
 
 

Waiting with Courage  -  Psalm 27:11-14 
 

OPEN 

 
In 1945 Oscar Hammerstein and Richard Rodgers wrote a song that has been 
recorded by everyone from Frank Sinatra to Barbra Streisand.  Originally 
written for the musical Carousel this tune has become the anthem the soccer 
team, Liverpool FC.  “You’ll Never Walk Alone” is a song of inspiration sung in 
the aftermath of 911 and more recently in response to the global pandemic.   
 

When you walk through a storm 

Hold your head up high and don't be afraid of the dark 

At the end of a storm is a golden sky 

And the sweet silver song of a lark 

Walk on through the wind, walk on through the rain 

Though your dreams be tossed and blown. 

Walk on, walk on with hope in your heart, and you'll never walk alone. 

 
You can learn more about the musicology of the song from Andy Einhorn who 
explains that specific notes and chords work together to musically “unlock” 
hope from a deep sense of darkness.  What unlocks the darkness for you?  
What causes you to turn from despair to hope?  What is it in your life that lifts 
you from a place of heaviness and fear to a place of confidence and courage?   
 
 

DIG 

 
Four weeks ago, we began a series of sermons from Psalm 27 – The Wonder 
of Waiting.  We have been examining the idea that waiting is not only 
chronological.  As we see waiting on God as a project of hope and expectation, 
it also becomes transformational.  First, we considered waiting with 
confidence.  Second, we saw that waiting on God includes deep 
contemplation.  Last Sunday we explored the fact that God’s call to wait on 
Him is tied to a calm heart.  Today we come to the concluding verses of this 
song of praise.  And we find a call to be courageous.   
 
What is the most courageous thing you have ever done?  Why was courage 
required?  Courage is required when there is a threat – something that we fear. 

But instead of “working up” courage, we must think differently as we approach 
the final verses of Psalm 27.  We must “wait upon” God – including the steps 
we have already surveyed earlier in the passage. 
 
Read slowly through Psalm 27:11-14 to see the call to courage.  Take some 
time to ponder what threats you have faced in your spiritual journey.  How did 
God bring you courage in those experiences? 
 
 
First, think about the command to be courageous  -  verse 14 
 
We begin at the end…then we’ll circle back to verses 11-13.  Verse 14 
contains the truth that has formed the basis for our Advent reflection – waiting 
upon God.  And specifically, we are commanded to “be strong” and to “take 
heart” (see also Psalm 31:24, “…you who hope in the Lord”). 
 
At first glance this command appears harsh and cold.  But we must hear this 
command in the context of an active expectation of God, whom we “growing in 
knowing”.  Are you discovering God’s faithfulness, power, love, and more?  
This informs how you will obey the command to be courageous. 
 
When Jesus was born, who was called to be courageous?  Mary and Joseph, 
certainly!  The shepherds, definitely!  Throughout the Word of God the people 
of God have been invited into a place of courage.  Think of the characters in 
the Scriptures who had to overcome great challenges with the courage that 
God provided.  Which one(s) do you identify with?  
 
“Courage” translates the Hebrew ḥā·zaq – the same word in the commissioning 
of Joshua (see Joshua 1:6,7,9,18).  This term means “to be or grow firm or 
strong, strengthen.” (Strong’s Concordance, 2388)  It conveys “prevailing” and 
even has the sense of “severity” (i.e. “a severe famine” - TWOT, 636). 
 
In the Greek translation of the Old Testament the term used urges one to be 
courageous, manly, and even heroic. 
 
The poem “If” had a big impact on my life as I graduated from high school.  It 
was written by Rudyard Kipling, who penned such tales as Jungle Book and 
Captains Courageous.  He grew up in India, was a WWI reporter, and Nobel 
prize winner.  Kipling captured the Victorian mindset of manhood…consider 
this excerpt from the poem, 

 
  If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew 

To serve your turn long after they are gone, 

And so hold on when there is nothing in you 

Except the Will which says to them: ‘Hold on!’…. 

….If you can fill the unforgiving minute 

With sixty seconds’ worth of distance run, 

Yours is the Earth and everything that’s in it, 

And – which is more – you’ll be a Man, my son! 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wtFieFwA0UU


Consider the “if you” challenge.  God certainly invites our willing participation 
when He calls us to be courageous.  But is the courage He expects to find in 
us something that we can produce alone?  The evidence of Psalm 27:1-13 
would suggest not!  His command to be courageous is something He 
accomplishes in us and this psalm gives evidence of God’s power and 
capability to do so. 
 
 
Second, think about the commitment to be courageous  -  vv. 11-13 
 
Now we come back to verses 11-13 where we see the commitment of David to 
live courageously.  His testimony in prayer offers us a glimpse into three 
important realms of life in which we need courage. 
 

• Making progress – v. 11 
 
David prayed, “lead me in a straight path because of my oppressors.”  There 
are many who will delight in our defeat.  Satan is skillful in leveraging guilt to 
cause us to be “deer in the headlights”.  This is why we seek from God a “level 
path” (26:12) that we might make spiritual progress, even with the fear of our 
failures. 
 
Do you seek guidance and direction from God alone?  God will graciously give 
guidance – see Psalm 32:8-9.  In the face of opposition, it takes courage to 
move forward.  But in Isaiah 40:31 we read, “those who hope in the Lord will 
renew their strength.  They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not 
grow weary they will walk and not be faint.” 
 

• Being protected – v. 12 
 
Next, David prayed for safety.  “Do not turn me over to the desire of my foes, 
for false witnesses rise up against me, breathing out violence.”  Once again, 
we see a threat for which David asked courage of God.  Another rendering of 
“breathing out violence” is “spouting malicious accusations” – so the protection 
required ranges from the physical to the intangible. 
 
How often do you think David pleaded with God for his safety?  As a 
shepherd?  Fugitive?  Warrior?  Grieving husband and father?  We must not 
give up praying for protection.  Why?  God’s protection a matter of ongoing 
“spiritual maintenance”.  
 

• Finding purpose – v. 13 
 
Last, David sought his purpose in God – and found confidence.  This 
confidence was already expressed in verse 1.  David acknowledged God as his 
“light, salvation, stronghold”.  How would you express the courage which God 
gives?  Are you in need of courage to see your purpose?  Have you been 
second guessing God about His purposes for you because of fear or some 
threat? 

Pioneer missionary to the Americas, David Brainerd, said, “A successful man is 
one who can lay a firm foundation with the bricks others have thrown at him.” 
(Servant, Fall 2020, 9) 
 
We need assurance that our work for God is not in vain but is working toward 
an eternal purpose.  I Corinthians 15:58 assures us that it is! 
 
 

REFELCT 

 
In his book Waiting on God (Nesbet & Co, ©1896), Andrew Murray suggests 
that seeking courage is like seeking the sun.  He describes the person who 
needs the soaking, healing rays of the sun.  His advice when we need 
courage?  “Sit and wait there, with the one thought:  Here I am, in the sunshine 
of His love.  As the sun does its work in the weak one who seeks its rays, God 
will do His work in you.”  48 
 
 

 
 

It is not too late to reflect on God’s gift of Jesus through 
the daily devotional As We Wait. You can sign up here 
for a free email subscription. 

 
 
 

 
 

Let us find ourselves in the midst of an active longing, 

saying “Come and Transform us Lord Jesus” 

https://www.mbseminary.ca/devotions-sign-up/

