
 Welcome to Metropolitan United Church 
the downtown church for a diverse city 

 

 
     ‘Comfort ye my people’ by Vera Taylor 

Fourth Sunday in Advent 
December 20, 2020 

 
We are an Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Canada, offering welcome and companionship 

to all, regardless of orientation or designation. 
 

For thousands of years, this land has been the traditional home of the Huron-Wendat, the Seneca, and 
most recently, the Mississaugas of the Credit River. It is still home to Indigenous people from across 

Turtle Island. We are grateful to work, live and worship on this land. 
 



 
ORDER OF SERVICE  

CARILLON PRELUDE (OUTSIDE-10:30 A.M.) 
 

PRELUDE Carillon Prelude:  Go Tell It on the Mountain   
In Dulci Jubilo                          J. S. Bach 
My Soul Magnifies the Lord  J. S. Bach 
Lo, How a Rose  Johannes Brahms   
Of the Father’s Love Begotten  Wilbur Held 

WELCOME 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 
One: Advent is a season of waiting: waiting for the love of God to break into our lives anew through the  

story of the birth of Jesus. Advent is a season of lighting candles; lighting candles for hope,  
peace, joy, and love.  Today we light the fourth candle, the candle of love. 

All: We wait because to wait is to expect something more.  To wait is to expect that the story  
might enter our hearts and our world in new ways, to bring the change for which we long. 

One: As we light the candle of love we remember the stories of your faithfulness and steadfast love  
which surrounds us and will not be contained.  

All: We trust that you are with us always. As love that bursts forth from all your people, love is  
born again and again in all creation. 

 
SUNG RESPONSE HYMN #7 

Love is a flame that burns in our heart, Jesus has come and will never depart.  
When God is a child there's joy in our song. 
The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong, and none shall be afraid. 

  
OPENING HYMN #61  Of the Father’s Love Begotten vs. 1,2,4,6              Divinum Mysterium

 
1 Of the Father's love begotten ere the worlds began to be, 

Christ is Alpha and Omega,Christ the source, the ending he, 
of the things that are and have been,and that future years shall see ,evermore and evermore. 

 
2 At his word the worlds were framed. He commanded, it was done: 

heaven and earth and depths of ocean in their threefold order one; 
all that grows beneath the shining of the moon and burning sun, evermore and evermore. 

 
4 This is he whom seers in old time chanted of with one accord, 

whom the voices of the prophets promised in their faithful word; 
 now he shines, the long-expected; let creation praise its Lord, evermore and evermore. 
 
6 Christ, to thee, with God most blessed, and, O Holy Ghost, to thee, 

hymn and chant and high thanksgiving and unwearied praises be, 
honour, glory, and dominion and eternal victory, evermore and evermore. Amen. 

 
 
 
 



INVITATION TO WORSHIP AND PRAYER OF APPROACH  
 
One:  Come, early morning Mist: 
slowly moving over our lives to swaddle us in your peace, 
as we seek to walk through these moments. 
All: Come, gently falling Grace: 
calming us in this season 
so that we can hear the angels sing, 
and see the shepherds pointing the way. 
One: O come, Walker with the winds: 
bring cooling peace to our over-heated fears of the future; 
knock us off our feet so we can make angels in the snow.  
All: Come, Flinger of galaxies, 
so that looking up and out in the silence of holiness, 
our path to Bethlehem,as well as your heart, 
might be illuminated for us 
One: Come, Imagination beyond compare, 
as you gather us up with all of creation  
to dance with joy around the wonder of your love.  
All: O come to us, and live with us, 
this day and forever, Immanuel. 
O come! 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
SILENCE FOR PRIVATE PRAYER 
 
ADVENT KYRIE ELEISON      P. Wright 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
  
READING  Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 

"I have made a covenant with my chosen one” 
 
ANTHEM  December’s Rose                                                               Mira and Michael Coghlan 
There is a flower growing, sprung from December’s snow. The prophet’s dream now blossoms, while 
frosty winds do blow. There is a mother loving, a maiden pure as snow. Cradles a wee small baby, while 
frosty winds do blow. That truth wins over reason, this single bud will show. Rose growing out of season, 
love in midwinter’s snow. There is a baby dreaming, joy sprung of maiden’s love. Lost in a world of 
slumber, while angels watch above. That light wins over darkness, a mother’s love does know. Rose 
growing out of season, love in midwinter’s snow. 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME   
 



HYMN #8   Lo, How a Rose Es ist ein Ros 
1 Lo, how a rose e'er blooming from tender stem hath sprung, 

of Jesse's lineage coming, as seers of old have sung. 
It came a blossom bright, 
amid the cold of winter, when half spent was the night. 

 
2 Isaiah 'twas foretold it, the Rose I have in mind, 

with Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind. 
To show God's love aright 
she bore for us a Saviour when half spent was the night. 

 
GOSPEL READING             Luke 1:26-45 

The angel Gabriel visits Mary. 
 

ONE:  This is a witness of the good news of Jesus Christ. 
ALL:   Thanks be to God. 
 
SCRIPTURE SONG  May It Be Bri-anne Swan 

Musical interpretation of Mary’s Song of Praise 
 
SERMON THE PORCELAIN FIGURINE       THE REV. JASON MEYERS 
 
ANTHEM          Magnificat from Short Service Orlando Gibbons 
My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit rejoiceth in God my Saviour. For he hath regarded the 
lowliness of his handmaiden. For behold from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. For he 
that is mighty hath magnified me; and holy is his name. And his mercy is on them that fear him 
throughout all generations. He hath shewed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the 
imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the mighty from their seat and hath exalted the humble and 
meek. He hath filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he hath sent empty away. He remembering 
his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed 
forever. Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, and is 
now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 
PEACE GREETING  

One: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
All: And also with you. 
One: Let us greet one another with the peace of Christ. 

 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  

We are not alone, we live in God’s world. 
We believe in God:  
who has created and is creating, who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, 
to reconcile and make new, who works in us and others by the Spirit. 
We trust in God.  
We are called to be the Church: 
to celebrate God’s presence, to live with respect in Creation, 
to love and serve others, to seek justice and resist evil, 
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope.  
 In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. 



We are not alone. Thanks be to God.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
OFFERING  
 
DEDICATION OF OFFERING 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING  

One: Lift up your hearts. 
 All: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 One: Let us give thanks to the Lord God. 
 All: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 One: Let us pray. (all seated)  

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
LORD’S PRAYER (all)  (Voices United, p. 921) 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven. 
     Give us this day our daily bread, 
 And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
      For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN #35  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice                                              In Dulci Jubilo 

1 Good Christian friends, rejoice 
with heart and soul and voice! 
Give ye heed to what we say: News! News! 
Jesus Christ is born today. 
Ox and ass before him bow, 
and he is in the manger now. 
Christ is born today! Christ is born today! 

 
2 Good Christian friends, rejoice 

with heart and soul and voice! 
Now ye hear of endless bliss: Joy! Joy! 
Jesus Christ was born for this! 
He hath opened heaven's door, 
and we are blest forevermore. 
Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this! 

 
3 Good Christian friends, rejoice 

with heart and soul and voice! 
Now ye need not fear the grave: Peace! Peace! 
Jesus Christ was born to save! 
Calls you one and calls you all 
to gain his everlasting hall. 



Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save! 
 
COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION  
 
POSTLUDE  In Dulci Jubilo                                                                             J. S. Bach 

   
LEADING IN WORSHIP are The Rev. Karen Bowles and The Rev. Jason Meyers. Reading the lessons are 
Shawn Winsor and Sara Cohen. The ministry of music is offered by Minister of Music Dr. Patricia 
Wright, tenor Benjamin Stein, Bri-anne Swan, lead singers from the Metropolitan Choir, and 
Carillonneur Roy Lee. 
 
TODAY: Sunday December 20 - Fourth Sunday of Advent  
7:00 p.m.       Candlelight Lessons and Carols  
 

   PROGRAMS AND EVENTS THIS WEEK 
Zoom links can be found in MET Connect and at metunited.ca 

Monday, December 21 

8:00 p.m. Centring Prayer (Zoom) 

Wednesday, December 23  
  9:00 a.m. Fran’s Prayer Circle (Zoom) 
12:00 p.m.   Community Meal Program  Narthex 
12:00 p.m. Zoom Bible Study 

Thursday, December 24 
Christmas Eve 

    5:00 p.m. Family Service  Online 
  11:00 p.m. Candlelight Christmas Eve with Communion Online 

Friday, December 25 
Christmas Day 

11:00 a.m. Christmas Day Service Online 

Saturday, December 26 
          Boxing Day  
 
 
Church closure notice: December 24, 2020 to January 3, 2021, reopening on January 4, 
2021, subject to changes around Covid-19. 
 
 
 



NEXT SUNDAY: December 27 - First Sunday after Christmas 
11:00 a.m. Online Worship 
 
 

Sign up for the MET Connect weekly newsletter at metunited.ca 
Follow Met on Facebook, Instagram (@metropolitanunitedto) & YouTube 

 
  

                       GIFTS OF SECURITIES — FROM YOU TO METROPOLITAN 
A number from our congregation support Metropolitan United Church through gifts of securities. Such 
gifts are easy to arrange and a way of supporting Metropolitan other than from your annual income. You 
will receive a charitable donation receipt for the full value of the shares AND pay no capital gains tax on 
any securities given. For information, please call Doug Flanders at (416) 769-2746 or email 
dougflanders@sympatico.ca. A legacy.  It’s ours to leave. 

 
PASTORAL CARE 

Our ministers are connecting with members and determining the needs of our community during this 
challenging time. If you would like a pastoral phone call, you can contact Rev. Jason Meyers at 
jasonm@metunited.ca (416-363-0331 ext. 224). 
  

 
         CONTINUED GIVING 

A new, easy way to donate! Focus your smartphone’s camera on the QR code to 
the left and you’ll be directed to our giving page.  

You can continue to mail in envelopes and/or cheques to the church, or arrange 
a pre-authorized remittance for regular giving (PAR) from your bank account, or 
credit card - fill out a form at metunited.ca/donate. If you have any questions, 
please contact Elena Pejcinovska, Financial Manager at elenap@metunited.ca 
or 416-363-0331 ext. 229.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
DIRECTORY 
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Intentional Interim Lead Minister: The Rev. Karen Bowles, ext. 227 (karenb@metunited.ca) 
Minister of Congregational Care: The Rev. Jason Meyers, ext. 224 (jasonm@metunited.ca) 
Minister of Music: Dr. Patricia Wright, ext. 226 (patw@metunited.ca) 
Minister Emeritus: The Rev. Dr. G. Malcolm Sinclair (malcolms@metunited.ca) 
Context in Ministry Student: Timothy Wisnicki 
Chair of the Official Board: Kenneth Younie (boardchair@metunited.ca) 
Children & Youth Ministries Animator: Alana Martin (alana@thegoproject.ca) 
Teachers: Karlos Griffith (karlosgriffith@rogers.com) 
Library: Marion Lick (library@metunited.ca) and Maureen Maguire (vigrass78@gmail.com) 
 
Community Outreach Ministry 
Outreach and Housing Worker: Megan Carver, ext. 221 (housingworker@metunited.ca) 
Community Service Worker: Stephanie Cunti, ext. 241 (csw@metunited.ca) 
 
Ministry of Music 
Minister of Music: Dr. Patricia Wright, ext. 226 (patw@metunited.ca) 
Wayne C. Vance Organ Scholar: Timothy Wisnicki 
Junior Organ Scholar: Matthew Fraser 
Metropolitan Choir Lead Singers: Gisele Kulak, Chelsea Van Pelt, Valeria Kondrashov,  
Chris Taeyoung Kim, Charles Davidson, Benjamin Stein, Nicholas Higgs, John Schneider 
Director, Great Heart Youth Ensemble: Benjamin Stein 
Conductor, Metropolitan Sparklers: Dr. Jennifer Martyn 
Carillonneur: Roy Lee 
Director, Metropolitan Silver Band: Fran Harvey 
 
Administrative Ministry 
Director of Administration: Jane Tuomi, ext. 222 (janelt@metunited.ca) 
Office Administrator: Sheela Taylor, ext. 210 (sheelat@metunited.ca) 
Financial Manager: Elena Pejcinovska, ext. 229 (elenap@metunited.ca) 
Technical Administrator: Vinoth Thanganadan, ext. 223 (vinotht@metunited.ca) 
Communications Specialist: Charles Davidson, ext. 228  (communications@metunited.ca) 
Property Manager: Frank Cormier, ext. 231(property@metunited.ca) 
Custodians: Nadan Kandiah, ext. 304; Puvi Kanagalingam, ext. 305 

 
56 Queen Street East, Toronto, ON M5C 2Z3 
Tel. 416.363.0331 Fax. 416.363.7586 
Email: metunited@metunited.ca 
NOTICE OF FILMING Please note that services are considered to be public events, and you are choosing 
to enter a space where your image may be captured as part of event proceedings that may be made public 
as part of our livestream, website or social media. We make every effort to ensure your personal information 
is kept and used in compliance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (FIPPA). If 

you have any questions please contact janelt@metunited.ca. 
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