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Blue Christmas: A Service of Hope and Comfort
We welcome you this evening to this service of hope. We gather in
the knowledge that we are not alone in pain, nor has God

abandoned us there.

GATHERING

Words of Welcome
Call to Worship (from Isaiah 9)

The people who lived in darkness have seen a great light; on those who
lived in a land of deep shadow a light has shone.
For the yoke that was weighing upon
them, and the burden on their shoulders,
you have broken in pieces, O God, our Renewer.

Collect (we pray together)

God of Mercy,
hear our prayer in this season
for ourselves and those we love who
live with the painful memories of
loss.
We ask your strength for today,

courage for tomorrow and peace for the past. We ask these things in
the name of your Christ who shares our life in joy and sorrow, death
and new birth, despair and promise. Amen.

Carol: O Little Town of Bethlehem (120)
verses 1 & 2
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SCRIPTURE, POEMS, AND REFLECTION

Our first reading this evening comes from the Hebrew

Bible, the Book of the Prophet Isaiah. It was written at a

time when many of the people of Judah had been taken as

exiles into Babylon, and were feeling crushed and without

hope. This passage reminds them that it is non other than

God who will deliver them.

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.

Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has

served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has

received double for all her sins.

A voice cries out: "In the wilderness prepare the way of

God, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.

Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low;

the uneven ground shall become level,

and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the LORD shall be

revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of God has

spoken."

A voice says, "Cry out!" And I said, "What shall I cry?" All

people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the

field. The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of

God blows upon it; surely the people are grass.

The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our

God will stand forever. Get you up to a high mountain, herald of good

tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good

tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah,

"Here is your God!"

See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and God's arm

rules; and the reward is with God, and God's recompense goes before.



4
God will feed the flock like a shepherd; and will gather the lambs in the

arms, and carry them in the bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.

(Pause)

Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting

God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. God does not faint or grow

weary; God's understanding is unsearchable. The LORD gives power to

the faint, and strengthens the power- less. Even youths will faint and be

weary, and the young will fall exhausted;

but those who wait for God shall renew their strength,

they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be

weary, they shall walk and not faint.

(Isaiah 40:1-11, 28-31)

In a time of silence, hear what the Spirit is saying.

(silence)
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Poem: In December Darkness

(Anne Weems)

The whole world waits in December darkness for a glimpse of the Light of God.
Even those who snarl “Hum bug!”
and chase away the carolers
have been seen looking toward the skies.
The one who declared he never would forgive has forgiven, and those who left
home have returned, and even wars are halted, if briefly as the whole world looks
starward.
In the December darkness
we peer from our windows
watching for an angel with rainbow wings

to announce the Hope of the World.

Our second lesson comes to us from the Gospel of Luke.

Mary, a young Jewish girl has been visited by an angel who

tells her that she is to bear a child. She visits her cousin

Elizabeth and proclaims one of the greatest oracles of hope

that humanity has ever heard. That God cares, protects, and upholds those

who are broken.

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a

Judean town in the hill country, where she entered the

house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When

Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the child leaped in her

womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and

exclaimed with a loud cry, "Blessed are you among

women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.

And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my

Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of

your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. And

blessed is she who believed that there would be a

fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord."

And Mary said:
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"My soul magnifies the Lord,

and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,

God has looked with favour on the lowliness of this servant.

Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;

for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is God's name.

God's mercy is for those who fear God from generation to generation.

God has shown strength with the arm; and has scattered the proud in the

thoughts of their hearts.

God has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the

lowly; has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away

empty.

God has helped Israel, in remembrance of God's mercy,

according to the promise made to our ancestors, and to their descendants

forever." (Luke 1:39-55)

In a time of silence, hear what the Spirit is saying. (Silence)

Poem: The Coming of God
Anne Weems)
Our God is the One who comes to us in a burning bush,
in an angel’s song,
in a newborn child.
Our God is the One who cannot be found locked in the church,
not even in the sanctuary.
Our God will be where God will be
with no restraints,
no predictability.
Our God lives where our God lives, and destruction has no power and even death cannot
stop the living.
Our God will be born where God will be born,
but there is no place to look for the One who comes to us. When God is ready
God will come
even to a godforsaken place
like a stable in Bethlehem.
Watch . . .
for you know not when
God comes.
Watch, that you might be found
Whenever, wherever God comes

Carol: Lo How a Rose E’re Blooming (117)
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Our third reading is also from the Gospel of Luke. It is the story of Mary

and Joseph travelling to Bethlehem. It was here that Jesus was born, not

in a palace, but in a stable. God was manifest that night, not to royalty or

in power and glory; but to ordinary folk, scared and on the fringes of

society, for whom there was no room in the inn.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the

world should be registered. This was the first registration and was

taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own

towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in

Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was

descended from the house and family of David. He went to be

registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was

expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to

deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped

him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no

place for them in the inn. (Luke 2:1-7)

In a time of silence, hear what the Spirit is saying.

(Silence)
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Poem: The Christmas Spirit

(Anne Weems)

The Christmas spirit
is that hope
which tenaciously clings to
the hearts of the faithful
and announces
in the face
of any Herod the world can produce
and all the inn doors slammed in our faces and all the dark nights of our souls
that with God
all things still are possible,
and even now
unto us
a Child is born!

A Few Words of Comfort and Hope

LITURGY OF REMEMBERING

Lighting of the Advent Wreath

One: This first candle we light to remember those whomwe have
loved and lost. We remember their names, their faces, their
voices, the memory that binds us to them in this season.

All: May God's eternal love surround them.

One: This second candle we light is to redeem the pain of loss: the
loss of relationships, the loss of jobs, the loss of health. We gather
up the pain of the past and offer it to God, asking that from God's
hands we will receive the gift of peace.

All: Refresh, restore, renew us O God, and lead us into your
future.

One: This third candle we light is to remember ourselves this
Christmas time.
We pause and remember these past weeks, and months; the
disbelief, the anger, the down times, the poignancy of



9

reminiscing, the hugs and handshakes of family and friends, all
those who have stood with us.
We give thanks for all the support we have known.

All: Let us remember that dawn defeats darkness.

One: This fourth candle is lit to remember our faith and the gift of
hope which the Christmas story offers to us.
We remember that God who shares our life promises us a place
and time of no more pain and suffering.

All: Let us remember the One who shows the way, who brings
the truth and who bears the light.

Sharing of the Light
One: We share this light, remembering our pain and anticipating the

gift of new birth in this season.

All: We receive this light as a sign of the hope that is growing
with us.

One: As we sing Silent Night you are invited to come forward and
light a candle for a loved one, for a memory, for a prayer of
hope, and place it before the altar.

Carol: Silent Night (119)



All: Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive them that trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Carol: O Little Town of Bethlehem (120) verses 3 & 4

BENEDICTION and DISMISSAL

(Please feel free to stay and pray as long as you like you like, but we do
ask that you pray and leave in silence in respect of others.)
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