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Title: A servant is not greater than the master 
Primary Text: John 15:18-25

Expanded Reading: Luke 1:,46- 56, 1 John 3:13-16, Ps 69:4

Big Idea: As a follower of Jesus, do not expect to be treated better than Jesus was 
treated

______________________________________________________________________________


Engage  Talk about a time you experienced rejection for being a follower of Jesus 
or a time you witnessed someone else being rejected.  How did this 
impact you? 

a. Have someone briefly review what they remembered from the 
sermon?  

b. What  stood out to you/challenged you/ made you think in the
sermon? 

Learn    Read the Primary Text 

 
1. The NT mentions the kosmos or “World” frequently. John 15:18-25 says 

we should not be surprised if we are hated by the world. John 3:16 says 
“God so loved the world.” 1 Jn 2:15-17 says do not love the world.  Talk 
about some of the ways “the world” is used in the New Testament and how 
we are to relate to it. (c.f. Rom. 12:2, Mark 8:36,John 16:33, 2 Cor 10:3,1 
Tim 6:7-8, James 4:4). 

2. Re-read John 15:22-25 Summarize what Jesus is saying here. See also 
John 9: 40-41. What kind of guilt is Jesus talking about here? How might 
guilt, turn to hate in our lives? In the lives of people we know? 

3. Read the Magnificat and then the following quote by the German 
theologian Dietrich Bonheoffer, who stood up against the Nazis.  
Bonheoffer spoke these words in a sermon during Advent 1933:


“The song of Mary is the oldest Advent hymn. It is at once the most passionate, 
the wildest, one might even say the most revolu=onary Advent hymn ever sung. 
This is not the gentle, tender, dreamy Mary whom we some=mes see in 
pain=ngs.…This song has none of the sweet, nostalgic, or even playful tones of 
some of our Christmas carols. It is instead a hard, strong, inexorable song about 
the power of God and the powerlessness of humankind.” (Bonhoeffer was 
executed for standing up against Hitler near the end of the war.) 
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Summarize Luke 1:51-53. How might Mary’s  view  of the world and Bonhoeffer’s 
reflec=on strengthen you when you are experiencing rejec=on for your faith (or 
from the World). 

Deepen    What questions did you want to ask when listening to the sermon? 
Leaders, allow people to wrestle with the text. Don’t feel like you need to have 
all the answers, but in your preparation think about the questions that will 
arise and be prepared to point toward Jesus and the Scriptures for answers.   

What Scripture passages might inform these unanswered questions? 


Live 	 	     
In your life, does opposition to your faith come mostly from home, friends, 
work, school, or somewhere else? What does that opposition look like? 
Is there someone you are fearful to talk to about your faith? 
How can your small group pray for you and the opposition that you will face.
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