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Presider: Rev. Sharon Smith 

Music: Siiri Rebane, 
Mermi, 
Steve Jackson, 
Alice Korfman. 

Reader 1: Kim Mead
Reader 2: John Luccock 
Intercessor: Bev London 

Altar Guild:    Bonnie Grundy 
Chancel Linda Robertson, 
Décor: John Luccock

Sound: Susana Valente 
Livestream: Gordon Lee
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Welcome and Intentions: Rev Sharon 

Opening hymn: O Come All Ye Faithful

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem;
come and behold him, born the King of angels;

Refrain:
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

God of God, Light of Light,
lo, he abhors not the virgin's womb;
very God, begotten not created: [Refrain]

See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle,
leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear;
we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps; [Refrain]

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;
glory to God, glory in the highest: [Refrain]



Gathering of the Community:

Presider:  In this time and place 
We  gather on the unceded 
ancestral lands of the Squamish 
and Tsleil-Waututh nations 

All: From many places and peoples we 
come to this house of prayer.

Presider: In this time and place

We give thanks for the light of God that 
shines in the darkness

All: A light no darkness can quench.

Presider: In this time and place

We give thanks for the light and peace of 
Jesus Christ the Word made flesh

All: The light of all people.
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Presider: In this time and place

We pray that the Spirit of God will be 
renewed in our hearts and minds

All: That we might be the light of God in the 
world.

Presider: In this time and place

Together, one people of God.

All: In the name of God, Source of all being, 
Eternal Word and Holy Spirit. 

Amen.

Gloria
Gloria, Hallelujah (4x)

Lighting of the Christ Candle
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Presider: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the love of God, and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit, be with you all.  

All: And also with you. 

Presider: Holy One, 

All: To you all hearts are open, all desires 
known, and from you no secrets are 
hidden.  Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you, and worthily magnify your holy 
name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
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Prayer of the Day (Collect):

Presider: Eternal God,

All: who made this most holy night 

to shine with the brightness of your 

true light: Jesus the Christ.

Draw us to kneel in wonder 

at heaven touching earth; 

accept our heartfelt praise 

as we worship you, 

Source of all being. 

Amen.
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The Proclamation of the Word
First Reading: Isaiah 9: 2, 6, 7

This poem promises the people of Israel deliverance 
from oppression, a hope based on the birth of a royal 
child with a name full of promise who will practice 
justice and righteousness.

Inuit Nativity, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of 
the Vanderbilt Divinity Library

Reader: Let us hear what the Spirit is saying.
All: Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 96 (NRSV; The Inclusive Psalter)
Join in the refrain and pray the bold print.

Presider: Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the 
Lord, all the whole earth.

People:  Sing to the Lord and bless the divine 
name; proclaim the good news of our 
salvation from day to day. 

Presider: Declare the glory of the Lord among the 
nations and the wonders of God 
among all peoples. 

People: For great is the Lord and greatly to be 
praised, more to be feared than all 
gods. 

Presider: As for all the gods of the nations, they 
are but idols; but it is you, O Lord, who 
made the heavens. 

Sung Refrain:

Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad,
let all that is in them sing to the Lord.
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People: Tell it out among the nations: “The Lord 
reigns! The Lord who made the world so 
firm that it cannot be moved will judge 
the peoples with equity.” 

People: Oh, the majesty and magnificence of 
your presence! Oh, the power and the 
splendour of your sanctuary! 

Presider: Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the 
peoples;  ascribe to the Lord honour and 
power.

People: Ascribe to the Lord the honour due 
the divine name;  bring offerings and 
come into the courts of the Lord. 

Presider: Worship the Lord in the beauty of 
holiness; let the whole earth tremble 
before God. 

Sung Refrain:

Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad,
let all that is in them sing to the Lord.
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Presider: Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth 
be glad; let the sea thunder and all that is
in it; let the field be joyful and all that is
therein. 

People: Then shall all the trees of the wood shout
for joy before the Lord who is coming,
who is coming to judge the earth.

All: The Lord will arbitrate the world with 
righteousness and the peoples with 
truth. Amen

Sung Refrain:

Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad,
let all that is in them sing to the Lord.



Second Reading: The Sacrament of Christmas
by Howard Thurman

Howard Thurman was an author, philosopher, theologian, 
educator, and civil rights leader. He dedicated his life to the 
pursuit of a society that could acknowledge its differences 
yet elevate its common human ties. 

Image by Al Sturgeon 

Reader: Let us hear what the Spirit is saying.
All: Thanks be to God.
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Gospel hymn: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

Hark! The herald angels sing,
"Glory to the new-born King,
peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled."
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
join the triumph of the skies;
with the angelic hosts proclaim,
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!"
Refrain:
Hark! the herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn King."

Christ, by highest heaven adored;
Christ, the everlasting Lord;
late in time behold him come,
offspring of a virgin's womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
hail, the incarnate Deity,
pleased as one of us to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel! [Refrain]
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Gospel hymn: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
risen with healing in his wings,
Mild he lays his glory by,
born that we no more may die,
born to raise each child of earth,
born to give us second birth. [Refrain]

Image by Donald Jackson with contributions from Chris Tomlin.
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Gospel Reading: Luke 2: 1-20
God’s greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels 
announce the “good news of great joy” and proclaim 
God’s blessing of peace instead of fear. 

Presider: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Presider: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus 

Christ according to Luke.
People: Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Artist:  Gelder, Aert de, 1645-1727.

Presider: The Gospel of Christ.
People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Homily – Rev Sharon 
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On the Night of Christmas 
Farsi:

Sha be mi la dash nef rat pak mi she
Sha be mi la dash zamin Sho kufa mi she
Sha be mi la dash jang ha khak mi she
Sha be mi la dash Eshgh ba har mi she

Vagh ty li vane ab be tesh ne mi da him ma
da r mi la dim
Vagh ty leba se eshgh tane or yan mi ko nim
ma da r mi la dim
Vagh ty ash ko az su rat pak mi ko nim
ma dar mi la dim
Vagh ty ghal bo ba o mid pomi ko nim
ma dar mi la dim

English:

On the night of Christmas, hatred will vanish
On the night of Christmas, the earth blooms
On the night of Christmas, war is buried
On the night of Christmas, love is born

When we offer a glass of water to a thirsty person,
we are in Christmas
When we clothe a naked person with a gown of love,
we are in Christmas
When we wipe the tears from weeping eyes,
we are in Christmas
When we cushion a hopeless heart with love,
we are in Christmas
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Affirmation of Faith

Presider: Moses said, 
All: Hear, O Israel, the Lord our 

God, the Lord is one. 

Presider:  And Jesus affirmed: 
All: Love the Lord your God with 

all your heart, with all your 
soul, with all your mind, 
And with all your strength.
This is the first and the great 
commandment, the second is 
like it: Love your neighbor as 
yourself. There is no 
commandment greater 
than these. 

All: Spirit of God, search our 
hearts. 

Prayers of the People
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Confession
Presider:  Let us in silence confess our faults and 

admit our frailty. 

Reflective silence follows.

Before God, with the People of God

Presider: In the community of Christ’s Church and 
in the presence of all God’s people:

All: We confess to God that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed, by what we 
have done, and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved God, cared 
for God’s world, or respected God’s 
people as we should. We own our 
responsibility and pray for God’s 
pardon. 
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Presider: Faithful God, 
Remind us of your love and healing power. 
Forgive us that we may forgive one another. 
Renew us so that when we fail, we may 
begin again. Amen.

(Adapted from Book of Alternative Services and Iona 
Community Worship Book 2011) 
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The Passing of the Peace
Presider: The peace of Christ be always with you.
People: And also with you.

This year our congregation is coming together virtually to 
sing Silent Night, a beloved Christmas carol.

Many members and friends of St. Catherine's recorded 
their voices to be combined to this one congregational song.

It is our offering of peace…

Silent Night 



The Eucharist (Thanksgiving): 

Prayer over the Gifts:
Book of Alternative Services

Presider: Source of Light and Gladness,
All: Accept all we offer on this joyful feast. 

May we mature in Christ, who unites 
us to you, 
In the name of Jesus we pray, Amen.

Eucharistic Prayer: 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada, II

Presider:  May God be with you.
People: And also with you.

Presider: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to God.

Presider: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:       It is right to give our thanks and praise.



22

Presider: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, 
almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

In the wonder and mystery of the 
Word made flesh you have opened 
the eyes of faith to a new and radiant 
vision of your glory, that, beholding 
the God made visible, we may be 
drawn to love the God whom 
we cannot see.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn:



Presider: Holy One, 
the beginning and the end, 
the giver of life.
Blessed are you for the birth of creation, 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promises to your people, 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will 
Blessed are you for Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
Jesus, in a room with his friends,
took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and shared it, 
saying, take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying; 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood shed for 
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin, 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

All: Christ has died 
Christ is risen, 
Christ will come again. 



Presider: With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word
dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth, 
We remember our new birth 
And we look with hope for Christ’s coming. 

All: Come, Lord Jesus 

Presider:   Holy God, 
All: we long for your Spirit, 

come among us,
bless this meal, 
may your Word take flesh in us. 

Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 

Presider: All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate,
And Holy Spirit, 
One God, now and forever, 

All: Amen.



Lord’s Prayer (sung):

Presider: As our Saviour taught us, let us 
pray, as we sing,

All: Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin 
against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. 
Amen.



Presider: We break the bread of life, and 
that life is the light of the world.

All: God here among us, light in the midst 
of us, bring us to light and life.  

Presider: The gifts of God for the people of God.
All: Thanks be to God. 

Prayer for those at home: 

Presider: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 

People: We trust that you grace us in the 
breaking and eating of bread in 
community. Since I cannot now 
receive this sacrament ever-present 
Spirit fill my heart and sustain me. 
Amen. 



Communion Hymn:  In the Bleak Midwinter

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan,
earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone;
snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow,
in the bleak midwinter, long ago.

Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain;
heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes to 
reign:
in the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed
the Lord God almighty, Jesus Christ.

Angels and archangels may have gathered there,
cherubim and seraphim thronged the air;
but his mother only, in her maiden bliss,
worshipped the beloved with a kiss.

What can I give him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;
if I were a wise man, I would do my part;
yet what I can, I give him -- give my heart.



Prayer After Communion:
Book of Alternate Services

Presider: Loving God,
All: Tonight you have united earth and heaven

in sending your Son 
to take our human nature. 
May we who have tasted heavenly 
things share in the life of eternity.
We ask this in the name of Jesus the Christ. 
Amen.

Presider: Glory to God, 
All: whose power, working in us, 

can do infinitely more 
than we can ask or imagine. 
Glory to God from generation to generation, 
in the church and in Christ Jesus, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen.

Christmas Blessing: Rev Sharon
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Closing Carol: Joy to the world

Joy to the world! The Lord is come:
let earth receive the King;
let every heart prepare him room,
and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.

Joy to the world! The Saviour reigns:
let us glad songs employ,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
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Closing Carol: Joy to the world

No more let wrongs and sorrows grow,
nor thorns infest the ground;
he comes to make his blessings flow
far as our sin is found,
far as our sin is found,
far as, far as our sin is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness
and wonders of his love,
and wonders of his love,
and wonders, wonders of his love.



Dismissal 

Presider: Go now in peace to love and serve the 
Christ Child, born for us this day.

People:      Thanks to be God!
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The birth of Jesus with shepherds, JESUS MAFA is a response 
to the New Testament readings from the Lectionary by a 
Christian community in Cameroon, Africa.



You may wish to give a gift in support of the 
ministry of St. Catherine’s Church.

Please make use of the Donate button on the 
St. Catherine’s website that takes you to Canada Helps. 

A tax receipt will be generated for donations of more than $20.

https://www.saint-catherines.org


