
 

 

 

December 20, 2020 ~  10:30 AM ~Pageant Sunday  
4th Sunday of Advent 
Leading us today in Worship 

Minister: Rev. Thérèse Samuel 
Music Director: Dr. Christopher Burton  
Lay Leader: Phyllis Fleming 
Scripture Reader: Caroline Araujo Abbotts 
Advent Candle Reader: Bonnie Hammond 
 

~ Leader: regular font ~ All: bold font ~ Sung words: bold italics  
 

PRELUDE  A Great and Mighty Wonder Old German Tune 

Harmonized by M. Praetorius 

 
 

ADVENT 4 CANDLE LIGHTING 

But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like 

an ever-flowing stream! (Those words ere from Amos 

5:24) 

Before his birth, Jesus swam in the life-giving waters of 

Mary’s womb. He was baptized in the River Jordan and 

called his first disciples as they repaired their fishing nets 

by the lakeshore. When he needed respite, Jesus went 

to the water for rest and healing. Water, for Jesus, and 

for all of us, is life. As we come to the final days of our 

Advent journey, may we be filled with the hope, joy, 

peace and love of Jesus.  
All four candles are lit. 

Let us pray: 

Gracious God, giver of life, as we journey to Bethlehem 

and the manger, we are thankful for the blessing of this 

season. For all the blessings around us, for the wonder 

of creation, and for the gift of Jesus—Emmanuel, God-
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with-Us—our spirits soar with praise and thanksgiving. 

Amen.  

And we sing…  

 

MV 135  Called by Earth and Sky chorus, verse 1, chorus. 

Refrain 

Called by earth and sky, promise of hope held high. 

This is our sacred living trust, treasure of life sanctified, 

called by earth and sky. 

1. 

Precious these waters, endless seas, deep ocean's dream,  

waters of healing, rivers of rain, the wash of love again. 

Refrain 

Called by earth and sky, promise of hope held high. 

This is our sacred living trust, treasure of life sanctified, 

called by earth and sky, called by earth and sky. 
 

WELCOME  
 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

Called by the God who speaks to us  

through earth and sky, come, let us worship: 
 

OPENING PRAYER 

O God, 

We lift our voices in story and song to praise you this day. 

Be with us as we gather in our homes to worship you. 

May we feel your presence wherever we are and 

whatever we do. 

Help us to understand the meaning of the birth of Jesus as 

it is told in a new way, 

and let the joyful story live on in our hearts. 

We pray in the name of Jesus, the baby of Bethlehem. 

Amen. 
 

HYMN   VU 36 Angels from the Realms of Glory 
1. 

Angels, from the realms of glory, 

wing your flight o'er all the earth; 
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ye who sang creation's story, 

now proclaim Messiah's birth: 

Refrain 

come and worship, come and worship, 

worship Christ, the newborn King. 

 

2. 

Shepherds in the field abiding, 

watching o'er your flocks by night, 

God with us is now residing, 

yonder shines the infant Light: 

Refrain 

come and worship, come and worship, 

worship Christ, the newborn King.  

 

3. 

Sages, leave your contemplations; 

brighter visions beam afar; 

seek the great desire of nations; 

ye have seen his natal star: 

Refrain 

come and worship, come and worship, 

worship Christ, the newborn King.  

 

4. 

Saints before the altar bending, 

watching long in hope and fear, 

suddenly the Lord, descending, 

in his temple shall appear: 

Refrain 

come and worship, come and worship, 

worship Christ, the newborn King. 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

As we prepare to listen for what the Bible is saying to us, 

let us pray: 

Advent is a time of waiting. 
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We acknowledge that sometimes  

we find it hard to wait, O God. 

Advent is a time of preparation. 

Open our hearts and minds, O God, so that we may 

prepare for the Christ Child to be born in us. 

Help us to receive your word to us, O God, 

your word of love for today,  

    in words written long ago. Amen. 

And let us enter into the Christmas Story through our 

Pageant: 
 

PAGEANT “How the Governess Saved Christmas” 

       SCRIPTURE Luke 2:1-20             
  

HYMN  VU 73 The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy 
 

1. 

The virgin Mary had a baby boy, 

the virgin Mary had a baby boy, 

the virgin Mary had a baby boy, 

and they say that his name is Jesus. 

Refrain 

He come from the glory,(clap, clap) 

he come from the glorious kingdom. 

He come from the glory,(clap, clap) 

he come from the glorious kingdom. 

Oh, yes! believer! Oh, yes! believer! 

He come from the glory,(clap, clap) 

he come from the glorious kingdom. 

 

2. 

The angels sang  when the baby was born, 

the angels sang when the baby was born, 

the angels sang when the baby was born, 

and they say that his name is Jesus. 

Refrain 

He come from the glory,(clap, clap) 

he come from the glorious kingdom. 
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He come from the glory,(clap, clap) 

he come from the glorious kingdom. 

Oh, yes! believer! Oh, yes! believer! 

He come from the glory,(clap, clap) 

he come from the glorious kingdom. 

 

3. 

The shepherds came where the baby was born, 

the shepherds came where the baby was born, 

the shepherds came where the baby was born, 

and they say that his name is Jesus. 

Refrain 

He come from the glory,(clap, clap) 

he come from the glorious kingdom. 

He come from the glory,(clap, clap) 

he come from the glorious kingdom. 

Oh, yes! believer! Oh, yes! believer! 

He come from the glory,(clap, clap) 

he come from the glorious kingdom. 

We Join God in the World 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

With Asha, Mark and Claire we consider what we thank 

God for, and what we ask God for this Christmas. 

 

And we close our prayer singing,  

SUNG PRAYER: Away in a Manger, verse 3, Tune VU 6 

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask you to stay close by me 

forever, and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in your tender care, 

and fit us for heaven to live with you there.  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Spoken, traditional words, VU 921) 

As a child turns to a loving caregiver who watches over 

them, we turn in prayer to you, O God, who are our 

heavenly parent, our mother, 

Our Father, who art in Heaven… 
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PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

The Peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 
You can share the peace by typing in the chat box. 

MUSIC  Pastorale from Messiah G.F. Handel 
 

 

OFFERING  We  honour all the ways we give as we dedicate our offering. 

As we dedicate our offering let us pray: 
 

With Asha and Claire we consider what we do give, and 

what we would give if we could. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

MONTH BIRTHDAYS  

Type in chat names of those celebrating birthdays,  
and join us in the Coffee Time to acknowledge birthdays 
 

We Go Out to Share God’s Love! 
HYMN   VU 59 Joy to the World 
1. 

Joy to the World! the Lord is come: 

let earth receive her King! 

Let every heart prepare him room, 

and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing, 

and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 

 

2. 

Joy to the earth! the Saviour reigns: 

let all their songs employ, 

while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 

repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

3. 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, 

nor thorns infest the ground: 
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he comes to make his blessings flow 

far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, 

far as, far as the curse is found. 

 

4. 

He rules the earth with truth and grace, 

and makes the nations prove 

the glories of his righteousness 

and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love, 

and wonders, wonders of his love. 

 
 

SENDING 

Go from this time of worship  

with the Angel songs in your ears, 

and the Christ’s song in your hearts. 

Go from this time knowing that every song you 

need is within you and around you. 

Go into the world to bring the song  

that the world longs to sing. 

Go, and may the everlasting song go with you,  

now and always.  
 

SUNG GLORIA From Angels We Have Heard on High  
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
 

POSTLUDE  Ding Dong Merrily on High! arr. C. Burton 

   
 

COFFEE HOUR Join us via  Zoom for community time and Birthday Sunday.  
The Zoom Link was sent in the eblast. 
 



December 20, 2020 “How the Governess Saved Christmas” 8 
LITURGY SOURCES: The following are used with permission: 

- Advent Candle Lighting “The Elements”, written by Susan Ivany; from Gathering, 

Advent/Christmas/Epiphany 2020-2021 p67-68 

- Opening Prayer, written by Phyllis Fleming, 2020   

- Prayer for Illumination: Written by Phyllis Fleming From Gathering, 

Advent/Christmas/Epiphany 2019-2020, p 34   

- Pageant story by Asha, Claire and Thérèse. Script by Thérèse, Blessing written by 

Thérèse Samuel, 2020   

- Scripture Paraphrase by Thérèse Samuel, 2020, based on the King James Version. 

 

 
HYMNS and SUNG VERSES 

- “Called by Earth and Sky.” Words and music: Pat Mayberry, 2005. 

Arr. Margaret Stubington, 2005 

Words and music copyright 2005 Pat Mayberry Used by permission. 

Arrangement copyright 2005 by Margaret Stubington..  

- “Angels from the Realms of Glory.” Words: James Montgomery 

Music: Henry Thomas Smart 1867, alt.,  

Public Domain, desc. Ruth Girard 1994  

Descant copyright 1996 Ruth Girard 

- “The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy.” Words: West Indian carol, from Edric Conner 

Collection of West Indian Spirituals 1945 

Music: West Indian carol, from Edric Conner Collection of West Indian Spirituals 1945; 

arr. John Barnard 1982 

Words and music copyright 1945 Boosey & Co., Ltd., copyright renewed. Used by 

permission, One License #608577 

- “Away in a Manger.”  

Words: Author Unknown. Music: James R. Murray, 1887. 

 Public Domain..  

- “Joy to the World.”   

Words: Isaac Watts 1719, alt. 

Music: attrib. George Frideric Handel 1742; arr. Lowell Mason 1836 

Public Domain.  

   

Prelude: A Great and Mighty Wonder Old German Tune Harmonized by M. Praetorius 

Passing of the Peace: Pastorale from Messiah G.F. Handel 

Postlude: Ding Dong Merrily on High! arr. C. Burton 


