
Page 1 of 4 

 

-Our hope is God’s intent- 

Date:  January 3, 2021 (Christmas 2) 

1.  Texts:  Jeremiah 31:7-14; Ps. 147:13-21; Ephesians 1:3-14; John 1:1-18. 

2.  Subject:  hope. 

3.  Topic:  hope as the result of divine living. 

4.  Aim:  educate. 

5.  Proposition:  “Our hope lies in choosing to live the life of Christ.” 
 

HOPE IN THE LIFE OF CHRIST 

 

 “In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth 

was a formless void…”1  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God.”2 

 

 Two verses about the beginning, one from Genesis, one from John’s Gospel.  

The first begins at the point of creation.  The second has no beginning—God is 

God before creation.  The Christ—or as John puts it, the “Word”—is God before 

creation.  The first sets up the hope of our existence.  The second makes it clear 

how our hope will be fulfilled.  From the beginning to the end and beyond, the 

theme of the Bible is our eternalizing hope. 

 

 The basis for our hope lies in our creation, which God judges to be very 

good.3  We were created to enjoy God’s goodness and to be conduits for it.  

Millennia later Jesus will put it this way:  “I came that they may have life and 

have it abundantly.”4  Living the abundant and divine life of God is our hope. 

 

 And, as you certainly know, Jesus is the channel for that abundant life and 

our hope.  In Jesus, God joined his life to ours so that we might join our lives to 

his.  The more thoroughly and genuinely we do this, the greater is our experience 

of divine hope. 

 

 But this is not always easy or straightforward, is it.  For nearly a year we 

have known how complicated hope, even divine hope, can be.  Having just 

passed New Year’s Day we are well aware how uncertain our grasp on hope is.  

 
1 Genesis 1:1-2a. 
2 John 1:1.   
3 Genesis 1:31. 
4 John 10:10b. 



Page 2 of 4 

 

-Our hope is God’s intent- 

Fear and despair are to be our more likely companions, and they have 

accompanied some people to the brink of suicide and beyond.   

 

 The Church is obligated by God to point out the path from creation to divine 

hope.  As a priest I am obligated to grasp your hands as we try this path together.  

I invite you to walk with me this morning.   

 

 God created us to live his divinely guided and inspired life.  It is to be an 

abundant life, a life filled with his presence, power, grace and love.  However, it 

is not to be an untroubled or seemingly charmed life.  You need only look at Jesus 

to know this is true. 

 

 Jesus’ earthly father died before he could see the beginning of his son’s 

ministry.  Jesus basically lived as a homeless, travelling rabbi for the last three 

years of his life.  Sure he had a base in Capernaum, but it is unlikely he owned a 

home and more likely that someone put him up in a spare bedroom.  He relied 

on donations to survive.  Then, once the Jewish leadership realized that Jesus was 

not to be manipulated, they campaigned against him.  His cousin, John, was 

beheaded.  One follower betrayed him to the police and another denied knowing 

him.  Jesus was tortured and then gruesomely executed.   

 

 In the midst of all this, Jesus claimed abundant living.  It is clear that living 

abundantly does not mean living without problems or even disasters.  We are to 

somehow find abundance in the midst of COVID-19, economic downturns and 

despair.  God is not as concerned with what happens to us as he is with what 

kind of people we prove to be in the midst of whatever happens.  It is not our 

circumstances which concern him, but our character.  Not what, but who is his 

concern.   

 

 God’s focus on our character, on the kind of people we are, necessitates that 

we have freedom of choice.  You and I cannot be forced into being more like 

God—we have to choose such.  God did not force Adam and Eve to eat the 

forbidden fruit.  Neither did he force Mary to be the birth mother of the Messiah.  

We must have freewill to react to our circumstances and so be able to demonstrate 

our Christian character.   
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 So, here’s a significant lesson and maybe even a stumbling block:  God 

chooses to limit his own power for the sake of our salvation.  He chooses to not 

force us to do what is good, right and just so that we may have the freedom to 

choose what is good, right and just.  God limits his power so that we have the 

power to choose.   

 

 The abundant life that we are to choose is the life modelled by Jesus.  

Despite his circumstances he chose to live God’s divine life.  This is why we 

Christians study the Bible:  so that we might have some directions in choosing the 

life of divine abundance.   

 

 If this were a Bible study, we’d now go through the various passages that 

outline this divine abundance in the midst of our actual circumstances.  But this 

is not a Bible study, so I’ll just have to list some of them for you.  The qualities 

and characteristics of Jesus point to 

✓ self-sacrificing love that puts the needs and hopes of the other ahead of our 

own; 

✓ living justly with respect to others rather than claiming what is fair to us; 

✓ genuine forgiveness that transforms the other and lifts the burden of guilt; 

✓ trusting God to be God despite our circumstances. 

 

 Such are the qualities of character which will lead to the abundant life for 

which we were created and for which we hope.  So, why is it so difficult? 

 

 First, our circumstances can effectively inhibit our ability to choose the right 

and refuse the evil.  The chronically poor or ill person may find it difficult to make 

divine choices.   

 

 Second, our personal histories can warp our ability to choose the divine life.  

The abused person may not be able to accept God’s abundance. 

 

 Third, our mental health can have a huge impact on our ability to choose.  

The depressed person may not be able to conceive of a world where there is 

emotional abundance.   
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 Last, people universally suffer from an orientation to selfishness.  We are 

inherently focussed on our best interests and personal growth.  We want what we 

want and make decisions based on that—even if what we want is neither good 

for us nor good for others.   

 

 For the Christian, hope in a time of despair is not about fixing up our 

circumstances.  God does not protect you personally from Covid-19.  Wearing a 

mask and washing your hands does.  Hope for the Christian is living the divine 

life of God as represented in Christ despite our circumstances.   

 

 Now, for those people who want to live the life of Christ but are just finding 

it too difficult right now, let’s trust God to be God.  That means, let’s trust him to 

be compassionate, loving, kind and forgiving.  Remember, Jesus was like us in all 

things, just without sin.  So, God has a personal knowledge of what it means to 

be a human being.  We can trust him to understand us and our choices far better 

that we can.  We trust God to be God especially when we can’t trust ourselves to 

be like Jesus.   

 

 In a parallel fashion, let’s also trust the Church to be the Church.  That is, 

the Church is the Body of Christ, which, according to Paul, is to respond to the 

inability to choose the divine life with this:   

If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member 

is honoured, all rejoice together with it.  Now you are the Body 

of Christ and individually members of it.5 

Rather than respond with judgement and condemnation, let’s as a body choose 

to respond with compassion and grace.  Let’s choose the divine life with respect 

to one another, working to be a conduit of hope to others even in the midst of 

their circumstances.   

 

 Such is the life for which God created us as individuals and us as the 

Church.  The abundant life of love, compassion, justice, righteousness and grace 

is the goal for which we were created.  Choosing this life in the here and now will 

provide a foretaste of the genuine life to come.  This is our hope.  AMEN.   

 
5 1 Corinthians 12:26-27. 


