
       

 

Living Waters 
December 2020/ 

January 2021 

Anoint My Head 
with Oil 

 
Page 5 

Ladies 
Christmas 

Party  
 

Page 7 

EPIC Virtual Sunday School and Youth 
See page 9 for next event 

Prayers 
 

Pages 
17-20 

Week of  
Prayer  for 
Christian  

Unity 
 

Page 25 



2     

 

Incumbent 

The Rev’d Fergus Tyson 

Assistants 

The Rev’d Cyril Haynes 
The Rev’d  Dr. Norman Knowles 
The Rev’d Dr. Bob Mummery 

Parish Council 2020 
Administration:  Paul Bourgeois      
Caring Contact: Fergus  
Christian Education:  Murray Sykes      
Communications: Paul Bourgeois      
Community Connection:  
Muyi Ekomwenrenren   
Deputy Incumbent’s Warden: 
Ingrid Bolton 
Hospitality:  Steve Colle 
Maintenance:  Gerald de Vries           
Incumbent’s Warden: Murray Sykes       
New Members: Julie Wilson     
Pastoral Care: Nicola Peden      
People’s Warden:  Cam Cline      
Outreach:  Loret MacDonald 
 Stewardship:  Kerry Peters      
Sunday School: Gloria Ford                
Worship:  Fergus Tyson       
Youth:  Vacant  
Ex Officio: The Rev’d Cyril Haynes 

 
Synod Delegates 

Cam Cline 
Alternates: Parish Council 
 

MCES Directors 
Kerry Peters , Iona Shaw 
 

Treasurer 
Treasurer:  Karen Huq          
 
 

Parish Ministries 
Worship Ministries 
Altar Guild - Robbie Coller 
Sacramental Assistants –  Ed Mullaney 
10:00 am Music Group – Paul Bourgeois 
Prayers of the People – Dinah Breu 
Readers 10 am – Robbie Coller 
Readers 8:30 am – Laura Anne Fink 
Servers –  Karla Manuel 
Sidespeople – Suzanne Wray 
Prayer Team – Dinah Breu 
Envelope Secretary – Debra Brisbin 
Counters— Roxie Hall 
 

Fellowship Ministries 
Greeters – Roxie Hall 
Coffee Time –  Hospitality 
Ladies Potluck Luncheon 
— Gloria Ford & Laura Anne Fink 
Men’s Breakfast  
– Kerry Peters 
Fellowship & Foods Group  
– Doreen Peters  
Secret Friends – Julie Wilson  
Toddlers to Tweens  
— Abby Ekomwenrenren 
Youth Group – Keith Daye 
Maintenance –  Gerald de Vries 
 

  Christian Education 
Nursery –  Pamela Fleming 
Youth –  Keith Daye  
Adult Education  
Clergy & Lay  
Stewardship –Kerry Peters 
Library – Doreen & Kerry Peters 
Anglican Fellowship of Prayer  
–  Dinah Breu 
Sunday School  Coordinator  
–  Gloria Ford & Shannon Colle 
 
 

Pastoral Ministries 
Hospital Visiting – Clergy  
& Pastoral Care Team 
 Home Visiting – Clergy  
& Pastoral Care Team  
Caring Contact -  Fergus  
Casserole Ministry – Linda Hubert 
(Contact Office) 
 Prayer Group – Dinah Breu 
Prayer Chain – Dinah Breu 
Card Ministry – Gail Munro 
Pastoral Care Team – Nicola Peden 
Grief Support Group 
– Laura Anne Fink  
 

 Outreach Ministries 
Outreach Committee  
– Loret MacDonald 
Father Lacombe Sunday Eucharist—
Kathleen Robinson 
Father Lacombe Fridays –  
Kerry Peters  
AgeCare Seton — Fergus 
NeST — Jennifer Solem 
Food Bank, CAWST, Alpha House etc. – 
shared through Outreach Committee 
PWRDF — Doreen Peters  
Quilt/Shawl Prayer Ministry  
– Laura Anne Fink 
Living Waters  
– Laura Anne Fink  

St. Paul’s 
information 

7 Sunmills Green S.E 
Calgary, Alberta  T2X 3P6 
Phone (403)256-1428 
Fax (403)256-1554 

Email:  
office@stpaulscalgary.ca 
Website: 
www.stspaulscalgary.ca 

SERVICE TIMES 
 

Sunday Services  at 9:30 online go to Sermons on our 
website 

Wednesday: 9:30 a.m. via Facebook and You tube 
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Jesus, God’s Gift to UsJesus, God’s Gift to Us  

The people who walked in darkness have seen a 
great light; those who lived in a land of deep 
darkness – on them light has shined. For a child 
has been born for us, a son given to us; authori-
ty rests upon his shoulders; and he is named 
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:2, 6-7) 
 
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take 
Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in 
her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, 
and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save 
his people from their sins.” (Matthew 1:20-21)  

 
Every Reign of Christ Service, we have an outreach 
focus. This year was no different. We weren’t able to 
have a Guest Speaker with us, due to the pandemic, 
but we watched a video by Dave Conrad from The 
Mustard Seed, which sensitized us to the 
challenges faced by this ministry, and those 
they serve, in 2020. In the video, Dave said, 
“When the world started to shut its doors in 
March and close down, at The Mustard 
Seed, we decided that we needed to stay 
open.” He then talked about how First Alli-
ance Church stepped up to provide space 
(their occupancy had been halved, due to 
physical distancing requirements). Dave also 
discussed the tremendous difficulty of fol-
lowing health regulations to isolate if symp-
tomatic. He asked, “How does one isolate 
when experiencing homelessness, with no 
home of one’s own to stay in?” How, indeed! It re-
minds me of the prayer by Cameron Bellm, which we 
shared early in the pandemic, but which applies again 
as we’re experiencing a near-second lockdown: “May 
we who settle in for a quarantine at home remember 
those who have no home.”  
 
It always strikes me as most fitting that World AIDS 
Day, which occurs on December 1, falls each year so 
close to the beginning of Advent. It’s a reminder to us 
that our world enters the Advent Season broken and 
longing for the light. All of us, of course, know this 
from our own lives. All of us know this yearning, this 
longing inside of us. And the proximity of the two is 
also a reminder to us, in our brokenness, of where the 
true light is to be found. This year, we’ve entered the 
Advent Season with the particular brokenness of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and the rapidly increasing num-
bers becoming infected. Back on Oct. 29, I began 
making a graph of the number cases in our area 
(Calgary SE, SW, and Fish Creek on the Alberta Re-
launch Map). It’s been steadily going up, at around an 
80 degree angle! At the time of writing, the number 
of cases in our area since the Diocese made the deci-
sion on November 13 to once again suspend in-person 

Services has more than doubled, going from 549 to 
1,117! Recognizing this need, we posted online on 
World AIDS Day the quiet Service of comfort, hope, 
and healing that we call a Service of Solace, to en-
courage our hearts through prayer, song, and Holy 
Scripture. You can watch it by clicking here. 
 
This Advent and Christmas, there’s no shortage of 
voices claiming to offer the answer to the brokenness, 
the aching and yearning of our souls, but the hollow-
ness of their claims is only made more apparent by 
the COVID-19 challenge we’re facing.  
 
There are voices loudly proclaiming that what we 
need are the newest and most technologically ad-
vanced “things,” but we all know this year more than 
ever that they cannot satisfy our longing for depth in 

life. The technology at our disposal has 
been wonderful, and we’ve been very 
blessed to be able to use it in this pandemic 
to live stream Services and Continuing Edu-
cation and Fellowship activities, but all of 
us know that more Zoom Meetings aren’t 
the answer to what we need in life! I think 
that deep down, we know (perhaps coming 
to this conviction some time during the 
spring lockdown) that what we need is not 
more to watch more shows on Netflix! 
 
There are voices inviting us to pursue life’s 
pleasures, but we have the yearning to be 
set free from the prison of self-centredness. 

In recent days, we’ve been enraged and repulsed by 
the ugliness of self-centredness and its disregard for 
anything and anyone but (what it believes to be) its 
own interests, that’s been in stark and brazen display 
in the anti-mask mass gatherings that have taken 
place in our city and throughout our Province in the 
midst of this pandemic. We see this, and we know in 
our bones that a life that thinks it’s “all about me,” is 
stilted, not having progressed past the toddler stage 
of maturity. We know that more selfish pursuit of 
pleasure is the last thing we – or our world – need. 
 
Much closer to the mark are the voices telling us that 
loving relationships and giving of ourselves are the 
answer. But family breakdown in our society, and do-
mestic violence, bear witness to the fact that we find 
ourselves incapable of responding to such a call, una-
ble to give, when we are empty inside. Again, COVID-
19 has only made this more clear. November was Fam-
ily Violence Prevention Month. Family violence has 
been called the “pandemic within the pandemic,” due 
to its tragic increase in these last 9 months of COVID-
19. In a November 4 Global News article entitled, 
“Reading between the lines of Calgary’s domestic vio-
lence statistics during the COVID-19 pandem-

The Rev’d Fergus Tyson 

https://youtu.be/T89Sx2unr1Q
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ic” (https://globalnews.ca/news/7438535/calgary-domestic-

violence-covid-19-pandemic/), the Calgary Domestic Vio-

lence Collective said that in the spring lockdown: 
 

The CDVC saw a decline in the number of calls 
to police, helplines, and service providers for 
support. That this was because those experi-
encing violence were unable to call safely due 
to being trapped at home with their abuser, 
was confirmed by the spike in the number of 
calls once the lockdown was ended, The Family 
Violence Info Line (310-1818) saw a 23% in-
crease in calls from April to August this year 
compared to the same time last year, accord-
ing to the CDVC.  The chat service experienced 
an 83% increase in use in 2020 over the same 
period in 2019.  

 
Finally, there are voices that suggest that this 
“Holiday Season” is the answer. As the song says: “It’s 
the most wonderful time of the year” But we know 
that this isn’t true for so many. For many, it’s the 
most difficult time of the year – 
and again, even more so in 
2020. People are experiencing 
more isolation than in other 
years, and so more darkness in 
what was already a dark place. 
If you find yourself really strug-
gling, please reach out to 
someone to talk: family, 
friends, me, Cyril, Norman, or 
Bob. If you Google “COVID-19 
Mental Health Support – Gov-
ernment of Alberta,” you’ll al-
so find many resources to help.  
 
So many “Holiday” traditions this year are having to 
go by the wayside. There are so many things we have 
to forego. This is the first time ever that we won’t be 
spending Christmas with our daughter. Instead, we’re 
planning to meet on Dec. 12 in the parking lot of the 
Carstairs’ Co-op to do a gift exchange! Even in our 
very secular world, Lessons and Carols or Christmas 
Eve Services are still usually full to overflowing. But 
all indications are that for so many, if not everybody, 
the in-person option for these Services won’t be avail-
able this year (though I should say here that we’ll be 
posting online at 9:30 a.m. on December 20 a Service 
of Lessons and Carols, with recordings of Readers from 
our Parish and Carols by our Choir and a Virtual Choir 
from the National Church’s Lessons and Carols Ser-
vice; and on Christmas Eve, we’ll be posting online a 
Children’s Service at 5 p.m. and Candlelight Service of 
Spiritual Communion at 7:30 p.m.).  
 
In fact, even when we have all of our traditions, we 
can feel that we don’t have the energy (who doesn’t 
usually find this time of year exhausting?), or the time 
to really do them justice. And even when our Christ-
mas traditions live up to our expectations, Christmas 
goes by so quickly, like the Christmas truce in World 
War I - and indeed, like all of life itself. As we see life 
slipping away, we can feel like we’re still only skim-
ming its surface, but dipping our toe in the ocean. We 
yearn for somewhere so much deeper than we seem 
able to go. We desire so much more love and life. This 
applies to “religious” traditions no less than the oth-
ers. In non-COVID years, for example, we may attend 
a Lessons and Carols or Christmas Eve Service in-

person, and enjoy it – but still find ourselves leaving 
the Service still with an indescribable yearning for 
something more.  
 
In the midst of all these voices this Advent and Christ-
mas, there’s another voice, the voice of God, which 
speaks to us through the age-old Christmas Story to 
reveal what this “something more” is.  
 
In the Isaiah passage quoted at the beginning of this 
message, Jesus is said to be given as a light to shine 
on those living in deep darkness. You may remember 
that on Advent Sunday, we listened to the recording 
of an introduction to Advent by our Archbishop, in 
which he reminded us that the Church in the northern 
hemisphere the Church picked the darkest time of the 
year in the darkest time of the year to remember this 
truth, and lit candles on an Advent Wreath to symbol-
ize it. And, in fact, the darker the days get, the more 
candles in the Wreath are lit. The final candle to be 
lit is the Christ Candle, on Christmas Eve. The Christ-
mas Story reveals that what our hearts are yearning 

for is not just a light, but the 
One who is the light.  
 
As Father Mark Toups says in a 
video trailer for this year’s Ad-
vent Study,:  
 

If you’re asking how to have 
a great Advent, then let me 
ask, “Are you preparing for 
a day, or are you preparing 
for a Person?” Far too often 
in December, our eyes are 
focussed on a day, December 
25, rather than a Person, 

Jesus Christ, who is given to us on that day. 
  
We’re yearning not for a “what,” but a “whom;” not 
for a thing, but for a Person – Jesus. We’re yearning 
not for Jesus as a wonderful, heart-warming tale, or 
Jesus as an inspiring example of how to love, but for 
the real, alive, Jesus himself, God’s Gift to us and all 
the world. 
 
In the Bible Study portion of our Advent Study last 
week, we discussed the question: “What about the 
angel Gabriel’s pronouncements in Matthew 1:20-21 
(quoted at the beginning of this message) might have 
surprised Joseph?” Obviously, the message that what 
Mary had told him about the Virgin Conception was 
true would be right up there on the list! But we also 
reflected on how surprising would have been the 
words, “You are to name him Jesus, for he will save 
his people from their sins.” Joseph would have ex-
pected at most: “... for he will save his people from 
Roman oppression.” But the surprising pronouncement 
was that Jesus was going to accomplish a deliverance 
so much deeper. He came to save us from our sins. 
Jesus gives us a healing so much deeper than the 
coronavirus! He gives us the light of his love, enabling 
us to see in the darkness; he gives us the fire of his 
love burning within our hearts. We need God with us, 
but not just with us as in beside us; we need God with 
us as in within us. We need Jesus to dwell in our 
hearts, never to leave, to transform us and make us 
into his own likeness, as his life courses through us the 
way the sap of the Vine courses through its branches.  
 
Every few years, I share one of the ways God’s voice 

We’re yearning not for a 
“what,” but a “whom;” not 
for a thing, but for a Person 
– Jesus. The message of Ad-
vent and Christmas is that 
Jesus is God’s Gift to us and 
all the world. 

https://globalnews.ca/news/7438535/calgary-domestic-violence-covid-19-pandemic/
https://globalnews.ca/news/7438535/calgary-domestic-violence-covid-19-pandemic/
https://newsroom.calgary.ca/addressing-family-violence-is-more-important-than-ever/
https://newsroom.calgary.ca/addressing-family-violence-is-more-important-than-ever/
https://www.alberta.ca/family-violence-find-supports.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/family-violence-find-supports.aspx
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has spoken this gently and simply to me: the short sto-
ry, The Parable of the Birds, by Louis Cassels. The story 
goes as follows: 
 

Once upon a time, there was a man who looked 
upon Christmas as a lot of humbug. He wasn't a 
Scrooge. He was a very kind and decent per-
son, generous to his family, upright in all his 
dealings with other people. But he didn't be-
lieve all that stuff about Jesus coming to earth 
as a baby, which churches talk about at Christ-
mas. Why would the Son of God want to do an-
ything like that? So when his family left to at-
tend the midnight service on Christmas Eve, he 
stayed home. 
 
 
Shortly after the family 
drove away snow began 
to fall. He went to the 
window and watched the 
flurries getting heavier 
and heavier. Sometime 
later, as he was reading 
his newspaper by the 
fire, he was startled by 
a thudding sound that 
was quickly followed by 
another. Then another. 
When he went to investi-
gate, he found a flock of 
birds huddled miserably 
in the snow. They had 
been caught in the 
storm, and in a desper-
ate search for shelter 
had tried to fly through 
the window. 
 
"I can't let these poor creatures lie there and 
freeze," he thought. "But how can I help them?" 
Then he remembered the barn. It would pro-
vide a warm shelter. He quickly put on his coat 
and boots and tramped through the deepening 
snow to the barn. He opened the doors wide 
and turned on the light. But the birds didn't 
come in. 
 
"Food will bring them in," he thought. So he 
hurried back to the house for bread crumbs, 
which he sprinkled on the snow to make a trail 
into the barn. To his dismay, the birds ignored 
the bread crumbs and continued to flop around 
helplessly in the snow.  
 
He tried shooing them into the barn by walking 
around and waving his arms. They scattered in 
every direction – except into the warm, lighted 
barn. "They find me a strange and terrifying 
creature," he said to himself, "and I can't seem 
to think of any way to let them know they can 
trust me. If only I could be a bird myself for a 

few minutes, perhaps I could lead them to 
safety." 
 
Just at that moment the church bells began to 
ring. He stood silently for awhile, listening to 
the bells pealing the glad tidings of Christmas. 
Then he sank to his knees in the snow." Now I 
understand," he whispered. "Now I see why You 
had to do it." 

 
Through this simple story, God reminds me that the 
message of Advent and Christmas is that Jesus is God’s 
Gift to all of us who are lost, cold, and afraid. He 
poured himself out in love, from the wood of the man-
ger to the wood of the Cross, the stone of the stable 
cave to the stone of the tomb, so that we might no 

longer shrink back in 
fear, but rather enjoy 
fellowship with him for 
ever and ever. All our 
yearning is satisfied in 
him. Jesus came to be 
the answer to the longing 
of our heart, the Light 
that dispels all the dark-
ness, the fire that res-
cues from the icy cold. 
He came to take us into 
the depths of meaning 
and value in life. He 
came to deliver us from 
our self-centred prisons, 
and set us free to give of 
ourselves as we share the 
love he has poured out 
into our hearts. He came 

to shine within us, and shine through us. 
 

This Christmas, I invite us all, if we haven’t done so be-
fore, to receive God’s Gift to us, the Lord Jesus, by al-
lowing him to come into our hearts to be our hope, 
peace, joy, and love – our everything - forever. If 
we’ve opened our hearts to Jesus already, let’s dedi-
cate ourselves with thanksgiving to walking in ever-
deepening fellowship with him (unwrapping more, to 
reveal more of God’s Gift, than ever before). And then, 
let’s all bear witness by our lives to a weary, lost, and 
fearful world that everything – every yearning and eve-
ry longing - is fulfilled in him.  
 
God bless you all, this Advent and Christmas and al-
ways. 

 
Your Brother in Jesus, 
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A Monthly Rosary - via Zoom 
Second Saturday of each month at 2:00 pm 

The Rev. Jerrod McCormack will be offering a monthly rosary via Zoom, 
on the second Saturday of each month at 2:00 pm.  These services usual-
ly run for 30 minutes.  Time is taken to share intentions with one another 
and then to pray the rosary together.  If you are interested you can con-

tact Jerrod at RevJerrod@gmail.com, and he will send you the link. 

I have to admit, I always wondered what this part 

of Psalm 23 meant. I thought “He anoints my 

head with oil” was figurative language for God 

keeping the Psalmist healthy. I never knew this 

parallel. 

 

Anoint my head with oil 

 

“Sheep can get their head caught in briers and 

die trying to get untangled. There are horrid little 

flies that like to torment sheep by laying eggs in 

their nostrils which turn into worms and drive the 

sheep to beat their head against a rock, some-

times to death. Their ears and eyes are also sus-

ceptible to tormenting insects. So the shepherd 

anoints their whole head with oil. Then there is 

peace. That oil forms a barrier of protection 

against the evil that tries to destroy the sheep. Do 

you have times of mental torment? Do the worri-

some thoughts invade your mind over and over? 

Do you beat your head against a wall trying to 

stop them? Have you ever asked God to anoint 

your head with oil? He has an endless supply! His 

oil protects and makes it possible for you to fix 

your heart, mind, and eyes on Him today and al-

ways! There is peace in the valley! May our good 

good Father anoint your head with oil today so 

that your cup overflows with blessings! God is 

good and He is faithful!!” 

 

From Heart Prints 

ttJuaelSlpSonsy 10, 2dhroriresend0f18 

Anoint My Head With Oil 

mailto:%20RevJerrod@gmail.com
ttJuaelSlpSonsy 10, 2dhroriresend0f18
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Watch announcements for when events will resume or be resched-
uled         

Ladies’ Luncheon      Undecided at this time  

EPIC on ZOOM           Sunday, Dec. 13 2:00 to 3:30 pm 

Sunday, January 31  Annual Meeting of Parishioners   11:30 am 

Watch announcements for when the Bible Studies will resume. 
 

First & third Wednesdays  9:30 am Morning Prayer on 
Facebook & YouTube  
 

Bible Study: Wednesday Bible Studies at 10:30 am 
on the Readings for the upcoming Sunday. They’re 
always great times of insight and fellowship. 
M’Laurel is offering these Bible Studies, via Zoom 
or regular phone. If you’d like to participate, or be 
given more information, please contact her at msthompson@xplornet.ca. 
Thank you, M’Laurel, for this!  

DATE  OFFICIATING     ASSISTING   PREACHING   CHILDREN’S TIME  
Dec. 13     Fergus       Bob                     Bob                                              Bob    
Dec. 20     Norman    Fergus               Fergus   
Dec. 24 5:00 pm    Fergus                         Fergus   
Dec. 24 7:30 pm      Fergus              Fergus        
Dec. 27      Norman                      Norman     Norman   

ROSTER FOR SUNDAY SERVICES 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

BIBLE STUDIES 

December –  Christian Education, adver-

tise AMP meeting in January 

 

January – Choir, hand chimes, screens & 

sound boards, newcomers, Outreach 
 

February – Prayers of the people, Sunday 

prayer teams,  
 

March – Nursery, youth group, shepherd-

ing, promote Easter services, Altar guild, 

PWRDF, hospitality, promote Lenten study 

and shrove Tuesday dinner 
 

April – Stewardship, fall and spring clean 

up days, grass cutting, library, book nook, 

maintenance group 
 

May – Bible study, yard sale, Quilt and 

shawl ministry, grief support, chemo care 

bags 

 

June – Sunday school picnic, Stampede 

BBQ lunch 

 

September – Fellowship and Food Groups, 

Ladies pot luck, Men’s breakfasts, Alpha 

Groups, Sunday School 

 

October – Coffee time, Father Lacombe 

ministries, food bank, greeting card minis-

try, casserole ministry, Pastoral Care 

 

November – Greeters, lesson readers, 

counters, sacramental assistants, sides 

persons, servers, communications, St. 

Paul’s Christmas Market, promoting Christ-

mas dinner and pageant, Secret friends 

ministry 

Services will be available Live Streamed on 
Facebook or on  our website . Please click 
on the Sermon tab in the top right hand 
corner of the home page. There are no in-
person Services until further notice.  
 
Sunday, December 6: Advent 2 
Sunday, December 13: Advent 3 Gaudete Sunday 
Sunday, December 20: Advent 4 Lessons and Carols 
Thursday, December 24: 5:00  Children’s Service 
     7:30 pm  Candlelight Spiritual Communion 
Friday, December 25: no service  
Sunday, December 27: Christmas 1 9:30 am  
Sunday, January 3: Epiphany 
Sunday, January 10: Baptism of the Lord 
Sunday, January 18 to 25: Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
Sunday, January 24: Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
Sunday, January 31: Conversion of St. Paul, AMP 11:30 am 

St. Paul’s Ministries  
to be featured  
on the third Sunday  
of each month:  

UPCOMING SERVICES 
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What is the Secret Friend Ministry? 
 
St. Paul’s Secret Friend Ministry is open to all 
women of our parish. It is designed to bring the 
women of our parish closer together through the 
blessings of a “Secret Friend.”  
 
A secret friend will take time to try and get to 
know their new secret friend. They will lift them 
up in prayer and bless them with regular corre-
spondence and perhaps a small gift for special 
occasions, all secretly, of course. 
 
The reveal and choosing of a new Secret Friend 
will take place at our annual Secret Friend Christ-
mas Party on Tuesday December 15th via Zoom. 
All the women of our parish are invited and you 
do not have to be a Secret Friend to attend. If 

you would like to join us please RSVP to 
Julie Wilson by December 8th. 
 
We look forward to another wonderful year of Secret Blessings! 
 

For more information and to RSVP please contact Julie Wilson at 403 630-1533 or by 
email at jthompsonwilson@shaw.ca. 

Please RSVP to Julie at jthompsonwilson@shaw.ca 

by December 8th. 
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                                                                          Transition Accomplished 

 
Praise and thank God for His great blessing in the privilege of being the interim co-ordinator of Sunday School and reporter 
to Parish Council on Youth.  When Rick Coller suggested 2 years ago that God might be calling me to fulfill this roll, I thought 
Rick was “out to lunch” but agreed to pray about it. It’s amazing how our Lord often will use people around us to “speak to 
us”.   
 
How many times has God reached out to you recently? 
 
*through nature 
*through the Bible - God’s Word 
*through circumstance  
*through a “Rick Coller” 
 
God is always initiating, always seeking, always communicating with us to keep our relationship with Him vital, alive and real.   
 
You’ve heard this story before - as I prayed, read His Word, listened, God agreed with me:  “I can’t do this work.” ’TRUE.’  
"Not at my age.”  ’TRUE.’  "Not at this season in my life.”  ‘TRUE.’  And God continued, “BUT I CAN - THROUGH YOU!” “AND IT 
WON’T BE FOR TOO LONG.  AND I WILL SEND YOU SOMEONE TO WALK BESIDE YOU TO TRAIN UP AND TAKE OVER.” 
 
So here we are - 2 years later - and I’m about to pass the torch to the person God promised to send along to walk beside me, 
learn the co-ordinator’s role and then, take over.  Not only is she a quick and willing study.  She’s crafty (knows how to do 
crafts ;), dedicated, innovative and above all — loves Jesus and wants our kids to know and love Jesus.  Her new initiative  
EPIC   (Encouraging People In Christ)… I believe, is brilliant.  Having a ZOOM program for all ages in this crazy time of COVID-
19, is indeed a way to keep us connected as a family in Christ. It’s fun and maybe a bit crazy too, so that, even though we are 
physically separated, we can continue to grow together in Christ.  I encourage all of us to buddy up in our family (if we can) 
and join in the EPIC fun in the months ahead. 
 
It’s time to Pass the Torch to the person God sent to me 20 months ago………………………... 
 
SHANNON COLLE 
 
your new Sunday School & Youth Co-ordinator at St. Paul’s Anglican Church! 
 
May our Lord Jesus Christ continue to bless her and her family with good health, protection, joy and every good blessing 
which comes from heaven above. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Gloria Ford 

PASSING THE TORCH 
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Our first EPIC event was a huge success with 28 participating 

over ZOOM!  We made pretzels, learned some history and how 

the pretzel can symbolize God’s love for us and how he holds 

each one of us in his arms. We even had time for a scavenger 

hunt where the children raced to be the first to find random ob-

jects.  Of course we all enjoyed the finished product and shared 

them with our families. 

  

The EPIC Club (Encouraging People In Christ) welcomes all ages to participate and have a place to re-

connect with one another.  During this time of isolation with COVID-19 restrictions we are using ZOOM to 

stay connected however we look forward to meeting again in person once possible. We are in the pro-

cess of planning another EPIC event to take place during Advent – stay tuned for details to come soon! 

FIRST VIRTUAL SUNDAY SCHOOL AND YOUTH EVENT 
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Our next Sunday School and Youth Zoom EPIC Event (EPIC for Encourag-
ing People In Christ) is NEXT SUN., Dec. 13, 2-3:30 pm.  

We’re decorating Christmas Cookies, and everyone’s invited to wear something 
“Christmassy.”  

Look for more info. in the next couple of days.  

All ages from toddlers to teens, plus parents and 
grandparents, are WELCOME!  

Please spread the word, and invite family and friends 
to join us!  

THANK YOU, Shannon, and all who are helping lead these!  
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October Financial Figures 
Oct 2020 YTD Compara-
tive Income Statement 

  2020      
Actual  

2020 Budget 
Yr To Date 

PercentageO-
ver/Under 
Budget Yr To 
Date 

  2019 Actu-
al 

Year-to-year $ 
Increase/ De-
crease  

Year-to-year % 
Increase/    
Decrease 

Income                 

  General $145,441 $178,967 -18.7%   $168,804 -$23,363 -13.8% 

  Open $223 $3,597 -93.8%   $2,444 -$2,221 -90.9% 

  Special $150 $0 0.0%   $0 $150 0.0% 

Offering Total   $145,814 $182,564 -20.1%   $171,248 -$25,434 -14.9% 

  Other income $1,030 $9,179 -88.8%   $5,544 -$4,514 -81.4% 

  Covid 19 Relief Subsidies $13,481 $0 0.0%   $0 $13,481 n/a 

  Hall Rentals $1,600 $0 0.0%   $3,730 -$2,130 -57.1% 

  Fundraising events $1,329 $3,417 -61.1%   $1,608 -$279 0 

Total income   $163,254 $195,159 -16.3%   $182,130 -$18,876 -10.4% 
                  

Expense                 

  Utilities/insurance $10,621 $12,574 -15.5%   $12,278 -$1,657 -13.5% 

  General Maintenance $10,856 $10,401 4.4%   $8,502 $2,354 27.7% 

  Administration $16,519 $22,043 -25.1%   $23,418 -$6,899 -29.5% 
  Ministerial $99,924 $97,393 2.6%   $96,924 $3,000 3.1% 

  Apportionment $14,617 $25,390 -42.4%   $27,590 -$12,973 -47.0% 

  Communications $738 $1,070 -31.0%   $826 -$88 -10.7% 

  Worship $5,831 $6,786 -14.1%   $6,725 -$894 -13.3% 

  Christian Education $1,140 $2,278 -50.0%   $2,433 -$1,293 -53.1% 

  Hospitality, Fellowship $27 $1,730 -98.4%   $1,792 -$1,765 -98.5% 

  Outreach $5,152 $18,399 -72.0%   $17,876 -$12,724 -71.2% 

  Pastoral Care $0 $348 -100.0%   $299 -$299 0.0% 

  Other $71 $486 -85.4%   $4,688 -$4,617 0.0% 

Total Expense   $165,496 $198,898 -16.8%   $203,351 -$37,855 -18.6% 
                  

Net Operating Income   -$2,242 -$3,739     -$21,221 $18,979   

Adjusted Operating In-
come 

  -$2,242 -$3,739     -$21,221 $18,979   

                  

 Other Income Interest Revenue $198       $908     

  Planned Giving/bequests $0       $0     

Other Expenses Transfer to Project Fund $0       $245     

  Transfer to Directed Fund $0       $0     

                  

Net Profit   -$2,044       -$20,558 $18,514   
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Every Wednesday evening, we have an opportunity to explore together the core 

of Christianity with one of the world’s leading Biblical scholars!  
 

EVERYONE’S INVITED to participate in the “Simply Christian” Zoom Study, on 

ten Wednesday evenings from 7:30 to 9 p.m., continuing again in January and 

February   
 

We’ll watch a video presentation by Dr. Wright on Zoom together each week 

via screen sharing with computer audio, and then spend time in discussion, as-

sisted by questions in the Wesley Ministry Network’s excellent Study Partici-

pant’s Guide.  
 

Expanding on the themes of his acclaimed book Simply Christian, Dr. Wright of-

fers a fresh presentation of the timeless Christianity’s truths, making the case 

that faith is reasonable and rewarding for us today. This Study is ideal for seek-

ers, new Christians, and seasoned Christians as well! The first 3 minutes of the 

first session's video are attached with this email, to give a small taste of what 

the Study will be like.  
 

Please contact Fergus via email or 403-256-1428, if you’d like to participate.  
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HOW TO ATTEND IN-PERSON SERVICES: 
 
When we are able to begin in-person services once again here is what you need to know before before 
you come: 
  
a. MAKE A RESERVATION. As we have said, you MUST make a reservation if you want to attend. You can 
make a reservation for an upcoming Service any time before 9 a.m. the Friday just before the Ser-
vice. After this, reservations will be closed, to give us enough time to strategically arrange the spacing of 
participants. If you arrive without having made a reservation before 9 a.m. on Friday, we will, regretfully, 
have to tell you you’re unable to attend. You can make a reservation three ways, by phone (403-256-
1428), email (office@stpaulscalgary.ca), using “Plan Your Visit” on our website. You can see a tutorial on 
how to use “Plan Your Visit” by clicking here. You can book reservations on consecutive Sundays, and al-
so reserve space in more than one upcoming Service.  
 
Fergus will send out an email to you on Friday, confirming that you’re registered for the Service. If you 
don’t receive this email on Friday, as it means that you’re not registered. If you’re a first-time attendee, 
Fergus will include in his email an attached document with “25 things to do or expect” at the Sunday Ser-
vice.  on Sunday.” The document walks you step-by-step through what you can expect on Sunday. The 
purpose is not to try to have them memorize all this, of course, (you’ll have Greeters, a Sidesperson, a 
“Floater”, and Fergus helping you throughout), but to address the “How are we going to do this?” kinds of 
questions you may have.  
  
b. Take the Alberta Health Services’ Self Assessment Tool. We’ve informed the Diocese that we’ll be fol-
lowing the recommendation from the Diocese and Alberta Health Services that anyone planning to par-
ticipate in our Sunday’s Service take this Assessment (available online at https://myhealth.alberta.ca/
Journey/COVID-19/Pages/Assessment.aspx) before proceeding into the Sanctuary. If you forget to do 
this, you’ll be asked to read a poster on the outside door that contains this Tool. It will speed things up if as 
many people as possible do this at home. 
  
c. Use the washroom. Washroom usage at St. Paul’s is being discouraged, though not banned. We would 
ask, though, that we all work to keep this usage as limited as possible. 
  
d. Bring with you any water you’ll want to drink. The kitchen will be off limits. (Please remember “c” above 
when deciding how much water to bring!) 
  
e. Remember that the Service is at 9:30. Greeters will open the north door (the one by Sundance-on-the-
Green) at 9:15. The other doors will be locked. The Greeters will wait until 9:35. After that, the north door 
will be locked, too. 
 

 

mailto:office@stpaulscalgary.ca
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PqvjRF8TRc8
https://myhealth.alberta.ca/Journey/COVID-19/Pages/Assessment.aspx
https://myhealth.alberta.ca/Journey/COVID-19/Pages/Assessment.aspx


15      

 

A new Pastoral Care Course for our Diocesan learning has now been introduced. This will be a course 
that will speak to our care for one another pastorally. Pastoral Care is the gift, privilege and responsibility 
of us all to love one another as Christ loves us. In doing so it is good to have some training, learning and 
experience so we can do our very best. 
 
This Lay course will be held by Zoom from 6:30-8:45 pm on Thursdays . The dates are (2021) January 21, 28, 
February 4, 11, 18, 25 and March 4. Some of the topics include communication, boundaries, ethics, confi-
dentiality, grief and joy, healing, visiting, pastoral theology and the ministry of presence. 
 
Due to popular interest, the course is now full. 
If you would like to add your name to a second list, please contact Tracey. 
pastoralcare@calgary.anglican.ca 
 
Course agenda/outline week by week.   
The outline or bit of course summary is: 
Class 1: Welcome, Ministry of Presence, Pastoral Theology 
Class 2: Knowing ourselves Better, Self Care and Resiliency 
Class 3: Communicating : listening, speaking, being, silence 
Class 4: Grief and Joy; Healing and Wholeness 
Class 5: Visiting and Caring 
Class 6: Types of Visits, Ethics, Morals and Confidentiality 
Class 7: Resources, Team Building and Possibilities, Encouragement and Em-
powerment 

Diocesan Pastoral Care Course 

Chemo Care Bag 
If you know of anyone who is beginning Chemo-
therapy treatment and would benefit from re-
ceiving a Chemo Care Bag  please contact Robbie 
Coller. 

Join this ministry 
If you’d like to be part of our St. Paul’s Pastoral Care Team, please contact Fer-
gus or Nicola Peden. Training will be provided to anyone interested in this im-
portant ministry. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry— 
We will resume when it is safe to do so. 
No experience needed! Everything is sup-
plied.  For more info. contact Laura Anne 
at the Parish Office. 

 
 

 

  Maker of the sun, 
  He is made under the sun, 
  In the Father he remains, 
  From his mother he goes forth. 
  Creator of heaven and earth, 
  He was born on earth under heaven. 
  Unspeakably wise, 
  He is wisely speechless. 
  Filling the world, 
  He lies in a manger. 
  Ruler of the stars, 
  He nurses at his mother’s bosom. 
  He is both great in the nature of God, 
  and small in the form of a servant. 
       

  (St. Augustine of Hippo, 354-430) 
 

  [The image on the left is the Incarnation Window at Chartres Cathedral.] 

mailto:%20pastoralcare@calgary.anglican.ca
mailto:pastoralcare@calgary.anglican.ca
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Augustine_of_Hippo
http://www.paradoxplace.com/Photo%20Pages/France/Chartres/West_Windows/Incarnation_Window.htm
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ALPHA YOUTH SERIES 

Where :  St. Paul’s Anglican Church  (Please contact the Parish Office  
if you would like to participate 403 256-1428) 

Who :  All Youth from age 13 to 18  
Postponed until further notice. Watch the bulletin for further updates. 

Prayer Group Ministry: Members of this ministry lift up prayer re-
quests given to the Prayer Group in their daily prayers, and are now gath-
ering together on the 3rd Mondays of the month via Zoom. The next Zoom 
Meeting is 7:30 p.m. on Nov. 16. If you have a prayer request, or would like 
to join this vital ministry, please contact Dinah at breu.dinah@gmail.com, or 
Fergus.  

 

 
Caring Contact Ministry:  Helpers in our Caring Contact Ministry contact the households on their lists 
once a month, and share any pastoral concerns with Fergus. If you’d like to join this Ministry, please let Fergus 
know.  
 

 
Pick-up Ministry: Thank you to the 4 households who have volunteered to pick up groceries or prescriptions for those 
who can’t get out. If anyone else would like to join this Ministry, please contact the Office at 403-256-1428; 
office@stpaulscalgary.ca.  
 

Pastoral Visits: Fergus is available for regular visits via phone or email. He will also continue to respond to all pastoral 
emergencies.  
 

Library 
We have a small library located at the south door.  We welcome anyone to check out books.  If anyone is interested in help-
ing with the library please contact Doreen or Kerry. If you would like to borrow a book (as you may have more time at home 
right now), please contact the office at 403-256-1428, or office@stpaulscalgary.ca. Fergus or Laura Anne  can put books in the 
church mailbox, using gloves. None of the Book Nook books have been touched since Mar. 7.  
 

Book Nook   
Fergus also has a lending library just outside his office. If you’d like to see if there’s anything from it you would like to read, 
please contact Fergus in August.  Everything said about borrowing Church Library books at this time applies here, too.   
 

Offerings 
Offerings: Thank you for continuing to give your Offering when so many of us are unable to be physically 
present together. It’s critical to helping us fulfill our Mission. Here are ways we can do this. We can donate 
via our website (https://www.stpaulscalgary.ca/donate). This is completely secure, with the highest level of 
PCI compliance. We can also mail our Offering (perhaps post-dated cheques) via regular post; drop it off in the 
Office mailbox (phoning 1st); arrange for it to be picked up from our mailboxes; or set up direct depositing (for 
the form, go to our website, type “Donation” in the search box, and click on “Pre Authorized Donations”). We 
can also now use e-transfers. Please use the email gift@stpaulscalgary.ca. No password is needed; to help 

our Envelope Secretary, please included your envelope number in the “message” spot.  

What’s Happening to Keep Us Connected 

https://www.stpaulscalgary.ca/donate
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Prayers  

 
 Many peoples shall come and say, "Come, let us go up to 
the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of 
Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may 
walk in his paths." For out of Zion shall go 
forth instruction, and the word of the LORD 
from Jerusalem.                 -Is. 2:3 
 
“The people who walked in darkness  
have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness. 
.. on them light has shined. “      Isaiah 9:2 

 
And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to 
Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their 
heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow 

and sighing shall flee away.            -Is. 35:10 
 
Therefor the LORD himself will give you a 
sign. Look, the young woman is with child 
and shall bear a son, and shall name him 
Immanuel.                                    -Is. 7:14 
  

SOME ADVENT SCRIPTURES 

“For to us a child is born,  to us a son is given, 
    and the government will be on his shoulders. 
  And he will be called 
    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. “  Isaiah 6:9                           
 
O Lord 
 Open our eyes to your Presence 
 Open our minds to your Grace 
 Open our lips to your Praises 
 Open our hearts to your Love 
 Open our lives to your Healing 
 And be found among us.  AMEN 
       David Adam 
God of all hope and joy 
open our hearts in welcome 
that your Son Jesus Christ at his coming 
may find in us a dwelling prepared for himself; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit 
one God, now and forever.    AMEN 
     -A  New Zealand Prayer Book 
 
PRAYESR FOR OUR SPIRITUAL LEADERS 
 
Lord, may these your servants be men and women of peace, 
prayer, strength and gentleness. Make them transparent with 
your love, and always open to your grace, in which alone lies 
their hope and joy. AMEN 
       -Angela Ashwin 
 
And we ask, Lord, that as we live through this pandemic,  
that you will protect them, and keep them in good health, 
body, mind and spirit, encourage them and give them times 
of rest and refreshment.  AMEN          -DB 

 
WORDS AND PRAYERS  OF HOPE AND ENCOURAGEMENT 
 
1 The Lord IS my light and my salvation—  whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the stronghold of my life— of whom shall I be 
afraid? 
3 Though an army besiege me, my heart will not fear; 
though war break out against me, even then I will be confi-
dent. 
4 One thing I ask from the Lord,  this only do I seek: 
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord  all the days of my 
life, 
to gaze on the beauty of the Lord  and to seek him in his tem-
ple. 
5 For in the day of trouble  he will keep me safe in his dwelling; 
he will hide me in the shelter of his sacred tent 
    and set me high upon a rock.            PSALM 27: 1, 3-5 
 
SOLACE 
Lord Jesus we lift up to you all those who are in need of your 
comfort, your healing in body, mind or spirit and your Peace 
that passes all understanding. Let them feel your loving pres-
ence in a tangible way as you strengthen, protect and support 
them through the storms of life and the aftermaths of those 
storms. Let them always place their trust in you for you are 
ever faithful to your promise “I am with you always.” Thank 
you Jesus.                                                                                                                            
     AMEN        (D.B. 2016) 
 
Heavenly Father, we bring to you in prayer all who suffer in 
mind or spirit. 
-those facing long and incurable illness 
-those cast down by the cares and sorrows of daily life 
-those who mourn the loss of loved ones 
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-those who have lost their faith and for whom the future is 
dark. 
 In your mercy maintain their courage, lift their burdens 
and renew their faith, that they may find in you their 
strength, their comfort and their peace; for our Saviour’s sa-
ke. AMEN  
        -Frank Colquhoun  
 
In times of despair, O God, rain showers of gentleness upon 
us, that we may be kindly to one another and also to our-
selves. Renew in us the spirit of hope. Even in the depths of 
the darkness, may we hear the approach of the One who har-
rows hell and greets even Judas with a kiss.  AMEN      
       -Jim Cotter 
SEASONAL PRAYERS 
                “COME, O COME, EMMANUEL” 
                  Maranatha! Come, Lord Jesus! 
         Lord, we await your presence. We long to see you. 
Your Spirit fills this place where your people gather as one, 
       but we long  for the veil to be torn away  
       so that we may see you face to face. 
We watch and pray for your appearing, for we need you. 
                 Maranatha! Come, Lord Jesus. 
      AMEN 
 
PRAYER FOR ADVENT 
Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. 
 Protect us by your strength and save us 
 from the threatening dangers of our sins. 
 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. 
 Awaken our hearts to prepare the way 
  for your only son. Shed light on our path 
  through the darkness of this world. 
 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. 
 Do not let us be consumed 
  but purify us in the refiner’s fire. 
 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. 
 Make us ready for the celebration of your birth 

  that we may always receive you with joy.    AMEN 
      -author unknown 
 
World Aids Day-December 1st 
 Lord Jesus, you reached out to touch the leper and  
the outcast; 
 reach out in love to those with HIV and AIDS, and those 
who love them. 
 Give courage to their doctors, nurses, family and 
friends, so that their touch may be a channel for your healing 
and strengthening grace. 
Lord Jesus, you were brought to the cross by hostility and 
prejudice: 
 open our eyes to the challenge of HIV and AIDS. 
 Make us ready to learn before we speak; may our 
words dispel hatred and build  up compassion; and may we 
serve your spirit of truth and your kingdom of goodness. 
 AMEN     
   -Newcastle Churches’ AIDS Awareness 
 

St. Nicholas. December 6 
Eternal God, 

in your great love 
you gave to your servant Nicholas 

a perpetual name for deeds of kindness on land and sea. 
Grant that your Church may never cease to work 

for the happiness of children, 
the safety of sailors, 
the relief of the poor 

and the help of those who are tossed 
by tempests of doubt or grief; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  AMEN 

    -Collect from “For All The Saints” 
 
St. Stephen the Martyr      December 26    
Fill us, O God, with your Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Truth and 
Charity, so that like St. Stephen, the first martyr, we may con-
tend earnestly and fearlessly for the faith of the gospel and 

 

PRAYERS IN RESPONSE TO  COVID-19 
 
A Humble Prayer for God’s Power During This Pandemic 
  
The times we’re in right now feel so uncertain. We’re 
battling fear and worry at every turn. We don’t know 
what the future holds, but we believe you’re holding us 
and won’t let go. We’re desperate to feel your presence 
surrounding us. We humble ourselves before you, aware 
of our need for you and believing in your great power. 
Thank you that no matter what we face, we know you are 
still greater. We praise you for your truth and are so 
grateful you’ve set us free from the clutching grasp of sin 
and death. Forgive us God, for the times we’ve missed the 
mark. Help us to live strong and walk wisely, filled by the 
power of your Spirit within us.    Amen         
      --Debbie McDaniel 
 
 

For all the possibilities ahead in this new year, 
Make us thankful, O Lord. 

Give us wisdom, courage and discernment 
In the face of so much chaos, despair and fear. 

Help us to see how, in our circumstances, 
We can contribute towards peace, faith and love. 

And give us the will to translate our desires into actions. 
AMEN   -Brother John Charles, SSF 

 
And as we face an unknown future, what better words to 
reflect on than those quoted by King George VI in his 
Christmas speech 1939. WW2 had begun and the future 
was unknown. 
 

“And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year: 
“Give me a light that I may tread safely into the un-
known.” 
And he replied: “Go out into the darkness and put your 
hand into the Hand of God. That shall be to you better 
than light and safer than a known way.” –Minnie Haskins 
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pray with hearts of love for those that ill-use us. AMEN  
      (adapted) 
 
St, John the Evangelist     December 27 
Almighty God, you have revealed to us the mystery of the 
Word made flesh through the Apostle John. Keep us steadfast 
in the faith that the Son of God has come; that believing in 
him we may have life through his name.    AMEN      (adapted) 
 
Holy Innocents      December 28 
We remember today, O God, the slaughter of the holy inno-
cents of Bethlehem by King Herod. Receive, we pray, into the 
arms of your mercy all innocent victims; and by your great 
might frustrate all evil designs, and establish your rule of jus-
tice, love and peace, through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN   
                                                                                      (adapted) 
NEW YEAR  
 “Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, 
do you not perceive it?”   Says the Lord..   
      (Isaiah 43:19) 
 
Let this New Year be the beginning of a new life 
In each of us wherein “old things are passed away”. 
Let all blessed old things stay, but let the clutter of our heads 
and hearts be removed, that new inspirations and new affec-
tions may come in and enter our lives. AMEN     
     -Chester Burge Emerson 
 

The Naming of Jesus 
We praise you, heavenly Father, 
that you gave your incarnate Son 

 the name of Jesus, 
for it is the name of our salvation. 

May it be to us, 

 and to all your people, 
the name that is above every name, 

the name to be honoured, trusted and adored, 
now and forever more.       

    AMEN             -Frank Colquhoun 
 

EPIPHANY 
Jesus, 

We offer you the gold of our desire to love, 
even though our hearts are often cold. 

We offer you the incense of our longing to pray, 
although our spirits can be lukewarm. 

We offer you the myrrh of our frustrations and troubles, 
even when self-pity and bitterness creep in. 

Receive and make good our gifts 
out of your great love for us, 

and grant that we, like the wise men, 
may find some kneeling space at Bethlehem.    AMEN 

       -Angela Ashwin 
The Baptism of the Lord 
Almighty God, who proclaimed Jesus to be your beloved Son 
when the Holy Spirit came down on him at his baptism in the 
Jordan , grant that we who have been baptized  in his name 
may rejoice in being your children and servants of all., 
through Christ our Lord.    AMEN 
     -A Christian’s Prayer Book 
 
Heavenly Father, who sent the Holy Spirit on your Son at his 
baptism to anoint him for the service of your human family,  
Send your spirit now to us who have been made your children 
by adoption and grace, that we may follow in his steps and 
work for the coming of his kingdom,  
to the glory of his name. AMEN      -Adapted  
 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
 “Glory to God in the highest! And on earth peace, 
good will towards all people.” Luke 2:14 
 “ For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; author-
ity rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace.”  Isaiah 9:6 
 
Blessed be God who in his love  
stooped to redeem  mankind. 
Blessed be the king who made himself  
poor to enrich the needy. 
Blessed be the Holy Child who was born of 
the Virgin Mary. 
Blessed be the eternal Word who was 
made flesh for us. 
Blessed be Jesus, our Saviour and Lord, 
 now and for evermore.       AMEN 
 

Christmas Eve Midnight 
O God, who made this most hallowed 
night resplendent with the glory of the 
true Light; grant that we who have known 
the mysteries of that Light on earth, may 
enter into the fullness of his joy in heav-
en.  AMEN 

  -Ancient Western Rite, Christmas Midnight 
 
Christmas Morning 
Jesus, Son of God, now that we have heard the angels sing, 
may we not lose our sense of the joy of heaven; 
now that we have been with the shepherds to Bethlehem, 
make us witnesses of the wonder of the love we have seen. 
Fill us with the quiet joy of Mary, so that we, too, may keep 
all these things and ponder them in our hearts.  AMEN 
      -Angela Ashwin 
 

A CHRISTMAS BLESSING 
May the humility of the shepherds, 
the perseverance of the wise men, 

the joy of the angels, 
and the peace of the Christ-child 

be God’s gift to us and  
to people everywhere  

this Christmas time. 
And may the blessing of the  

Christ-child be upon us always.              
  AMEN      

  
    -The Promise of His Glory 
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A Prayer for Christian Unity 
We pray, O Lord, for the Church which is one in the greatness 
of your love, but divided by the littleness of our own. May we 
be less occupied with the things that divide us, and more with 
those we hold in common, and the love that enfolds us all.   
AMEN   -USPG   ”Network” Winter/78 
 
The Confession of St. Peter     
God of grace, your church is built on Peter’s faith; 
Grant that we, like him, forgiven and restored, may overcome 
our weaknesses and serve you without wavering, now and 
forever. AMEN 
                               -A New Zealand Prayer Book 
 
The Conversion of St. Paul     
 
 Convert us, Jesus the persecuted, as you converted 
Paul and sent him as apostle to the world. May our love, our 
prayers, our suffering carry your gospel at whatever cost to 
all who wait to hear it.  AMEN 
     -A New Zealand Prayer Book 
 
Prayers  For Our Annual Meeting of Parishioners  
 Lord, we thank you that you have walked with us 
through the pandemic, that you have kept your promise that 
you will never leave us or forsake us and that you have pro-
vided ways for us to carry on the mission to which you have 
called us. And, in this New year of 2021, we face the great 
unknown of the future with faith and trust in your unfailing 
love. Thank you Jesus.  AMEN                                                                
        -DB 
 

 Prosper with your blessing, O Lord, the work to which 
you have called us in this parish of St. Paul and strengthen the 
hands of all who serve you. 
 

 Make our worship more worthy, our witness more 
effective, our lives more holy; and inspire us all with fresh 
zeal in the furtherance of your kingdom; for the honour  of 
our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.    AMEN 
      -Frank Colquhoun 
 

 Almighty God, we come together in the service of your 
Church to remember with thanksgiving all that you have been 
able to do through us in this parish during the past year, and 
to seek your guidance in all decisions that will be made on 
this day. 
 We pray that this may be something much more than 
just a business meeting, but rather an occasion when we re-
ceive fresh encouragement in our work, catch a wider vision 
of your purpose and rededicate ourselves to your service. 
 We ask this in the name of him who came to this world 
not to be served but to serve, and gave his life as a ransom 
for many, Jesus Christ our Lord.   AMEN                             
       -Michael Botting 
   

A BLESSING 
May the warmth of Christ fill you, 

the eyes of Christ gaze on you, 
and the peace of Christ shine through you, 

for the blessing of you and all whom you meet 
today and evermore.  AMEN 

      -Angela Ashwin 

 
 
 
 
 

The Study of the Readings  
for the Upcoming Sunday. 

For several years now, M’Laurel Thompson has been leading “Wednesdays with the Word,”  10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday Bible Studies on the Readings for the upcoming Sunday. They’re always great times of insight and 
fellowship.  
 
M’Laurel is offering these Bible Studies, via Zoom or regular phone. If you’d like to participate, or be given more 
information, please contact her at msthompson@xplornet.ca.  
Thank you, M’Laurel, for this!  

mailto:msthompson@xplornet.ca
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HAPPENING NOW AT ST. PAUL’S:HAPPENING NOW AT ST. PAUL’S:  
 

 
 

REJOICE! ADVENT MEDITATIONSREJOICE! ADVENT MEDITATIONS  

WITH MARY AND JOSEPHWITH MARY AND JOSEPH  
 

FOUR WEDNESDAYS, FROM NOV. 25 TO DEC. 16FOUR WEDNESDAYS, FROM NOV. 25 TO DEC. 16  
AT 10:30 A.M. OR 7:30 P.M., VIA ZOOMAT 10:30 A.M. OR 7:30 P.M., VIA ZOOM  

  

WE HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY THIS ADVENT TO REFLECT TOGETHER WE HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY THIS ADVENT TO REFLECT TOGETHER   

ON THE EVENTS LEADING UP TO THE BIRTH OF OUR LORD ON THE EVENTS LEADING UP TO THE BIRTH OF OUR LORD   

FROM THE PERSPECTIVES OF MARY AND JOSEPH, FROM THE PERSPECTIVES OF MARY AND JOSEPH,   

THROUGH VIDEO DISCUSSIONS AND GUIDED MEDITATIONS THROUGH VIDEO DISCUSSIONS AND GUIDED MEDITATIONS   

FROM FR. MARK TOUPS AND FRIENDS, FROM FR. MARK TOUPS AND FRIENDS,   

AND BIBLE STUDY FROM THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH!AND BIBLE STUDY FROM THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH!  
  

TO REGISTER, PLEASE CONTACT FERGUS AT PASTORFERGUS@GMAIL.COMTO REGISTER, PLEASE CONTACT FERGUS AT PASTORFERGUS@GMAIL.COM  

EVERYONE’S INVITED!EVERYONE’S INVITED!   
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                                                   St. Paul’s  Outreach  Ministry                                          

Food  
for Others  
on Jan. 31  

When there are five 
Sundays in a month, that Sunday is Food for 
Others Sunday. The next one is January 
31.  

Year-round there is a box by the main 
entrance to collect donations of non-
perishable items for the Calgary Food Bank. 
Please donations whenever possible 

Small change  
for big 
change 
Putting some coins (or 
bills) into the CAWST 
water filter by the li-
brary will support the 
delivery of clean drink-
ing water in poor com-
munities. Through our donations, the health 
of many people in the third world can be 
greatly improved.  

PWRDF  
Thanks to everyone who has supported 
PWRDF this year. Your faithful gener-
osity allows us to continue the devel-
opment work of the church, both in 
Canada and abroad.. 
PWRDF  projects would not happen if it were not for 
the combined efforts and partnership of  Canadian An-
glicans and the organisations PWRDF works with 
throughout the world.  
  
 PWRDF’s vision – of a truly just, healthy and peaceful 
world – is one we certainly need in these uncertain 
times. Why not resolve to contribute to that vision in 
the new year? Let’s make it a happy year for as many 
people as possible. Together we can make a difference. 

What’s 
the blue 

bin? 
The big blue bin in 

our parking lot is a fundraising effort by the 
Calgary Humane, an animal welfare organi-
zation connects the lives of animals and 
people while providing essential animal ser-
vices to the community. Gently used clothing 
and footwear of any kind can be put in the 
bin for donation. 

Clothing appreciated 
Calgary Alpha House Society gratefully 

accepts donations of clothing and backpacks 
to help provide a safe and caring environ-
ment for those whose lives are affected by 
alcohol and other drug dependencies. Top 
needs include backpacks, , jeans, hoodies, 
shirts, athletic pants and shorts, pyjama 
pants, belts, jackets, gently used towels and 
sleeping bags.  

There is clearly marked Alpha House bin on 
the base of a coat rack near the south en-
trance where you can leave donations. 

Mitten Basket:  
 
Winter is fast approaching and our Mitten Basket is once again set-up to receive 
mittens, toques and scarves for all ages 
to go to C.U.P.S. The non-profit organiza-
tion that uses integrated pro-grams and 
services to give individuals and families 
facing poverty and trauma the tools they 
need to live resilient lives.  
 
We are collecting scarves, toques and 
mittens for all ages. These can be store 
bought, used in good shape, or hand-
made.  
Please bring in all donations by  
December 15.  
 
The basket will be in the North foyer and items can be dropped off on Sunday at the 
service or during Office hours during the week. The items will be donated to men, 
women and children who are in need of warm clothing this coming winter. Items will 
distributed at the end of November. Thank you to Barbara Jean for organizing this  
Outreach initiative.  

Answers For Paul’s Conversion Quiz  
(1) 3  Acts 7:54-59; (2) 4  Acts 18:3; (3) 3 Acts 8:1-3, 22:3-5, 26:9-11;  (4) 2  Acts 9:1-
3, 22:6;  (5)  1  Acts 9:3, 22:6, 26:13; (6)  4  Acts 9:4-6, 22:7-10, 26:14-18;   
(7)  2  Acts 9: 8-9, 22:11;  (8)  2  Acts 9:9;  (9)  1  Acts 9:10-19, 22:12-16   
(10)  4  Acts 9:20-25 
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With 2020 almost over, so many words and phrases can be used to describe the year: unprecedented, challenging, a new 
normal, social distancing, mask protocol, lockdowns, uncertain, trying times, essential… these are phrases and words that I 
hope to leave far behind us as we start 2021. 
  
 However, we could also use phrases like 
God’s faithfulness and protection, community, 
creativity, generosity… God truly has been 
faithful this year, just like our wonderful part-
nerships (such as yourself) that we are so grate-
ful for. 
 We are tired. Our staff has consistently 
gone above and beyond, but everyone seems 
to be hitting a bit of a wall right now. We des-
perately need God to sustain us right now as 
we continue to care for those he has called us 
to. 
Ways you can pray: 

Join me every morning next week at 8am 
online to pray for our staff and staff in other organizations. You can join online here:   
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82986363295 

 

May God continue to sustain you as you continue to be faithful to Him. 
Dave Conrad 
Community Engagement Manager 

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Prayer for 
encourage-

ment 

Prayer for 
joy 

Prayer for 
divine inter-

actions 

Prayer for 
hope 

Psalm 55:22 Romans 
15:13 

Ephesians 
2:10 

Isaiah 40:31 

THE MUSTARD SEED 

I'm Drinking From My Saucer 
 

I've never made a fortune,  
and it's probably too late now.  
But I don't worry about that much, I'm happy anyhow  
And as I go along life's way,  
I'm reaping better than I sowed.  
I'm drinking from my saucer,  
'Cause my cup has overflowed.  
 

Haven't got a lot of riches,  
and sometimes the going's tough  
But I've got loving ones all around me,  
and that makes me rich enough.  
I thank God for his blessings,  
and the mercies He's bestowed.  
I'm drinking from my saucer,  
'Cause my cup has overflowed.  
 
I remember times when things went wrong,  
My faith wore somewhat thin.  
But all at once the dark clouds broke,  

and the sun peeped through again.  
 

So Lord, help me not to gripe,  
about the tough rows I have hoed.  
I'm drinking from my saucer,  
'Cause my cup has overflowed.  
 

If God gives me strength and courage,  
When the way grows steep and rough.  
I'll not ask for other blessings,  
I'm already blessed enough.  
 

And may I never be too busy,  
to help others bear their loads.  
Then I'll keep drinking from my saucer,  
'Cause my cup has overflowed.  
 

When I think of how many people in this 
world have it worse than I do, I realize just 
how lucky most of us really are.  
 
Song by John Paul Moore 1970 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82986363295
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St. Paul’s Parish Prayer  
“Opening hearts and Minds to God’s Grace” 
 

Our God of infinite grace, we give you thanks 
and praise for calling our congregation into be-
ing, and then continuing in loving relationship 
with us, in great faithfulness over the years, to 
bless, transform, and guide.  
 At St. Paul’s, you have given us a mission 
that will never change with time, to live out your 
love as revealed in Jesus Christ. It is your will 
that, with your help, we shall discover your Presence in Word and Sacrament; 
deepen our sense of Christian community; share your Word; nurture your people; 
encourage congregational and personal growth on our shared journey; act on your 
call for peace and justice; and build the foundation for tomorrow’s Church. 
 Help us to respond to your love by dedicating ourselves with joy as a Parish 
family to this mission. Pour out your Spirit upon us, and work mightily in our midst 
to bring about its accomplishment. Fulfill your vision of opening hearts and minds 
to your grace, in us, and through us, now and for evermore. This we ask for the 
glory and in the Name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  AMEN  

Ministry Reports for Annual 
Meeting of Parishioners 
(AMP): 
 

All ministry leaders are asked to sub-
mit a year-end report for the AMP 
on January 31. Please have reports 
in by January 11.  
I know most Ministries don’t have a 
lot to report but a short note would 
be good.  
 
Following is a list of ministries who 
need to provide reports. Altar Guild, 
Card Ministry, Casserole Ministry, 
Prayer Chain, Prayer Group and 
Prayer Team, Readers, Moveable 
Feast, Secret Friends, Counters, 
Servers, Father Lacombe Nursing 
Home, Sidespeople, Stewardship, 
Greeters, Sound people, Ladies 
Luncheon, Sunday School, Men’s 
Breakfast, Nursery, Worship Folders 
and Bulletins, Youth Group, Music 
Minis-try: Music Group, Newcomers, 
Community Connection. 
 
Committee Reports: Christian Edu-
cation, Pastoral Care, Envelope Sec-
retary, Maintenance, Worship Com-
mittee, Outreach Committee, Hospi-
tality, Communication. 
 
The reports will be available a week 

before the AMP on Sunday, January 
24. 
 

ANNUAL OF MEETING 
OF PARISHIONERS OF  

PARISHIONERS 
ST. PAUL’S PARISH HALL BY ZOOM 

JAN. 31 AT 11:30 A.M. 
 

THE  ANNUAL MEETING OF  PARISHIONERS IS A TIME TO GATHER 
AS A PARISH FAMILY TO CELEBRATE WHAT WAS ACCOMPLISHED IN 
2020 AND TO LOOK FORWARD TO 2021 AND ALL THE POSSIBILI-
TIES. THE MEETING BEGINS PROMPTLY AT 11:30 AM. (FEEL FREE TO 
EAT LUNCH WHILE WE MEET!) 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

Notice of Annual Meeting of Parishioners 
NOTICE is hereby given that the Annual Meeting of Parishioners of St. Paul’s Parish will 

be held on Sunday, the 31st day of January A.D. 2021, at 11:30 in the after-noon by 

ZOOM. DATED at St. Paul’s this 6th day of December A.D. 2020. 
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Join Us For Coffee Time on  
Sunday Mornings 

 
We meet via Zoom every Sunday at 11:30 am.  It is a great chance to 
see other members of our Parish Family and find out how everyone id 
doing. To join please find the link in the Order of Service, which can 
be found on the sermon page under the service video. 

MIDWEEK PRAYER SERVICES 
These simple, short Services will be posted on 

Facebook and YouTube 
on the first and third weeks of the month. 

Please join if you can,  
and please spread the word!  

2021 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Theme 

The international resources for 2021 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity have been prepared 
by the Monastic Community of Grandchamp in Switzerland, a group of religious sisters 
from different church traditions brought together by a common vocation of prayer, com-
munity life and hospitality and by their commitment to Christian unity. The theme that was 
chosen, expresses Grandchamp Community’s vocation to prayer, reconciliation and unity in 
the church and the human family.  
 
The 2021 theme – Abide in my love and you shall bear much fruit (John 15:5-9) – calls us to 
pray and to work for reconciliation and unity in the church, with our human family, and with 
all of creation. Drawing on the Gospel image of vine and branches, it invites us to nourish 
unity with God and with one another through contemplative silence, prayer, and common 
action. Grafted into Christ the vine as many diverse branches, may we bear rich fruit and create new ways of living, 
with respect for and communion with all of creation. 
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The celebration of the new year is the oldest of all holidays. 
It was first observed in ancient Babylon about 4000 years 
ago. In the years around 2000 BC, the Babylonian New Year 
began with the first New Moon (actually the first visible cres-
cent) after the Vernal Equinox (first day of spring). The begin-
ning of spring is a logical time to start a new year. After all, it 
is the season of rebirth, of planting new 
crops, and of blossoming. The Romans 
continued to observe the new year in 
late March, but their calendar was con-
tinually tampered with by various em-
perors so that the calendar soon be-
came out of synchronization with the 
sun. In order to set the calendar right, 
the Roman senate, in 153 BC, declared 
January 1 to be the beginning of the 
new year.  
 But tampering continued until 
Julius Caesar, in 46 BC, established what 
has come to be known as the Julian Cal-
endar. It again established January 1 as 
the new year. But in order to synchro-
nize the calendar with the sun, Caesar 
had to let the previous year drag on for 
445 days. The first of January was dedi-
cated by the Romans to their God of 
Gates and Doors, Janus. A very old Ital-
ian God, Janus has a distinctive artistic appearance in that he 
is commonly depicted with two faces ... one regarding what 
is behind and the other looking toward what lies ahead. 
Thus, Janus is representative of contemplation on the hap-
penings of an old year while looking forward to the new.  
 Ancient Egyptians originally celebrated the New Year 
with the Feast of Opet around the middle of June, which was 
when the Nile River usually overflowed its banks. Conse-
quently, people were unable to work and would be free to 
take part in the festivities. Statues of the God, Amon, togeth-
er with effigies of his wife and son, would be taken by boat 
down the Nile from Karnak to Luxor, where the people 
would sing, dance and feast for a 24 days before trans-
porting the statues back to the temple. Phoenicians and Per-
sians proclaimed the beginning of the New Year on the Au-
tumnal Equinox (September 22nd).  
 The tradition of using a baby to signify the new year 
was begun in Greece around 600 BC It was their tradition at 

that time to celebrate their god of wine, Dionysus, by parad-
ing a baby in a basket, representing the annual rebirth of 
that god as the spirit of fertility. Early Egyptians also used a 
baby as a symbol of rebirth. The use of an image of a baby 
with a New Years banner as a symbolic representation of the 
new year was brought to early America by the Germans. 

They had used the effigy since the four-
teenth century. Other traditions of the sea-
son include the making of New Year's resolu-
tions, which also dates back to the early Bab-
ylonians. Popular modern resolutions might 
include the promise to lose weight or quit 
smoking. The early Babylonian's most popu-
lar resolution was to return borrowed farm 
equipment.   The first rooftop celebra-
tion atop One Times Square, complete with a 
fireworks display, took place in 1904. The 
New York Times produced this event to inau-
gurate its new headquarters in Times Square 
and celebrate the renaming of Longacre 
Square to Times Square. The first Ball Lower-
ing celebration atop One Times Square was 
held on December 31, 1907 and is now a 
worldwide symbol of the turn of the New 
Year, seen via satellite by more than one bil-
lion people each year. The original New 
Year's Eve Ball weighed 700 pounds and was 

5 feet in diameter. It was made of iron and wood and was 
decorated with 100 25-watt light bulbs. 
It was thought that one could affect the luck they would 
have throughout the coming year by what they did or ate on 
the first day of the year. For that reason, it has become com-
mon for folks to celebrate the first few minutes of a brand 
new year in the company of family and friends. Parties often 
last into the middle of the night after the ringing in of a new 
year. It was once believed that the first visitor on New Year's 
Day would bring either good luck or bad luck the rest of the 
year. Special New Year foods are also thought to bring luck. 
Many cultures believe that anything in the shape of a ring is 
good luck, because it symbolizes "coming full circle," com-
pleting a year's cycle. For that reason, the Dutch believe that 
eating donuts on New Year's Day will bring good fortune. 
 
http://www.inspirationline.com/Brainteaser/newyear.htm 

History of New Years 

http://www.inspirationline.com/Brainteaser/newyear.htmC:/Users/Owner/Documents/ADHD
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Helpful Information 
Parish Office is Closed. Laura Anne is working from 

home.  
Sunday Service: 9:30 am Live Streamed 

The Library is open and 
there for your use.  Please 

have a look at what is availa-
ble.  When you take a book 

out, please fill out the card in 

the back of the book and 
leave it in the file. When you 

return the book leave it in the 
marked box. 

St. Paul’s is a Scent-
Free Parish 
 

A reminder that we try to be 
scent -free out of love and re-
spect for those whose health 

is threatened by fragrances.   May we ask your 
co-operation in avoiding wearing to church, 
perfumes and after-shave, perfumed hair-
sprays, etc. Many thanks. 

Useful Websites and other Social Media 

Platforms: 
 

St. Paul’s Website:  
https://www.stpaulscalgary.ca 
Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/
stpaulscalgary 
Twitter: 
@stpaulscalgary 
@Pastor_Fergus 
YouTube Channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCldxfHv5pFYST--
j8as1GVg  
Toddlers to Tweens Group Facebook: 
toddlerstotweens 
Youth Group’s Facebook: 
StPaulsCalgaryYouth 
St. Paul’s Alpha Facebook: 
stpaulscalgaryalpha  
MCES: http://www.historicstpaulsanglicanchurch.ca 
Facebook historicstpaulschurch  
Pastor’s Postings Blog:  
https://pastorfergus.wordpress.com 
Diocese of Calgary:  
https://www.calgary.anglican.ca 
Diocesan Facebook calgary.anglican 
Canadian National Church: https://www.anglican.ca 
PWRDF—www.pwrdf.org 

Information  
you may find helpful: 
 

Large Print Order Of Ser-
vice: We have large print 

copies of the service and hymn book available. 
Please ask the sides people. 
 

Hearing Devices:  If you have trouble hearing 
the service, we have hearing devices that can 
help. Please ask the sides people for assis-
tance. 
 

Welcome Booklets: If you would like to know 
more about St. Paul’s and our ministries, 
please help your self to a booklet.  You will find 
them by the name tags. 
 

Business Cards: St. Paul’s Business Cards with 
service times are available.  They are designed 
to carry in your wallet  to give to people who 
ask about St. Paul’s.  This is a form of Outreach 
to the community. 

 

Welcome 
to Chinook 
Free 
Learners 
Co-op 
 

The Chinook Free 

Learners Co-op  is 

renting use of the Parish 

Hall during the day on 

Mondays and Fridays. 

The co-op focuses  on 

fostering independent, 

self-reliant and creative 

learners. 

 

Can Tabs  
Those little tabs from your drink cans can do some 

good. Rick and Robbie Coller seasonally attend St 
Mark's in Mesa. That parish collects the tabs as a 
fundraiser, so please feel free to help. 

Following the Alberta Government’s 
recommendation, and the directive of 
the Diocese, both our buildings are 
closed to all visitors. Phone messages 
and emails will continue to be checked 
and answered regularly.  
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How well do you think you know the Christmas story? Here are some Christmas *1+ Bible quiz questions for you to think 

about. Many of these are basic knowledge questions, but some of them will make you dig to see if my answer really is right. 

Are you ready? 
 

Questions: 
 

Joseph and Mary 

1 Who told Mary and Joseph to go to Bethlehem? 

2 True or False: Mary and Joseph went to Bethlehem for the birth of Jesus because they were following a star. 

3 What form of transportation did Mary and Joseph use to get to Bethlehem *2+? The answer is not a taxi cab. 
 

Jesus 

4 Which Old Testament prophet had the most to say 

about the birth of Christ? 

5 In the accounts announcing the birth of Christ 

(Matthew 1 and Luke 1 and 2) how many times did an 

angel or angels appear? 

6 Who told Joseph the baby’s name was to be Jesus? 

7 Can you list 5 names of Jesus found in the Bible? 

Some on my list are from Old Testament prophecies. 

8 What are the meanings of the names Jesus and Em-

manuel? 
 

Shepherds and Wise Men 

9 The shepherds and the wise men went to see Jesus. 

Which group followed a star and which group went to 

find the baby because an angel told them where to 

look? 

10 What did the angels sing to the shepherds? 

11 When the shepherds went looking for Jesus, what 

was the sign they were to look for? 

12 How many wise men or kings or magi came to see 

Jesus? 

13 Matthew 2:8 says that Herod asked the wise men 

to inform him where the baby Jesus was. Why does 

this verse say he wanted to know? 

14 How old was Jesus when the wise men found him? 

15 What are the three gifts which are mentioned being given by the wise men? 
 

Miscellaneous How well do you think you know the Christmas story? 

16 Which emperor ordered all the young children be killed? 

17 What animals does the Bible say were present at the birth of Jesus? 

18 What was the name of the unkind innkeeper who would not allow the pregnant Mary to lodge in his inn? 

19 What is the name of the priest who was told he would not die until he saw the Savior? 

20 Two of the four Gospels *4+ do not mention the birth of Christ. Which two? 

 
Answers on page 30 

Christmas Bible Quiz: 20 Good Questions 
Posted By David Peach On November 23, 2012 
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1) Paul was originally named "Saul", but took the name 
"Paul" after his conversion to Christianity. Where in the 
Bible does Saul first appear? 
1. At Jesus' crucifixion 
2. At Jesus' resurrection 
3. At the stoning of Stephen 
4. At Peter's escape from prison 
 
 2) What trade was Saul trained in?  
1. Carpentry 
2. Leather work 
3. Pottery 
4. Tent-making 
 
 3) What activity is Saul engaged in when he is first 
mentioned in the Bible?  
1. Practicing his trade 
2. Buying and selling gold and spices 
3. Persecuting Christians 
4. Preaching against Christianity in the Synagogues 
 
 4) Where did Saul's dramatic conversion to Christianity 
occur? 
1. At the temple 
2. On the road to Damascus 
3. On the road to Emmaus 
4. At Antioch 
 
5) Saul saw a sight that caused him and his companions 
to fall to the ground. What was it?  
1. A light brighter than the sun 
2. Lightning flashing from a clear sky 
3. A whirling cloud of fire 
4. An angel of the Lord 
 
6) What did Saul hear then? 
1. A sound like thunder, but with no clouds or rain 
2. A voice saying, "This is my beloved son." 
3. Angels singing Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and 
power belong to our God."  
4. A voice saying, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute 
me?" 
 
 7) What affliction did Paul suffer after his conversion? 
1. He could not speak. 
2. He could not see. 
3. He could not hear. 
4. He could not walk. 
 
 8) How long did the affliction endure?  

1. 3 hours 
2. 3 days 
3. 3 weeks 
4. 3 months 
 
 9) Before his affliction could be cured, Paul was des-
tined to meet with a certain Christian man who laid 
hands on him. Who was he? 
1. Ananias 
2. Aeneas 
3. Peter 
4. Philip 
 
 10) After Paul began teaching about Jesus in Damascus, 
some of his former allies conspired to kill him. How did 
he escape from the city? 
1. He disguised himself and left with a merchant car-
avan. 
2. He hid in a wagon leaving the city. 
3. He disguised himself as a Roman soldier and left. 
4. His followers lowered him over the city wall in a 
basket. 
 
 @ 2000 Cliff Leitch. I saw the Light and In Moments 
Like These courtesy The Cantwells Christian Midi. 
CODvri!!ht notices and terms of use. 
 
Answers on page 22 

Select one answer for each question. 

Paul was the first and most influential interpreter of Jesus' message and teachings. He was an early Christian mission-
ary, founding many Christian communities. A number of Paul's letters to the churches are in the New Testament 

Quiz: Paul’s Conversion  
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Answers For Paul’s Conversion Quiz: 
 

1 Caesar Augustus. He ordered the people to go back to the city of their forefathers. Joseph’s family was from Bethlehem. 
Luke 2:1. 
2 False. As in the previous answer, they went not because an angel told them or because a star led them. They were obedient 
to the established governmental authority. 
3 The Bible does not say how they went from Galilee to Bethlehem. It was an 80 mile trip for them. It is likely that they rode 
some type of animal, but the Bible gives no details. It is commonly depicted that Mary rode a donkey while Joseph walked 
along side. But that is simply an artistic depiction. We don’t really know. 
4 The book of Isaiah has much to say about the birth of the Savior. If you have ever heard the oratorio by George Handel 
called The Messiah, you have heard many direct quotes from the book of Isaiah concerning the birth of Christ. 
5 At least 3 angelic announcements for the birth of Christ and 1 for the birth of John. For Christ an angel appeared before 
Mary and Joseph individually and a multitude of angels spoke to the shepherds. For John’s birth announcement in Luke 1 Ga-
briel appeared before John’s father to announce the birth of John the Baptist. Matthew 1:20-24; Luke 1:11-20; Luke 1:26-38; 
Luke 2:9-15. 
6 An angel in Matthew 1:21. The Bible does not say that this was Gabriel; however, it is assumed to be him since he was the 
one specifically mentioned as the messenger to Mary and Zacharias in Luke 1. 
7 Jesus, Emmanuel, the Christ, Wonderful, Counselor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. Isaiah 9:6; 
Matthew 1:21, 23. 
8 Jesus means Savior and Emmanuel means God with us. Jesus is the same name as the Old Testament name Joshua which 
also means Savior. Matthew 1:21, 23. 
9 The shepherds followed the instructions of the angels in Luke 2:9-15. The wise men followed the star to find the place 
where Jesus was. Matthew 2:1, 2. 
10 Technically angels are never said to “sing” in the Bible. Each time they appear they only speak. However, to answer the 
question, the angels *5+ praised God with these words: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward 
men.” Luke 2:14. 
11 A baby, wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. Luke 2:12. 
12 The Bible does not say how many wise men there were. Tradition says there were three because of the three gifts. There 
are even names given to the three wise men in different countries and cultures, but we don’t really know their names. It is 
also very likely there were many more than just three. 
13 So that he could worship the child. But we know that his intentions were far from worship. Matthew 2:11-18. 
14 It is certain that Jesus was somewhere between a month old and a couple of years old. The wise men saw His star at his 
birth and began following it. If the journey was 500 miles from Persia and Mesopotamia (around modern day Iraq) then it 
would have taken at least a month. By the time they arrived Jesus and His family had moved into a house. Later in the story 
Herod ordered all the children aged 2 years and younger to be killed. Therefore, Jesus was at least a month old and not yet 2 
years old. Matthew 2:9-18. 
15 Gold, frankincense and myrrh. Matthew 2:11. 
16 This was Herod. He ordered all the children in Bethlehem and the outlying areas who were 2 years old and younger to be 
killed. However, Jesus and His family had already moved to Egypt (Matthew 2:13). 
17 In the New Testament accounts of Christ’s birth there is no mention of any animals. However, Isaiah 1:3 could be a proph-
ecy talking about at least a donkey seeing the crib of his Master (God). It could allude to the fact that an ox was there too. If a 
bunch of shepherds were there, one would assume sheep would have been present. But there is no definite list of animals 
mentioned in the Bible. 
18 The Bible does not say. Nor does it even say that they were inhospitably turned away from an inn. It just says there was 
not room in the inn at Bethlehem. There may have been many hundreds of people camping in the streets and countryside 
during the mandatory census. Luke 2:7. 
19 Simeon. Luke 2:25, 26. 
20 Neither Mark or John tell the story of the birth of Christ. 
 

I know some of these answers were tricky. However, I hope they caused you to think. In fact, one of the answers is based on 
a very educated guess and may not be completely true. I challenge you to figure out which one that is and come up with a 
better answer. 
https://www.whatchristianswanttoknow.com/christmas-bible-quiz-20-good-questions/print/#comments_controls 
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