
1 
 

Summer in the Psalms: God’s Glory in Creation and Word 
Psalm 19 
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~God is speaking, open your eyes to hear Him~ 

 
Art is one of those funny things.  Many forms are wordless and yet they communicate 
boldly.  Salvador Dali’s “The Persistence of Memory” is a great example of this.  
 
Now as you look at this there are a few layers to its communication.  The first layer 
happens subconsciously without our awareness.  So as you look at this at the most 
basic level you are aware that this picture is most assuredly not alive.  It is a painting.  
And so nothing in this picture is real.  The ants eating the pocket watch aren’t real.  The 
tree growing out of the table isn’t real.  And of course the melting clocks aren’t real, 
instead they are the construct of a human hand.  Now we don’t have to think this, we 
just know it.  Someone made this. 
 
The second layer of communication happens as we react to the art or assess it.  We 
either like it or we don’t.  We either find it beautiful or ugly or scary or disturbing or 
insightful or boring or whatever.  Art makes us feel, and this is something the separates 
humanity from the rest of the animal kingdom. 
 
But then at a third level there is a deep sense that the artist is speaking through the 
picture.  But the specifics of the words aren’t important – if they were then Dali would 
have become an author and written – instead the picture seeks to communicate a 
thought.  And part of the joy of looking at art is deciphering its message.  So as I look at 
this I am aware of how fruitless it is to strive after accomplishing great things in life 
because time melts away into meaninglessness.  You may see something a little 
different.  But we both agree art speaks. 
… 
This summer we are returning to the book of Psalms.  And the book of Psalms is a 
compilation of multiple authors masterfully melding faith and word.  In the Psalms we 
get the works of David and Solomon and Moses and Asaph and the sons of Korah and 
Heman and Ethan and multiple others who labored to give us not simply some theology 
about God, but to foster an encounter with Him.  The Psalms are art.   
 
And over the summer we will be taking a different Psalm each week and allowing it to 
lead us, like a worship leader, into an encounter will God.  Today we are in Psalm 19 so 
if you have your Bibles and open them up to the very center you will find Psalms.  And 
Psalm 19 is on page 390. 
… 
This is a psalm of David, and was intended for a setting like we are in today - 
congregational worship.  And there are three sections to it.  Verses 1-6 draw our hearts 
towards God’s voice in creation, verses 7-11 declare the greatness of God’s voice in 
scripture, and verses 12-14 lead us into introspection in light of God’s voice. 
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David says God is speaking, so open your eyes to hear Him.  Let’s start in verse 1. 
 
[Read Psalm 19:1-6] 
… 
God is speaking through creation.  Now we live in a fast paced, consumeristic, scientific, 
efficient, productive world.  Our culture values getting stuff done.  We love clarity and 
precision and simplicity in communication.  And we bring all of this into our relationship 
with God and it hampers our ability to hear Him. 
 
Of course this isn’t just us, every person in every culture brings their worldview with 
them when they approach God.  And so in Mexico God is perceived as more relaxed.  
He is the “manana God.”  In Korea God is authoritarian – He is first and foremost to be 
respected and obeyed.  And while none of these perspectives are wrong we have to 
remember that while God lisps1 to speak our language He is holy.  And that means He 
isn’t like us.  He is different.  He is transcendent.  His thoughts are above our thoughts. 
 
And so just because we are intrinsically consumeristic, scientific, efficient, productive 
people doesn’t mean that God is like us.   
 
The result is no matter how much we would like Him to God doesn’t communicate by 
bullet pointed email – wouldn’t that be great?  On top of this He refuses to allow His 
involvement in our world to be scientifically verified – wouldn’t that make things simpler?  
But this is no mistake. 
 
In our last series we emphasized the subtle way God has chosen to cause His kingdom 
to break into our world.  Even when Jesus was walking around performing miracles and 
teaching with authority in a way no one had ever seen before all of this was done in a 
way that required eyes of faith to see.  Jesus refused to remove the need for faith from 
His disciples. 
 
And in the last 2000 years God hasn’t changed His tactics.  He still wants us to gamble 
our lives on the prospect that investing in His kingdom in spite of the fact we can’t see it 
is worth more than investing in the earthly kingdom we can see – this is faith. 
… 
Now there is another side to this.  Romans 1 talks about how creation provides all the 
evidence we need for the existence of God and so convicts us.  Paul says: 

The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the 
godlessness and wickedness of people, who suppress the truth by their 

wickedness, since what may be known about God is plain to them, 
because God has made it plain to them. For since the creation of the 

world God’s invisible qualities—His eternal power and divine nature—
have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been 

made, so that people are without excuse. (Romans 1:18-20) 

                                            
1
 The theologian Calvin first coined this idea. 



3 
 

 
And all that’s true but Psalm 19, which also talks about seeing God in creation, isn’t an 
argument for His existence.  David is preaching (or singing rather) to the choir.  So his 
desire here is not that we believe in God, but that we experience Him who we believe in.  
He wants to take us from the general revelation that God exists to the specific revelation 
that He is speaking into the turmoil we live in, and His words are restoration and peace 
and life to all those who need Him.  
… 
So let me ask you, how aware are you of your status as a fragile jar of clay?   As you 
think about yesterday, and experience today and anticipate tomorrow and the toils and 
mourning and struggles and suffering and labouring to persevere are you aware of your 
need for God to minister life and peace to you afresh?  
… 
Some of us are no doubt hyper-aware of this reality, possibly because we’ve recently 
been shaken by death or job pressure or family stress or a combination of any number 
of factors.  But others of us don’t see ourselves as needy.  We’re strong and self-reliant.  
Our life is going as planned.  But the irony is the danger is in the later. 
 
You see the scriptures teach that the world we live in is broken by sin, and we live in the 
midst of the consequences of that brokenness, and we ourselves are broken by it.  And 
awareness of this reality is healthier than oblivion.  So in another Psalm David prays: 

You, God, are my God, earnestly I seek you; I thirst for you, my whole being longs 
for you, in a dry and parched land where there is no water. (Psalm 63:1) 

 
David was aware of himself and what he was living in the middle of, and he knew that 
his greatest need was to meet the God who loves the needy.  
 
And he knew that this God’s words are a wellspring of cool fresh mercy that flow from 
His infinite abundance and pour graciously, even wastefully, into our cracked vessels.  
God has so much of Himself to give that He isn’t worried that our imperfections aren’t 
able to contain it – He pours it out anyway.  And David pressed in to that. 
 
So are you blessed to be in a place right now where the dry and weary land of life has 
made you desperately thirsty to see God speak words of restoration into your situation? 
… 
David says look up and hear God speaking.  The heavens are declaring the glory of 
God.  Everything enveloped by what our eyes can see speaks and therefore through all 
creation God is subtly ministering to those with eyes to listen.   
 
It’s subtle because God isn’t interrupting our noisy culture to bring us an important 
announcement about some kitchen utensil we never knew we needed.  God isn’t 
peddling the kingdom; He isn’t desperate for consumers.   
 
But just because it is subtle doesn’t mean His message isn’t prolific.  Verse 2 says “Day 
after day they pour forth speech.”  God’s words gush and spew out everywhere all the 
time.  And the message they reveal night and day is knowledge.   
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David says God is speaking through what He has made, and He means to be heard.  
His words are intended to breathe new life and vitality into our situation.  He means to 
minister to you.   
 
So are you thirsty to see God speak? 
… 
Next David’s poetic ability gets taxed as he attempts to describe how God speaks 
through creation.  So notice that in verse 2 the skies are pouring forth speech, but then 
in verse 3 they have no speech and use no words, and then in verse 4 their voice and 
words go out to the ends of the world again.   
 
Now these aren’t contradictions, this is poetry, and David is working to put God’s 
spiritual mode of communication into human vocabulary.  So God speaks, but without 
words, and yet His message is clearly proclaimed, but it can’t be heard.  There is 
paradox here as God speaks directly to our hearts.  And David says that anyone with 
eyes of faith can hear these words when they take in the sky. 
 
So have you trained your eyes in faith?  Do they listen to God speaking?   
 
Now don’t assume that simply because you believe this happens automatically.  And 
that’s because everything in our culture competes for our attention.  The visual 
stimulation is extreme and aims to entice us to trade our time and energy and money 
and everything else we have for the products it wants to sell.  In contrast we must train 
our eyes to hear the still small voice of God.  So are you listening?  Has your thirst for 
God’s ministering mercies caused you to tune in?  Do you see that God speaks to you? 
… 
Or maybe you are wondering “How do I decipher God’s noiseless voice? 
… 
Let me bring you back to the Salvador Dali painting and the three levels of 
communication we saw there.  So first there was the subliminal realization that what 
was painted was created.  Second, it made us feel, and this feeling is something 
intrinsically human.  And finally it is through this feeling that the artist communicates the 
message. 
 
And so in creation we get these three levels of communication as well.  First, there is 
the awareness that what we see is created.  David’s fixation in this Psalm is on the sky 
which He says yells out without words.  And that’s because what David sees in the sky 
is a sign post pointing to the Designer.  Everything is meticulously perfect. 
 
And even secular scientists struggle with this realization today.  So in an article on how 
the solar system works one evolutionist remarked of the planets: 

You might also think that these disparate bodies are scattered across the solar 
system without rhyme or reason.  But move any piece of the solar system today, 
or try to add anything more, and the whole construction would be thrown fatally 
out of kilter.2 

                                            
2
 Webb, R. 2009 Unknown Solar System 1: How was the Solar System built> New Scientist. 2693: 31. 
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He speaks of construction and reason and rhyme – all things that flow from a creative 
designer.  Of course eyes of faith enable us to see that everything has been precisely 
orchestrated to perform a cosmic dance.  Everything we see was made. 
 
The second layer of communication does deeper and hits us in an emotional way; we 
like what we see.  And we like the way we feel when we see it.  So when people want to 
unwind very few of us sit in parking lots or visit Superstore, we go for walks in nature, 
we fish, we climb mountains and explore caves because nature revives our spirits. 
 
But it’s in the third layer of communication where we transcend general revelation and 
see God speak specifically.  There is a message in the art; a wordless, voiceless 
message pouring forth speech.  And the message is that God is glorious. 
… 
One of the things I absolutely love is a good thunderstorm – we’ve had a couple good 
ones this week.  But when Nikki and I lived in Korea we had an apartment on the 23rd 
floor right near the ocean.  And one night, in typhoon season the clouds were so low 
that our apartment was right in the middle of them.  And there was this huge sheet 
lightning storm.  Sheet lightning is when instead of jumping to the ground the lightning 
jumps from cloud to cloud.  And it was right outside our apartment.  And as we stood 
watching it we could hear the crackle and feel the hair stand up on our arms, and it was 
terrifying and awe-full to stand near the window.  There was so much power just on the 
other side of the glass.  The whole world went from pitch black to brilliant white in a 
second again and again and again.   
 
And in that moment there are no words that can really describe the experience of being 
there.  I simply felt and knew in that God was close, and all I could stammer was “holy, 
holy, holy.”   
 
God is huge.  God is powerful.  And He is glorious.  He is the Artist; creation is His 
handiwork.  But beyond all this He is personal. 
 
This is where David takes the picture in verses 5 and 6 as he sings of the sun being 
pitched like a tent.  The message isn’t just that God is glorious, David sees joy here. 
 
So the sun is like a bridegroom coming out of his chamber.  Now a bridegroom heading 
out to pick up his bride isn’t simply clean-cut and dressed in his best clothes.  He is 
embarking on the happiest day of his life.  Husbands, do you remember that day?   
… 
Now everyone knows that the bride is the most beautiful thing to look at on a wedding 
day, but beauty is in the eye of the beholder and so my favorite thing to do at weddings 
is to watch the groom when the bride appears.  Because while anybody can appreciate 
the good looks of a thousand-dollar dress, a fancy haircut and some makeup, you can’t 
put a price tag on what a groom sees when his bride appears – at least not if he’s doing 
things the right way. 
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In his eyes are joy and excitement and eager anticipation and passion and love.  And 
David directs our hearts to feel God’s joy in creation. 
 
And then he describes the sun as a champion preparing to compete in his sport.  If 
you’ve ever been the best at anything you know what this feels like.  This is Mahammad 
Ali entering the ring, this is Wayne Gretzky hitting the ice, or Michael Jordan in front of 
the hoop.  If you’ve seen the movie “Chariots of Fire” this is Eric Liddell rounding the last 
corner of the race.  His arms pump like pistons and his lips stretch out in a huge smile 
as his head tips back and everything inside him yells out “Glory! Glory! Glory!” 
 
And the Artist paints His pleasure in the sun because it is in His heart.  Many Christians 
think that because of the state of the world God must be frustrated or perturbed or angry 
or confused about how bad things have gotten, but creation tells a different story.  God 
is gloriously happy, and He speaks to invite us into His happiness.   
 
Friends, could your life use some more of God’s happiness?  If yes are your eyes open 
to receive it?  Can you hear Him smiling over you? 
… 
David’s not done yet, he moves from the glory of God in creation to the glory of God in 
Word.  Look at verse 7. 
 
[Psalm 19:7-11] 
 
While nature speaks both generally and specifically it is in the scriptures that we meet 
God face to face.  So David says “The law of the LORD is perfect”, “The statues of the 
LORD are trustworthy”, the precepts of the LORD are right”, “the commands of the 
LORD are radiant”, “the fear of the LORD is pure”, “the decrees of the LORD are firm.”  
 
God isn’t just God; He is Yahweh – that’s LORD in our text.  He is the One who reveals 
Himself as “I Am.”  And He is the God who clothed Himself in flesh to walk in our shoes.   
 
And this is where the message about the glory of God becomes good news.  God isn’t 
just great and awesome and powerful and infinite, He is benevolent and merciful and 
gracious.  And so when He speaks the result is refreshment for our soul and wisdom for 
our minds and joy for our hearts and light to our eyes.  Nothing can benefit us like the 
word of God. 
 
And this is because the Creator isn’t just the masterful orchestrator of the stars, He is 
the One who wove us together in our mother’s womb.  He knows us.  He knows how we 
work and who we are infinitely better than we know ourselves.   
 
And so because on one hand God knows everything about creation and everything 
about His creatures and on the other hand He is benevolent and merciful and gracious 
what He says to us will be the most useful and profitable and worthwhile and joy 
inspiring message that exists.  
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Friends, God speaks, and the words of creation and scripture have been designed to 
bring us into harmony with every good thing He has for us.  And so in verses 10 and 11 
David tells us “if you have the opportunity to choose between the Word of God and gold, 
then for crying out loud choose the Word!  And if you get to choose between the Word 
and the pleasures of life, even sweet ones like honey, then for crying out loud choose 
the Word!  And don’t do this because it’s the right thing to do.  David says do it for the 
reward.  Do if for your pleasure. 
 
You see God wants followers who love Him because they value Him, not followers who 
dutifully do the right thing as some kind of favor even though they hate it.  God speaks 
of treasure that He wants us to want.  And so everything He leads us into is for our own 
good. 
 
But isn’t this totally opposite from what we often think in our moments of weakness?  
Aren’t we constantly tempted, like Adam and Eve, to believe God is holding out on us 
and that the lusts of the flesh and the desires of our eyes will be way sweeter than the 
path of righteousness God wants to lead us on?  Isn’t that what we think? 
 
David says, don’t give in to this lie – it’s a lie!  The devil has no desire to lead you to 
anything good.  His only plan is your destruction.  It is God who wants your good.  And 
so YHWH’s word refreshes the soul.  YHWH’s law enables wisdom.  And YHWH’s rules 
don’t restrict, they bring joy.  God speaks for your good. 
 
So friends, are your eyes open?  Do you hear God speaking?  Are you tasting His 
reward, is it sweeter than honey? Is there evidence in your life that you value it more 
than gold?  Have you tuned your eyes to hear God speaking through creation and 
through His Word? 
… 
In the last few verses David applies all God’s glory in creation and Word to the 
deceitfulness of the human heart.  Look at verse 12. 
 
[Read Psalm 19:12-14] 
… 
Remember who is speaking here.  This is David, “the man after God’s own heart.”  He 
spent his life fine tuning his eyes to hear God’s glory, and He loved the Word.  His 
longest psalm is an ode to the blessing of the Word.  For 176 verses David goes on and 
on:  

Blessed are those whose ways are blameless, 
    who walk according to the law of the LORD. 

Blessed are those who keep His statutes 
    and seek Him with all their heart (Psalm 119:1-2) 

 
David was enamoured with God, and yet in an incredibly honest look at himself he 
admits not only his sin, but even his inability to discern his own error. 
 
A few centuries later the prophet Jeremiah said: 
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The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure.  Who can understand it? 
(Jeremiah 17:9) 
 

So David knew that hearing God speak didn’t automatically result in living a sinless life, 
instead it meant that he had to find a way to deal with the sin in his life.  And so do we. 
 
So assuming you love God deeply, and see His message in creation and have 
dedicated your life to living consistent with His revealed word, then the next step is to 
suspect yourself.   
 
David says there are two sides to sin.  One side is covert and sneakily entangles us so 
that we can’t even discern our own errors.  Our sinfulness continually surprises us.  We 
look at ourselves after sinning and say “why did I even do that?  Why did I lie, I didn’t 
even have to!  Why did I lust, I wasn’t even attracted!  Why did I take, I didn’t even need 
it!  Why do I do what I do? 
 
Even the Apostle Paul admitted:  

I do not understand what I do…. For I have the desire to do what is 
good, but I cannot carry it out. For I do not do the good I want to do, 

but the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing. (Romans 7:15-
19) 

 
And if this was true for Paul and David then you’re no exception!  So because sin is 
sneaky don’t overestimate your ability to walk righteously; let the glorious message of 
God’s creation and God’s word lead you to humbly suspect yourself; and then pray like 
David prayed. 
 
So in verse 12 David asks for forgiveness.  This means he admits he is wrong – and 
this is in relation to these deceptive sins.  While he doesn’t understand the wily ways of 
his heart, he holds himself accountable for straying from the God who loves him.   
 
But the second side of sin is willful.  This happens when we know something is wrong 
and choose it anyway.  We deliberately, intentionally, thoughtfully choose to reject 
God’s message in outright rebellion.   
 
And David sees this kind of sin in his heart and prays, not for forgiveness but for power.  
He prays that God would hold him back and enable him not to deliberately sin. 
… 
Friends, have you tuned your eyes to hear God?  And when you do, does it make you 
long to be blameless before Him?  Has your love of God caused your hatred of sin to 
grow so great that you actually ask God to help you stop it?  Or have you kept the door 
open?  Friends, see God, and let that experience deliver you from sin. 
… 
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David’s psalm ends where we will end today – with the desire to provoke God to 
pleasure.  God my eyes have seen your message, and I know the good you want for 
me, so let me live in a way that pleases You.  This was David’s hope for us as well as 
himself. 
 
So brothers and sisters, God is speaking, open your eyes to hear His message.  Hear 
Him in creation.  Hear Him in His word.  See that He means you good.  And so live for 
the expanse of His glory and the pleasure of His heart.  But don’t do it just because it is 
the right thing to do, do it for the reward of everything good God promises to those who 
love Him. 


