the economic,       
political, social unrest and uncertainty across our 
world,  together with the devastating impact of climate 

change on our planet and our lives, we are looking for     
Advent comfort.   
 The history of humanity is fraught with suffering, pain 
and oppression. Indeed, it was into such a world that Jesus 
was born, and through which his teachings would challenge 
and call for transformation. Yet, despite all that was        
happening in his world, Jesus, like the prophets before him, 
brought comfort and hope to the people. 
 The opening words of an anonymous Jewish poet, “I 
believe in the sun, even when the sun is not shining,” were 
scrawled on a wall during the Holocaust.  This is the theme 
song of our Advent series, “I believe, even when….” 
 Each of us must decide how we will          
respond to and act in these difficult times.  This 
Advent and Christmas let us affirm that we can 
respond to these challenging times with hope, 
love, joy, and peace.  We can still “believe, even 
when” we are discouraged. This Advent let                       
us have hope that we can do what needs to                                       
be done to bring more light into the world. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tnLLxStwE7M  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tnLLxStwE7M


Healing 

Touch:  

December 4, 2019 
There will be no 

Healing Touch on 
January 1.  

 

As we prepare for the Advent Season, we are once again supporting two organizations 

as part of our Giving Tree. This year we are supporting:  

 

Made By Momma – Santa’s Workshop 
Made by Momma is a grassroots non-profit organization located in Calgary. They help 

families in situations of adversity and crisis by providing homemade meals, baked 

goods, baby essentials, children’s items, supportive in-home visits and other service to 

allow mothers the time they need to rest, recover and focus on their families and their 

health.  

Each year Made by Momma receives last minute referrals or requests for assistance from 

families experiencing crisis situations. Their goal is to ensure that every child wakes up 

on Christmas morning with special gifts to open. They are in need of the following 

items:  

 Gift Cards – Grocery, Gas, Department, Clothing, Toy, Book, and Home            

Improvement Stores, etc. 

 NEW Children’s Toys – Unwrapped (geared for kids 2+, tweens & teens) 

 NEW Books (kids 4+ to teen) 

 NEW Children’s Clothing (sizes 2 – 16) 

 NEW Children’s Pajama’s (sizes 6 – 16) 

 NEW Winter Jackets (kids & adult sizes) 

 NEW Socks, Underwear (sizes 2 – 16) 

 NEW Unopened Toiletries & Personal Care Items 

 NEW Household Items 

 NEW Christmas decorations, trees, wrapping paper, ribbons, tags & tape 

These items can be dropped off at St. David’s prior to December 18 at noon where they 

will be picked up and delivered to Made by Momma and distributed to families in need 

before Christmas.  

 

Morley Annual Christmas Feast 
Each year, the Stoney McDougal Society, with the help of local churches, holds an an-

nual Christmas Feast out in Morley for the Stoney Nakoda Nation families. Last year 

they were able to feed 350 people and Santa gave out over 200 gifts. This year Covid 

has had a great impact on all of us and times are very hard for lots of loved ones. The 

Stoney McDougal Society is asking for gift cards to WalMart or No Frills to 

help with supplying a Christmas Feast and possibly a few toys to families. 

These cards can be delivered directly to St. David’s prior to December 14 

at 3:00 pm where they will be picked up and delivered to approximately 

21 Elders from all of the three bands in Morley before Christmas by 

Tony Snow.  
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GIVING TREE DROP OFF INSTRUCTIONS 
Gifts for both organizations can be dropped off to St. David’s. 

 

Drop off 
Our office hours are currently Monday and Wednesday from 9 am to 4 

pm, though staff are frequently in the building outside of office 

hours. Due to Covid, protocols and winter driving conditions, we 

recommend calling ahead to make sure somebody will be in the 

building to accept your donation.  

 

Gift cards can be dropped off at any time in our locked mailbox 

to the right of the front door.  

 

Mail 
If you are unable to drop off at the church, you may also 

contribute by mailing a gift card or cheque to St. 

David’s. Please specify that it is for the giving tree and 

which organization you would like to    

support.  

 

Etransfer 
You may also choose to send an etrans-

fer to St. David’s via admin@sduc.ca. Please 

make the password Christmas and specify which organization you would like to support. 

DIY ADVENT WREATHS 
My friends I would like you to participate at home in the rit-
ual of waiting for the light (Advent candle lighting). Each 
Sunday you will be invited to light the candle of the week 
during the service. I invite you to design your own Advent 
wreath. There are some cool DIY posts on Pinterest show-
ing how to make a wreath at home. Search for “DIY Advent 
wreath” to find ideas to spark your crafting creativity! You 

can even create a wreath by utilizing the four corners 
of your room, living room, or wherever your worship 
space is set up. In so doing you can be surrounded 
by hope, love, joy, and peace. 
 

Share your DIY wreath by sending a photo 
to us at admin@sduc.ca.  
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Annual Report 

On November 22, St. David’s had our Annual General 

Meeting after worship via Zoom. In advance of the 

meeting, a copy of the Annual Report was emailed to 

members on our email list. For those who do not have 

access to a computer, or who would prefer a paper copy 

of the Annual Report, please contact our office and 

Chantal Winslow would be happy to either mail or 

make arrangements to get you a copy of the report.  

Re-opening Survey Results 
We would like to take the time to thank you for the time and effort put into responding to the 

Reopening Survey which was circulated in October. We received 78 responses! 

From the survey we learned that 53.4% of people were comfortable returning to worship, and 

that 95.9% of people had confidence in St. David’s staff and Council to make a safe place for 

worship. These were positive and hopeful numbers.  

However, with the number of active Covid cases rising 

in Calgary and the Province, Council passed a motion 

that St. David’s would remain closed for rental groups 

and worship for the immediate future. We will revisit 

reopening in the spring.  

We received plenty of positive feedback and comments 

on our survey. Especially helpful were the suggestions 

on ways that we could continue to stay connected with 

our faith community during these trying times. We read 

through each comment and are doing our best to imple-

ment some of the suggestions.  

 

Current  

Office Hours 
Monday & 

Wednesday 

9 am to 4 pm 

Home Candle Lighting  
This Advent and Christmas, let us fill the night with light and  

affirm and act on the reasons why we can still “believe, even 

when” we are discouraged. 
 

Attached to this newsletter is a Candle Lighting Brochure       

created by Catherine MacDonald, Intentional Interim Minister 

in the United Church of Canada in Halifax. Enjoy this ‘at home’ 

worship resource with family, friends and times you can’t join in 

worship at your church. Perhaps you will start a new tradition 

over Sunday breakfast of reading and lighting candles!  
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This year Christmas will be different than we have ever known due to the pandemic. We are 
all experiencing losses of many kinds in our lives in addition to losses we might expect to  
experience in a year. It may be harder to find joy in the season we traditionally associate 
with light and hope and joy. 
 
With that in mind, here are a few ways to sooth your soul through the Advent and Christmas 
season:  
 
Prayer tree – There is a medium size tree in front of St. David’s on the same side of the   
entry sidewalk as our rainbow benches. If you have a prayer you would like to offer in a  
public way, please tie an ornament or ribbon on the empty branches of this tree. Add some 
words with sharpie – e.g. Hope, health care workers, someone’s first name (Please only add 
first names to maintain confidentiality)  –  to make your prayer visible or leave it blank if you 
prefer to hold your prayer privately on your heart. Make this little tree a visible sign of hope in 
our community. Help people to see we are all in this together.  
 
Spend some time in the sanctuary – Through out Advent Debbie will be available in the 
sanctuary if you would like to come and sooth your soul in the familiar, peaceful                
surroundings of our sanctuary. Quiet Christmas music will be playing. There will be a place 
to light a candle. A maximum of 10 people will be allowed in at any one time or whatever the 
current Alberta Health restrictions/recommendations prescribe. Times available: Tuesday 
morning 10-11, Wednesday evening 6:30-7:30 from December 8, 2020 thru December 31, 
2020. If neither of these times work for you, please contact Debbie to arrange a time just for 
you. 
 
Blue Christmas service – Dec 20, 3pm via zoom – More info on page 6. 
 
St. David’s Prayer Chain offers confidential prayers for one month for 
anyone you know who could use some prayer support. Contact Chantal 
in the office or Peggy or Debbie to have your prayer passed along to 
our team of pray-ers. 
 
Connecting with Debbie or Peggy – if you or someone you know 
would like to connect with Debbie or Peggy, please call or email. 
We are here for you to listen and to offer prayers.  
 
To reach us: Rev. Peggy: 403-461-4039 or peggy@sduc.ca 
Rev. Debbie: 587-999-9713 or pastoralcare@sduc.ca 
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Christmas Eve Service 
December 24 at 7:00 pm 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85688970988 

Email reminder with the link will be sent out on December 
21, 2020. It will also be posted on our website.  

Christmas Eve  

Breakfast In Bethlehem  
from our Kitchen to Yours - 10 am 

via Zoom Watch for more details 

about this family friendly 

time together on Christmas 

Eve. There will be 

games, stories and 

carols as we enjoy 

a special breakfast 

time together.  

Blue Christmas Service 
December 20, 3pm via zoom 

 
        Come for a time of prayer and solace. We will hear the 

Christmas story, experience beautiful music and light 
candles of hope from our own homes. Our souls will be 

connected though we are physically separate as we 
open our hearts to the Holy One who loves us and lends 

us strength and compassion in times of trouble. 
 

If you would like to attend, please contact Debbie 
Stockdale or Chantal Winslow for the link to 
the service and we will email it to you.  

Healing Touch continues to run on the first 

Wednesday of every month over Zoom. If you would 

like to sign up, please contact the Church office by the 

Monday before to make an appointment and get a link 

to your private session.  

A recording of Advent and Christmas organ 

music will be posted to our St. David’s  

YouTube channel by mid-December for your 

holiday listening enjoyment. 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC6c124Hs_H8qK_-Jgkg6DPA  
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Financial Note 
 

Contribution Envelopes 
The 2021 envelopes were ordered in September and should 
be arriving in December.  These will be mailed out to you as 
soon as they are received. If you previously received weekly 
envelopes, you will find you will be receiving monthly      
envelopes this year. In consultation with the Treasurer, 
Mike Stockdale, we discussed the impacts of Covid-19: 
 As in person pickup of envelopes is not possible this year, 

we will have to mail out the contribution envelopes; the 
weekly envelope box costs significantly more to mail 
than the monthly envelopes. 

 The unlikelihood of in-person weekly services resuming in the first part of 
2021  

 
As such it was decided we would only supply monthly envelopes for 2021. 
 
When mailing in your monthly contribution, please consider the following: 
 Do not mail cash.  
 Given mail delays and part time staffing, it may take a few weeks for your 

cheque to be received, recorded and then cashed.  
  If contributing by cheque for more than one month, please write separate 

cheques for future months. We are happy to take post-dated cheques. 
 

Year End Contributions 
If you are using interact or mailing in a cheque for a December contribution, and 
wish that to form part of your 2020 giving’s for tax receipt purposes, the date of 
the transaction must be on or before Dec 31. 2020.  December cheques will need 
to be received at the church by Jan 15, 2020. 2020 Tax receipts will be mailed out 
in February  2021. 

The Church Office will be closed from  

December 21 at 4 pm until January 4 at 9 am.  
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