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Some time ago a homeless man 
 Was sleeping regularly at the front entry (of the church). 
 
From what I understand  
 He wasn’t being obnoxious, 
  He would move when asked to. 
 
But he wasn’t tidy. 
 He would leave a mess behind him. 
  And he was often in the way. 
 
When I was asked what I thought of this problem 
 My first thought was to get rid of him. 
  Ask him to leave. 
   Call the police if he resists. 
 
We’re a church. 
 We aren’t a shelter. 
  And there are plenty of places in Kamloops 

That can take good care of him.   
 
Now it’s not that I had forgotten 
 That we are called to “love our neighbors”. 
 
I just thought of him 
 As more of a nuisance than a neighbor. 
 
My neighbors are those nice middleclass folks 
 That live in my cul-de-sac. 
  People who go to work in the morning, 
   People who pay their taxes. 
 

My neighbors are those people,  
Not the homeless or the addicted downtown. 

 
So would you consider that man your neighbor? 
 
And when you read headlines about the homeless 

Or columns about asylum seekers,  
Or obituaries for opioid users… 

 
Do you think of these people as neighbors? 
 
Today’s Gospel lesson 
 Addresses the issue of loving our neighbor, 
  More specifically,  

who qualifies as our neighbor. 
    
The truth is that in our day, as in Jesus day,  

people recognise an obligation to care for others. 
They just aren’t sure how far this obligation stretches. 

 
When the lawyer in today’s story 
 Summarises the law as loving God and neighbor 

He is drawing from specific texts in Deuteronomy and Leviticus.i 
 
 Leviticus understands neighbor  

A “citizens and resident aliens in Israel”. 
 

So how does that law apply when the people are in Exile? 
 And do resident aliens include your Roman occupiers? 
 
As one scholar notes: “The history between Leviticus and Jesus 

 had changed the neighborhood of the Israelites repeatedly. 
 
[And so] The question was always alive…”ii 
 It continued to be debated. 
 
“who is my neighbor?”.iii 
 Who are we called to love? 
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I’m not going to tell the story of Jesus’ response, yet again. 
 It’s familiar to most of you.  
  You’ve already heard it two times already this morning. 
 
But I would like to add a few explanatory notes 

To make better sense of this story: 
To help us understand it 
 And maybe even start putting it into action. 

 
PAUSE 
 
First of all it should be noted that  
 The road in Jesus’ story, 
  The Judean road from Jerusalem to Jericho 
   Was notoriously dangerous. 
 
“The descent was more than one-half mile;  

the distance was seventeen miles.  
 
[Maybe more pertinent is that fact that] The road was notorious  

as a high-crime district  
where travelers were warned to travel at their own risk.”iv  

 
Not a road you want to travel down unless you have to. 
 Not a place for a Sunday drive 
  Or a roadside picnic. 
 
Just think of the Coquihalla during a snowstorm: 
 There’s danger in driving it, 
  there’s danger in pulling over, 
   there’s danger in stopping to help someone. 
 
Secondly it should be noted 
 That while the lives of the priest and Levite 
  were governed by concerns over ceremonial purity,  
 
“Nothing [in the story] indicates  

that they think the victim is dead  
or that they fear contracting contamination… 

 

[And] even if the man were dead,  
such purity concerns would be insignificant  

compared to the weightier need  
to arrange for the burial of an exposed body.” v  

 
You might race past an accident 
 When you are taking a woman in labor, to the hospital. 
  But that day, they had no religious excuse, 
   To pass by on the other side. 
  
A third point and final note 
 One that I mentioned last week, 
  Is the enmity between the Jews and the Samaritans. 
 
The “Samaritans were descendants of a mixed population  

occupying the land following the conquest of Assyria… 
They opposed rebuilding the temple and Jerusalem 

 and constructed their own place of worship  
on Mount Gerizim.”vi  

 
All to say that the story’s protagonist, 
 The Samaritan, was consider unclean, 
  was deemed a religious heretic, 
   And he travelling on a highway in Judea, in Jewish land. 
 
This man is a poster waving Democrat 
  At a Republican rally.  
 
Three small but significant points. 
 Did you get them? 
 
There was significant personal risk to stopping on the road, 
 They priest and Levite had no religious exemption from helping, 
   The Samaritan was hated and was in Jewish territory. 
 
So it is with great irony, 
 That in Jesus’ story the priest and Levites are villains 
  And the Samaritan a hero. 
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The Jews considered themselves the Chosen People.  

The recipients of God’s compassion and care. 
But how do they respond to those in need? 
 They pass by on the other side. 

 
A Samaritan. A half-breed heretic is the one 
 Who lives out God’s law. 
 
So why does this happen? 
 In the story we are told  

that it had something to do with compassion. 
 

We are told that when the Samaritan 
 Saw the beaten man, he “was moved with pity”; 

“his heart went out to him”.vii 
 

But the story also begins with a question about definitions. 
 And so, at a deeper level it would seem the story 
  Is about the scope of our concern: 
   Who we decide to be compassionate to. 
 
I doubt that the priest and Levite  
 Were cold and uncaring people. 
 
I’m sure they were kind to their friends, 
 That they were people others could depend on, 
  That they contributed sacrificially to their own communities. 
 
But when they saw that man 
 They excused themselves from responsibility. 
  For one reason or another,  

he was outside their narrow field of concern. 
 
We do this all the time, don’t we? 
 Most of us consider ourselves good citizens. 
  We vote and pay our taxes. 
   But when was the last time 
    You attended a public forum at city hall? 
 
 

Somewhere along the way 
 We decided that this falls outside of the scope 
  Of our public participation. 
 
We do the same thing 

With that call to ‘love our neighbor’. 
  We apply different limitations. 
   And care for those with familial bonds, or faith bonds, 
    Or to those in geographic proximity, 
     All the while overlooking others. 
       
But Jesus, it seems, would have us broaden 
 The scope of our concern, 
  Broaden our definition of neighbor. 
 
So where do we begin? 
  
Well we might start realising the breadth of compassion 
 That God has for all people. 
 
Few of us can legitimately trace our lineage to Abraham or Jacob. 
 Yet God has welcomed us in Jesus Christ. 
 
Few of us arrived this morning 
 Without thinking ill of someone 
  Or complaining about some situation. 
 
And yet when we confess our sins 
 God graciously forgives our sins, in Jesus Christ.  
 
We might start by realising the breadth of God’s compassion 
 
And we might tag along with others 
 Who have found a special passion 

to care for those outside 
   Our common definitions of neighbor.  
 
This past month, St. Giles’ Presbyterian (Prince George) 
 Organised a local “Coldest Night of the Year Walk” 
  To raise awareness and funds for homelessness. 



4 
 
Now this event didn’t come out of no-where. 
 
It was organised by a church member 
 Whose own son had ended up on the street 
  While dealing with some serious mental health issues. 
 
In an interview with a local paper she said that: 
 
“he was on the streets for about three or four months  

and it was quite horrendous. 
 

Within a 30-day period,  
he'd had more than 30 police incidents  

because he was so unstable…” 
 
After struggling to find appropriate resources  

her son was admitted into the Burnaby Centre  
for Mental Health and Addiction. 

 
While she was visiting her son at the center 
 She visited also visited her aunt and uncle  

And joined them in the Coldest Night of the Year walk 
in Vancouver. 

 
She told the paper that: 

“Because it was at the point  
where my son had just finished being homeless,  

[the walk] was really meaningful  
 
and that's when I thought  

we should have something like that in Prince George…”viii 
 
Through her own personal experience 
 Her scope of concern expanded. 
  And through her work and effort 
   She expanded the awareness and concern of others. 
   
Enrolling the help of her church 
 They gathered a roster 159 walkers. 
   And they raised a little over $27,000.ix 

Its not unusual to see events like these, 
 But it is unusual to see them spearheaded by churches. 
  Even more unusual to see a Presbyterian church at the center.  
 
We are too often preoccupied with our narrow concerns. 
 Too busy taking care of our established friends and neighbors. 
 
Well maybe it is time for us to do something, 
 Or just to begin thinking about who is our neighbor. 
 
If each of us did even one act of kindness 
 For this broader group of neighbors, 
  Just imagine how our whole city could change. 
 
May we follow the Spirit’s leading.  

This week and forever. Amen.  
 
Two further notes: 
 
Last week Berna Porter mentioned a workshop 
 That is being hosted at the Christian Reformed Church 
  Near South Sa-hali Elementary. 
 
It is on Saturday March 25th and will be running from 
 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. 
 
The workshop is called: 
 “Joining God in the Neighborhood.” 
 
At this worship you’ll be invited to join into a process 
 Of discerning where the Spirit is prompting us 
  To join God in our neighborhoods, 
   To broaden the scope of our concern. 
 
Both Berna Porter and myself will be attending. 
 You are all welcome to participate. 
  Please let me know if you want to come. 
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Also, I set out a photo of a man park bench [Jesus the Homeless]. 
 This photo was taken by Keith Boughton 
  On a recent trip to Ireland. 
   Please take a look. 

i Deuteronomy 6:5, Leviticus 19:18 
ii Roger E. Van Harn “Eighth Sunday after Pentecost, Year C; Luke 10:25-37” The 
Lectionary Commentary: the Gospels 370 
iii Luke 10:29 NRSV 
iv Roger E. Van Harn “Eighth Sunday after Pentecost, Year C; Luke 10:25-37” The 
Lectionary Commentary: the Gospels 370 
v Matthew L. Skinner “Luke 10:25-37, Exegetical Perspective” Feasting on the Word: 
Preaching the Revised Common Lectionary - Feasting on the Word – Year C, Volume 
3: Pentecost and Season After Pentecost 1 (Propers 3-16). 

 
 
 

vi Fred B. Craddock Luke 150 
vii Luke 10:33 NRSV; Luke 10:33 MSG 
viii Christine Hinzmann “Walk to raise awareness, funds for homelessness” Prince 
George Citizen January 25, 2017 www.princegeorgecitizen.com/news/local-
news/walk-to-raise-awareness-funds-for-homelessness-
1.8936447#sthash.eAE8vZIb.dpuf 
ix Don Hawkins “Walk for Homelessness Draws “Amazing” Response” Sunday, 
February 26, 2017 www.250news.com/2017/02/26/walk-for-homelessness-draws-
amazing-response/ 

                                                           


