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An invit ing fa ith  community building up  the  Body of  Christ  

DECEMBER 25, 2020 - NATIVITY OF THE LORD 

PASTOR’S MESSAGE  

The Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, 
the glory as of a Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth (John 1:14). 

 

On this most holy day we celebrate the very heart of our faith, the very reason why we call ourselves Christ-ians. You see, 
Christmas isn’t about giving gifts or even about family. It’s the celebration of the mystery of the Incarnation: that the Word of 
God, who was with the Father before time began, humbled himself to share in our humanity so that he might make us shar-
ers in his divinity. Yes, the Son of God became man so that we might become sons and daughters of God! 

The second Person of the Trinity came down from heaven and, without letting go of his divinity, also became a human 
Person, a little child born of the Virgin Mary. He didn’t become ‘like’ a human; he didn’t take on humanity as a costume and 
pretend to be one of us; it’s not an illusion. No, Jesus became a true man, born of a woman, sharing the same blood and DNA 
as his Mother, Mary. 

In himself Jesus united humanity and divinity –– for all eternity! He did this to be with us, to free us from sin, and to share 
with us the gift of eternal life. That’s why we celebrate this amazing mystery, because God loves us too much to leave us in 
our sins! He comes to be Emmanuel, God-with-us. 

 
(continued on back page) 

EVENTS THIS WEEK 
 

CHRISTMAS – THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
Thur, Dec 24 5:00pm Vigil Mass   
  9:00pm Mass During the Night (Live-streamed) 
Fri, Dec 25 11:00am Mass During the Day (Live-streamed) 
 

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH 
Sat, Dec 26 5:00pm Confessions 
  5:30pm Mass - Rodolfo & Virginia Fernandez 
Sun, Dec 27 9:00am Confessions 
  9:30am Mass - Pro Populo 
  
Tues, Dec 29 12:00pm AA Ministry 
 

 OFFICE OPEN DEC 29, 30 (NO MASSES) CLOSED Dec 31, Jan 1 

SOLEMNITY OF THE MOTHER OF GOD 
  

Thur, Dec 31 5:30pm Mass   
Fri, Jan 1 9:30am Mass (Live-streamed) 
  

EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

Sat, Jan 2 5:00pm Confessions 
  5:30pm Mass - +Peter Muraca 
Sun, Jan 3 9:00am Confessions 
  9:30am Mass - Pro Populo 

  

CONFESSIONS:  Saturdays 5-5:20pm    Sundays 9-9:20am 
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OUR LADY OF SEVEN SORROWS (Maskwacis) 
Sunday Mass: 11:30am · Pre-register: 780.585.3920 

 
ST. THERESA’S (Ma-Me-O Beach) 

Sunday Mass: 10:00am · Pre-register: 780.335.4040 

 

PARISH NEWS & EVENTS 

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR LITURGICAL MINISTRY SCHEDULE –  Avail-
able under Ministries & Groups on our Website. Scroll down 
to the bottom right box. 

DONATION ENVELOPES – Available at the Office for pick up. 

BAPTISMS –  The next series of online classes for Sacramental 
preparation for infant Baptism will begin Jan 7. Call the Par-
ish Office to register. 

PARISH FINANCES – Christmas is when we receive the most 
donations. With attendance restricted this year, our already 
tight finances will be impacted even more. Please consider 
giving more to the Parish this December, even if you can’t 
attend. Here are some ways to give: 
 • Collection Box: cheque or cash 
 • Pre-authorized Debit: Call the Parish Office to arrange 
 • Mail or Drop off during Office hours 
 • Credit Card: online through caedm.ca 

CHURCH HOURS – Doors open 30 minutes before Mass and 
close before Mass begins. Parishioners must: 
 • Pre-register (call the Office by 12 Noon Friday) 
 • Complete the Revised Self Assessment 
 • Wear a face mask inside the church 
 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
To Felix Morton 

on receiving his first Holy Communion this week! 

ARCHDIOCESAN NEWS 

SOUNDS OF CHRISTMAS CD – The Schola Cantorum of St Jo-
seph’s Basilica & Roderick Bryce, Director of Music.  Visit 
www.basilicastore.ca to purchase: CD $20; Download $15. 
Special Offer: Use discount code 3FOR50 to get 3 CDs for 
$50 – Perfect for Christmas gifts! 

GRANDIN MEDIA – Subscribe to the Archdiocese’s Grandin Me-

dia for Catholic news and information, from local to interna-
tional. 

RESOURCES 

LIVE-STREAMED & TELEVISED MASSES: 
 Fr. Roger: 9:30AM Sundays on Facebook @sacredheart-

wetaskiwin 
 Archbishop Smith: 10:30AM Sundays on Facebook  

@archedmonton or Telus Optik TV Channel 876 
 Other Parishes’ Masses & Exposition: bit.ly/2JjDAGZ 
 Daily TV Mass: bit.ly/3amhQWN 

POPE’S UNIVERSAL INTENTION FOR JANUARY – Human fraternity: 
May the Lord give us the grace to live in full fellowship with 
our brothers and sisters of other religions, praying for one 
another, open to all. 

 

 

FIND US ON FACEBOOK! 

@sacredheartwetaskiwin 

Like and Follow our page  
for latest Parish news and spiritual resources. 

In uniting human nature to Himself, Jesus also made our nature sacred! The Son of God filled our sinful human nature 
with his divine grace so that we might again be united to God as we were intended to from the beginning of creation. 
Through Baptism and the Sacraments, Jesus continues to be with us, to sanctify us, to unite us to himself, healing our nature 
and freeing it from sin, making it more and more like His divine nature. 

God has given us these greatest of all gifts –– his Son, the forgiveness of sins, sanctification ––, and he did this even 
though we deserved the opposite. This is the mystery we celebrate and relive every Christmas. This is the cause for our joy! 
This is the reason we gather together as family, as a Church, to celebrate. 

But so great a gift cannot be ignored; it compels a gift in return, a gift of the best we have to offer: ourselves. And that’s 
all Jesus wants: He wants us! He wants us, so that he might share his love with us, share his salvation with us, share his divin-
ity with us. We only need to say ‘yes’ and embrace the invitation to be in union with him in this life, so that we might share in 
eternal salvation in the next. 

This is why Christmas is a central mystery of our faith, because it’s the beginning of our definitive salvation. Through the 
grace of God, may the joy and hope we experience in this Christmas Season fill our hearts for love of God, so that we might 
grow in faith and virtue. 

 

 From Dcn. Leo, the Parish Staff, and myself, 

A HAPPY AND BLESSED CHRISTMAS TO ALL OF YOU AND YOUR FAMILIES! 
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