
No 6 - Our need of salvation and Gods sovereign provision 
 

Outline of this study 
 
Coming from the Greek word soteria - Soteriology is the term that theologians use to describe the 
study of the different aspects of salvation. 
 
In this - our 6th session - we’re going to look at 4 main points and few important theological Biblical 
words and concepts that relate to salvation. 
 
1st - We’ll look at our need of salvation - or in other words what we need to be saved from. 
 
2nd - We’ll see how God has met our need of salvation.  
 
3rd - We’ll consider how a sovereign work of God is required to initiate and bring us to salvation. 
 
And 4th - We’ll finish with our personal responsibility and need to still receive Christ as our Saviour. 
 

Let’s pray before we do this. 
 

O/H - To start off with, what are some of the words and thoughts that come to mind when you 
hear the word salvation? - How would you define the term salvation according to the Bible?  
 
The basic dictionary definition of salvation is to be saved, rescued, delivered or preserved 
from ruin, harm and loss. From a Christian perspective it primarily refers to being saved, 
rescued, delivered or preserved from the penalty, power, effects and consequences of sin.  
 
As we’ll see in our 2nd last session next week, salvation in the life of a Christian has a past 
aspect where at the point of conversion we receive justification by grace alone, through faith, 
as we are saved from the penalty and power of sin.  
 
Salvation also has a present and ongoing aspect in what the Bible refers to as the process of 
sanctification. Sanctification refers to both an event where at conversion we were set apart at 
Justification and declared holy in our position and standing - and it also refers to a lifelong 
process where we’re being saved from the presence of sin, as we actively cooperate with the 
Holy Spirits work, as we grow in holiness as we are being conformed to Christ likeness.  
 
Furthermore, salvation also has a future aspect when our salvation will be completed in that 
the Bible calls glorification. At this we will receive a glorified resurrected body and be finally 
saved and delivered from all effects and consequences of sin and the fall. 
 

Our need of salvation 
 
O/H - Let’s start by looking at our need of salvation - or what we need to be rescued, delivered 
and preserved from. 
 
Genesis chapter 3 - is the familiar Biblical account of how sin came into the world with its 
many resulting effects consequences on mankind and all creation. How important is it that we 
believe that this account is literally and historically true - and not just a symbolic story and a 
literary device to illustrate a principle that people are generally sinful?  
 
To deny a literal historical Adam and Eve, garden, tree of life and serpent calls into question 
everything else in the Bible - including what Jesus and the Apostles clearly taught as being 
literal historical reality. It also totally undermines the very gospel itself, for without a 1st Adam 
through whom sin came - Jesus could not be as the Bible calls him - be the 2nd Adam through 
whom salvation came. 



This is brought out if we read Romans 5:17-19 - For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned 
through that one man, how much more will those who receive God’s abundant provision of grace and 
of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ! 

Consequently, just as one trespass resulted in condemnation for all people, so also one righteous act 
resulted in justification and life for all people. For just as through the disobedience of the one man the 
many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will be made 
righteous. 

As we’ve considered how sin came into the world - I want you to pause again and come up 
with a definition of what sin is. 
 
O/H - Sin defined - Sin is mankind’s rebellion and declaration of independence from God. The 
basic meaning of sin is to miss the mark and falling short of Gods glory and perfect standards 
just as an archer may miss a target and his arrows fall short of the bullseye. 
 
The basic idea of sin being missing the mark is seen in Romans 3:23-24 - “For all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and all are justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 
 
Sin can involve anything we do or say as well as our inner heart attitude. Jesus pointed this 
out in the Sermon on Mount where he said that even hating someone is the equivalent of 
murder and looking lustfully at someone other than your spouse is adultery. 
 
Pausing again, I’d like you to read Ephesians 2:1-5 and identify the ways in which this 
passage describes us in our natural fallen sinful human state? 
 
Ephesians chapter 2:1-5 - As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you 
used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the 
spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.  
 
All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its 
desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. But because of his great 
love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in 
transgressions - it is by grace you have been saved. 
 
2 Corinthians 4:4 - also says that we are blinded by Satan who is called the god of this fallen world.  
 
In Romans chapter 3 - Paul quotes Psalm 14 - and reinforces the fact that as fallen human beings - 
no one is one is righteous - and no one naturally seeks God - that is without a work of the Holy Spirit 
drawing us to God through both General and Special Revelation. 
 
In Psalm 51:5 - David also wrote - Surely, I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother 
conceived me - so we are sinners from birth. 
 

Contrary to the general worldly perception of mankind being inherently good the Bible 
teaches what theologians refer to as the total depravity of man because of Adams original sin. 
Pausing again, what do you think is meant by total depravity and original sin? 
 
When it comes to total depravity and original sin - this refers to the fact that although the 
image of God has not been totally eradicated in humans, since unbelievers are capable of 
doing good things and even living a very moral life, - we are nevertheless born with a fallen 
sin nature that has a bias and tendency towards sin. This is seen in the fact that you don’t 
have to teach a child to do the wrong thing and to be naughty because it comes naturally. 
 
Total depravity means that every aspect of our being has been spoiled and marred by the fall, 
because we inherit a sin nature from the 1st Adam. Because of this we cannot make ourselves 
acceptable in Gods sight no matter how hard we try.  



As a result, we are sinners both by nature and practice, and our good works can’t somehow 
offset our sin, no matter how hard we try. While total depravity means that we are not as good 
and we must be in order to be saved, we are still at the same time not necessarily as bad as 
we could be.  
 
A good illustration of this is the Omelette illustration - (sorry if you’ve heard it before) - but 
imagine if I was going to make an omelette and the recipe required a dozen good eggs to feed 
us for a meal. 
 
But what if after floating the eggs - I found that all 12, or perhaps 9, or 5 or even just 1 of the 
eggs were totally off and rotten - would you find that omelette acceptable and eat it? 
 
The answer is obviously not - as the omelette simply wouldn’t be edible even if we tried to 
mask the taste with various herbs, spices and sauces. This is a picture of all humanity no 
matter how good or bad we may think we are.  
 
But what if we try our very best to follow Gods law and the 10 commandments? - Well when it comes 
to the law - as well as showing us Gods Holy character - its underlying purpose is to diagnose our 
true lost condition and point us to need of a Saviour since we can’t perfectly live up to it. 
 
The law is like an MRI - CT scan - Stethoscope - Thermometer or blood pressure machine - that can 
only diagnose and make us aware of our sick condition - but they can’t cure us.   
 
In the same way - the law points us to our need of Christ, the only one that can cure us of our sin.  
 
Romans 3:19-20 says - Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the 
law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. Therefore, 
no one will be declared righteous in God’s sight by the works of the law; rather, through the law we 
become conscious of our sin. 
 
Galatians 3:10-12 - also tells us - For all who rely on the works of the law are under a curse, as it is 
written: “Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law.” 
Clearly no one who relies on the law is justified before God, because “the righteous will live by faith.” 
 
Despite the clear teaching of Scripture - there was an ancient heresy called Pelagianism that 
was taught by a highly influential British monk called Pelagius who lived from AD 354-420. 
While living in Rome, he became concerned with the lax morals he observed among the 
Christians there as persecution had ceased. He attributed their apathetic attitude toward sin 
to be a byproduct of Augustine’s teachings that emphasized divine grace.  
 
Pelagius vigorously denied the teaching of original sin, total depravity and the need for Gods 
grace to bring us to salvation. According to his theology, he believed that people are not 
naturally sinful, but have a free will to live holy lives in harmony with God’s will and thereby 
can earn salvation through good works. 
 
Initially, theologians like Jerome and Augustine respected Pelagius’ way of life as he 
persuaded many affluent Romans to follow his example and relinquish their possessions. But 
eventually, as Pelagius’ views developed into blatantly unbiblical theology, Augustine took an 
active role in opposing him through preaching and extensive writings. 
 
By AD 417, Pelagius was excommunicated and then condemned as a heretic by the Council of 
Carthage in AD 418. After his death, Pelagianism continued to expand and was officially 
condemned again by the Council of Ephesus in AD 431 and once again at Orange in AD 526. 
His views have however continued throughout church history and are still seen today in 
traditional and liberal churches that deny the gospel as well as modern psychology. 
 

 
 



Gods sovereign provision 
 
O/H - Having looked at our need of salvation - lets now consider how God has met our need of 
salvation in a plan in place He has always had in place to save us from sin.   

 
While it’s hard to wrap our minds around - when it comes to the Gods plan of salvation - it 
was a plan that was always in place - so the cross was always plan A and not an afterthought 
or a secondary plan B or C. 
 
In Revelation 13:8 - we read - All inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast - all whose names 
have not been written in the Lamb’s book of life, the Lamb who was slain from the creation of the 
world. 
 
1 Peter 1:18-21 - says - For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that 
you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, but with 
the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. 
 
He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake. 
Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and glorified him, and so your faith 
and hope are in God.  
 
O/H - So why is Jesus the only one who can save us from sin? - Well Salvation can only come 
through Jesus because only he could bridge the gap by virtue of the fact that he alone could 
reconcile us, because he was fully God and fully human, though without sin. As a result only 
he could represented both God and humanity to bring about our reconciliation to God. 

 
In John 14:6 - Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me. 
 
In Acts 4:12 - Peter said - Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 
given to mankind by which we must be saved.” 
 
And Paul wrote in 1 Timothy 2:5-6 - For there is one God and one mediator between God and 
mankind, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all people. This has now been 
witnessed to at the proper time. 
 
From this, Jesus couldn’t just have a been a good man and great teacher, because he claimed 
to be so much more and if he was wrong about his claims then he was either deluded or a liar. 
 
O/H - There is a common idea that all religions are just different paths up a mountain - but if 
you examine their beliefs you will find they are not in agreement starting with the basics of 
who God is, what salvation is and how we get it. From that illustration, they don’t agree what 
the mountain is - let alone where the top of it is - or even what a path is and how to travel on it.   
 
O/H - While some believe that what really counts is a persons sincerity - it isn’t not enough, as 
it’s as foolish as beleiving that going to a busy international airport and believing that 
boarding any plane will get you to a specific destination if you are sincere enough. 
 

Great words of salvation 
   
When it comes to salvation there are a few important theological terms - that highlight what 
God in His mercy and grace has done for us. 
 
O/H - The 1st word is redemption - which has the idea of being purchased or bought back and relates 
to the way that Christ’s perfect ransom sacrifice on the cross has purchased and bought us back from 
our slavery to sin.  
   



O/H - Then there is the word Atonement - This refers to us being reconciled and brought back into a 
right relationship with God with the original cause of the alienation being dealt with - ie our sin.   
 
In 1 John 4:10 we’re told - Here is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son 
to be the atonement or propitiation for our sins. 
 
O/H - Two words that are closely related to the atonement are - propitiation and expiation - These 
words highlight what God has done through Christ from 2 different angles.  
 
Propitiation refers to the turning away of Gods wrath against sin through a sacrifice while expiation 
refers to covering our sin. When the Biblical context is centred around God’s wrath, propitiation is 
involved; when our sin is the central focus, then expiation is present in our redemption. 
 
When it comes to the atonement - there are a number of different views to explain what Christ 
has done - for example his death was a ransom to Satan or his death was just an example for 
us to follow. 
 
O/H -The Biblical position - is what’s referred to as the Penal Substitutionary Atonement - 
where Gods One and Only Son took our place as a substitute on the cross to make a once for 
all time finished sacrifice to appease and turn away the wrath of God against sin. In doing this 
he paid a ransom to God the Father. 
 
O/H - This view has led to a lot of controversy as many, including some that claim to represent 
the church find the concept of God having to be appeased repulsive. Those who hold to the 
penal substitutionary atonement have been charged with advocating cosmic child abuse. How 
would you respond to them - or do you agree? 
 
Those who have a problem with this view fail to appreciate the gravity of sin that had to be 
dealt with. If God had just overlooked the sins of the world His justice would quite rightly be 
questioned, just as there would be a huge outcry if every guilty criminal in prison was 
suddenly set free with no record of their crimes. By sending Jesus to the cross to punish sin 
and then offering salvation through him, God could at the same time both be just and 
merciful. 
 
This is brought out in Romans 3:23-26 - For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are 
justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. God presented him as 
a sacrifice of atonement, (propitiation) through faith in his blood.  
 
He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed 
beforehand unpunished. He did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to be just and 
the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus. 
 
O/H - Now at this point I want us to focus on a basic explanation of the gospel and the basis 
upon which we are saved. To do this I want you to break up into pairs and in 1 minute explain 
the basics of the gospel imagining that the other person has only 1-minute left to live. 
 
O/H - The gospel can be summed up by this formula - Jesus + nothing = everything. 
 
Points to cover - Our sinful condition - Gods provision - Our need to respond to the offer of Gods 
salvation. The basis upon which we are saved is salvation by grace through faith alone. 
  
2 Corinthians 5:21 - God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become 
the righteousness of God. 
 
Romans 6:23 - “For the wages of sin is death but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 
Lord”. 
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The 1st heresy that went against this truth and threatened the church in its infancy - was the  
false teaching of the Judaizers or circumcision group - who taught faith in Christ plus the 
need for male circumcision and doing your best to follow the Mosaic law with all its 
ceremonial requirements. Acts chapter 15 outlines how this heresy was firmly rejected at the 
Jerusalem council. 
 
As this false teaching threatened the Galatian church and gospel - Paul wrote in Galatians 1:6-10 -  
I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you to live in the grace of Christ 
and are turning to a different gospel. which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are 
throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ.  
 
But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to 
you, let them be under God’s curse! As we have already said, so now I say again: If anybody is 
preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let them be under God’s curse! Am I now 
trying to win the approval of human beings, or of God? Or am I trying to please people? If I were still 
trying to please people, I would not be a servant of Christ. 
 
Another example of the Christ plus heresy was and still is Roman Catholicism - which led to 
the Protestant Reformation as Roman Catholicism teaches Christ plus a number of other 
things that are necessary for salvation - including following all the teachings of their church - 
Good works - and the 7 sacraments as a means of grace.  
 
In response the 5 solas or only’s of the Protestant reformation were -  

Sola Scriptura 

This means that only Scripture has the authority to speak from God because it comes from God.  

Solo Christo  

The second is solo is “Christ alone” - which means that Jesus Christ is the only mediator between 
God and sinful humanity and the one through whom we have reconciliation with God the Father.  

Sola Fide 

The third is sola “faith alone” - which means that our salvation is only by faith in Christ and can’t be 
earned by anything we can do or contribute.  

Sola Gratia 

The fourth is sola gratia, or “grace alone” - where Jesus perfectly fulfilled the law and did the good 
works in our place and freely credits salvation to our account - with imputed righteousness. 

Soli Deo Gloria 

The fifth is soli Deo gloria, “God’s glory alone” - which means that everything we do and believe is 
ultimately only for the glory of God alone. 

Christ plus is also taught in cults today - like the Jehovah’s Witnesses and Mormons. 
 
Another example is baptismal regeneration or salvation through water baptism - whether it be 
baptismal regeneration in infant baptism or adult baptism by full immersion - eg Roman Catholicism 
and Orthodoxy - Non organ Churches of Christ. 
 
Now if this is the case what do we do with James 2:24 - where James writes - You see that a 
person is justified by works and not by faith alone. 

 



To answer this, we need to consider the context and purpose of what James was writing 
about. In making this statement James was not dealing with the basis upon we are saved and 
forgiven by God, but rather the evidence of what a true saving faith should look like. And if 
there is no evidence of any change and good works then it rightly calls into question if that 
person has a true saving faith.  
 
James 2:18-26 - But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.” Show me your faith without 
deeds, and I will show you my faith by my deeds. You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the 
demons believe that - and shudder. 
 
You foolish person, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless. Was not our father 
Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? You see 
that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did. 
And the scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as 
righteousness,” and he was called God’s friend. You see that a person is considered righteous by 
what they do and not by faith alone. 
 
In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she did when she 
gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction? As the body without the spirit is 
dead, so faith without deeds is dead. 
 
Scripture, however, doesn’t contradict Scripture - as Paul outlined in Romans chapter 4:1-8 
the basis upon which we are justified or in other words declared to be in right standing with 
God by grace. 
 
In Romans chapter 4:1-8 - we read - What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according 
to the flesh, discovered in this matter? If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had something 
to boast about - but not before God. What does Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was 
credited to him as righteousness.”  

Now to the one who works, wages are not credited as a gift but as an obligation. However, to the one 
who does not work but trusts God who justifies the ungodly, their faith is credited as 
righteousness. David says the same thing when he speaks of the blessedness of the one to whom 
God credits righteousness apart from works: 

“Blessed are those whose transgressions are forgiven; whose sins are covered. Blessed is the one 
whose sin the Lord will never count against them. 
 
Ephesians 2:8-10 - also clearly says - For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith and this 
is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God - not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God’s 
handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

 
Gods sovereignty in salvation 

 
O/H - When it comes to Gods sovereignty in salvation - this means that we couldn’t be saved 
without Him taking the initiative and drawing us to Himself by His Spirit. So in the final 
analysis salvation is totally a gift from God and not ourselves.  
 
In John 6:37 - Jesus said - All those the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me 
I will never drive away. 
 
He then added in John 6:44 - No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them, 
and I will raise them up at the last day. 
 
John 17:6 - “I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you 
gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. 
 
My own testimony - God used General and Special revelation to bring me to Himself.  



When it comes to the scope of the atonement - The atonement is unlimited in its power and 
ability to save everyone.  

That’s why we read in John 3:16-17 - For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 
 
1 John 2:2 also says - And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the 
sins of the whole world. 
 
But the atonement or what Jesus did on the cross is limited in its efficacy - or in others words 
its application, only to those who respond by repenting and trusting in Christ as their Saviour. 
The fact that we do come to believe and trust in him however, is ultimately because God has 
taken the initiative by working in our life by his Spirit and has opened our heart to the gospel.  
 
This is seen in Lydia’s conversion in Acts 16:11-14 - where we read - From Troas we put out to sea 
and sailed straight for Samothrace, and the next day we went on to Neapolis. From there we travelled 
to Philippi, a Roman colony and the leading city of that district of Macedonia. And we stayed there 
several days. 
 
On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we expected to find a place of 
prayer. We sat down and began to speak to the women who had gathered there. One of those 
listening was a woman from the city of Thyatira named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth. She was a 
worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul’s message. 
 
In Acts 13:46-48 - we also read - Then Paul and Barnabas answered them boldly: “We had to speak 
the word of God to you first. Since you reject it and do not consider yourselves worthy of eternal life, 
we now turn to the Gentiles. For this is what the Lord has commanded us: “‘I have made you a light 
for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’” When the Gentiles heard this, 
they were glad and honoured the word of the Lord; and all who were appointed for eternal life 
believed. 
 

Mankind’s responsibility to still receive Christ as Saviour 
 

O/H - While God is sovereign in initiating our salvation - we are still responsible for making a 
personal decision to receive Christ as our Saviour. 
 
John 1:11-13 - He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who did 
receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God - 
children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.  
 
2 Corinthians 5:20 - We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal 
through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 
 
Acts 2:37-41 - When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other 
apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off - for all whom the Lord our 
God will call.” With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves 
from this corrupt generation.” Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three 
thousand were added to their number that day. 
 
Jesus said in Matthew 11:28-30 - “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give 
you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you 
will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 
 
How Gods sovereignty and human responsibility come together in salvation is a paradox - as 
they are parallel truths that we must hold both in tension.  
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Next week we’ll start - by looking at terms such as Election, Predestination and God’s call and 
sovereign choice. 
 
Then we’ll look at how our salvation is referred to in 3 different senses or tenses -  
 

 Justification - which is the past tense of salvation, where we were saved from the 
penalty and power of sin’s hold over us.  
 

 Sanctification - that’s the present and ongoing tense of salvation, where we are being 
saved from the presence of sin. 
 

 And Glorification - which is the future tense, where we are yet be saved from the all the 
effects and consequences of the fall as we receive a glorified resurrected body. 

 
All I have is Christ 
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