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Sermon – Advent 2 

Human Rights. 

 

We have all experienced events that we talk about in a “I remember where I was when…” kind 

of way.  For example, some of you can say “I remember where I was when Kennedy was shot.” 

Or “I remember where I was when the challenger exploded” or “I remember where I was on 

9/11.”  Sometimes the dates may be obscure to others.  For example, I remember where I was 

when the Ocean Ranger sank.   That date probably means very little to most of you but a date 

entrenched in most NL’s memories. 

 

I also remember exactly where I was on Dec 6, 1989.  I was sitting in my mother’s living room, it 

was dark and the evening news was on.  I can still remember seeing the chaos of Ecole 

Polytechnic in Montreal.  Watching people crying and yelling. It was a pivotal moment in my life 

and the life of all Canadians.  This one event led to more stringent gun control laws in Canada. It 

also introduced changes in the tactical response of police to shootings, and a House of 

Commons Sub-Committee on the Status of Women was created.  As 14 women were gunned 

down because of their chosen fields of study we were changed as a nation and as individuals. 

 

Dec 6 (today) marks the National Day of Remembrance and Action on Violence Against Women.  

Dec 10 (Thursday of the coming week) marks the International day of Human Rights.  It's a day 

to commemorate the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The Universal Declaration 

has inspired the creation of laws to protect human rights in Canada and around the world.  The 

document, a milestone document that proclaimed the inalienable rights which everyone is 

inherently entitled to as a human being -- regardless of race, colour, religion, sex, language, 

political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status. It is the most 

translated document in the world, available in more than 500 languages. 

 

(Dec 6 is also Saint Nicholas day -  the patron saint of sailors, merchants, archers, thieves, children, 

and students). 
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So, why am I bringing this to your attention today?  I can hear you crying “Rev’d Sandra, bring it 

back to the lectionary!!” 

 

Marks Gospel starts very abruptly.  No easing into the New Testament with a genealogy (like 

Matthew} or birth Story (like Luke), or an exposition on Creation (Like John).  No, Mark just get 

right to the point: The Beginning of the Good News of Jesus Christ.  No mixing words.  Just get 

the story down. 

 

Listen Closely and see if you can hear the difference between Mark and the Prophet Isaiah that 

he is quoting: 

Isaiah reading: A voice cries out: “in the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord... 

Mark’s Gospel: the voice of one crying out in the wilderness “prepare the way of the lord... 

 

Isaiah tells us that in the wilderness of our lives, there is still room to prepare for God.  And that 

in the wilderness of our lives God comes to us. The reading even starts for those of us who 

often feel like they are in a wilderness: “Comfort, O Comfort my people.”  First and foremost 

we find comfort in knowing that God comes to us in those dark times, when up and down are 

confused, sleep is not a friend, abandonment feels more friendly.  We have all experienced 

those times, those valleys.  Preparing room in our lives for God will help daylight come, will help 

ease us out of that despair, will bring us comfort.  Wise words from the prophet Isaiah.   

 

But, as always, the new testament never quotes the Old Testament exactly, and Mark confuses 

the initial message from Isaiah.  Rather than being a message of hope and peace to each of us, 

it now takes on what will become the scope of the life and ministry of God Incarnate. 

 

Mark tells us that in the wilderness, in the fringes of society, outside the city walls is where the 

good news is first found.  That it is from the wilderness, the fringes, that the rest of the world 

hears of one who is to come: the one we will call God incarnate.  The good news that John the 
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Baptizer offers comes not from the temple, but the countryside.  And the good news comes to 

ALL the people who were going out to him.  John did not go into Jerusalem but rather 

Jerusalem went to him - went outside their comfort zone, the comfort creatures the city had to 

offer, went far to hear and receive that first good news - that there was one who was coming 

who would be so powerful that John would not be worthy to untie his sandals. 

 

This week in our scripture readings we hear stories of the dreams and longings of God’s people: 

Isaiah and the psalmist dream of a just and benevolent (and peaceable) king; and John the 

Baptiser comes out of the wilderness inviting people to respond to a dream about the coming 

of God’s reign. In his proclamation of a baptism of repentance he is saying to us that the only 

way to live is with a changed pure heart.  We see John on fire with God’s dream of new life, and 

we see “people of Jerusalem and all Judea” catching on to John’s understanding of the coming 

of the reign of God. John had a dream, a vision of a new life in the kingdom of God.   

 

Those baptized by John dreamed of a new life and a new way and made a commitment to  

prepare  for  the  new  things  God  was doing. Today we are all called to repent of the violence 

in our world and work to fulfill the dream of a world free from the horrors of violence and 

injustice.  

 

There is a saying that I love that goes: “Our dreams for the future change our lives now”.  Our 

dream/wish/hope for the future really should dictate who we are now and what we do. 

 

Our dreams of God’s reign call us to act to help achieve a world free from violence and injustice. 

 

And these are the dreams that people of faith have held dear for thousands of years.  Today, we 

dream of equality and good life for everyone.  And inspired by our dreams, which we know come 

from God, we can work with hope and belief in the possibility of a just and peaceful life for the 

whole world. 
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And that is, yet again, what we do during Advent.  We dream and prepare and promise and wait 

for the peace to come to our world.  Not sitting idly by, but actively working to continue God’s 

kingdom here on earth.   We respond through our prayers, through our turning away and 

denouncing violence, supporting (through ribbon campaigns & attending and experiencing 

commemorations}, speaking out, acting out, living lives of peace.  Living as people who have the 

dream of God’s complete reign realized on earth. 

 

Which brings me back to where we began.  The declaration of Human Rights was developed 

and signed by people who had a dream of wholeness and harmony for our world.    But that 

dream of equality and freedom from fear has yet to be fully realized.  There is much to do.   

 

So, I invite you this week to take time to reflect on what it means to dream for the future by 

changing our lives now. To take time to identify where our own attitudes and community 

actions fall short, and how can we, the Church, be an agent for introducing change like John the 

Baptizer. May we always be mindful of the call, “Prepare the way of the Lord.” 

 

 

 


