
MISSION VICTORIA 2.0 
Mark 1:17 — Following Jesus, carrying out his mission 

Open:

It's great to be back among you all for a visit ...  

May plan, among a few other items if time permits us, is to give you an update as well as 
preach the gospel to you. 

Here's the update: the mission of Jesus carries on ... yes ... and it will until he returns! Me? Like 
you all here, I'm just trying to keep up with him where I'm at. Good luck! He's at work all over 
the place. It blows my mind. And it doesn't depend on me -- keeping up -- which is also good 
news. 

Before I get into what I'm seeing in Victoria, let me preface it with the Gospel by Mark. 

The Gospel 
Go with me to Mark 1:14-20 -- read. 

Our text begins with a transition. V. 14a, Now after John was arrested ... now that he is moved 
aside, Jesus steps into the public scene. 

No problem, this is normal pattern for gospel transition. John fulfills his part of prepping people 
with his preaching for the coming Messiah, and when that is done, off to prison he goes; later 
on in the account, he is beheaded (6:14-29). Expect such transitions in life as God's 
redemptive plan unfolds and you play your part. You're going to suffer so do so with a smile. 
Sometimes heads role. It's all good. 

[Personal Illustration:] No one was beheaded in our transition from Campbell River to Victoria. 
But we suffered through it. It serves the purpose of further thinning us down and focusing us in 
on what Jesus' plan might be and not our plan for Jesus. It can take a certain level of pain to 
get me to listen. You're probably not much different. It's all good. 

Our text transitions from announcement into the revelation of the gospel -- v. 14b-15 -- which is 
the good news that the time has come for the arrival of the kingdom of God. What a statement!  

What is this gospel? The "gospel" is, v. 15, the arrival (at the right time) of the presence, power, 
love, salvation, life, hope, and grace of God in the person and work of Jesus, the Son of God, 
the Christ (same as in 1:1). The kingdom is the gospel, it is Jesus himself, the presence of our 
God (9:1-3, 4; Matthew 1:23)! In Jesus, by the power of the Holy Spirit (1:8), you get God! 

Aren't you stunned?! The God of the entire cosmos offers himself, free of charge, to you, the 
price being paid for us! Drop you idols, whatever they are, straighten out crookedness in your 
path so you can receive him, this pearl of great price named Jesus! Staggering! 
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Consider: When was the last time in the Bible Story we see God presence-ing himself among 
"us," freely offering himself to "us"? The Garden of Eden (Genesis 1-3). But "we" rebelled against 
that, cast aside the knowledge and presence of God as if it were worth nothing, and "we" 
proceed to put ourselves in his place (Romans 1:18-20, 28-32). This is what the world in which 
we live is doing. Yet, the very things there are seeking apart from God -- meaning, purpose, 
value, love, transformation, hope, etc -- are only found in God, in the gospel. So it's complete 
folly to exchange the glory of God for what we can must on our own! Completely inexcusable! 
It remains the one unifying reason for all the evil and suffering and death that characterizes the 
world on every level, leaving no one untouched. What are "we" thinking?! 

Really, what am I thinking? Am I mostly, day to day, thinking about me? Am I dwelling on me? 
What am I doing in light of an announcement and revelation like this?! I'm bewildered by 
myself! What is wrong with me?! 

What do you dwell on throughout your week? Has this gospel grabbed such a hold on you that 
you keep coming back for more, every hour of every day? Is it enough for you? Or are you 
more about you and the things of life? 

Therefore, as v. 15b commands you, repent and believe in this good news! 

In spite of you and me, and the rest of the world, God still intensely loves us. He has so loved 
us that he re-extended himself to us again, he moved into the neighborhood, he stepped into 
our shoes, he walked were we walk, and he bore our curse and wrath at the cross so that we 
could have him again (John 1-3)?! Why?! Because he is so good, beyond anything we could 
ever comprehend ... forever silencing the lie of the serpent way back in Eden. 

This is not a harsh command, as in "repent or burn," like some still think. It's a completely loving 
and gracious offer from your Father in Heaven, your Daddy who loves you, and from you're 
elder brother, Jesus, who is more than willing to re-divide his inheritance with you because you, 
who could have cared less about God, blew all yours away in your self-centered rebellion and 
evil (Luke 15:11-32). You are loved. I am loved. We are loved. 

Therefore, hear Jesus, turn back, come home — prostitutes, murders, liars, Wiccan’s, potheads 
and psychedelics, self-worshipping pantheists, sexually disoriented, self-righteous judgmental 
religious hypocrites, broken, lost, hurting, lame, diseased, and hopeless, all of you people — 
believe that you are loved, and receive the greatest treasure you could ever imagine, God 
himself. Become his child. Jesus did not come to condemn you but to save you. It's okay to 
come into the light, you're covered by his blood, you're completely forgiven, you can be healed 
and made whole, you can have true family forever (3:20-21, 31-35). 

What a declaration we behold in Mark 1:14-15. This is our gospel. 

What are we doing? Beholding the amazing gospel declaration in Mark 1:14-15, how can we 
not help but to believe, follow, and take up Jesus' mission, 1:16-20 (and 16:15-16), learning 
from him to become fishers of men? 

Jesus is still, by his Spirit, walking the country side of this world. The Father continues to seek 
after those who will worship him in spirit and in truth (John 4). Jesus is still calling people just 
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like you and me, who have repented and believed, to follow him in his mission to the world 
(Mark 1:17 and 16:15). His mission to Campbell River. His mission to Victoria. 

The Update 
Mark 1:17 was our verse going down to Victoria. It remains our verse. 

Our mission continues to be: following Jesus so as to carrying on his mission. In fact, we hang 
our whole lives on these two "red-letter" verses, 15 and 17; we follow Jesus because of who he 
is, and we carry on his message because there are many more who need to likewise believe.  

We, by virtue of being believers, are all called to be missionaries. It's part of the salvation 
package. We have to repent, believe, and follow in a way that help others to do the same. 

It's also worth noting that vv. 16-20 is not only speaking to the individual and collective 
responsibility, it is also how the church herself is planted and built. It's that simple ... in theory. 
Not so easy to do ... in real life. There is much suffering in this deal (1:14a, 8:27-38). That's just 
the way it is, and we don't have time to go into the theology of the biblical storyline to explain 
why. You can work on that together. 

How the first church was planted in 1:16-20 is how the church continues to be planted and 
grown. The basic gospel plan hasn't changed. It's what we do till Jesus returns. 

So, you want to know how it's going for the Martens in Victoria, don't you! In the light of this 
gospel: 

A year ago, last spring, I walked you through a keynote presentation titled, Mission Victoria 
(1.0). Now I'm going re-walk you through Mission Victoria 2.0. Yes. I'm going to tell you what we 
originally anticipated doing, our plan for Jesus to fulfill. Then I'm gonna show you what we think 
Jesus is actually leading us in, what we see happening in the East part of greater Victoria. So, 
consider this an upgrade rather than an update! 

Here is what the original plan looked like a year ago ...  

It became clear and evident in the fall of 2012 that God was leading us out of Campbell River, 
our time was done here, it was time for change, and as we entered into a time of massive 
transition with Jesus, wondering where to go next, we knew it be based squarely on a vision of 
Mark 1:14-20. We were going to follow Jesus out into the harvest and see a new work begin. 
We knew that could happen in about three different ways: our first choice came out of a prayer 
to church plant, but we were willing to go wherever; second, we could renew an existing 
church in its mission; and third, we could replant a church where it hadn't gone well but was 
ready to start again. 

We looked at many opportunities. All of them, in one way or another, to one degree or another, 
would have allowed us to fulfill our vision and calling. Yet, God opened a door for us in 
Victoria with West Village Church, with the prospect of starting a new church. 
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West Village Church, which was planted just about four years ago by Chris and Kellee 
Synesael, has been, and continues to, actively seek out how to reach all of Victoria, not just the 
Westshore. And we, the Martens, became part of that attempt. 

Nearly a year ago we began a three year / three phase plan with West Village to do just that. 

Last June you saw this map (1 - June 2014) ... seemed like a really good plan at the time. 

Here is what the realtime plan presently looks like, using the same map (2 - June 2015), ...  

What did you gather from these two maps? That there were (and will be more) changes to the 
original plan, still, the plan is fundamentally the same. This is an indication to me that we have 
really heard the Spirit on the Mission to Victoria! Yes. 

There you have it, Mission Victoria 2.0! 

There's more, answers to prayer, specifically to overview of year / phase 1, and also, regarding 
important details and needs along the way. Praise the Lord with us! 

Close:

Now, I can put on a happy face for you. But what has Mission Victoria really been like? Yes it's 
really cool! Yes it's beautiful! But it's really fragile. It's volatile. It's the hardest thing we've ever 
done. 

There is no room for pride, it get's squeezed out of me every other day. Some days I feel on top 
of the world, but more often I feel totally lost. There were trials in the transition, there are trials in 
the day to day of mission -- believers that don't listen or follow through, unbelievers who draw 
near then bolt and run, my own shortcomings and weakness hitting me in the face every other 
day, etc. 

But we are pruned down by the Father to fruitful branches in the vine of Jesus. It's not about 
us, per se, it's about Jesus. We, the Martens, need to look for him every day. And that's exactly 
what Mark 1:14-20 is about, continual repentance and faith in the gospel, getting back to who 
Jesus is and what it means to keep following, looking for what he is already doing and listening 
carefully to the Spirit for what he wants to do. 

What does this mean for you? The very same thing. Like us, you have the gospel of Jesus, and 
you also have the mission of Jesus. It's right here in front of you in Mark 1:14-20 and 16:9-20. 
Get with it! 

Please pray for us in Victoria! And we will continue to pray for you as you fulfill the same 
mission as us in Campbell River. I'm glad we are family, seeking to follow the same Jesus in the 
same mission. 

Thank you for sending us, supporting us financially, and for praying for us. We can't do this 
without you. Pray ...  
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Mission Victoria 2.0
Following Jesus, carrying on his mission

Mark 1:1, 14-20
June 14, 2015, Robin Martens

Objective of this Study: Gain a bigger picture of Jesus and a greater desire to follow him in his mission. 

Worship (5 – 10 minutes) 

1. Spend five minutes in silent prayer asking God to prepare your heart for his word. 
2. After five minutes have someone break the silence with a meditative reading of Psalm 117. Pause for a 
minute and let it sink in. 
3. Sing a song or two of praise and thanksgiving to God. 

Welcome (5 – 10 minutes) 

Briefly share a recent story of how the Spirit used you to love and bless another who is not a believer. 
Take a moment to celebrate what the Spirit is doing. 

Word (20 - 30 minutes) 

1. What stood out from the sermon? 
2. Read Mark 1:1, 14-20, 2:13-17, and 16:15-16 and respond shorthand to these questions: Who is 
Jesus? What does it mean to repent and believe in the gospel? What does it mean to follow Jesus? What 
does it mean become a fisher of men? For whom is the gospel intended? 
3. Read Galatians 1:3-5 and Titus 2:11-15. Discuss the wondrous kernel of the gospel that is captured. 
4. Read Jude 1:17-23. Discuss the basics of living on mission (following Jesus, apprenticing as fishers of 
men), and also, the practical ways in which you might apply these principles in your present context. 

Work (30-40 minutes)

1. Sermon Quotes:  

"Beholding the amazing gospel declaration in Mark 1:14-15, how can we not help but to believe, follow, 
and take up Jesus' mission, 1:16-20 (and 16:15-16), learning from him to become fishers of men?" 

"Jesus is still, by his Spirit, walking the country side of this world. The Father continues to seek after 
those who will worship him in spirit and in truth. Jesus is still calling people just like you and me, who 
have repented and believed, to follow him in his mission to the world (Mark 1:17 and 16:15)." 

2. Are you finding fulfillment in the gospel, is your view of Jesus growing, are you learning to better follow 
him, do you feel that you are being equipped to be a missionary to the people among whom you live? 
3. If your answer to the previous question-cluster is "yes," then humbly and briefly share an example that 
will encourage and help others in this study group to see what they might be able to do. 
4. If your answer is "not really," then listen to the Spirit and share what you may not be believing about 
Jesus and his gospel, those issues that hold you back from living a life on mission with him? Pray for one 
another. 

Homework:
The above questions are not meant to invoke false guilt or pressure you to perform. Prayerfully meditate 
upon the complete acceptance every believer has in Jesus. Ponder prayerfully how you can encourage 
one another to faithfulness in mission.
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