
No 4 - The Son of God’s perfect humanity, life and work 
 

Recap his eternal pre-existence, divinity and claims about himself 
 

Go over the 8 common objections to the trinity and Christ’s divinity 
 

How to respond to some common objections to the trinity and divinity of Christ. 
 
Objection 1 - The trinity is wrong because the word doesn’t appear anywhere in the Bible? 
 
Answer - It is true that the term trinity doesn’t occur in the Bible, but neither does the word 
Bible, and there are a lot of other words and terms used by people in cults and false religions 
that aren’t found in Scripture. The test is not whether a word appears in the Bible, but rather if 
the Bible teaches what that word means.  
 
While it’s impossible to fully understand God with our finite limited minds, the term trinity is 
the best description of the overall teaching of Scripture on the nature of God. The doctrine of 
the trinity is based on a survey of specific verses where the Father, Son and Holy Spirit share 
the same divine attributes plus the same names and titles and roles or things that they do. It 
is also seen in the many verses that specifically show or allude to the divinity of the Father 
Son and Holy Spirit. 
 
Because of this we believe in the One, true and living God eternally exists in three Persons, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. The trinity refers to the way that even though the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit are distinct persons they are coequal in sharing the same divine 
nature, essence, glory, power and attributes. While they are identical in nature they still have 
different ranks, roles and functions within the Godhead.  
 
Objection 2 - When Jesus rebuked the rich young man for calling him “Good teacher” in Mark 10:18 
and said that no one is good except God alone he clearly denied that he was God. 
 
Answer - When you read this verse in the context of the whole passage in this and the other 
gospel accounts, it becomes clear that this was far from a denial by Jesus that he was God. 
Christ’s aim was to get the rich young ruler to actually consider the full implications of what 
he was saying by calling him good teacher.  
 
By challenging his use of the expression “Good teacher” Jesus was getting this young man 
to make the connection that if only God was good there was an inescapable conclusion that 
had to be made that if Jesus was truly a good teacher, then he was also God. The alternative 
to this conclusion is that Jesus wasn’t good, which contradicts passages such as Hebrews 
4:15 which clearly declare that Jesus was without sin. 
 
Objection 3 - With reference to his second coming, Jesus said in Matthew 24:36 that no one knows 
the day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. If this is the case, 
then it means Jesus isn’t omniscient and so he cannot be God. 
 
Answer - When Christ came to earth he was still fully divine, but he chose to voluntarily limit 
the use of some of his divine attributes as he relied on his heavenly Father and the power of 
the Holy Spirit.  As a result, Christ’s statement that he was as unaware of the appointed time 
of his second coming was made according to his humanity as he walked on earth.  
 
Objection 4 - In John 14:28 Jesus clearly said that he wasn’t God when he declared the Father was 
greater than he was.  
 
Answer - When Jesus said this he acknowledged that the Father was greater than him in rank, 
position and authority but certainly not in nature. Just as an earthly father is greater than his 
son in his position and rank, it doesn’t change the fact that he still shares the same essential 
nature as a human being.  



The same applies to the prime minister who is greater than other Australian citizens 
according to his position, but not his nature as a human. Or consider how a solider may be 
subordinate to their commanding officer even though they still equally human in their nature. 
 
Objection 5 - If you read John 20:17 and Mathew 27:45-46 you will see that Jesus called the Father 
his God. Also read John 14:28 and 1 Corinthians 11:3-16, where the Father is clearly the head of the 
Son. If Jesus is God, then how can he have a God and a head over him? 
 
Answer - At his incarnation God the Son came down to earth in human form. While he still had 
the full nature of God, he was now also fully human as well. Jesus was not 50% God and 50% 
man, rather, he was 100% God and 100% man - though sinless.  
 
As he walked the earth in his humanity it was therefore appropriate for him to refer to his 
Father as God. Rather than being a denial of his deity these statements focus on his 
humanity. For the Father to be the head of the Son does not diminish his divinity any more 
than the fact that the divinity of the Holy Spirit is not diminished, when the Father and Son 
send the Holy Spirit and as the Spirits role is to point to Christ and bring him glory. 
 
With regards to headship, this spoke of Christ’s different rank, role and function, but not his 
nature, essence and glory as God. This has parallels to the way in which a wife submits to her 
husband. Her subordination in no way makes her inferior in regard to her human nature.  
 
Christ is in no way inferior in his divine nature even though he is subordinate in submission 
to his Heavenly Father. When we understand these implications regarding headship we see 
how important it is to have a correct Biblical understanding of our respective gender roles in 
marriage, life and leadership in the church.    
 
Objection 6 - Jesus can’t be God because 1 Corinthians 8:5-6 says that only the Father is God -  
For even if there are so-called gods, whether in heaven or on earth (as indeed there are many "gods" 
and many "lords"), yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom all things came and 
for whom we live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all things came and through 
whom we live. 
 
Answer - As we read this verse in its context, Paul is talking about the many so called pagan 
gods which really aren’t real gods anyway. In verse 6 he then points to the fact that there is 
but one God, the Father and but one Lord, Jesus Christ.  
 
By saying that the Father is God doesn’t mean that Jesus Christ isn’t God - anymore than 
saying that because Jesus is the one Lord - it means the Father can’t be Lord. In other verses 
such as Matthew 11:25 the Father is called Lord - while verses such as John 20:28 and 
Hebrews 1:8 refer to Jesus as God.   
 
Objection 7 - 1 Timothy 2:5 tells us that Jesus is the only mediator between God and man. This 
means he cannot be God because a mediator must be a separate independent party in order to 
represent both parties who need to be reconciled. 
 
Answer - This is a faulty argument based on flawed human reasoning. It ignores the fact that 
Christ couldn’t actually be a true mediator if he wasn’t both fully God and a fully sinless man. 
In order to properly represent both parties he had to have both natures.  
 
No other mediator such as a created angelic being or human being was capable of paying the 
ransom price to take our penalty for sin on the cross. Only the perfect Lamb of God could do 
this by turning away Gods wrath through the sacrifice of shedding his blood and dying for us. 
 
Psalm 49:7-9 - says - No man can redeem the life of another or give to God a ransom for him 
the ransom for a life is costly, no payment is ever enough - that he should live on forever and 
not see decay.  



This is backed up by Romans 3:25-26 - God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, 

through the shedding of his blood - to be received by faith. He did this to demonstrate his 
righteousness, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand 
unpunished - he did it to demonstrate his righteousness at the present time, so as to be just 
and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus. 

And Acts 20:28 - Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has 
made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own 
blood. 
 
Objection 8 - Read Proverbs 8:22-31 and cross reference it to 1 Corinthians 1:23-24. This Old 
Testament reference to Jesus clearly shows that he was created. 
 
Proverbs 8:22-31 - "The Lord brought me forth as the first of his works, before his deeds of 
old; I was appointed from eternity, from the beginning, before the world began. When there 
were no oceans, I was given birth, when there were no springs abounding with water; Before 
the mountains were settled in place, before the hills, I was given birth, before he made the 
earth or its fields or any of the dust of the world.  
 
I was there when he set the heavens in place, when he marked out the horizon on the face of 
the deep, when he established the clouds above and fixed securely the fountains of the deep, 
when he gave the sea its boundary so the waters would not overstep his command, and when 
he marked out the foundations of the earth. 
 
Then I was the craftsman at his side. I was filled with delight day after day, rejoicing always in 
his presence, rejoicing in his whole world and delighting in mankind. 
 
1 Corinthians 1:22-24 - Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for wisdom, but we 
preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those 
whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 
God. 
 
When you examine the context and previous chapters of Proverbs, you will notice that the 
writer is actually speaking about wisdom in clear figurative language that personifies wisdom 
or makes it out to have a personality. Furthermore, in verses such as Proverbs 1:20-21, 
wisdom is actually portrayed as a woman which would hardly be a description of Christ.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The incarnation, kenosis and the hypostatic union 
 
In last week’s session - we saw that the Son of God eternally pre-existed with the Father and Holy 
Spirit - but before we do an overview of his life I want to briefly explain 3 theological words that are 
used to describe how he, though being fully God, entered humanity as a man though without sin.   
 
The 1st word is the Incarnation - which is the belief that as the Son of God as second person of 
the Trinity "was made flesh" by being conceived in the womb of the virgin Mary. 
 
A key passage that relates to this is Philippians 2:1-5 - Your attitude should be the same as that 
of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be 
grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human 
likeness. 
 
And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death - even 
death on a cross! Therefore, God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is 
above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. 
 
The ESV and NASB - render verse 7 as emptied himself while the KJV has - made himself of no 
reputation. 
 
The next term is Kenosis - which comes from the verb form (kenoō) that is used in Philippians 2:7 
and four other times in the New Testament in Romans 4:14, 1 Corinthians 1:17, 1 Corinthians 9:15 
and 2 Corinthians 9:3. 
 
It is here that Jesus is said to have “emptied himself” as he took on human form. In doing this he 
voluntarily laid aside the independent use of his divine attributes and relied on His Heavenly Father 
and the power of the Holy Spirit. He showed the ultimate example of humility by coming down to our 
level as a servant and yet he was still 100% God and 100% perfect sinless man at the same time.  
 
Another term is the Hypostatic Union - This is a technical term that describes the union of Christ’s 
humanity and divinity in one Person. Hypostasis literally means to stand under and refers to the way 
that Christ’s humanity stands under his deity or divine nature.  
 
The Greek word, Hupostasis, occurs in 2 Corinthians 9:4; 2 Corinthians 11:17, Hebrews 1:3-4 and 
14. Jesus’ two natures are not mixed together but are united without loss of separate identity. They 
are distinct yet act as a unit in the one Person of Jesus Christ.  
 
O/H - Christological heresies - When it came to how Christ’s humanity and divinity come 
together in one person - there were a number of the heresies that cropped up in the early 
church because of an unbalanced overemphasis or an under emphasis on Christ’s divinity 
and humanity.  
 

Adoptionism - Ebionism - also known as Dynamic Monarchianism - denied his Divine nature 

as God - and saw him as just being a relatively good, though not sinless man, into whom the 
Christ Spirit came at his birth or baptism and left either as he was crucified or death. 
 
Docetism - Denied His real human nature because of their Gnostic belief that the divine 
couldn’t enter into the physical material universe. 
 
Arianism - Denied his divine nature - seeing him as the highest of all God’s created beings. 
 
Nestorianism - Denied the union of natures in one person - so they saw the man Jesus and 
the Christ as separate personalities. 
 
 



Eutychianism - Mixed the natures up by denying the distinction of the Son of God being fully 
God and fully man at the same time. 
 
Apollinarianism - Denied that Jesus had a Human spirit. 
 
The Council of Chalcedon in 451 AD affirmed the following of the two natures in Christ -  
“Christ, Son, Lord, Only-begotten, in two natures, inconfusedly (or unmixed, or without 
confusion), 
 
Unchangeably (or unchanged, or without change),  
 
Indivisibly (or undivided), inseparably (or inseparable),  
 
The distinction of the natures being by no means taken away by the union, but rather the 
property of each nature being preserved, and concurring in one person and one subsistence,  
 
Not parted or divided into two persons but one and the same Son and Only-begotten, God the 
Word, the Lord Jesus Christ . . .” 
 
OK - I now want you to take a bit of time to come up with an outline of Christ’s life by 
highlighting the main events and features of his life and ministry between his birth and 
second coming. 
 

Outline of Christ life and ministry - the main events 
 

The Virgin birth 
 

Isaiah 7:14 - Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give 
birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel. 
 
Luke 1:29-38 - Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might 
be. But the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favour with God. You will be 
with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. 
 
He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of 
his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end." "How 
will this be," Mary asked the angel, "since I am a virgin?" The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will 
be called the Son of God. 
 
Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be 
barren is in her sixth month. For nothing is impossible with God." "I am the Lord's servant," Mary 
answered. "May it be to me as you have said." Then the angel left her. 
 
Why is teaching about the virgin birth important? - would it matter if he had an earthly father? 
The Messiah had to be fully God as well as fully human and yet without sin. While Mary wasn’t 
immaculate or sinless, she miraculously conceived Jesus by the Holy Spirit. Contrary to the 
claims of Roman Catholicism and Orthodox churches, Mary did not remain a virgin as Jesus 
Had brothers and sisters - nor was she taken up to heaven without dying.  
 
Hebrews 2:14-18 says - Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so 
that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death - that is, the devil - and free 
those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.  
 
A good article on this is - https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/kevin-deyoung/is-the-virgin-birth-
essential. 

 
 



Christ’s early life and upbringing 
 
What do we know about Christs early life and childhood? 
He was circumcised on the 8th day and grew up as any Jewish boy would. Apart from the 
incident when he was left behind in Jerusalem, very little is said about his childhood. He 
would have grown up followed Joseph in the trade of carpentry. 
  
Luke 2:39-52 - When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they 
returned to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. And the child grew and became strong; he was 
filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him. 
 
Every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the Feast of the Passover. When he was twelve years 
old, they went up to the Feast, according to the custom. After the Feast was over, while his parents 
were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it. 
 
Thinking he was in their company, they travelled on for a day. Then they began looking for him 
among their relatives and friends. When they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to look for 
him. After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to 
them and asking them questions. 
 
Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his answers. When his parents saw 
him, they were astonished. His mother said to him, "Son, why have you treated us like this? Your 
father and I have been anxiously searching for you." 
 
"Why were you searching for me?" he asked. "Didn't you know I had to be in my Father's house?" 
But they did not understand what he was saying to them. Then he went down to Nazareth with 
them and was obedient to them. But his mother treasured all these things in her heart. And Jesus 
grew in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and men. 
 

His baptism 
 
The ministry of John the Baptist - As John prepared the way for the Messiah he fulfilled the prophecy 
of Isaiah 40:3. As Matthew loosely quotes it - the specific words in the original quote actually state 
that he would be preparing the way for God. 
 
In Matthew 3:13-17 - we’re also told - Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by 
John. But John tried to deter him, saying, "I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?" 
Jesus replied, "Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness." Then John 
consented. 
 
As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, 
and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him. And a voice from heaven 
said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased." 
 
Why did Jesus have to be baptised?   
Jesus didn’t need to be baptized, but he was to identify with us and to fulfil all righteousness 
and this was an occasion where his Heavenly Father endorsed him at his time. 
 

Christs temptation and sinlessness 
 
Mathew 4:11-17 - Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil. 
After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. The tempter came to him and said, "If 
you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread." 
 
Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from 
the mouth of God.' "Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point 
of the temple. "If you are the Son of God," he said, "throw yourself down.  
 



For it is written: " 'He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, 
so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.' " 
 
Jesus answered him, "It is also written: 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.' "Again, the devil 
took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. 
"All this I will give you," he said, "if you will bow down and worship me." 
 
Jesus said to him, "Away from me, Satan! For it is written: 'Worship the Lord your God, and serve him 
only.' "Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him. 
 
Luke 4:13 - When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune time. 
 
Why did Christ have to go through the time of testing / temptation in the wilderness? -  
This time of testing was necessary to confirm His High priestly role as he lived the perfect life 
we could not live and fulfilled the righteous requirements of the law. He is our mediator who 
now permanently represents us before the Father. 
 
Hebrews 4:14-16 - Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, 
Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we do not have a high priest who 
is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, 
just as we are - yet was without sin. Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that 
we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. 
 
Hebrews 5:7-9 - During the days of Jesus' life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with  
loud cries and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his 
reverent submission. Although he was a son, he learned obedience from what he suffered and, once 
made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him 
 
Hebrews 7:23-27 - Now there have been many of those priests, since death prevented them from 
continuing in office; but because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood. Therefore, he is 
able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede 
for them. 
 
Such a high priest meets our need - one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted 
above the heavens. Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices day after day, 
first for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people. He sacrificed for their sins once for all when 
he offered himself. 
 
Why did Jesus have to be sinless and where does the Bible say he was without sin?  
Because he would not have been able to make atonement for us if he wasn’t perfect.  
 
1 John 3:5 - But you know that he appeared so that he might take away our sins. And in him is no sin. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:21 - God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become 
the righteousness of God. 
 
1 Peter 1:18-19 - For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you 
were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, but with the 
precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.  
 
1 Peter 2:22-23 - "He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth." When they hurled 
their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted 
himself to him who judges justly.  
 
Isaiah 53:9 - He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he had 
done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth. 
 



Mark 14:55-61 - The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for evidence against Jesus 
so that they could put him to death, but they did not find any. Many testified falsely against him, but 
their statements did not agree. Then some stood up and gave this false testimony against him: 
"We heard him say, 'I will destroy this man-made temple and in three days will build another, not 
made by man.' "Yet even then their testimony did not agree. 
 
John 19:4 - Once more Pilate came out and said to the Jews, "Look, I am bringing him out to you to 
let you know that I find no basis for a charge against him." 
 

Christs miracles 
 
What sort of signs wonders and miracles did Jesus perform? - and why did he do them? 
This included nature miracles like stilling the storm, real physical healings, people being 
raised from the dead as well as casting out of demons. The main purpose of these signs, 
wonders and miracles was to accredit and confirm who he was, as well as the fact that the 
message he brought was from God. 
 
Acts 2:22-23 - Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God 
to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves 
know. This man was handed over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the 
help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. 
 
Hebrews 2:3-4 - For if the message spoken by angels was binding, and every violation and 
disobedience received its just punishment, how shall we escape if we ignore such a great salvation? 
This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard him. 
God also testified to it by signs, wonders and various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed 
according to his will. 
 

Christ’s teaching 
 
How was Christs teaching different to other teachers? 
His teaching was widely recognised as having authority and he often taught in parables and 
instructed his disciples about the deeper meaning in private. The parables were a way of 
sifting the sincerity of his hearers and even a form of Gods judgement.  
 

The transfiguration 
 
Luke 9:27-36a - I tell you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see 
the kingdom of God." About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John and James with him 
and went up onto a mountain to pray. 
 
As he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became as bright as a flash 
of lightning. Two men, Moses and Elijah, appeared in glorious splendour, talking with Jesus. They 
spoke about his departure, which he was about to bring to fulfilment at Jerusalem. 
 
Peter and his companions were very sleepy, but when they became fully awake, they saw his glory 
and the two men standing with him. As the men were leaving Jesus, Peter said to him, "Master, it is 
good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters -  one for you, one for Moses and one for 
Elijah." (He did not know what he was saying.)  
 
While he was speaking, a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and they were afraid as they entered 
the cloud. A voice came from the cloud, saying, "This is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him." 
When the voice had spoken, they found that Jesus was alone. The disciples kept this to themselves, 
and told no one at that time what they had seen. 
 
Why was the purpose and reason for the transfiguration and why were Moses and Elijah 
enabled to be present? 



It was a foretaste of Christ’s future glory at his second coming. Moses and Elijah were there to 
attest to the law and prophets that Jesus was indeed the Messiah. 
 

Gethsemane, arrest, 3 trials and crucifixion 
 
1 Corinthians 15:1-11 - Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to 
you, which you received and on which you have taken your stand. By this gospel you are saved, if 
you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. 
 
For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance, that Christ died for our sins according to 
the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 
and that he appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve. 
  
After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same time, most 
of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the 
apostles, and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born. 
 
For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, because I 
persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not 
without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them - yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me. 
Whether, then, it is I or they, this is what we preach, and this is what you believed. 
 

Christ’s resurrection 
 
Acts 1:1-3 - In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 
until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the 
apostles he had chosen. After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many 
convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke 
about the kingdom of God. 
 
John 21:25 - Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were written down, I suppose 
that even the whole world would not have room for the books that would be written.  
 

7 theories to disprove the literal bodily resurrection refuted 
 

 The disciples stole the body.  

 The Jewish or Roman authorities took the body.  

 The disciples went to the wrong tomb.  

 Jesus only swooned and after reviving got out of the tomb.  

 The disciples hallucinated or were mistaken.  

 Christ’s resurrection was only a spiritual one.  

 The resurrection was a story later invented by the church. 
 

3 convincing pieces of evidence to show the resurrection was literally true 
  

 The change in the disciples and power 

 The continued existence of the church and spread of the gospel  

 Transformed lives even today some 2000 years later 
 

The Great Commission  
 

Matthew 28:16-20 - Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told 
them to go. When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. Then Jesus came to them 
and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
 
Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely 
I am with you always, to the very end of the age."  



What is involved in fulfilling the great Commission? 
Not just making converts but baptising them as an important 1st step of discipleship and 
helping them to grow to maturity so they will be multiplying disciples.  
 
What happened at Pentecost and what change happened? 
The Holy Spirit came to permanently indwell every believer automatically at conversion and 
the church began against which the gates of hades can not prevail. 
 

Ascension to the right hand of the Father 
 

Acts 1:8-11 - But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." After he said 
this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 
 
They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white 
stood beside them. "Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here looking into the sky? 
This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you 
have seen him go into heaven." 
 
Stephen also say the risen Christ at the right hand of the Father in Acts 7:54-56. 
 

2nd Coming 
 

What are some of the different views about Christ’s return? 
Pre-millenial - literal 1,000-year reign of Christ on the earth after his 2nd Coming. 
Post-millenial - a literal or symbolic reign will occur as the gospel changes the world followed 
by Christ’s return.   
Amillenial - There will not be a literal millennium and its symbolically already happening as 
Christ’s is reigning between his 1st and 2nd coming. 
 
The prophetic events in Revelation - the Olivet discourse and other Scriptures are interpreted 
either in a preterist way where its believed that the majority of prophecy has already been 
fulfilled in history. The idealist view sees many events as just being symbolic while the 
futurist view acknowledges that some aspects of prophetic Scripture has been fulfilled in 
history but most is yet to be fulfilled in the future. 
 
What do all Christians agree upon? 
Christ coming is imminent and he will come back literally to earth at a time when we will least 
expect it and he will judge the world. In the future there will be a new heavens and new earth. 

 
 

Who was Jesus - Who do you say I am  
 

Matthew 16:13-17 - When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 
"Who do people say the Son of Man is?" They replied, "Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; 
and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets." 
 
"But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say I am?" Simon Peter answered, "You are the 
Christ, the Son of the living God." Jesus replied, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was 
not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven. 

 
Legend 
Liar  
Lunatic 
Lord and God 

Songs - Meekness and majesty - Because he lives 
 
 



The Son of Gods perfect humanity, life and work 
 
Incarnation 
 
 
 
 
Kenosis 
 
 
 
 
Hypostatic union 
 
 
 
Ebionism - Adoptionism 
 
 
 
Docetism 
 
 
 
Arianism - Unitarianism 
 
 
 
Nestorianism  
 
 
 
Eutychianism  
 
 
 
Apollinarianism 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



An outline of Christs life, ministry and work 
 

The virgin birth 
 
 
 
Christ early life and upbringing 
 
 
Christ’s baptism 
 
 
Christs temptation and sinlessness 
 
 
 
 
Christ’s miracles 
 
 
 
Christs teaching 
 
 
 
The transfiguration 
 
 
 
Gethsemane, arrest, trials and crucifixion 
 
 
 
Christ’s resurrection 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Christ’s ascension to the right hand of the Father 
 
 
 
The Great Commission - Pentecost and the Church   
 
 
 
Christs Second Coming 
 
 
 
 
 
Matthew 16:15 - Who do you say that I am? 
 


