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Please grab the Bible from the pew in front of you or open the one on your phone.  We 
are in 2nd Peter chapter 1 again this morning. 
 
So Peter’s looking a brutal death in the eye as he writes this; he knows this is going to 
be his last message to the church, and so in this letter he focuses on reminding Jesus 
followers about the perspective we need to embrace. 
 
And what that means is there isn’t anything new here.  2nd Peter is a refresher on what 
we already know.  And Peter thinks this is the most important message he can give 
because it turns out that it is incredibly easy for committed Jesus followers to be 
consumed by the false gods our world peddles and miss out on what is really real. 
 
So the other day I was at a Bible study where we were looking at how to live a victorious 
life and defeat the devil.  That’s a pretty important topic – right?  And it was a decent 
study, but it was hot and by the end our minds were tired and the energy in the room 
was low.  And so when we finished the last question we prayed and brought the evening 
to a close, and then someone switched on the TV which just “happened” to be tuned to 
the Raptors final.  And there were 18 seconds left and only one point separating the 
good guys from the Americans – let’s be honest what this is about.  And instantaneously 
everyone started screaming with excitement.   
 
Of course, if you are wondering who the Raptors are, they are Toronto’s team of tall 
dudes who play hockey with a ball, some baskets and no ice – and they just won the 
NBA.   
 
And I’m not knocking it, this was a great Canadian moment – it was the war of 1812 all 
over again!  And this is the first time Canada has had a championship of this calibre 
since Stanley came home in ‘93 – that’s a long time. 
 
But here’s the problem, we live in a country that is passionate about deifying pathetically 
small gods.   
 
So now Toronto is desperately trying to keep their key player, Kawhi Leonard.  So 
they’ve offered him the keys to the city.  He will never pay for another restaurant meal, 
he is being offered million-dollar homes for free, and maybe he’ll even be allowed to 
drive through red lights like Drake.  That’s deification!  And this guy who throws balls 
through hoops for a living.  Friends, Canada is so desperate for meaning we will 
worship anything.  And our passion, as we sat in that living room was evidence of this. 
 
Now my point is not that sports are bad, all I’m saying is that in today’s culture it is easy 
it is to shift our focus away from the essential to the utterly inconsequential.   
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But I’m also saying this isn’t a new problem.  It was just as easy to lose sight of real 
reality immediately following Jesus’ departure.  And that’s why Peter writes this letter to 
remind the early church to live their lives knowing life is short, eternity’s long, and Jesus 
is coming back.  He wants his readers to live lives that count.  And that is where we are 
going today, so if you’ve got your Bible let’s pick it up in chapter 1 verse 12: 
 
[Read 2 Peter 1:12-15] 
 
Now notice right away that what Peter’s writing isn’t aimed at the outside.  He’s not 
saying, “Hey world, you should love Jesus like we do.”  He is writing to remind us, the 
church, of what we already know.  Now why do we need to hear about stuff we already 
know?1 
 
Well, Peter says, it’s because we are forgetful.  And this isn’t an old person problem, 
this is a theological truth and something Peter knows from experience.  The fact is 
people are so forgetful we can actually forget stuff we remember.  You see there is a 
huge difference between knowing something, and having that knowledge direct our 
lives.   
 
And getting to this second place is a common theme of scripture.  So God is constantly 
calling His people back to the same things.  So one day in seven we are to celebrate 
the Lord’s Day.  This isn’t just some rule God made up.  He knows that if we work seven 
days a week money becomes our God regardless of what we think we believe.  And so 
we need to continually remind ourselves that God is our God – that’s what we are doing 
here at church. 
 
And God’s call to remember went beyond this.  So throughout the Old Testament He 
called His people to establish feasts and fasts to order their year.  So the whole 
calendar was built up around remembering God’s faithfulness. 
 
And similarly, Jesus told us that when we gather, we are to celebrate the Lord’s Supper.  
Not once, but over and over again because we aren’t going to stop needing to be 
reminded.  
 
And Peter knows this with his head, but he also knows it with his heart.  So, when Jesus 
was preparing Peter for his denial – got to love that – He tells him: 

I have pleaded in prayer for you, Simon, that your faith should not fail. 

When you have repented and turned to Me again, strengthen your 
brothers. (Luke 22:32) 

 
 
 

                                            
1 Outline adapted from John Piper’s https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/listen-to-the-eyewitness-of-
his-majesty (Accessed June 21, 2019) 

https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/listen-to-the-eyewitness-of-his-majesty
https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/listen-to-the-eyewitness-of-his-majesty
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These words were seared into Peter’s mind.  Peter went into this encounter swearing up 
and down he was going to be the one faithful disciple, and Jesus kept saying “you’re not 
as strong as you think Peter – you are going to drop the ball.  But I’m not going to leave 
you there.  I’ve prayed for you.  And I’ve got a plan for you.  So when you repent and 
return strengthen your brothers.  Remind your brothers.  Bring your brothers back too.” 
 
That’s the job Jesus gives the just-about-to-deny-Him-Peter. 
 
And when it plays out like Jesus says Peter remembers.  “My job is to strengthen my 
brothers.  And I’m going to do it.”  
… 
Now the reason I bring this particular encounter up here is that the word “establish” in 
verse 12 is not a super common word, but it is the same word translated “strengthen” in 
Jesus’ challenge to Peter.   
 
So Peter is referring to this encounter as he writes.  Here’s the point.  Peter’s not talking 
to beginners.  The message to be reminded is for established people.  It’s for people 
who already know what God has called them to.  It’s for us.  Peter says people like us 
are prone to bring distracted from what is really real.   
… 
Now that might not be very encouraging to you, but the way Peter gives this challenge 
is incredibly encouraging.  He speaks from a position of total peace and joy in the midst 
of the worst this world can throw down.  Peter is going to die. 
 
Now death and dying isn’t something any healthy person looks forward to, and yet 
Peter’s not worried, he’s at peace.  And the reason is that he knows death isn’t going to 
be an accident.   
 
Remember Peter is the guy that Herod was going to execute in the morning.  This is 
Acts 12.  He was chained up between two soldiers in an inner cell and he was sleeping 
because even back then he wasn’t worried.  Peter’s seen Jesus come back from the 
dead so facing Herod is about as intimidating as facing the grade 8 basketball team.  It’s 
giggle worthy. 
 
And suddenly there is an angel with Peter in jail.  And the angel has to kick Peter 
because he’s sleeping so soundly.  Wake up already!  Eventually he does, but he thinks 
he’s still dreaming because he’s looking at an angel, and this doesn’t happen every day.  
But then the chains fall off and the doors open and he just walks out.   
 
Jesus has cheated death on Peter’s behalf before.  But now Jesus has told him that 
isn’t going to happen this time.  But it’s not because Jesus doesn’t have the power, it’s 
because this is Jesus’ plan.  Everything that happens fits inside Jesus’ plan or it doesn’t 
happen.  Peter’s learned that. 
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So what about you?  Are you living in peace and joy in spite of the worst the world has 
thrown at you because you know it fits within Jesus’ plan?  Or has your focus shifted to 
the waves like Peter’s did earlier when he tried walking on the water?  Are you seeing 
the storm, or are you living with your eyes on the One who controls the storm? 
 
That’s where Peter is as he writes this: “Do your worst Caesar, you’ve got nothing.  You 
might be god in this little country of Rome; you might get to drive your chariot through 
any red light you want.  But you’re a pathetically small god.  My God is sovereign.  
There isn’t a single molecule in the universe that doesn’t do His bidding.  And so if 
Jesus says it’s my time to go and you’re the tool He’s going to use accomplish this then 
I’m all in.  This is no accident.  My life’s not in your puny little hands. 
 
And so it’s with his impending death on his mind that Peter says I want to spend my last 
seconds carefully.  As long as I’m in this tent, this body, I want to spend my time 
refreshing your memory so that when I’m gone you will be able to hold fast to what God 
has promised.  
… 
Now remember the context of this passage is verses 3-11 where Peter said God has 
made us some great and precious promises.  And the greatest of these is that we get to 
participate in the divine nature – you and I can actually live a victorious life and 
overcome the corruption of the world.  It’s incredible!  And this promise is not just for this 
life, it’s for the next. 
 
So God says, if you give yourself to continually growing in Christ likeness; if you don’t 
stop with just believing some right stuff about Jesus but you give yourself to continually 
growing in your faith.  And if this is happening right now then your calling and election 
are sure: 

God will give you a grand entrance into the eternal Kingdom of our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  (2 Peter 1:11) 
 
And this is where Peter’s peace comes from as he looks death in the eye.  His hope 
isn’t just for this life, His hope extends to a victorious eternity.  And so Peter says the 
most important thing I can do is remind you to live in light of this real reality. 
… 
Now here’s where this touches us.  Peter writes so that after his departure we will 
always be able to remember these things.  This is like when Jesus prayed for His 
disciples saying: 

I am praying not only for these disciples but also for all who will ever believe in 
Me through their message. (John 17:20) 

 
And similarly Peter has us in mind here – well unlike Jesus he doesn’t have us 
specifically in mind, but he is thinking about those who will come along after he is gone.  
And that’s us.  He thinks we need this.  He figures if the church of the first century 
needed reminding; if people who had actually seen the risen Jesus, and spent time with 
His apostles, needed reminding then Peter isn’t reaching when he says “I want to make 
sure that after I’m gone you all will always be able to remember these things. 
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So what is it that we specifically need to remember?  What’s the perspective Peter 
wants us to live with?   
… 
Well, Peter wants us, who know the truth, to realize that our eternal security is not 
based on something that happened in the past, but something ongoing.  And this was 
the point last week. 
 
So yes, it is true that God is faithful and will keep His children from losing their faith.  So 
Paul says: 

For God knew His people in advance, and He chose them to become 

like His Son (Romans 8:29) 
 
But it would be a mistake to think this is speaking about people who prayed a prayer 
years ago but have no evidence in their life today that they love Jesus and are 
becoming like Him.   
 
You see grace is always something that starts with God and comes down to us free of 
charge.  God knows who His people are, and He chooses them.  But everyone who 
receives His grace gets transformed by it.  And so good living doesn’t earn you 
salvation, but it is the evidence as to whether or not you are saved.   
… 
Friends, if you are living for Jesus’ glory, it’s because the Holy Spirit is in you; it’s 
because you are saved.  But if you are consumed by the pathetic gods of our culture; if 
you’re living for today’s pleasures instead of eternity’s, then it’s irrelevant what you 
believe. 
 
And Peter isn’t saying this from some privileged position.  He’s been through the ringer.  
Lots of his friends are dead, and he’s on his way to an upside-down cross.  But he’s 
going there full of joy, peace and confidence because his eyes are fixed on Jesus. 
… 
So yes, things are pretty brutal in your life right now, but where is your focus?  Are you 
living in light of eternity?  Are you investing in that future?  Or have you allowed your 
gaze to be distracted and consumed by the ultimately unimportant? 
… 
Next Peter gives us the reason why he is so passionate about everything he wants to 
remind us of.  Look at verse 16: 
 
[Read 2 Peter 1:16] 
 
Peter says I’m not smart enough to impress you with fancy stories, I’m just telling you 
about stuff I saw.  So “the coming of our Lord” in this verse isn’t the second coming, it’s 
Jesus’ first coming.  And Peter witnessed this.  He walked with Jesus.  He heard Jesus 
teach and saw the signs.  He’s an eyewitness. 
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So Peter’s talking about real reality.  Yes Christianity is a religion, but it isn’t built on 
stories or myths like the Roman religion was.  It is based on an actual person walking 
around and doing things that only God can do.  Christianity is based on history and 
eyewitness testimony. 
 
And so Peter says “God is the most real thing in the universe.  What I’m telling you isn’t 
going to evaporate.  And there isn’t another championship to win next year.  This is it.  
Everything else is going to fade away: your job, your house, your car and even your 
family aren’t as real as this.  We are talking about the majesty and power of God 
walking around with skin on.  Jesus was really real.  Look at verse 17: 
 
[Read 2 Peter 1:17-18] 
… 
If you were an eyewitness of Jesus and were giving testimony to confirm what you saw 
what event would you speak about?   
 
Maybe the resurrection?  After all that’s the lynchpin that Christianity rises or falls on.  
Or what about the ascension?  I mean seeing Jesus fly up to heaven would certainly 
prove something.  But Peter cites the transfiguration as the basis of his confidence. 
… 
So Peter, James and John went up the mountain with Jesus, and He was transfigured 
right in front of them – He momentarily took on His new and glorious body.  They still 
knew who He was, He was just better.  His clothes turned whiter than a Tide 
commercial.  There was light everywhere.  And this cloud surrounded them.  And all of a 

sudden, out of the cloud God spoke: “This is My Son, whom I love, with Him I am 

well pleased.” 
 
At this point I’m sure the disciples were all wishing they could wash their pants with 
some of Jesus’ detergent because they’d just heard God endorse Jesus.  They just saw 
Jesus’ majesty.  They saw His eternal glory.  And Peter says I’ve seen a glimpse of 
what eternity is going to look like and it was amazing.  So take my word for it and live 
accordingly. 
… 
And then in verse 19 he gives us a second and final foundation to build our faith on. 
 
[Read 2 Peter 1:19] 
 
Peter says it’s night now.  Things are dark and in the dark it is easy to shift your focus to 
something shiny.  But don’t do it.  Wait for the Morning Star.  And use our eyewitness 
testimony to do this, but also use the Old Testament prophecies to build your faith. 
 
And here Peter alludes to what God spoke through Malachi when He said: 
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“But for you who fear My name, the Sun of Righteousness will rise with 
healing in His wings. And you will go free, leaping with joy like calves 

let out to pasture. On the day when I act, you will tread upon the 
wicked as if they were dust under your feet,” says the LORD of 

Heaven’s Armies. (Malachi 4:2-3) 
 
So friends, if you don’t know Jesus don’t be impressed with just learning some stuff 
about Him, invite His Spirit to fill you and lead you into the greatest victory possible.  No 
matter what you’ve struggled with you can escape the corruption of this world. 
 
But to those who are already established in your faith Peter has a word for you too: 
don’t coast on this knowledge, allow yourself to be reminded.  Allow your passion to be 
rekindled.  Because knowing isn’t enough.  What we know has to change the way we 
live.  It’s only as we allow God’s great and precious promise of participating in His divine 
nature to motivate us to live for His glory that we will receive the assurance of a rich 
welcome into His eternal kingdom. 
… 
Friends, life is short, eternity’s long and Jesus is coming back.  So allow the glory of 
Jesus to burn in your heart today.  Let it motivate you to resist the corruption of the 
world and the pathetic gods it wants you to worship.  Give yourself to what is really real 
in order that you too might live in Jesus’ joy now and at the end receive His rich 
welcome when He returns or calls you home. 


