
 CHRISTMAS EVE 2020 
  
 
 

7:30 pm Order of Service 
Officiating: The Rev’d Fergus Tyson 

Assisting: The Rev’d Dr. Norman Knowles 
 

We Welcome You This Christmas Eve! 



 The Gathering of the Community 
  
Welcome and Opening Prayer  
 
Opening Hymn: O Come, All Ye Faithful 
(screens) 
 
Greeting (screens) 
 
Collect for Purity (screens) 
 
Glory to God (screens) 
 
Collect of the Day (screens) 
 
Lighting of the Christ Candle (screens) 
 
Blessing of the Crib (screens) 

              
The Proclamation of the Word 
 
The First Reading 
 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great 
light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness - on 
them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, 
you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as 
with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing 
plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar 
across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you 
have broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots 
of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in 
blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a child 
has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests 
upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful 
Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there 
shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his 
kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice 
and with righteousness from this time onward and 
forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.  
         ISAIAH 9:2-7   
Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Canticle: The New Jerusalem (screens) 
 
The Second Reading 
 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor 
Augustus that all the world should be registered. This 
was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own 
towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town 
of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David 
called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 
house and family of David. He went to be registered 
with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 
expecting a child. While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to 
her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, 

and laid him in a manger, because there was no place 
for them in the inn. In that region there were 
shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid; for see - I am bringing you good 
news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, 
the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a 
child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on 
earth peace among those whom he favours!” When the 
angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 
which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went 
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 
lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made 
known what had been told them about this child; and 
all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 
told them. But Mary treasured all these words and 
pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 
seen, as it had been told them. 
           LUKE 2:1-20 
Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Gradual Hymn: While Shepherds Watched 
(screens) 
 
The Holy Gospel 
 

People: Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things came into being 
through him, and without him not one thing came 
into being. What has come into being in him was life, 
and the life was the light of all people. The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was 
John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so 
that all might believe through him. He himself was not 
the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true 
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 
world. He was in the world, and the world came into 
being through him; yet the world did not know him. 
He came to what was his own, and his own people did 
not accept him. But to all who received him, who 
believed in his name, he gave power to become 
children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the 
will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And 
the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we 
have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, 
full of grace and truth.  
                       JOHN 1:1-14  
Leader: The Gospel of Christ. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Christmas Eve Service of Spiritual Communion 



Sermon 
 
Hymn: O Little Town of Bethlehem (screens) 
 
The Nicene Creed (screens) 
 
The Prayers of the People  
 
A Christmas Litany (screens) 
 
Confession and Absolution (screens) 
 
The Peace (screens) 

       
The Celebration of the Eucharist 
  
Offertory Hymn: Mary’s Song (Choir Anthem) 
 
Prayer over the Gifts (screens) 
 
Hymn: Joy to the World (screens) 
 
Eucharistic Prayer (screens) 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (screens) 

The Breaking of the Bread (screens) 
 
The Communion (screens) 
 
Prayer for Communion  (screens) 
 
Prayer after Communion  (screens) 
 
Lighting of Candles, Extinguishing of Lights 
 
Hymn by Candlelight: Silent Night (screens) 
 
Doxology (screens) 
 
The Blessing 
 
Announcements (The lights are returned.) 
 
Closing Hymn: Hark the Herald Angels Sing 
(screens: led by St. Paul’s Cathedral Choir, 
London, Ontario) 
 
Dismissal (screens) 
 
Please exchange Christmas greetings with 
those around you. 

The flowers on the Altar are given to the glory of God in loving memory of Jane 
Sandul, in thanks for her dedicated service to St. Paul's, leading the Altar Guild 
and providing support and friendship in so many ways. You are greatly missed. 
Thank you for your faithful example of living God's love.  

 
The Clergy, Wardens, and Staff wish you all a most blessed Christmas.  
 
Christmas Day Service:  on the Diocesan Website at https://www.calgary.anglican.ca/  
 
Next Sunday Service: December 27 at 9:30 am, live streamed on Facebook; posted around 11:15 on our web-
site and YouTube Channel. 
 
For our weekly News Bulletins and monthly issues of Living Waters, please check out our website at https://
www.stpaulscalgary.ca/news. Fergus also sends out biweekly emails to everyone on the Parish List, to share 
about what’s happening at St. Paul’s. If you are not receiving these, please contact him at  
pastorfergus@gmail.com, and he will be delighted to include you in these emailings. 
  
Our thanks to Robbie and Rick for Altar Guild work; Paul and the Choir for leading our music; Fergus, Cyril, 
Norman, and Bob, our Clergy; Laura Anne, our Secretary; Paul and Murray for providing our camera and 
soundboard, respectively; and all who have contributed to our worship during this holy Season.  

https://www.calgary.anglican.ca/

