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The Pursuit of Peace 
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[2]	

Today’s Advent theme is Peace, and so with that in mind I would like to focus on verse 14 of Luke 2. “Glory to God in highest 
heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased.”	
!
This promise of peace would have been very significant to these Jewish shepherds.  Peace, or the very common greeting of shalom 
for the Jews was something that they knew would only come with the advent of the Messiah.  Peace to the Jew had been very 
elusive.  Their history was not one in which they had experienced very much of it all.  As a matter of fact it was wrought with 
conflict.	


[3] 
And at the time of this announcement from the heavenly host the “Pax Romana” or Roman peace, put in place by the Roman 
Empire, had been in effect for about 30 years.  There was a militarily imposed peace in the land, I suppose sort of like there is in 
North Korea today. 	
!
When I was a kid our family would take road trips from Calgary back to the farm in Saskatchewan.  Seven little kids in the back of 
a station wagon travelling for about eight hours.  You can probably imagine what that was like.  My parents would do all kinds of 
things to keep us occupied so we didn’t drive them nuts.  And they usually did a pretty good job of it.  We’d play I Spy, and Twenty 
Questions.  We’d sing together in four part harmony.  But, there were times when the trip got way too long and we would test my 
mom and dad’s patience by fighting with each other and I can remember my dad saying things like, “You’re gonna have a good time 
whether you like it or not.”  We had a forced fun time.  On the outside we were having fun but it was only so dad wouldn’t throw 
us out the door of the car.	
!
That’s sort of how it was for the Jews living during this Pax Romana.  It’s wasn’t a real peace.  It was forced.  And everyone in the 
Roman Empire, especially the Jews, lived in fear of Emperor Caesar Augustus and King Herod, especially Herod because he was a 
sadistic, paranoid nutball who would do away with anyone he thought might threaten his position.  He actually killed a couple of 
his sons, and at least one of his wives because he felt threatened by them.  And he kept the Jews under his thumb and continually 
reminded them that they were under oppressive Roman domination.	


[4] 
The first century stoic philosopher from that time by the name of Epictetus who wrote, “While the emperor may give peace 
from war on land and sea, he is unable to give peace from passion, grief and envy.  He cannot give peace of heart, for 
which man yearns more than even for outward peace."  !
So, at the time of this announcement from the angels there was a peace of sorts in the land.  There was no major war in that area.  
But there was a longing in the hearts of the Jews for a different kind of peace.  And this is the kind of peace that God offered 
through the gift of His Son.	


[5] 
John 14:27 (NLT)	
!
27 “I am leaving you with a gift—peace of mind and heart. And the peace I give is a gift the world cannot give. So don’t be 
troubled or afraid.	


There is obviously something different about this peace, because Jesus says it’s not the same kind of peace that the world gives.  
He’s not talking about a lack of conflict, or war.  He’s not talking about freedom from pain or suffering.  He’s not saying that He’s 
going to remove a threatening economic downturn in Canada, or that we will be somehow protected from these things.	


[6] 
The Greek word for ‘peace’ here is eirene.  And it means to be free from worry no matter what the circumstances.  How many 
of you long to have that kind of peace?  We can see trouble coming down the pipe and we just know that God is big enough to 
handle it.  Se we leave it in His very capable hands.  Wouldn’t you just love to trust God that much?  	
!
Technologically, we, the human race, have advanced in ways that thirty or forty years ago we never would have thought possible.   
I can still remember going to my great aunt and uncle’s farm in Saskatchewan and the only phone they had was one of those big 
wooden crank phones that hung on the wall.  	


[7] 
They didn’t have running water in the house.  They had a hand pump, and no toilet inside.  There was an outhouse that you had to 
run out to in the freezing cold.  And my grandparents on my mother’s side, at the farm where she grew up, in a different part of 
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Saskatchewan was the same way.  I have memories of running out to the outhouse in the middle of the night in -30 degrees 
through waist high snow.  That was back in the 60’s. Things have changed since then.  	
!
In 1974 my father had a phone in his car.  We thought it was so cool.  It was huge.  It wasn’t the kind of thing that you could put in 
your pocket.  You would need a large backpack to carry it.  And you couldn’t just dial out.  You had to call the operator and she 
would connect you to your call.  We were amazed by that technology.  Since then technology has gone at warp speed and has 
been changing so fast that if you’re over 35 you can’t keep up.  It’s crazy.  And all of these technological advances we call 
conveniences.  They are supposed to make our lives better or easier somehow.  But, I’m not so sure they do.  I think it’s actually 
made our lives more frenetic.	
!
I've wondered at times what it must have been like for a preacher in the days of the horse and buggy, before there were 
telephones, and computers and internet.  How could they do it?  It must have been terrible for them.  	


[8] 
No Facebook.  No Twitter.  No email.  No cell phones or text messaging. No cars.  So much inconvenience.  How could they have 
found the time to work on their sermons without those conveniences?  I think probably their lack of those so-called 
conveniences was the reason they had more time.  Life was simple then.  They had time to think.  	
!
How many of you would say that with the advent of computer and internet based technology you have more time on your hands?  
Do you actually have more have time freed up so that you can spend it with your family and loved ones, or would you say that it 
has actually made life more complex?  Would you say that your lives are more peaceful or less?	
!
We have advanced in many ways, but one thing the human race has not been able to do is advance peace to any great degree.  
Peace is, for many, an elusive pursuit. It's something everyone longs for, but many never find it.	


[9] 
Next week we are going to look at God's gift of joy, and today we are looking at the pursuit of peace, and what we are going to 
see is that the presence of joy in our lives is inextricably linked to our level of peace.  If we lack peace we will be devoid of 
joy.  You can’t have one without the other.  And if you have the one, you will have the other.	
!
But, the good news is that, contrary to popular belief, peace and joy are both possible even in the middle of difficulty.  The kind of 
peace that we are talking about this morning has little to do with how turbulent our lives are.  The kind of peace that Jesus came 
to bring can be ours no matter what is happening around us.	
!
I would be willing to bet that everyone longs for peace.  But, I wonder if we were to go downtown and interview people on the 
street about how they would like to experience peace in their lives I wonder what they would say.  I think we would likely get a 
variety of answers.	
!
Some would think of peace globally.  They would love to see peace in the Middle East, or other places around the world where 
there are wars or threats of war.  Others might think of peace as simply an escape from the busyness of life.  “Just give me some 
time by myself beside a quiet lake in the mountains so I can think.”  How many of you can relate to that?	

Others might have difficult relationships that they are dealing with in which there is constant conflict and they would long for 
there to be peace between them and someone they are supposed to be close to.  I think we’d get some different answers if we 
asked that question.	
!
What kinds of things cause you to loose that sense of peace in your heart?	
!
The reason that we feel a lack of peace much of the time is because we misunderstand where real peace comes from.  Peace is 
something that Jesus came to bring us.  That’s what Luke 2:14 says.  The angels proclaimed it. Jesus preached it and then brought 
us peace with God through His death on the cross.	


[10] 
Romans 5:1-2 (NLT) !
1 Therefore, since we have been made right in God’s sight by faith, we have peace with God because of what Jesus Christ our 
Lord has done for us. 2 Because of our faith, Christ has brought us into this place of undeserved privilege where we now stand, 
and we confidently and joyfully look forward to sharing God’s glory. !
So, peace is what we already have if we have trusted in Christ.  It is something that He accomplished for us.  It’s not something 
that we work for.  It is one of the gifts that came with the advent of Christ.  Peace is ours.  Paul said, we have peace with God.  
How did we acquire that peace?  We have been made right with God by faith in what Jesus did for us by His grace.  It’s about a 
right relationship with God.  Things have been made right between us.	
!
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That’s the definition of peace.  It is about reconciliation.  It’s about relationships being ok.  It’s a lack of dissonance and the 
presence of harmony. Most of us know if we hear someone sing off key. It's hard to listen to isn't it. When we hear something like 
that it grates on our nerves. We know there is something wrong. When there is harmony we have a sort of peaceful easy feeling 
like everything is going to be ok. Jesus came to bring us that kind of peace.	
!
There is one sense in which the peace is already ours.  That kind of peace we do not work for.  It’s a gift of grace from God based 
on Jesus paying the penalty for our sins.  He made our relationship with Him right.	
!
If you owe a debt, there is, in essence a lack of peace with your debtor because the books are not balanced.  You owe something.  
There is this constant nagging feeling like you have to work to pay the debt back.  But, if some rich person surprised you and paid 
that debt for you, just because he felt like it, you would have peace with your debtor.  The books would be balanced.  That nagging 
feeling you had in the pit of your stomach because of the debt that was hanging over your head would be gone.  That’s what Jesus 
did for us by dying on the cross.  He paid a debt that we could never pay so that we could have peace with God.  There is no 
greater truth than that.	


[11] 
There is another sort of peace though that we must struggle to maintain.  It’s more of a functional day to day peace that is 
much more elusive until we learn to trust God with our future.  There are all kinds of things that can take that kind of peace away 
from us.  Fear of the future, lack of financial stability, relationship problems, the perceived need to present a certain image.  What 
do people think of me?  Or, if we don't get what we want.  These kinds of things can take our peace away and we have to struggle 
to get it back.  It takes practice to learn to trust God when things are not the way we think they should be. It takes hard work.	


[12] 
Paul said in Romans 12:18 (NIV)	
!
18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.	
!
And the writer of Hebrews wrote:	


[13] 
Hebrews 12:14 (NLT) !
14 Work at living in peace with everyone, and work at living a holy life...  

[14] 
1 Peter 3:10-12 (NLT) !
“If you want to enjoy life and see many happy days, keep your tongue from speaking evil and your lips from telling lies. 11Turn 
away from evil and do good.  Search for peace, and work to maintain it.	


[15] 
2 Peter 3:14 (NLT) !
14 And so, dear friends, while you are waiting for these things to happen, make every effort to be found living peaceful lives that 
are pure and blameless in his sight. 

[16] 
2 Corinthians 13:11(NLT) !
11 Dear brothers and sisters, I close my letter with these last words: Be joyful. Grow to maturity. Encourage each other. Live in 
harmony and peace. Then the God of love and peace will be with you. 

 [17] 
James 3:18 (NIV) !
18 And those who are peacemakers will plant seeds of peace and reap a harvest of righteousness. 

[18] 
Romans 14:17 (NLT) !
17 For the Kingdom of God is not a matter of what we eat or drink, but of living a life of goodness and peace and joy in the Holy 
Spirit.  

[19] 
These verses imply that maintaining this kind of peace takes effort.  It will not happen if we don’t work at it.  But, as Paul 
said, in Romans 14:17 the Kingdom of God is about a life of goodness, peace and joy so it is something that is worth the effort.  
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It’s worth the hard work of making sure that our relationships are what they should be.  One of the roadblocks to peace is that 
we usually look at others and think that they are the problem.	
!
A few years ago Ann Landers wrote a column in which she tried to depict what the earth would be like after a nuclear war. And 
she asked all of her readers to clip the article and to send it to the White House to put the pressure on the government to 
pursue peace. President Reagan wrote her a letter about two weeks later in which he acknowledged that he had received over 
two hundred clippings. But then he went on to suggest, "I think you sent them to the wrong place. They should have been sent to 
the Kremlin." 	
!
The problem is with those other guys. That's always the problem about peace, isn't it? We always think that the problem is 
someone else.  We usually want the other person to change, when in reality, if we would change our attitudes or behaviour, or the 
way we deal with people peace could be accomplished.  Maintaining peace in our relationships is hard work.  It doesn’t happen 
automatically.  We cannot coast into peaceful relationships.   But, let me tell you, nothing brings greater peace than having our 
relationships working the way that God intended them to.  That is the way God designed things.	


[20] 
Colossians 3:15 (NIV)	
!
15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. !
Peace is what God has called us to – peace with Him, and peace with others.  When we have done everything possible as far as it 
depends on us to have peace in all our relationships joy will follow.  	
!
The peace that God offers us is only possible because Jesus died.  Without His death there is no peace.	


[21] 
Ephesians 2 

14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15 by 
abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of 
the two, thus making peace, 16 and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death 
their hostility. 17 He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near. 18 For through him 
we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.  

If you are here this morning and you lack peace in your heart for whatever reason, the good news is that peace is possible. But in 
order to achieve it it's imperative that we realize that we are the problem.  "I am the problem." We have to get used to admitting 
that. Believe me, nothing brings peace more quickly than when we finally own up to our own stuff.  When we do that his peace 
comes rushing in and calms those turbulent places in our heart.	


!
********* 

Benediction: 

2 Thessalonians 3:16	


16 Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in every way. The Lord be with all of you. 

!
!
!
!
!
!
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!
!

In Search of Peace 
Week of December 8th, 2013  !

!!!!
Objective: To allow the Spirit of Jesus to probe those areas in our lives where we lack peace and to give him permission to do 
the work to bring peace to us in every area. !

Worship (5-10 minutes)  !
1. Spend five minutes in silent prayer asking God to prepare your heart for how he wants to speak to you.	

2. Have someone read Psalm 85 meditatively to the group.	

3. Sing a song or two of praise and thanksgiving to God.  !

Welcome (5-10 minutes)	
!
Can anyone say ‘Roman Peace’ in Latin?	
!

Word (30 - 40 minutes)	
!
1. What stood out for you from the sermon?	

2. Have you ever experienced an ‘enforced peace’? What was that like?	

3. Compare this quote by Epictetus (speaking about Caesar’s enforced military peace) with the words of Jesus in John 14:27.	

	
 	

	
 Epictetus: “While the emperor may give peace from war on land and sea, he is unable to give peace from passion, grief 
and envy. He cannot give peace of heart, for which man yearns more than for outward peace.”	

	
 Jesus: “I am leaving you with a gift — peace of mind and heart. And the peace I give is a gift the world cannot give. So 
don’t be troubled or afraid” (John 14:27).	

	
 	

	
 Note the differences between the two. 	

	
 Keep in mind that Jesus’ words come just before His crucifixion, a turbulent time for both Him and the disciples.	
!
4. Various kinds of peace were discussed in the sermon.	

  What kind of peace is referred to in Romans 5:1-2? How do we get it?	
!
5. The following verses “imply that maintaining peace takes effort. It will not happen if we don’t work at it, but it is worth it.”	

  What do each of these passages say about how to work at peace? Be specific.	
!
	
 Romans 12:17-19	

	
 Hebrews 12:14-15	

	
 1 Peter 3:8-12	

	
 James 3:16-18	


Work (30 - 40 minutes) !
1. In what areas of your life do you feel the need for more peace?	
!
2. The Greek word for peace in John 14:27 is ‘eirene’ which means to be free from worry no matter what the circumstances. The 
kind of peace Jesus came to bring can be ours no matter what is happening around us. How? What kind of practice does this 
require? See Phil. 4:6-7.	
!
3. Regarding the interpersonal peace of question 5 above, what areas can you work on to bring more peace into your 
relationships?	
!
4. Close by reading Colossians 3:15 and Ephesians 2:14-17.

� 	  5


