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We welcome everyone worshipping with us online! 
 
 

The Gathering of the Community 
 

Officiant We acknowledge with respect that we worship on the unceded and 

ancestral territories of the Tsleil-Waututh – People of the Inlet, the 

Musqueam – People of the River Grass, and the Squamish – Mother of the 

Wind.  Let us pray that we may live more deeply into the calls to action 

from Canada’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission.  

People May the living Christ lead us all on pathways of reconciliation and 

peace. 

 
Following the ringing of the bell, a moment of silence is kept 
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Carol  O come, all ye faithful 
1. O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 

  O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
come and behold him, born the king of angels 
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.  
 

The Blessing of the Creche 
 

Officiant O great mystery, 
and wonderful sacrament, 
that animals should see the new-born Lord, lying in a manger!  
Blessed is the Virgin whose womb was worthy to bear 
Christ the Lord.   Alleluia! 

 The Word was made flesh 
People And dwelt among us. 

 

Officiant Let us pray. 

Almighty God, who in the Incarnation of your Son has revealed to us  
the holiness of creation, be pleased to bless + and hallow this image of  
his sacred birth, so that those who gaze upon it may behold this mystery, 
whereby humanity shares in your very nature; through Christ our Lord.  

People  Amen. 

2. God of God, Light of Light, lo, he abhors not the virgin’s womb; 
 very God, begotten not created: 

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.  

3. Sing choirs of angels, sing in exaultation,  
sing all ye citizens of heaven God above; 
Glory to God in the highest: 
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.  

Text: vs 1, 2 & 3 John Francis Wade (1711 – 1786); tr. Frederick Oakley (1802 – 1880) 
Music: attrib. John Francis Wade (1711 – 1786) alt; harm. The English Hymnal, 1906. arr.©Oxford University Press 
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Introductory Responses 
 

Officiant  Jesus Christ is the light of the world. 

People   A light no darkness can extinguish. 

Officiant  Let us give thanks to God our Creator. 

People   It is right to offer thanks and praise 

Officiant  Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
People         as it was in the beginning, is now and will be for ever.  Amen. 

Officiant  Blessed are you Sovereign God, 

our light and our salvation, 

to you be glory and praise forever. 

To dispel the darkness of our night 

you sent forth your Son, the firstborn of all creation,  

to be the Christ, the light of the world. 

Rejoicing in the mystery pf the Word made flesh, 

we acclaim him Emmanuel, as all creation says to you. 

Blessed be God:  the One, Holy and Undivided Trinity. 

People   Blessed be God for ever. 

 

 
Psalm 96 

1 Sing to the Lord a new song;  
sing to the Lord, all the whole earth. 

2  Sing to the Lord and bless the divine name;  
proclaim the good news of our salvation from day to day.  

3  Declare the glory of the Lord among the nations  
and the wonders of God among all peoples.  

4  For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised,  
more to be feared than all gods.  
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5  As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols;  
but it is you, O Lord, who made the heavens.  

6  Oh, the majesty and magnificence of your presence!  
Oh, the power and the splendour of your sanctuary! 

7  Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples;  
ascribe to the Lord honour and power.  

8  Ascribe to the Lord the honour due the divine name;  
bring offerings and come into the courts of the Lord. 

9  Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness;  
let the whole earth tremble before God.  

10  Tell it out among the nations:  “The Lord reigns!  
The Lord who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved  
will judge the peoples with equity.”  

11  Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;  
let the sea thunder and all that is in it;  
let the field be joyful and all that is therein.  

12  Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy  
before the Lord who is coming, who is coming to judge the earth.  

13  The Lord will judge the world with righteousness  
and the peoples with truth. 

Glory to God, Source of all being, eternal Word and Holy Spirit: 
       as it was in the beginning, is now and will be for ever.  Amen. 
 
 

The Proclamation of the Word 
 

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah  (9 : 2 – 7)     Diane Kozoris 

At the end of the reading, the reader says 

Let us hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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The Responsory 
 
Officiant Your salvation, O God, is near to those who fear you: 
 your glory shall dwell in our land. 

People Your salvation, O God, is near to those who fear you: 
 your glory shall dwell in our land. 

Officiant I will listen to what you, Lord God, are saying, 
 for you are speaking peace to your faithful people 
 and to those who turn their hearts to you. 

People Your glory shall dwell in our land. 

Officiant Mercy and truth have met together; 
 righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 

People Your salvation, O God, is near to those who fear you: 

Officiant your glory shall dwell in our land. 
 Truth shall spring up from the earth, 
 and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 

People Your glory shall dwell in our land. 

Officiant Righteousness shall go before you, 
 and peace shall be a pathway for your feet. 

People Your glory shall dwell in our land. 

 

Gradual Carol   O little town of Bethehem 

  O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
  above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 
  yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light; 
  the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

  O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us we pray; 
  cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today. 
  We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
  O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel.  

Text: Phillips Brooks (1835 – 1893) alt. 
Music: English trad; coll. and harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872 – 1958) Harm.© Oxford University Press   
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Gospel Reading 

Stand or sit for the Gospel reading, as seems appropriate for your setting.  

Deacon   The Lord be with you.        
People    And also with you.  
Deacon   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke (2 : 8 – 20) 
People  Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

At the end of the Gospel, the Deacon says 

Deacon The Gospel of Christ     
People  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 
 

The Canticle   The Song of Mary  (Luke 1 : 46 – 55) 

 My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,  

my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,  

for you, Lord, have looked with favour on your lowly servant.    

From this day all generations will call me blessed:  

you, the Almighty, have done great things for me  

and holy is your name.  

You have mercy on those who fear you,  

from generation to generation.  

You have shown strength with your arm  

and scattered the proud in their conceit,  

casting down the mighty from their thrones  

and lifting up the lowly.  

You have filled the hungry with good things  

and sent the rich away empty.  

You have come to the aid of your servant Israel,  

to remember the promise of mercy,  

the promise made to our ancestors,  

to Abraham and his children for ever. 
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Glory to God, Source of all being, eternal Word and Holy Spirit: 
       as it was in the beginning, is now and will be for ever.  Amen. 

 

Homily:     The Rev. André Stephany 

 
Anthem Infant Holy, Infant lowly 

  Infant Holy, Infant lowly, for his bed a cattle stall; 
  oxen lowing, little knowing Christ the babe is Lord of all. 
  Swift are winging angels singing, nowells ringing, tidings bringing: 
  Christ the babe is Lord of all, Christ the babe is Lord of all. 

 Text: Polish carol; tr. Edith M G Reed (1885 – 1933) / Music: Polish trad; harm, David Hugh Jones (1900 – 1983) 
  harm. ©1955, 1983, John Ribble.  Used by permission of Westminster/John Knox Press 
 

  Away in a manger 

  Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
  the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
  The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
  the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

  Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 
  close by me for ever and love me, I pray. 
  Bless all the dear children in your tender care, 
  and fit us for heaven to live with you there. 

 Text: Author Unknown / Music: William James Kirkpatrick (1838 – 1921) adapt. 

 
 

The Nicene Creed 
 

Officiant Let us confess our faith, as we say, 
All We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten not made, of one being with the Father.  
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Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven:  by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the 
Virgin Mary, and became human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at  
the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living  
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father.  With the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for 
the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

 
The Prayers of the Community     Diane Kozoris 

 
 
The Collect 
 

Officiant God of glory, 
All  your splendour shines from a manger in Bethlehem,  

where the Light of the world is humbly born 
into the darkness of human night. 
Open our eyes to Christ’s presence in the shadows of our world, 
so that we, like him, may become beacons of your justice 
and defenders of all for whom there is no room. 
Amen.  

 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Officiant Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us, and gathering our prayers  
and praises into one, let us pray as our Saviour taught us, 
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All Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever.   
Amen. 
 
 

Carol  Silent Night 
 
  Silent night!  Holy night!  All is calm, all is bright 
  round yon virgin mother and Child. 
  Holy infant so tender and mild, 
  sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

  Silent night!  Holy night!  Shepherds quake at the sight: 
  glories stream from heaven afar, 
  heavenly hosts sing “Alleluia 

Christ the Saviour is born.  Christ the Saviour is born”. 

Silent night!  Holy night!  Son of God, love’s pure light 
radiant beams from thy holy face, 
with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.  Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

Text:  Joseph Mohr (1792 – 1848) tr. John Freeman Young (1820 – 1885) 
Music:  Franz Xaver Gruber (1787 – 1863); alt.; harm. Carl H Reinecke (1824 – 1910) 
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The Sending Forth of the Community 
 

The Blessing 
 
Carol  Joy to the world!  

Joy to the world!  The Lord is come: let earth receive the King: 
let every heart prepare him room,  
and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven and heaven and nature sing.    

 Joy to the earth!  The Saviour reigns:  let us glad songs employ, 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, 

  repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

Text: Isaac Watts (1674 – 1748) alt. 
Music: George Friderick Handel (1685 – 1759); adap. William Holford, Voce de Melodia, 1835; harm. Lowell Mason (1792 – 1872) 

 
 
The Dismissal 
Deacon  Let us bless the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
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Scripture readings for Tomorrow, December 25th 2020 
Isaiah 62 : 6 – 12 / Psalm 97 / Luke 2 : 8  – 20   
 
 
 
 
Please note that the office will be closed from Dec 24, 2020 re-opening on Jan 5, 2021. 

 
Pastoral Care 
Pastoral concerns may be referred to our priest, the Rev. André Stephany at 
andre@stclementschurch.ca 
Please let the clergy know if you or a family member is in hospital. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ministry Connections  
 
Priest   André Stephany  604-988-4418 
      andre@stclementschurch.ca   
Deacon   Peggy Trendell-Jensen 604-619-5576 
Deacon   Elizabeth Mathers 604-339-6581 
Admin Assistant Yvonne Gardner 604-988-4418 
Music Director  Lynley Lewis  music@stclementschurch.ca  
Rector’s Warden Philip Yong  604-831-9858 
People’s Warden Phoebe Yong  604-760-3085 
Treasurer  Jeff Calvert  778-686-4942 
Children & Youth Delayne Sartison 604-980-5998 
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