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 May the words of my mouth, the meditations of our hearts, and the actions of our lives be 

acceptable in your sight O God, our strength and our redeemer. Amen 

 How many of you have ever taken the Myers Briggs Personality Type Indicator? Unlike 

the ever-present online surveys these days telling you which Hunger Games character you are 

most like, or which ‘80s music legend (as if that is a thing) you would be, the MBTI is a survey 

that has significant wisdom to offer on personality. It is a great lens through which to look at 

ourselves for understanding. The MBTI has one measurement that shows whether people prefer 

to be goal oriented or process oriented. It is like going on a trip. Are you the kind of person that 

wants the trip all mapped out ahead of time or are you happy to just to get in the car and get there 

when we get there? Think about it. That really is a dimension of personality, and people are 

different.  

 I wonder what kind of people Abram and Sarai were when God came to them and said, 

“Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to a land I will show you…” 

Depending on who you are, some would see that as an adventure. Others would see it as a 

nightmare. Heading out into the future without a clear sense of where it will end up- that is well 

outside comfort zones for some. For many of us, that is not an easy thing, heading out, 

destination unknown. And actually, in some ways that is what Nicodemus was up to when he 

went to Jesus late at night. He must have had an inkling that the way he, as a religious leader, a 

member of the ruling class, was thinking about faith and the community had problems. And this 

upstart rabbi from Galilee was frustrating to most in power but somehow intriguing. And so he 

heads into a conversation with Jesus not really knowing where it will end up.   

 I grew up in the church and I was raised on good United Church sayings like we are 

working with God to bring about the Kingdom of God. And our part in that process was critical. 

I used to hear the phrase, "Christ has no hands or feet but ours to do Christ's work in the world." 

And that is all good stuff right? Your life means something to God. You are useful to God and 

God's plans for the world. God needs you... All good messages. The future is clear, and the 

destination was all about a just and loving world, justice and peace. John of Patmos said, "I see a 

new heaven and a new earth..." and we could see it too, and that is what we were building, with 

God's help, of course. 

 My friend Deb Bowman, when she was defending her final position paper in seminary 

laid out her convictions about the call to participate in the work of justice and the turning of the 

world, building the Kingdom of God... just like Jesus said right? And one of the professors on 

the panel asked "As a United Church person,do you believe that God would be able to bring 

about the Kingdom of God if you stopped your justice work?" Ooooo. And therein lies our 

dilemma. We are caught between two deeply important and strongly held convictions: the 

conviction that pouring our lives out in pursuit of justice and compassion, bringing the Kingdom 

just a little closer matters, and the conviction that in the end, it is really God's world, God's 

ministry, and some of our more desperate efforts to muscle in the Kingdom may actually be 

rooted in doubt at whether God is up to the task.  

 So here is the thing. What if. What if, God is actually alive, and bringing about the future 

all the time. What if God actually inhabits the future and that future is actually breaking forth, 
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with or without us. If this is the case then the question is not, how can we work to create the 

future God wants, but rather what is holding us back from that future- what do we need to let go 

of in order to live into the future, celebrate the future, journey in the direction of the destination 

God is already inhabiting. Imagine! God is not waiting and wanting us to build the future but 

rather is pulling us, drawing us into an already on the way future. Our future is not so much 

unknown, but rather, inhabited by God and we are called to listen for God drawing us into it. 

 Back to Abram and Sarai. I have always thought how hard it must have been for them to 

leave and move out on a journey without knowing the destination. But what a difference it makes 

to think of them leaving without a destination but with clarity that God is drawing them into it. I 

don't think that was as much the case for Nicodemus. He headed out into the night and into 

conversation with Jesus because he was drawn by what Jesus was saying, but he clearly did not 

understand the depth and breadth of its impact, and its cost. He had no idea that for him, the 

future was going to require a complete re-birth. I imagine him leaving that conversation 

thoroughly puzzled: "born again? Born from above? What was he talking about? And yet I can 

see what is happening around him. He is sounding an awful lot like one of our ancient prophets 

and God knows we could use one of them right now. There is healing going on. The people are 

being restored to life. And to top it off, I could feel something shift in my own heart as he 

spoke." 

 There is in the story of Nicodemus, a heading out not knowing the destination, but I am 

not as sure how confident he was that God was drawing him into it. As we look back on it, 

knowing the rest of his story, how he later stood up for Jesus in the courts, how he came with 

Joseph of Arimathea to find Jesus' body after the crucifixion and to lay it to rest in the tomb, we 

know that over time, he let go of resistance to Jesus' way, and in fact became something of a 

courageous disciple in his own right. We can see in hindsight how God drew him in through his 

discomfort, using his curiosity, his passion for the faith, his inclination to doubt and question. 

We can see God drawing him into a future of God's making. 

 And so how about you? And how about us? We are in a pivotal time as a congregation. 

Our life is rich and full, and we are facing something of an unknown future with our building. 

Talking about entering into partnerships with Coast Mental Health in a development. And how 

that might look is kind of hard to imagine. However, I believe that God is alive in that future 

somewhere, somehow, and that God is even now using our hopes, our questions, our grief, our 

excitement to draw us forward, to craft that future that we yet cannot quite imagine. And if we 

can approach our future that way together, I don't need to know the destination. Because God is 

in it, I don't need to know. 

 You know so much of life is like this. When I think of the state of the world, the 

environment, places of conflict like Syria, the Ukraine, when I think of our economic system and 

the amount of poverty in this world and how grinding it is for so many. It is easy to get 

despairing. It is easy to be fearful of the future. But as a disciple, as a follower of the gospel, as 

one who believes in a God of resurrection, I look at all of that, and I look for signs of God 

drawing us into a just, and peaceful and compassionate future. So the task of discipleship is first 

and foremost perception, being watchful for signs of God's realm breaking forth. 

 As followers of Jesus, it makes all the difference to believe that the world as God would 

have it be already exists- that God's future is here. We don't need to create it. It is not all up to us. 

What we need to do is pay attention, like bird watchers waiting, putting out seed. And then when 

we see signs of the emergence of the just and loving ways of God, to let go of whatever holds us 

back and enter into that future that God is already creating. That is the purpose of Lent. These are 

our spiritual practices- to perceive and let go, so that God, alive in the world, can then draw us 

in. Amen. 

 


