
Order of Service for December 13, 2020 
The Third Sunday of Advent 

Gaudete 
9:30 am 

Service of Spiritual Communion 
 

Officiating: The Rev’d Fergus Tyson 
Preaching: The Rev’d Dr. Bob Mummery 

Mary, Magnifier 
by Jan Richardson 
 
Luke tells us that when Mary finds herself alone in the 
wake of the archangel Gabriel’s visit, she goes “with haste” 
to see her kinswoman Elizabeth, who is experiencing a 
strange pregnancy herself. As soon as she hears Mary’s 
greeting, Elizabeth lays a mighty blessing on Mary for how 
she is participating in the work of God, and Mary sings out 
the Magnificat, a song of praise to God, in response.  
 
I find this scene among the most potent in all of scripture. It 
epitomizes the power of the act of blessing. With her ges-
ture of grace, Elizabeth the Blesser challenges us toward similar action: to recognize 
where God is working in the world, and to participate in bringing this work to com-
pletion. And for Mary, the massive change within her is linked to a radical transfor-
mation beyond her. There is a congruence between what God has stirred within her*
in her womb, in her soul*and what God is stirring in the world. 
 
I find myself wondering about that kind of congruence, and how God is calling it forth 
in my own life. In this Advent season, what’s stirring inside me that connects me with 
the world around me? What is God seeking to bring forth in my life that enables me to 
participate in the transformation that God is working in all creation? And how is God 
challenging me to be both Elizabeth, Blesser, and Mary, Blessed? 
 

http://adventdoor.com/2007/12/14/door-14-remembering-forward/ (alt.) 



The Gathering of the Community 
 
Welcome and Opening Prayer 
 
Opening Hymn: (screens) 
 
Greeting (screens) 
 
Collect for Purity (screens) 
 
Collect of the Day (screens) 
 
Children’s Time (Advent Candle Lighting)  
 
Prayer for the Advent Wreath (screens) 
 

The Proclamation of the Word 
 
The First Reading 
 

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord 
has anointed me; he has sent me to bring good news to 
the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; to 
proclaim the year of the Lord's favour, and the day of 
vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to pro-
vide for those who mourn in Zion - to give them a gar-
land instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of 
mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 
They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of 
the Lord, to display his glory. They shall build up the an-
cient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; 
they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of 
many generations. For I the Lord love justice, I hate rob-
bery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their 
recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant 
with them. Their descendants shall be known among the 
nations, and their offspring among the peoples; all who 
see them shall acknowledge that they are a people whom 
the Lord has blessed. I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my 
whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me 
with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with 
the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself 
with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her 
jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a 
garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord 
God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up be-
fore all the nations.  
     ISAIAH 61:1-4, 8-11 
Reader: The word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Canticle 18: The Song of Mary (screens) 
 
The Holy Gospel  
 

People: Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 
He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all 
might believe through him. He himself was not the light, 
but he came to testify to the light. This is the testimony 
given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites 
from Jerusalem to ask him, "Who are you?" He confessed 

and did not deny it, but confessed, "I am not the Messi-
ah." And they asked him, "What then? Are you Elijah?" 
He said, "I am not." "Are you the prophet?" He answered, 
"No." Then they said to him, "Who are you? Let us have 
an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about 
yourself?" He said, "I am the voice of one crying out in 
the wilderness, 'Make straight the way of the Lord,'" as 
the prophet Isaiah said. Now they had been sent from 
the Pharisees. They asked him, "Why then are you bap-
tizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the 
prophet?" John answered them, "I baptize with water. 
Among you stands one whom you do not know, the one 
who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the 
thong of his sandal." This took place in Bethany across 
the Jordan where John was baptizing.  
    JOHN 1:6-8, 19-28 
Leader: The Gospel of Christ. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Sermon  
 
The Apostles’ Creed (screens) 
 
The Prayers of the People  
 
Advent Litany(screens) 
 
Prayer in Response to COVID-19 (screens) 
 
Confession and Absolution (screens) 
 
The Peace (screens) 
 
 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 
 
Offertory (screens) 
 
Prayer over the Gifts (screens) 
 
Eucharistic Prayer (screens) 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (screens) 
 
The Breaking of the Bread (screens) 
 
The Communion  
 
Prayer for Communion (screens) 
 
Prayer after Communion (screens) 
 
The Blessing 
 
Closing Hymn: (screens) 
 
Dismissal (screens)  
 
Virtual Coffee Time (Zoom link: https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/88948030856?
pwd=Q1lseHlzSDRyS05Qdk80M2h2bldEdz09) 

Service of Spiritual Communion 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88948030856?pwd=Q1lseHlzSDRyS05Qdk80M2h2bldEdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88948030856?pwd=Q1lseHlzSDRyS05Qdk80M2h2bldEdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88948030856?pwd=Q1lseHlzSDRyS05Qdk80M2h2bldEdz09


Prayers for This Week 
(bold italics indicate new or special emphasis this week)   

 

 In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer we pray for the Falkland Islands (Extra-Provincial to Canter-
bury). 
 In the Anglican-Lutheran Prayer Cycle: In the Anglican Church we pray the Venerable Alan Perry, 
General Secretary, and the staff of the General Secretary’s Office; Melanie Delva, Reconciliation Ani-
mator and in the Lutheran Church we pray for Trina Gallop Blank, Assistant to the National Bishop, 
Communications and Resource Generation, and the staff of Communications; Kyle Giesbrecht, Di-
rector of Finance and Administration, and the staff of Finance and Administration. 
 In our Diocesan Cycle, we pray for the parishes of Holy Trinity, Rocky Mountain House and St. 
Cuthbert & St. George, Sundre; for their clergy Richard Lemmon (Hon.), Gerald Ingeveld, Lay Minis-
ter  and John Gishler (Hon.). We also pray for the Bishop, Archdeacons and Regional Deans (BARDS). 
 We lift to you our friends, in our Companion Diocese, the Windward Islands. 
 In our Parish Cycle, we pray for the safety and well-being of all members of our Parish, and 
pledge to stay connected with one another and face the challenges of COVID-19 together; we remem-
ber our clergy, Fergus, Cyril, Norman, Bob, and their families; and we especially uphold all who are 
infirm, immune-compromised, or on the front lines in this battle.  
 We pray for our foster child Desta Keweti. 
 Heavenly Father, giver of life and health, comfort and strengthen those of our parish who are sick, in-
jured or distressed, and those approaching or recovering from surgery, especially we lift up to you the fami-
ly of Joy (Abby's sister); Antony; Judy; Raymond (uncle of Paul); Dinah; the family of John; Debra, Lori 
and family of Josie; Crystal (niece of Rosemarie); Bill & Pat; Steve;  the family of Bob; the family of Car-
men; John; the family of Bonnie; Gerald; Gerald and Louise (Shannon’s father and mother); Megan 
and family, Molly (mother of Sian); the family of Simon; Stephen; Dwight (Dorothy-Ann’s cousin); Jo; 
the family of Brenda (relative of the Collers); the family of Joan (mother of Richard); Tracy; Roxie 
and the family of Andy; Harry (friend of Ian and Kathleen); Julia; the Herritt family in their bereave-
ment; Gina; Gael; Verna and her family; Michael; Barb; Jen; the family of Leslie; Patrick, Jordan; the 
family of Lene; the family of Helen; Eleanor; Jackie K. (sister of Pauline); Dorothy; the family of Mau-
ricia (mother of Ella ); Max & Rebecca; Anne; Dozy & Obie & family; Karla; Kathy; Kevin; Richard 
(friend of Anne); Terry; Jerrod; Melissa and her family (friends of Jenn); Dennis; Mike; Val; Martin; 
Chinazor; Sheila; Melissa and her family; Adrianna; Peggy; Bob and Joanne; Laura (sister of Kim); the 
family of Douglas; Michelle; Ian; Pat; Christine; Rick (brother of Sheila); Gwen; Jacquie; Ellen; Pauline; 
Monika (mother of Dennis); Kathy (daughter of Bob & Joanne); Trudy (cousin of Iona); Len; Andrea 
and Andrew’s family; Margaret; Marlene; and the family of James (father of Allison).  
 We pray for containment of the COVID-19 coronavirus worldwide; protection for nurses and all 
those on the front lines or especially vulnerable to its effects, in particular all who are homeless; and 
full restoration of health for all those who are ill. 
 We pray for all struggling economically, and all those affected by fires, floods, storms or other natural 
disasters. We pray for us all to stand together in hard times.  
 We pray for peace and justice in our own country and throughout the world. We remember the peo-
ple of Nigeria, and all whose lives have been torn apart by violence. We pray for safe haven for those 
whom violence has forced to flee their homes. We pray for an end to racism and discrimination, and 
all acts of hate done in the Name of the God of love. We stand in solidarity with all whose lives have 
been devastated by human evil and all seeking to make the world as it ought to be. We pray for pro-
tection and guidance for all in law enforcement or our military in danger at home or overseas. May your Ho-
ly Spirit guide world leaders to seek just resolutions to all conflicts, that all people may come to know your 
peace that passes all understanding and war be no more.  
 We thank you for your healing touch, which sustains us every day; and for all the many healings that 
have taken place in our parish; and your unending mercy as you hear our prayers.  

The flowers on the Altar on December 6  were given to the Glory of God by Sarah and 
Peter Ramsay in Thanksgiving for Family and Friends. 

The flowers on the Altar are given to the Glory of God by Andrew and Andrea Webley 
in praise and thanksgiving on our 28th Wedding Anniversary. 


