
Order of Service for December 6, 2020 
The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

9:30 am 
Lessons and Carols 

 

Officiating: The Rev’d Dr. Norman Knowles 
Assisting:  The Rev’d Fergus Tyson 

 

Home for the Holidays 
by Jan Richardson 

 
The story of the annunciation to Mary tells us of how, with her 
own body, Mary makes a home for God. Her own flesh be-
comes a habitation for the holy. By her assent, her not merely 
willing but audacious “yes,” Mary sets in motion the actions 
and others that last week’s reading from Isaiah 61 lists. Liber-
ty, release, healing, an end to oppression: these are the won-
ders that Mary goes on to sing about in the Magnificat: the ac-
tions of a God who brings restoration and redemption to a 
world that has become deeply disordered. 
 
Gabriel tells Mary, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you.” Overshadow, inhabit, dwell: this is how the Spirit works, 
seeking to make a home among us. One that is not an exclusive residence or a 
walled shelter, either; Paul writes of “the revelation of the mystery that was kept se-
cret for long ages but is now disclosed” (Romans 16:25). It is a spacious home that, 
like Mary, we are challenged to offer: a dwelling that reveals the presence of God ra-
ther than hiding it away. 
 
So how is God seeking to make a home in you in this season? What audacious yes 
might God be inviting you to offer? In this and every season, may we, like Mary, be a 
home for the God who desires to dwell with us.  
 
http://adventdoor.com/2008/12/19/home-for-the-holidays/ (alt.) 



Welcome and Opening Prayer 
 
Introduction 
The Service of nine Lessons and Carols is one of the 
most beloved traditions of Advent and Christmas 
from England. First conceived by Archbishop Ben-
son for use in the Truro Cathedral in the late 19th 
century, it was simplified and adapted in 1918 by 
Dean Eric Milner-White for use in King’s College 
Chapel, Cambridge. Today’s Service is adapted from 
the King’s College Chapel version.  
 
Children’s Time (Advent Candle Lighting)  
 
Prayer for the Advent Wreath (screens) 
 
Silence 
 

Lessons and Carols 
 

Opening Hymn: Once in Royal David’s City 
(Verse 1 will be sung by the Choir only.)  
 
Bidding Prayer and Blessing (screens) 
 
Carol: What Child is This? (screens) 
 
First Lesson from Genesis 2:4b-9, 3:1-15 
(Human beings are created to be in loving rela-
tionship with God, one another, and all creation, 
but we have turned away from this, with disas-
trous consequences.)  
 
Carol:  Of Eternal Love Begotten (screens) 
                                                                                                           
Second Lesson  from Isaiah 40:1-11 (God com-
forts us and calls on us to prepare for redemp-
tion.)  
 
Carol:  Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming (screens) 
 
Third Lesson from Isaiah 7:10-14 & 9:2, 6-7  
(God promises that a child shall be conceived, 
who will be known as “God with us”)   
 

Carol O Day of Peace (Anthem from the Nation-
al Church’s Lessons and Carols Service)  
 
Fourth Lesson from Micah 5:2-5a (The one who 
is to rule Israel will be born in the village of Beth-
lehem)    
        
Carol: O Little Town of Bethlehem (screens) 
 
Fifth Lesson from Luke 1:26-35, 38 (The angel 
Gabriel announces to the Virgin Mary that she 
will bear the Son of the Most High)   
 
Carol: Gabriel’s Message (Anthem from the Na-
tional Church’s Lessons and Carols Service) 
 
Sixth Lesson from Matthew 1:18-25 (Joseph is 
told that Jesus will be our “Emmanuel”)  
 
Carol: ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime 
(screens) 
 
Seventh Lesson from Luke 2:1-20 (Jesus is born, 
and the Good News is proclaimed by angels to 
lowly shepherds)   
 
Carol: O Leave Your Sheep (Anthem from the 
National Church’s Lessons and Carols Service) 
 
Eighth Lesson from Hebrews 1:1-12 (The awe-
someness of the Son is described)  
 
Carol: In the Bleak Midwinter (screens) 
 
Ninth Lesson from John 1:1-18 (A meditation on 
the Word, who came to dwell among us.)   
  
Closing Hymn: O Come, All Ye Faithful 
(screens) 
 
Collect and Blessing (screens) 
 
Virtual Coffee Time (Zoom link: https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/88948030856?
pwd=Q1lseHlzSDRyS05Qdk80M2h2bldEdz09) 

Service of Lessons and Carols 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88948030856?pwd=Q1lseHlzSDRyS05Qdk80M2h2bldEdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88948030856?pwd=Q1lseHlzSDRyS05Qdk80M2h2bldEdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88948030856?pwd=Q1lseHlzSDRyS05Qdk80M2h2bldEdz09


Prayers for This Week 
(bold italics indicate new or special emphasis this week)   

 

 In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer we pray for mission agencies and their ministry throughout the 
Anglican Communion, including the Mothers’ Union around the world. 
 In the Anglican-Lutheran Prayer Cycle: In the Anglican Church we pray The Rev. Dr. Eileen Scully, 
Director, and the staff of Faith, Worship, and Ministry; Sheilagh McGlynn, Youth Ministries Anima-
tor; the Rev. Canon Dr. Scott Sharman, Animator for Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations and in the 
Lutheran Church we pray for Rev. Paul Gehrs, Assistant to the National Bishop, Justice and 
Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations; Gretchen Peterson, Assistant to the National Bishop, Youth 
and Leadership. 
 In our Diocesan Cycle, we pray for the parishes of St. Mark, Innisfail & St. Mary & St. Timothy, 
Sylvan Lake;  for their clergy Ralph Warnock (Hon.), Ethel English (Hon.), and Inez Hannett (Hon.). 
We also pray for the Bishop, Archdeacons and Regional Deans (BARDS). 
 We lift to you our friends, in our Companion Diocese, the Windward Islands. 
 In our Parish Cycle, we pray for the safety and well-being of all members of our Parish, and 
pledge to stay connected with one another and face the challenges of COVID-19 together; we remem-
ber our clergy, Fergus, Cyril, Norman, Bob, and their families; and we especially uphold all who are 
infirm, immune-compromised, or on the front lines in this battle.  
 We pray for our foster child Desta Keweti. 
 Heavenly Father, giver of life and health, comfort and strengthen those of our parish who are sick, in-
jured or distressed, and those approaching or recovering from surgery, especially we lift up to you the fami-
ly of Joy (Abby's sister); Antony; Judy; Raymond (uncle of Paul); Dinah; the family of John; Debra, Lori 
and family of Josie; Crystal (niece of Rosemarie); Bill & Pat; Steve;  the family of Bob; the family of Car-
men; John; the family of Bonnie; Gerald; Gerald and Louise (Shannon’s father and mother); Megan 
and family, Molly (mother of Sian); the family of Simon; Stephen; Dwight (Dorothy-Ann’s cousin); Jo; 
the family of Brenda (relative of the Collers); the family of Joan (mother of Richard); Tracy; Roxie 
and the family of Andy; Harry (friend of Ian and Kathleen); Julia; the Herritt family in their bereave-
ment; Gina; Gael; Verna and her family; Michael; Barb; Jen; the family of Leslie; Patrick, Jordan; the 
family of Lene; the family of Helen; Eleanor; Jackie K. (sister of Pauline); Dorothy; the family of Mau-
ricia (mother of Ella ); Max & Rebecca; Anne; Dozy & Obie & family; Karla; Kathy; Kevin; Richard 
(friend of Anne); Terry; Jerrod; Melissa and her family (friends of Jenn); Dennis; Mike; Val; Martin; 
Chinazor; Sheila; Melissa and her family; Adrianna; Peggy; Bob and Joanne; Laura (sister of Kim); the 
family of Douglas; Michelle; Ian; Pat; Christine; Rick (brother of Sheila); Gwen; Jacquie; Gwen (aunt of 
Julie), Jackie (cousin of Julie), Ellen; Pauline; Monika (mother of Dennis); Kathy (daughter of Bob & Jo-
anne); Trudy (cousin of Iona); Len; Andrea and Andrew’s family; Margaret; Marlene; and the family of 
James (father of Allison).  
 We pray for containment of the COVID-19 coronavirus worldwide; protection for nurses and all 
those on the front lines or especially vulnerable to its effects, in particular all who are homeless; and 
full restoration of health for all those who are ill. 
 We pray for all struggling economically, and all those affected by fires, floods, storms or other natural 
disasters. We pray for us all to stand together in hard times.  
 We pray for peace and justice in our own country and throughout the world. We remember the peo-
ple of Nigeria, and all whose lives have been torn apart by violence. We pray for safe haven for those 
whom violence has forced to flee their homes. We pray for an end to racism and discrimination, and 
all acts of hate done in the Name of the God of love. We stand in solidarity with all whose lives have 
been devastated by human evil and all seeking to make the world as it ought to be. We pray for pro-
tection and guidance for all in law enforcement or our military in danger at home or overseas. May your Ho-
ly Spirit guide world leaders to seek just resolutions to all conflicts, that all people may come to know your 
peace that passes all understanding and war be no more.  
 We thank you for the improving health of Sheila, and your healing touch, which sustains us every 
day; and for all the many healings that have taken place in our parish; and your unending mercy as you hear 
our prayers.  

The flowers on the Altar were given to the Glory of God by Rick and Robbie Coller in 
loving memory of family members who aren’t with us this Christmas season.  


