
Small Group Outline for Week of December 14, 2020 
Not Making a Name for Yourself - Christmas 2020 

 
Welcome & Introduction 
Sharing: 

1. Read the Christmas story together as written in Luke 2:1-20. 
2. Share together: 

o What has captured your imagination with the Christmas story? 
o What is your favorite part of the Christmas story? 
o Choose one person or group of people or characters; how would you have felt if 

you were one of them? 
 
Summary Notes on Message: 
In this series of Christmas 2020, we have taken a different approach and have been considering 
the Apostle John’s perspective of the Christmas story, and what was important to him as he 
tries to introduce Jesus to his readers and audience. 

Read together this past Sunday’s text, as preached by Ron Koleba, former Senior 
Pastor at WEFC (1996-2018), now EFCC Central District Superintendent. Following are some 
of Ron Koleba’s sermon notes to help us. 
 
Read John 1: 15-28 
The account of John the Baptizer goes against a popular of modern psychological practice. We 
are told … “be yourself”. The is close to the worst advice or directive that could ever be 
given. 

We might sum up John 1:15 - 28 in this way: 
Unifying Truth: Do not be yourself. 
 

Why would I want to be myself, … when I am all too often impatient, arrogant and 
selfish? There are many times when even I don’t want myself. Scripture preaches: Do not be 
yourself.  Become who God intends you to be. According to John 1 there is one person who 
is The WORD, and The LIGHT and also The LIFE. 

These three descriptors are loaded words … and are meant to jump off the page, open 
wide our eyes and jolt our minds. We are introduced to a Person who is at one and the same 
time: 

• THE WORD - the best explanation of who, not just what, 
                       it is we must know 

• THE LIGHT - the clearest exposer of reality  

• THE LIFE - the original source that animates our existence  
 

The ink has hardly dried on the first page and we are introduced to the most important 
Person ever. ONE who has unmatched credentials. That is the way He is PRESENTED. This is 
the greatest of PRESENTORS or PRESENTATIONS. What John the Baptist was made for, and 
we along with him, is to be RE-PRESENT-ORS … to present the GREATEST ONE YET 
AGAIN. 
 

We cannot do that if we are going to be ourselves.  And that’s why we are told …Unifying 
Truth:   

Do not be yourself.  Become who God intends you to be … a “re-present-or” of the 
original “presentation”. 

 
 



As we approach Christmas … 
 

We will know that we are on the right track if what we have latched on to is not another 
truth, principle or method, but that which has given us a “Jesus-awareness” … that we have 
come face to face with Emmanuel – God with us. 
“Jesus-awareness” means that when we attempt to explain who we are … that is always 
done in reference to Jesus. 
 
That’s what John did in each of his one-liners.  Listen again to each of the three references that 
John makes about himself … and not one is without having “Jesus” in it. 

• He who comes after me has surpassed me because He was before me. 

• I am a voice of one calling in the desert, “Make straight the way for the Lord.” 

• He is the one who comes after me, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy 
to untie. 

 
Unifying Truth:   

 
Do not be yourself.  Become who God intends you to be … a “re-present-or” of the 
original “presentation” – Jesus Christ. 

 
Discussion Questions: 
Keep in mind the John the Baptizer and the Apostle John who wrote this Book of John are two 
different people. 

1. Why do think that the Apostle John chose not to retell the Christmas story as Matthew 
and Luke did? 

2. Remember that the Apostle John was a very close friend of Jesus. Can you see that in 
your reading of John 1:1-28? 

3. What are 2-3 truths about Jesus that you see as very important in this passage? 
4. What is Pastor Ron trying to teach us about being a “re-present-or” of Jesus? 
5. How are we doing as good “re-present-ors?” 
6. What can we do different or better to present Jesus to our families and friends this 

Christmas. 
 
Of course, let’s pray for each other. Christmas will be very different for many of us. 


