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June 28, 2020                                                                                                                Pentecost 4 
 

Sunday Virtual Worship Service 
 
 

 
 

WELCOME TO CHURCH OF THE ADVENT  
We recognize that we worship on the traditional lands of Coast Salish peoples. We commit ourselves 

to continue with our First Nations neighbours on the journey of healing, truth and reconciliation. 

Rev. Sandra Hounsell-Drover presides & preaches. 

Organ prelude: Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones 
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Leader: As we meet together, we begin by remembering the Lekwungen speaking people, on 
whose traditional land we now gather in gratitude. We acknowledge their story and their 
stewardship of the land and water, the plants and animals, through the many generations.   
As we meet together, we remember those who have called this place their home in recent 
years—the community of faith known as Church of the Advent, whose joyful spirit embraces us. 
Now let us greet one another with words and signs of welcome.  
 
Scripture Sentence of the Day: You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, that 
you may declare the wonderful deeds of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous 
light. 
 
Opening Hymn: CP 500 “Sister Let me Be Your Servant”  
                             (Richard Gillard; © 1977 Scripture in Song [A division of Integrity music]) 

                             Sung by Bill & Linda Van Sickle, & Mary Wills 
 
Sister, let me be your servant,  
let me be as Christ to you; 
pray that I may have the grace 
to let you be my servant too. 
 
We are pilgrims on a journey, 
fellow travelers on the road; 
we are here to help each other  
walk the mile and bear the load. 
 
I will hold the Christ light for you 
in the night time of your fear; 
I will hold may hand out to you, 
speak the peace you long to hear. 
 
I will weep when you are weeping; 
when you laugh I’ll laugh with you. 
I will share your joy and sorrow 
till we’ve seen this journey through. 
 
When we sing to God in heaven, 
we shall find such harmony, 
born of all we’ve know together 
of Christ’s love and agony. 
 
 
 



Brother, let me be your servant, 
let me be as Christ to you; 
pray that I may have the grace to 
let you be my servant too. 
 
Greeting: 
Welcome to this place of worship 
Welcome in the name of the One who created us. 
Welcome to the Spirit that is moving in us 
Welcome to the Christ who welcomes us. 
Welcome to you, for all are part of the body of Christ 
Welcome to you, for we are all brothers and sisters in Christ. 
Welcome to this time of worship 
May all find rest, hope, and fulfilment as we worship Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Act of Praise:  Canticle “A Song of Pilgrimage”  
 
Antiphon: O God, you are my God; from break of day I seek you. 
 
Before I ventured forth, 
even while I was very young,  

I sought wisdom openly in my prayer. 
In the forecourts of the temple I asked for her,  

and I will seek her to the end. 
From first blossom to early fruit,  

she has been the delight of my heart. 
My foot has kept firmly to the true path,  

diligently from my youth have I pursued her. 
I inclined my ear a little and received her;  

I found for myself much wisdom and became adept in her. 
To the one who gives me wisdom will I give glory,  

for I have resolved to live according to her way. 
From the beginning I gained courage from her,  

therefore I will not be forsaken. 
In my inmost being I have been stirred to seek her,  

therefore have I gained a good possession. 
As my reward the Almighty has given me the gift of language, 

and with it will I offer praise to God. 
 

Antiphon: O God, you are my God; from break of day I seek you. 
 
Collect of the Day: Welcoming God, make us apostles of your generous love, so that we might 
offer hospitality that challenges the world with your gift of eternal life, made known in Jesus 
Christ, who offered himself for us. Amen. 



 
THE STORY OF FAITH IS PROCLAIMED  

 

Chat @ the Chancel  

Song: River Running in You and Me  
            (Ian MacDonald & Gordon Light; © 2003 Common Cup Company) 

 
River running in you and me, 
Spirit of life, deep mystery. 
Dancing down to the holy seas, 
river run deep, river run free. 
 
River laughed on my birthing day, 
wind and water joined in play. 
Soaked my soul in a shining spray 
river run deep, river run free. 
 
River singing in you and me, 
Spirit of life, deep mystery. 
Catch us up in your melody, 
river run deep, river run free. 
 
First Reading: Genesis 22:1-14                                                                                       Kathy Middleton 

After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, ‘Abraham!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ He 

said, ‘Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and 

offer him there as a burnt-offering on one of the mountains that I shall show you.’ So Abraham 

rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his 

son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt-offering, and set out and went to the place in the 

distance that God had shown him. On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place far 

away. Then Abraham said to his young men, ‘Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I will go 

over there; we will worship, and then we will come back to you.’ Abraham took the wood of the 

burnt-offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. So the 

two of them walked on together. Isaac said to his father Abraham, ‘Father!’ And he said, ‘Here I 

am, my son.’ He said, ‘The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a burnt-

offering?’ Abraham said, ‘God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt-offering, my son.’ So the 

two of them walked on together.  

 When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there and laid 

the wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then 



Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to kill his son. But the angel of the LORD called 

to him from heaven, and said, ‘Abraham, Abraham!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ He said, ‘Do not 

lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you 

have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.’ And Abraham looked up and saw a ram, 

caught in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt-

offering instead of his son. So Abraham called that place ‘The LORD will provide’; as it is said to 

this day, ‘On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided.’     

For the Word of God is scripture,  
For the Word of God is among us,  
For the Word of God is within us,    
Thanks be to God.  
 
Psalm: 13  (BAS P 717)                                                                                                     Kathy Middleton  
 
How long, O Lord? will you forget me for ever? * 
how long will you hide your face from me? 
 
2 How long shall I have perplexity in my mind, and grief in my heart, day after day? *  
how long shall my enemy triumph over me? 
 
3 Look upon me and answer me, O Lord my God; * 
give light to my eyes, lest I sleep in death; 
 
4 Lest my enemy say, “I have prevailed over him,” * 
and my foes rejoice that I have fallen. 
 
5 But I put my trust in your mercy; * 
my heart is joyful because of your saving help. 
 
6 I will sing to the Lord, for he has dealt with me richly; * 
I will praise the name of the Lord Most High. 
 
Second Reading: Romans 6:12-23                                                                                  Mike Armstrong 

Therefore, do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their 

passions. No longer present your members to sin as instruments* of wickedness, but present 

yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and present your 

members to God as instruments* of righteousness. For sin will have no dominion over you, 

since you are not under law but under grace.  

javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);


What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! Do 

you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the 

one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to 

righteousness? But thanks be to God that you, having once been slaves of sin, have become 

obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which you were entrusted, and that you, 

having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. I am speaking in human 

terms because of your natural limitations.* For just as you once presented your members as 

slaves to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now present your members as slaves 

to righteousness for sanctification.  

When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. So what advantage did 

you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of those things is death. 

But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the advantage you get is 

sanctification. The end is eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is 

eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

For the Word of God is scripture,  
For the Word of God is among us,  
For the Word of God is within us,    
Thanks be to God.  
 
Hymn of the Day:  Beside a Stream of Living Water/Shenandoah  
                                  (arr. Thomas Keesecker; Text by Nancy Kraft; published by Choristers Guild) 

                                  Sung by Kathy Middleton  
 
Beside a Stream of Living Water, stands a tree of God’s blest people,  
Its roots run deep, from those before us. 
By grace, it grows by grace, the love of God abounding. 
 
So many rings, a living history, some are thin from years of struggle,  
Some are thin from years of struggle, some circle wide from times of plenty 
By grace, it grows by grace, the love of God abounding 
 
The branches soar beyond the steeple, leaves as varied as its people; 
So many gifts and yet one body, 
By grace it grows by grace the love of God abounding 
 
O tree of life, O tree of glory, may our witness tell God’s story 
For all who follow in the future, 
By grace, it grows by grace, the love of God abounding 
the love of God abounding. 
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Gospel:  Matthew 10:40-42                                                                            Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
‘Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who 
sent me. Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s 
reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will 
receive the reward of the righteous; and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of 
these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.’ 
 
The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Sermon:                                                                                                        Rev. Sandra Hounsell-Drover 
 
Affirmation of Faith (Church of England) 
 
Let us declare our faith in God. 
We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 
We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 
We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
Through baptism we have been made alive in Christ Jesus. Through the in-dwelling of the Holy 
Spirit we share this new life with all Creation.  Today, let us pray for the whole of God’s gift of 
Creation and for all humankind, saying: Lord, have mercy. 
 
For all believers in the One who gave us life, that we might be faithful, willing to serve, receptive 
of the Creator’s blessings, and delighting to all things made new in Jesus Christ,  
let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 



For this congregation, that we might be eager to welcome strangers, diligent in prayer for 
ourselves and others, and generous in deed,  
let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 
 
For our nation as we celebrate Canada Day, for our cities of Colwood and Langford and for the 
Greater Victoria Region and for this island we call home, that we might be advocates of all in 
need, that we would be defenders of equality, and models of fairness and reconciliation with all 
humankind,  
let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 
 
For those who grieve, those residing in places of care, those in prison, those who are struggling 
with addictions, those who are without a sense of direction in their lives,  
let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For those employed in dangerous occupations, those who care for the sick, those who work the 
land and the seas, those who engage in commerce, and those who teach our children and young 
peoples,  
let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 
 
For all who travel, for those who seek rest and leisure, for all who are missing those times of 
visiting with family and friends, and for those who long to enjoy the gifts of Your Creation without 
the fear of the COVID – 19 pandemic,  
let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 
 
For our families and for all who have been placed under our care, for our enemies and for those 
with whom we disagree, and for those who are examples of grace in our lives,  
let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 
 
On this Fourth Sunday after Pentecost, we pray for the United Church of North India.  
For Ansley our Diocesan Administrator, and Sandra our Rector. 

 For Trinity Anglican & Lutheran Church, Pt. Alberni, & for the Diocese of the Yukon. 
 And in the Selkirk Region we pray for all Chaplains in our Corrections facilities at Wilkinson and 
Gordon Head. 
 
In our own parish, we remember Ethan, Dianne, Rick & Barb, Sheila, Kian, Alice, Carol 
Ann, Joan, Maureen, and Melissa.   
And we also pray for those we remember in the quiet of our own hearts. 
 
Yours, O God, is the dominion, the power, and the glory, now and forever.  AMEN. 
 
Confession and Absolution: It is in our confession where we realize our desire for God and our 
hope for God’s mercy. It is in admitting the truth of our lives that we take the first step toward 
wholeness and healing. So let us pray our confession together: 
 



Holy God, hear our prayer: 
For the mending of our hearts, torn apart by our unkindness; 
For the healing of our souls, wasting away from the despair around us; 
For the forgiveness we seek for the sin we have allowed to persist; 
For the reconciliation of the world, whose division condemns us; 
We pray for the courage to admit our fault, 
The strength to amend our actions, 
And the hope that your grace awaits us. 
Through Christ we pray. Amen. 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer:  And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray… 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Blessing:  
 
Shared Ministry: 

 
WE ARE SENT INTO THE WORLD 

 
Commissioning Hymn:  My Love Colours Outside the Lines  
                                                  (Gordon Light; © 1995 Common Cup Company) 

                                          Sung by Mary Wills, Gemma Hamblin, Carolyn Hamar, & Anthea Browne  
 
My love colours outside the lines, 
Exploring paths that few could ever find; 
And takes me into places where I’ve never been before 
and opens doors to worlds outside the lines. 



 
My Lord colours outside the lines, 
Turns wounds to blessings, water into wine; 
And takes me into places where I’ve never been before 
and opens doors to worlds outside the lines. 
 
We’ll never walk on water 
If we’re not prepared to drown, 
Body and soul need a soaking from time to time; 
And we’ll never move the gravestones 
If we’re not prepared to die, 
and realize there are worlds outside the lines. 
 
My soul longs to colour outside the lines, 
Tear back the curtains, sun come in and shine; 
I want to walk beyond the boundaries 
where I’ve never been before 
- throw open doors to worlds outside the lines. 
 
We’ll never walk on water 
If we’re not prepared to drown, 
Body and soul need a soaking from time to time; 
And we’ll never move the gravestones 
If we’re not prepared to die, 
and realize there are worlds outside the lines. 
 
My soul longs to colour outside the lines, 
Tear back the curtains, sun come in and shine; 
I want to walk beyond the boundaries 
where I’ve never been before 
- throw open doors to worlds outside the lines. 
throw open doors to worlds outside the lines. 
 
Commissioning: Do not ever be afraid to welcome others. Bring your welcoming, accepting spirit 
to all those whom you meet. May God go with you on your journey this week and all of your days. 
We go in peace to love and serve all of God’s creation.  Amen.   
 
 

TODAY WE PRAY 
Pray for the church of Nigeria. 

Ansley our Diocesan Administrator, Sandra our Rector, & Paul our Associate Priest. 
For S. Andrew, Sidney, & Diocese of New Westminster. 
 In the Selkirk Region for Regional Chaplaincies in hospital. 

  



FOR THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED US TO PRAY FOR THEM 
Today, we remember Ethan, Dianne, Rick & Barb, Sheila, Kian, Alice, Carol Ann, Joan, Maureen, 

Melissa.   
We also pray for those we remember in the quiet of our own hearts.  


