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Hi everyone, my name is Mark and I’m one of the pastors at North 
Shore Alliance church; I’m glad you can join us today. Before I get to 
my sermon this morning, I wanted to take a moment to acknowledge 
Dr. Henry’s latest health order, extending current restrictions until 
January 8th.  

I know it’s disappointing, and frustrating…it’s not what any of us 
want. As Christmas approaches we want to be with the people we 
love, doing the things that we love. I miss seeing all of you, Sunday 
by Sunday. I miss hearing you sing, and there’s a few of you—you 
know who you are—who like to whistle along to the music…I miss 
hearing that. I miss seeing your reactions as I preach…I even miss 
watching some of you fall asleep as I’m preaching. 

I’m disappointed and frustrated too. Honestly, I’m frustrated that 
people are allowed to gather in bars, and we’re not supposed to 
gather in church. I’m not a conspiracy theorist, and I don’t think our 
government is trying to muzzle the gospel, but it seems clear that 
they don’t know how to categorize churches. We’re not a business 
that needs to remain “open” in order to drive the economy, but 
perhaps more painfully, the church has not been deemed an “essential 
service” to the wider community. That in itself is telling. 

Earlier this week, Reid Lundstrom texted me a Bible verse; Romans 
12:12 says, “Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, and faithful in 
prayer.”  

It seems to me that this verse is fitting for both this time of 
restriction, and, for this Advent season. We remember the coming of 
Jesus: He was born in obscurity, embracing our weakness, in order to 
experience this broken world. And we look forward to His glorious 

return when everything will be healed and restored. But for now, we 
find ourselves in the messy middle, a time of waiting, and so… 

• we choose to be joyful in hope for the best is yet to come; 
• we choose to be patient in affliction because we know that 

God is at work; 
• and we choose to be faithful in prayer because it’s in 

connection to Jesus that our joy and patience are sustained. 

On behalf of our Board and Staff, we want you to know that you are 
deeply loved, we pray for you regularly, and we look forward to the 
time we can be together again. 
——————————————————————————— 
With just a few Sundays before Christmas, we are going to set aside 
our teaching series through John to focus in on the story of God 
becoming human in the person of Jesus. I want to begin this morning 
by reading Matthew 2:1-18; if you have a Bible with you, please 
follow along with me. 

“After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King 
Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, ‘Where is 
the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it 
rose and have come to worship him.’ 3 When King Herod heard this 
he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he had called 
together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he 
asked them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 ‘In Bethlehem in 
Judea,’ they replied, ‘for this is what the prophet has written: 

6 “But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least 
among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will 
shepherd my people Israel.” 
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7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the 
exact time the star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and 
said, ‘Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, 
report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.’ 

9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star 
they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over 
the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were 
overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his 
mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they 
opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not 
to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route. 

13 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream. ‘Get up,’ he said, ‘take the child and his mother and escape to 
Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the 
child to kill him.’ 14 So he got up, took the child and his mother 
during the night and left for Egypt, 15 where he stayed until the 
death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through 
the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 

16 When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he 
was furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and 
its vicinity who were two years old and under, in accordance with the 
time he had learned from the Magi. 17 Then what was said through 
the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 

18 “A voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and great mourning, 
Rachel weeping for her children and refusing to be comforted, 
because they are no more.” 

By a show of hands, how many of you have already decorated your 
house for Christmas? Of course, I can’t see your hands being raised, 
and I know that Chloe Thicke refuses to raise her hand as a matter of 
principle, but right now I’m imagining your homes—trees decorated, 
candles lit, perhaps a Nativity scene on your mantle. We’re not able 
to gather for Christmas parties, but I’m sure some of you have 
already begun your Christmas baking. And perhaps, given the 
restrictions, we might watch a few more Christmas movies than 
usual. 

Do you have a favourite Christmas movie? 
• It’s A Wonderful Life 
• Miracle on 34th Street 
• A Christmas Carol 

Or perhaps you are drawn to the less traditional Christmas movies 
like Elf, Home Alone, or Diehard. I know what some of you are 
thinking…Diehard is not a Christmas movie…it takes place at 
Christmas, but it’s not a Christmas movie…it lacks all of the 
traditional elements—carols around the piano, a feast with family, 
opening presents, etc. All of this is true, and yet—as Andrew Smith 
would tell us—in an overblown, 1980’s, action movie kind of way, 
Diehard, more than most Christmas movies, portrays the dark side of 
our world…all is not merry and bright. 

At times I wonder whether we have sanitized the story of Jesus’ birth 
so much that it has more in common with sentimental Christmas 
movies than it does with the events as they actually happened: Mary 
with a painless labour and delivery, cattle and sheep gathered around 
the manger with hooves folded in prayer, and the Lord Jesus Himself, 
laying in the manger, no crying He makes. Really? Everything clean, 
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and perfect, and painless, and peaceful? Is this how Jesus came? Is 
this the world that He entered?  

Matthew begins his narrative saying that Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem “during the time of King Herod”. In the light of history, 
we would consider Herod a tyrant, but we will get to that shortly; for 
now, simply note that he is mentioned in connection with Magi who 
came from the East. The Magi’s question sets the stage for Matthew’s 
narrative: Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We 
saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.  

At the time Jesus was born, King Herod was 70 years old and he had 
been ruling in Jerusalem for 30+ years; all of his sons were adults. 
Whoever this baby was, it wasn’t his, and therefore, this baby was a 
threat to him and his dynasty. What made it even worse was hearing 
that this baby had been born king.  

Herod was seen as an illegitimate King on two fronts: (1) He was not 
a descendant of  David’s royal line, in other words, he wasn’t born 
king; and (2) Herod had been made king by the enemy—the Roman 
Emperor, Caesar Augustus. Herod was a “client king,” with Rome 
being his primary client. He did what Caesar wanted or he was out; 
as you can imagine, this didn’t make him popular with the people.  

It’s no wonder that we read in vs. 3, “When King Herod heard this 
[news about the baby] he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with 

him.” Herod was a paranoid, violent, tyrant; as one author writes, “an 
angry and threatened Herod was a danger to all around him.”  More 1

on this in a moment.  

It’s interesting that Herod doesn’t doubt the veracity of the Magi’s 
claim to have seen the birth of a king through their study of the stars. 
Astrology was forbidden by God and, generally speaking, was not 
welcomed in Israel. Most scholars agree that these Magi belonged to 
a priestly caste of astrologers, hailing from Persia or Babylon 
(modern day Iran or Iraq).  

Craig Keener writes, “Without condoning astrology, Matthew…
challenges [our]…prejudices against outsiders to [the] faith…even…
pagans [like the Magi] may respond to Jesus if given the opportunity. 
For one special event in history, the God who rules the heavens chose 
to reveal himself where [the Magi] were looking”—among the stars.   2

Let us never forget that God Himself is the Great Seeker and the 
Great Revealer. He shows Himself to those who are actively seeking 
Him as well as to those who don’t know what they’re looking for. 
Perhaps you have a friend or a family member—someone you love—
who appears far from God; it must seem to you—at times—that not 
even God could reach them.  

Take heart! The Magi’s experience reminds us that God can show up 
where our loved ones are looking. Jesus once described Himself 

 R.T. France, The New International Commentary on the New Testament: The Gospel Of Matthew, 70.1

 Craig S. Keener, The Gospel of Matthew: A Socio-Rhetorical Commentary, 100.2
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saying that He came to seek and to save those who are lost.  3

Knowing this, we always have reason to be joyful in hope and 
faithful in prayer. Don’t give up; Jesus hasn’t. 

The star led the Magi to Jerusalem and they went directly to the 
palace, assuming that it would be there they would find the newborn 
king. Herod, in turn, asked his in-house theological experts about 
where this king (Messiah) would be born and they quoted Micah 5:2
—the Messiah would be born in nearby Bethlehem.  

As the Magi prepared to leave, Herod asked them about the precise 
time the star had appeared; he encouraged them to find the  
newborn king and then report back with his whereabouts, so that  
he too could worship him. Asking about the star’s appearance helped 
him to narrow down the possible age range of the child. This 
information then became the basis for killing all the male children in 
Bethlehem under the age of two.  Matthew’s account is thick with 4

irony—pagan priests come seeking to worship, while Israel's ruler 
had murder on his mind. 

In vs. 13, Matthew tells us that the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream, warning him about Herod’s plot; in response, Joseph and 
Mary escaped with Jesus to Egypt where they lived as refugees for a 
time. What follows in vs. 16-18 depicts the dark side of the 
Christmas Story, what others have described as the Slaughter Of The 
Innocents. 

Did you know that history refers to King Herod as “Herod the 
Great”? He was the biggest name in Palestine, the richest man in the 
world, and the greatest builder of his time. Remnants of his building 
remain to this day; the Temple in Jerusalem and his palaces at 
Herodium, Masada, Jerusalem, and Caesarea, far outstripped 
anything that Caesar ever built. He was a great builder, but he was a 
horrible king and the longer he ruled the more paranoid and 
murderous he became. 

When his brother-in-law became too popular with the people, he had  
a mysterious drowning “accident.” Herod wrongly accused two of his 
sons of treason and promptly had them strangled to death. One author 
writes, “Twice, when he had to be away on dangerous political 
business, he arranged with a confidante, that if for any reason he 
failed to return, his favourite wife, Mariamne…was to be killed— 
[Herod] couldn't stand to think of anyone else having her…He 
returned safely from his trips both times and so the marital murder 
was never carried out. But later, suspecting infidelity, he went ahead 
and killed her anyway.”  He also killed his uncle Joseph, and his 5

mother-in-law Alexandra.  

Eugene Peterson writes, “Herod knew that when he died there would  
be celebrations all over the country. As the time of his death 
approached… he made plans to ensure widespread lamentation. He 
ordered the arrest of Jewish elders from a number of villages across 
Palestine. They were jailed…with instructions to have them killed as 

 Luke 19:10.3

 France, 74.4

 Eugene Peterson, The Way of Jesus, 200-201.5
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soon as he died. That way there would be loud [wailing] all over the 
country at the time his death”.  Fortunately, upon his death, these 6

orders were wisely ignored.  

This is the legacy of the man that history refers to as Herod the 
“Great”. Jesus was born during the time of Tyrant Kings—but sadly, 
much of the world has lived under the leadership of such rulers. The 
Bible reveals the likes of Pharaoh, Nebuchadnezzar, and Caesar, and 
the history books speak of others like them—Stalin, Mao, and Hitler 
to name a few. 

Jesus wasn’t born into a world that was perfect, painless, or peaceful. 
He lived under the shadow of tyrants His entire earthly life, and in 
the end, His life was taken by tyrants. But the Christmas star 
announced glad tidings of a newborn king, a Shepherd King, who 
had come to overthrow tyrants. 

Rulers like Herod, Pontius Pilate, and Caesar were right to see Jesus 
as a threat, for threat He is; His kingdom stands in opposition to 
every other kind of kingdom. Joy to the world, the Lord has come, let 
earth receive her true King.  

By the time Jesus began His earthly ministry, Herod the Great had 
died and in his place rose one of his sons—Herod Antipas. The new 
Herod was much like the old one—a powerful, cruel, tyrant—and in 
Mark 6:14-34, the kingdom of Herod and the kingdom of Christ are 
juxtaposed. This new Herod arrested John the Baptist—and had him 

executed—for speaking against him when he took his brother’s wife. 
This is the way of tyrants: they do what they want and take what they 
want, no matter the cost.  

Jesus is a different kind of king, a Shepherd King. When Jesus heard 
what Herod had done to John, He and the disciples withdrew to be 
alone, to process, to grieve; they went by boat to a solitary place. But 
when they landed they saw a crowd had gathered, waiting for their 
arrival. Mark writes, “When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, He 
had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a 
shepherd.” 

Of course they were like sheep without a shepherd! Herod was 
supposed to be the Shepherd of Israel but he failed in his calling; he 
did not love, protect, feed, guide, or heal. He threatened, bullied, and 
injured his people. 

The one thing that Herod and Jesus had in common was that they 
both set out to establish a comprehensive way of life for people. 
Quoting now from Eugene Peterson, “Jesus had no intention of 
working out a private righteousness with a few people, withdrawing 
from the…[world]… and creating little enclaves…in which people 
could cultivate peace with God through study and prayer and good 
works. He had his eyes on the [whole] world”.  7

Jesus turns kingship right-side-up. In John 15:13, Jesus said, “There 
is no greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” For 

 Peterson, 201.6

 Peterson, 202.7
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God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son. God the 
Son, born of Mary, the Newborn King, a Shepherd King, laying 
down His life—to save us, to rule the world in truth and grace.  

The One who was born king can be the Shepherd of your heart 
today; He has demonstrated His love, He knows how to feed, to 
guide, to heal, and to protect. Will you allow Him to shepherd you 
today? 

Pray 

Benediction  
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