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-Obedience and faithfulness- 

Date:  December 20, 2020 (Advent 4) 

1.  Texts:  2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Ps. 89:1-4, 19-26; Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38. 

2.  Subject:  faith. 

3.  Topic:  obedience as a characteristic of active, genuine faith. 

4.  Aim:  guide, encourage. 

5.  Proposition:  “Our obedience demonstrates our faith.” 
 

HERE WE ARE, LORD 

 

 I don’t know if you’ve noticed, but in the Gospel of Luke having an angel 

speak to you is a scary thing.  Think about the shepherd and those angels:   

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 

watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood 

before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 

they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be 

afraid…1 

 

 The priest Zechariah had a similar experience: 

Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the 

right side of the altar of incense. When Zechariah saw him, he 

was terrified; and fear overwhelmed him. But the angel said to 

him, ‘Do not be afraid…2 

 

 Of course, there’s the experience of Mary herself: 

 And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord 

is with you.’* But she was much perplexed by his words and 

pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to 

her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with 

God.3 

 

 We might want to believe that having an angelic visit would be a fantastic 

blessing—and it could be.  But it seems, at least in Luke’s Gospel, that an angelic 

visit starts out with fear. 

 

 
1 Luke 2:8-10a. 
2 Luke 1:11-13a.   
3 Luke 1:28-30.   
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 Of course, that’s probably because of the holiness, righteousness and justice 

of God.  Angels are God’s messengers.  They communicate not only a specific 

message from God, they also communicate the nature of God.  An ambassador is 

not representing his or her own message or character—the ambassador 

represents the government and country.  Angels are sharing not their own content 

or character, but rather the content and character of God.  So, of course our first 

response to an angel is going to be fear.  That makes sense.   

 

 So, the angels say, “Take a deep breath.  Relax.  Don’t let your fear distract 

you.  I have an important message to give you.” 

 

 Looking at Zechariah’s and Mary’s responses will be instructive. 

 

 The angel Gabriel tells Zechariah that he and Elizabeth will become 

pregnant.  The same angel tells Mary she will become pregnant.  Zechariah tries 

to put off the will of God.  Mary submits to the will of God.  Zechariah doesn’t 

trust God to be God.  Mary believes that God can do what he plans to do.  Because 

of his reluctance to trust God, Zechariah has to live as a mute person for 9 months.  

Because of her submission to God, Mary’s marriage to Joseph is saved and a 

secure home for the Christ is created.   

 

 If you should receive a visit from an angel, either in person or in a dream, I 

think it would be best if you would borrow a quote from the prophet Isaiah:  “And 

I said, ‘Here am I; send me!’”4  Or take Mary’s response, “‘Here am I, the servant 

of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’”5 

 

 Now, angels are not the only messengers from God communicating God’s 

plan.  The chief and most authoritative way of God’s communication is scripture.  

Yes, the Bible is the prime source for God’s communication with his people.  

That’s because it is the authoritative and normative library of God’s dealings with 

his chosen people, the Jews.   

 

 
4 Isaiah 6:8. 
5 Luke 1:38.   
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 That’s the reason we Anglicans read so much of the Bible in our worship 

services.  With each reading we expect to hear God’s voice and message.  We’re 

not trying to bore you with public reading.  We’re allowing God to get a word in 

edgewise, to speak his mind and to communicate with us in our context.   

 

 Now, if you’re finding it difficult to concentrate on all three readings and a 

psalm with the same intensity, then don’t try.  Allow God to speak to you through 

one of the readings.  Be intrigued by only one passage or one phrase.  Be attracted 

to a particular reading because of the way in which the reader reads it.  Focus 

your attention on one and let the others slide away into your deeper memory.  It’s 

like eating three meals a day:  you maybe won’t remember what you had for all 

of them.  You might have enjoyed only one.  But you needed the sustenance of all 

three to keep you going through the day.  So, if you can’t listen to all three in the 

same way, hear God’s voice in one.   

 

 But, make no mistake:  God is speaking in all of scripture.  The messages in 

the Bible are authoritative and normative.  Scripture is more reliable than a visit 

from any angel—after all, you might be imagining the angel.  So, when you read 

or listen to scripture, expect God to speak to you.  Such an expectation opens us 

up to actually hear God. 

 

 When we hear God’s voice, obedience is the best response, as it was with 

Mary.  She surrendered her will to God’s will and that is our best response.   Our 

obedience is a sign of our trust.  I don’t think this is always easy.  Maybe it’s never 

easy.  But I think it important.   

 

 In addition to obedience as a sign of our faith, obedience to the will of God 

is also a proclamation of our faith and trust in God.  That’s what Mary did:  she 

proclaimed her trust in God in ways that everyone can understand.  Our 

obedience to God is a proclamation of our faith.  Our obedience tells others what 

we believe.  I think it is necessary that we make such proclamations clearly and 

unmistakeably.  Here are some possible examples. 
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 When someone asks you about your economic situation in the midst of a 

pandemic, you can say, “I still give ten percent of my net income to the Church 

because I think God is speaking to me on this issue.” 

 

 If someone makes a comment about mask-wearing, you can say, “I wear a 

mask because it protects others.  Jesus wants me to sacrifice my comfort or even 

my rights for the sake of others.” 

 

 When someone starts insulting the Church, you can say, “I continue to go 

to Church even when the Church makes mistakes because it is there that God 

speaks to me most clearly.  And I find support for my walk with God through the 

other churchgoers.” 

 

 Such proclamations of our faith—and of God’s love—are part of what it 

means to be obedient to God and to be a disciple of Jesus.   

 

 I’m not going to expect a visit from an angel.  I’m sure my first response 

would be fear, just as it was for the shepherds, Zechariah and Mary.  I’m sure that 

I’m more likely to hear God’s voice in scripture.  But however he speaks to me, I 

hope I will listen and then respond the way Isaiah and Mary did, “Here I am, 

God, send me.”   

 

 And just maybe, that is to be the response of our parish today—"Here we 

are, the servants of the Lord; let it be with us according to your word.” 

 

 AMEN.   


