
Born To Be Worshipped 

Matthew 2:7-15 

 In recent years, we in the Christian community have witnessed a shift in power and 

influence.  This time of year traditionally recognized as our opportunity to share with the world 

our reason for faith.  Now we rely on Hollywood and major media outlets to tell our story.  

 Our first response is to blame the World system and its ungodly view of the Christmas 

season for giving the masses the wrong impression of this blessed time of year.  The truth is we 

are not the first people given the task of spreading the word and shinning the light to come up 

short. 

If we have learned anything in the last few week’s sermons it is that God will use 

whomever to accomplish his purposes.  From the checkered past of Jesus’ gene pool to the 

unorthodox introduction of Jesus’ birth to an unwed virgin and a righteous groom to be.   

God shares timeless stories and their instructions inform our Spiritual worldview in a 

contemporary context.  If you do not worship him, if you do not share him, someone will. 

In today’s lesson, Matthew provides unique details on the story of Jesus’ birth.  The events 

surrounding Jesus’ birth also offer complementary perspectives on the implications of Christ’s 

coming.  Matthew’s story of the Magi shows how Christ’s life and death would reach far beyond 

the borders of Israel to bring salvation to people of many races and nationalities (Matthew 

28:18-28). 

I. Going West (Matthew 2:1-2) 

A. The Journey (v.1) 

1. Bethlehem—sight of many important events Jewish audiences remember 

(v.1a) 

a. Place where Jacob’s wife Rachel died during childbirth 

b. Ruth meets and marries Boaz 

c. Belief that the Messiah would come from Bethlehem. 

2. Herod—was installed as king of Judea by Rome, was never accepted by the 

people because of his questionable ethnic background (v.1b) 

3. Magi—considered experts in discerning the will of the gods and divining the 

future. Believed to be from Babylon or Persia. (v.1c) 

B. The Star (v.2) 

1. This is the first time Matthew’s Gospel refers to Jesus as king of the Jews 

(v.2a) 

2. The Magi witnessed an unusual astronomical phenomenon (v.2b) 

a. The Law of Moses forbids the occult practices (Deut.18:10) 

b. But chose to communicate with Saul in such ways (1Sam.28) 



3. The Magi seemed to have been sent by their King to worship and pay their 

respects (v.2c) 

 

II. Seeking the King (Matthew 2:7-12) 

A. Led by Men (vv. 7-8) 

1. Herod’s own religious experts advised him from Micah 5:2-4 that the 

Messiah would be born (v.7) 

2. Herod sent the Magi to Bethlehem in hopes that they would locate the 

potential rival to the throng (v.8) 

B. Led by God (vv.9-10) 

1. The star going ahead of the Magi has to do with God himself leading them to 

the place to worship the person (v.9) 

2. They were overjoyed because their confusion was finally answered; they 

were led to the precise location. (v.10) 

C. The Joy of Discovery (v.11) 

1. Several theories exist concerning the time of the Magi’s arrival in Bethlehem.  

They began their journey but arrived after the birth of Jesus (v.11a) 

2. The gifts were offered consistent with their mission to honor a newborn king 

(v.11b) 

D. The Return Home (v.12) 

1. God communicated with the Magi in a way familiar to them, dreams (v.12a) 

2. Their faithfulness to God was rewarded with safe passage home (v.12b) 

 

III. Fleeing to a Strange Land (Matthew 2:13-15) 

A. The Warning (v.13)  

1. The angel warned Joseph of the impending danger of Herod being informed 

about Jesus’ birth (v.13) 

2. Herod is often seen as attempting to fight against God himself. (v.13b) 

B. The Flight to Egypt (vv.14-15) 

1. Prophecies are often explicitly cited in Matthew’s Gospel. 

a. Hosea 11:1 explains why Jesus had to be taken to Egypt 

b. Jeremiah 31:15 explains the massacre of the infants 

Conclusion 

Matthew’s account foreshadows a deep tragedy of Christ’s ministry: those who should 

have been most prepared to accept him did not (John 1:11).  Instead, pagan astrologers 

welcomed him with worship and expensive gifts! 



This story is filled with the unexpected.  No one expected pagan Magi to appear at Herod’s 

palace with congratulations on the birth of a royal child, especially since no such child had been 

born in Jerusalem!  The Magi certainly did not expect to find the king of the Jews in a peasant’s 

house outside the capital.  Jews did not expect the Christ to be born into danger so that his 

parents would need to flee to Egypt to protect him.  Most significantly, one would assume that 

the chief priests and appointed king of Judea would welcome the newborn Messiah. 

 

 


