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Opening  
You lavish love upon us. Make us people of extravagant love. 
 
Prayer  
Holy God, lover of our souls, we come before you as people created by and for love: Gather us in 
this time to hear again your word of love, to renew our trust in its breadth and depth. In the sacrifice 
of your love for us, may we find renewal and be your love in the world. Amen. 
 
Meditation  
Look  
what happens to the scale  
when love holds it.  
It stops working.  

-Kafir (c.1440-1518)  
 
Where might we love abundantly this week? 
 
Scripture – Hosea 11:1-4 (Contemporary English Version – CEV) 
When Israel was a child, I loved him, 
    and out of Egypt I called my son. 
The more I called them, 
    the more they went from me; 
they kept sacrificing to the Baals, 
    and offering incense to idols. 
Yet it was I who taught Ephraim to walk, 
    I took them up in my arms; 
    but they did not know that I healed them. 
I led them with cords of human kindness, 
    with bands of love. 
I was to them like those 
    who lift infants to their cheeks. 
    I bent down to them and fed them. 
 (Be still and aware) 

Poem – “Bible Study” by Tony Hoagland  
Who would have imagined that I would have to go 
a million miles away from the place where I was born 
to find people who would love me? 
And that I would go that distance and that I would find those people? 
 
In the dream JoAnne was showing me how much arm to amputate 
if your hand gets trapped in the gears of the machine; 
if you acted fast, she said, you could save everything above the wrist. 



You want to keep a really sharp blade close by, she said. 
 
Now I raise that hand to scratch one of those nasty little 
scabs on the back of my head, and we sit outside and watch 
the sun go down, inflamed as an appendicitis 
over western Illinois — which then subsides and cools into a smooth gray sea. 
 
Who knows, this might be the last good night of summer. 
My broken nose is forming an idea of what’s for supper. 
Hard to believe that death is just around the corner. 
What kind of idiot would think he even had a destiny? 
 
I was on the road for so long by myself, 
I took to reading motel Bibles just for company. 
Lying on the chintz bedspread before going to sleep, 
still feeling the motion of the car inside my body, 
I thought some wrongness in my self had made me that alone. 
 
And God said, You are worth more to me 
than one hundred sparrows. 
And when I read that, I wept. 
And God said, Whom have I blessed more than I have blessed you? 
 
And I looked at the mini bar 
and the bad abstract hotel art on the wall 
and the dark TV set watching like a deacon. 
 
And God said, Survive. And carry my perfume among the perishing. 
	

Prayers  
Jesus, Holy One of God,  
You embodied love for us.  
 
Jesus, Holy One of God,  
You accepted love from all who offered.  
 
Jesus, Holy One of God,  
We acknowledge our need for your love.  
 
Teach us, we pray: The courage to both give and receive love, the humility to admit when we have 
not loved well, and the faith to trust that your love is enough 
 

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS, THE WORLD, AND ONESELF  
 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 



your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.   Amen. 
 
Holy Spirit, fill us with godly love.  
Free us from all that resists loving and being loved.  
Empower us to love as Jesus did.  
In his gracious name we pray. Amen. 
 
You lavish love upon us. Make us people of extravagant love. 
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