
   

 

DEC  27 2020 

     St. Hilda’s By the Sea Anglican Church  
 Open Doors ∙  Open Hearts ∙  Open Minds  

Whoever you are, and wherever you find yourself in your journey of faith,  
you will find a place at our table at St. Hilda’s Anglican Church.  Come as you are.  

There are many ways and there is no one particular way to be a part of this  
vibrant community.  Join us today with an open mind, and be prepared  

to discover a home for your spirit that is inclusive, incarnational, and joyful. 

Presider & Preacher:  The Rev Richard Hergesheimer 
Deacon:  The Ven Bruce Morris 
Musician:  Katherine Hume 

Reader:  Annie Webb 
Prayers:  Diane Marshall 
Altar Guild:  Win Wright 

1st Sunday after Christmas 
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   The Gathering of Community  

Introduction & Welcome 

Opening Hymn ................................ Good Christians All, Rejoice   CP 153  

1. Good Christians all, rejoice with heart and soul and voice! 

 Listen now to what we say:  Jesus Christ is born today; 

 ox and ass before him bow and he is in the manger now! 

 Christ is born today; Christ is born today! 
 

2. Good Christians all, rejoice with heart and soul and voice! 

 Hear the news of endless bliss:  Jesus Christ was born for this; 

 he has opened heaven’s door and we are blessed for evermore! 

 Christ was born for this; Christ was born for this. 
 

3. Good Christians all, rejoice with heart and soul and voice! 

 Now you need not fear the grave; Jesus Christ was born to save: 

 come at his most gracious call to find salvation, one and all! 

 Christ was born to save; Christ was born to save. 
 

Greeting  
 Presider In this time and place,  

  we gather on the ancestral territory of the shíshálh Nation.  

 People From many places and peoples  

  we come to this house of prayer. 

 Presider In this time and place, 

  we give thanks for the light of God that shines in the darkness. 

 People A light no darkness can quench. 

 Presider In this time and place, 

  we give thanks for the light and peace  

  of Jesus Christ the Word made flesh. 

 People The light of all people. 

 Presider In this time and place, 

  we pray that the Spirit of God  

  will be renewed in our hearts and minds 

 People That we might be the light of God in the world. 

 Presider In this time and place, together, one people of God. 

 People In the name of God, 

  Source of all being, Eternal Word and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

The Collect of the Day 
 Presider God of promise, 

 All you renew your gift to those whose faces are lined  

  and whose hearts are filled by the passage of years:  

  help us, with Simeon and Anna,  
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  to see beyond the surface  

  the face and heart of God  

  in Jesus Christ, the given Child.  Amen. 
 

  The Proclamation of the Word  

First Reading:  Isaiah 61:10--62:3 ................................................... Mike Starr 

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 

 my whole being shall exult in my God; 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 

 he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 

 and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 

 and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 

so the LORD GOD will cause righteousness and praise 

 to spring up before all the nations. 
 

For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 

 and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, 

until her vindication shines out like the dawn, 

 and her salvation like a burning torch. 

The nations shall see your vindication, 

 and all the kings your glory; 

and you shall be called by a new name 

 that the mouth of the LORD will give. 

You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, 

 and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.   Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 148  read all together 
1 Hallelujah! 

  Praise the Lord from the heavens; 

  praise God in the heights. 
2 Praise the Lord all you angels; 

  sing praises, all you heavenly host. 
3  Praise the Lord, sun and moon; 

  sing praises, all you shining stars. 
4 Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens, 

  sing praises, you waters above the heavens. 
5 Let them praise the name of the Lord; 

  who gave the command and they were created, 
6 who made them stand fast for ever and ever, 

  who gave them a law which shall not pass away. 
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7 Praise the Lord from the earth, 

  you sea-monsters and all deeps; 
8 fire and hail, snow and fog, 

  tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 
9 mountains and all hills, 

  fruit trees and all cedars; 
10 wild beasts and all cattle, 

  creeping things and wingèd birds; 
11 sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, 

  princes and all rulers of the world; 
12 young men and young women, 

  old and young together. 
13 Let them praise the name of the Lord, 

  whose name only is exalted, 

  whose splendour is over earth and heaven. 
14 The Lord has raised up strength for this people 

  and praise for all loyal servants, 

  the children of Israel, 

  a people who are near to the Lord. 

  Hallelujah! 
  

 Glory to God, Source of all being, 

  Eternal Word and Holy Spirit; 

 As it was in the beginning is now 

  and shall be for ever.  Amen. 
 

Second Reading:   Galatians 4:4-7 .................................................... Mike Starr 

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a 

woman, born under the law, in order to redeem those who were under 

the law, so that we might receive adoption as children.  And because 

you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, cry-

ing, ‘Abba! Father!’  So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a 

child then also an heir, through God. 
 

 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.   Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Hymn .............. Lord, Let Your Servant Go in Peace   vs. 1  CP 266 

1. Lord, let your servant go in peace: 

 your promises have been fulfilled; 

 your saving power has been displayed 

 before the face of all the world. 
 

The Gospel     Luke 2:22-40 

 Deacon May God be with you 

 People  And also with you 
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 Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 

 People  Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

After the reading 

 Deacon The Gospel of Christ 

 People  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Gradual Hymn ............... Lord, Let Your Servant Go in Peace vs. 1  CP 266 

2. My eyes have seen salvation’s dawn: 

 the Sun of life ascending bright; 

 your people’s glory evermore, 

 the nations’ everlasting light. 
 

Sermon ............................................................... The Rev. Richard Hergesheimer 

Music for Reflection ...................................................... Behold that Star 
Music by Thomas W. Talley; Arranged for piano by Mark Hayes  

 

Affirmation of Faith from Iona Abbey 

 Presider With the whole church, 

 All we affirm 

  that we are made in God’s image, 

  befriended by Christ, 

  empowered by the Spirit. 
 

 Presider With people everywhere, 

 All we affirm 

  God’s goodness at the heart of humanity, 

  planted more deeply 

  than all that is wrong. 
 

 Presider With all creation, 

 All we celebrate 

  the miracle and wonder of life; 

  the unfolding purposes of God, 

  forever at work in ourselves and the world. 
 

The Prayers of the People ............................................Stephanie Moul 

Christmas has come to us, yet the longed for gatherings at home, round the table, or 

in the sacred spaces of our church, has not happened.  Yet the Christmas message 

of hope, peace, joy and love is always present for us, the presence of the Great 

Mystery that is as present as the air we breathe.  Hope, peace, joy and love are not 

temporary, and are with us as we renew the work that is really what Christmas is 

about.  Let us renew our work of carrying this to all the world.  The long hours of 

dark now begin to turn toward the light, day by day bringing us more light. 

 In our fragmented world,  Let us be carriers of hope. 
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We give thanks for each one who has brought groceries and necessities to those 

having to isolate around COVID, they are blessed.  We give thanks for all those 

who continue to provide shelter and meals for those who are homeless.  Blessed 

are those who have walked gently beside those who have come to the end of their 

journey on earth.  Comfort them in their grief.  Blessed are those who quietly and 

often unseen, wash the floors and collect the garbage in the maze of hospitals and 

care homes.  Blessed are those who stumble and fall, get up and try again, whose 

courage to keep living is beautiful.  
 

Thank you Holy One for how we see the light of the Divine in every human face, 

in the life of all living things.  For every prisoner, whether incarcerated or in hu-

man slavery, may they know they are loved and of immense value.  May the 

wounds that each human carries, find insight and healing, and the courage to begin 

again.  We do not forget the millions of people globally whose poverty, employ-

ment, food supplies are deeply impacted by COVID.  May we listen for their voic-

es and do what we can.  May each one of us be diligent to do what is necessary to 

keep ourselves, those we love, and the community safe in this time of COVID.  Be 

with all those who are working to get the vaccine to all people.  We think of the 

most vulnerable in our communities and hold them in love.  May they be kept safe. 

 In our fragmented world,  Let us be carriers of peace. 
 

The story of Christmas is not about power but about humility and love.  May each 

person in leadership at spiritual communities, municipal offices, Government of-

fices, and any other leadership office, have their heart turned to humility and love.  

May it be where they live from, speak from and lead from.  Blessed are those who 

have run out of strength, ideas, will power, resolve or energy.  Blessed are those 

who support them and do so from the place of humility and peace.  Blessed are 

those who have worked tirelessly to keep St Hilda’s functioning.  May loving sup-

port fill their inner reserves as the isolation and COVID continues.  May our new 

rector, Rev Steve Black, and his family have the courage they need as their lives 

change and they become part of our community here. 

 In our fragmented world,  Let us be carriers of joy. 
 

We think of each person who is sitting with loss and grief, illness, and fear.  We 

hold them in the spaciousness of Love.  Let us name together those on our prayer 

list and silently or aloud any we will to hold in this space of Love. 

 Edith Glass,  Will Goddard,  Janet McConnell,  

 Daun Newman,  Lorelei Reier,  Robert  

 Sher & Morrie Sacks,  Paula Selmayr & family 

 Lee Steels,  Barbara Weatherington 
 

 In our fragmented world,  Let us be carriers of Love. 
 

As we come to the end of 2020, we are grateful for all that we do have, when so 

much has been lost.  We are grateful for this community, even when we do not get 

together with each other.  It is with gratitude that we will leave this year and, with 

gratitude, we will begin the next year.  Carrying hope, peace, joy and love we 

begin again the work of Christmas. 
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When the song of the angels is stilled,   

When the star in the sky is gone,   

When the kings and princes are home,   

When the shepherds are back with their flock,  

The work of Christmas begins: 
To find the lost, To heal the broken, To feed the hungry, To release the prisoner, 
To rebuild the nations, To bring peace among others, To make music in the heart. 

Amen.       ~Howard Thurman 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 Presider When the Lord comes, 

  he will bring to light those things now hidden in darkness, 

  and will disclose the purposes of the heart. 

  Therefore in the light of Christ,  

  let us confess our sins. 
   

  A period of silence is kept. 
 

 Presider God be gracious to us and bless us, 

  and make your face shine upon us: 

  Lord, have mercy. 

 People Lord, have mercy. 
 

 Presider May your ways be known upon the Earth, 

  your saving power among the nations: 

Christ, have mercy. 

 People Christ, have mercy. 
 

 Presider You, Lord, have made known your salvation, 

  and reveal your justice in the sight of the nations: 

  Lord, have mercy. 

 People Lord, have mercy. 
 

 Presider God knows your pain and your suffering, and has shared it. 

  Jesus has commanded you to forebear and forgive, 

  and return to the God whose arms are always open to embrace. 

  God, pardon and forgive you your sins, 

  confirm and strengthen you in goodness, 

  and keep you in eternal life, 

  through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

  In the tender compassion of our God, 

  the dawn from on high has broken upon us, 

  to shine on those who dwell in darkness 

  and the shadow of death, 

  and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
 

  The peace of God be always with you. 

 People And also with you. 
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Offertory Hymn.............................. O Little Town of Bethlehem   CP 121  
1. O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 

 Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 

 yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light; 

 the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
 

2. For Christ is born of Mary; and, gathered all above, 

 while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love. 

 O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth, 

 and praises sing to God the King, and peace to all the earth. 
 

3. How silently, how silently the wondrous Gift is given 

 as love imparts to human heart the blessings of God's heaven! 

 No ear may hear his coming but in this world of sin, 

 where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 
 

4. O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 

 cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today. 

 We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 

 O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel.  
 

Prayer over the Gifts 
 Presider God of light,  

 People in the birth of your Son we see your glory. 

  May we who share in this mystery 

  grow daily in your love. 

  This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.  Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Family Thanksgiving & Announcements 
 

Doxology 
 Presider Glory to God, 

 All  whose power, working in us,  

  can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.   
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  Glory to God from generation to generation,  

  in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever.   

  Amen. 
 

Blessing    
 

Closing Hymn ........................... Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing   CP 138 

1. O Hark! The herald angels sing, 

 "Glory to the new-born King, 

 peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

 God and sinners reconciled." 

 Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 

 join the triumph of the skies; 

 with the angelic hosts proclaim, 

 "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
 

Refrain Hark! the herald angels sing, 

 "Glory to the newborn King."  
 

2. Christ, by highest heaven adored; 

 Christ, the everlasting Lord; 

 late in time behold him come, 

 offspring of a virgin's womb. 

 Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 

 hail, the incarnate Deity, 

 pleased as one of us to dwell, 

 Jesus, our Emmanuel!    Refrain 
  

3. Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 

 Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 

 Light and life to all he brings, 

 risen with healing in his wings, 

 Mild he lays his glory by, 

 born that we no more may die, 

 born to raise each child of earth, 

 born to give us second birth.    Refrain 
 

Dismissal 
 

Organ Postlude  
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Our New Rector Arrives Next Sunday!  On January 3rd we welcome a new year, 

and (drum roll please!) we'll welcome our new priest, Rev Steve Black.  Please 

join us in force on Zoom to give Steve a great St. Hilda's welcome, and support 

him as he begins his ministry with us.  May the Holy Spirit lead us together on this 

journey.  
 

Thank You Hergy!   We are so grateful to Rev Richard Hergesheimer for his 

support this last two months, ministering to us on Sundays and caring for our pas-

toral needs in his special 'Hergy' way.  What a gift to have had your reassuring 

presence with us in this challenging time.  Blessings to you and Trudy. 
 

Thank you to Katherine and Bruce for a wonderful Carol Sing-Along and Crumb-

Fest Celebration!  
 

Happy Holidays Karen!  A huge thanks to Karen for her amazing creative efforts 

in Dec, and wishing her a relaxing well-deserved vacation this week. 
 

Archdeacon Stephen Muir:  The Wardens, Search Committee, and Parish Coun-

cil thank you for all your support and efforts on our behalf this year, and even be-

coming our Priest-in-Charge these last two months!  We really appreciate your 

contributions and wish you and Shannon, and your family all the best in 2021. 
 

St. Hilda’s Office will be closed from December 29 - January 1.  Regular hours 

will resume on Tuesday January 5, 2021. 
 

2021 Offering Envelopes:  2021 envelopes have been delivered.  Please note that 

your envelope number may have changed so it is really IMPORTANT that you 

don’t use the old number in 2021 (please recycle your old envelopes).  Donations 

starting in January 2021 should be marked with your 2021 number.  Envelope us-

ers have decreased so we downsized from 120 to 80 envelope sets.  If you give 

once or twice a year or by Preauthorized Donation or by e-transfer, envelopes are 

available upon request.  But don't worry, you will get your income tax receipt.  –
Maggie Scott, Envelope Secretary 
 

PWRDF:  Participate in the annual Advent/Christmas initiative from the Primate's 

World Relief and Development Fund.  Support PWRDF's World of Gifts.  

Click HERE  

Parish Events and Notices 

This Sunday’s liturgy has been compiled from various sources, including:  

· Greeting adapted from Gathering Sentences for the Church Y ear from Diocese of New Westminster 

· Collect from Prayers for an Inclusive Church by Steven Shakespeare, is ©Steven Shakespeare, 2008. 

Published by Canterbury Press. Used and adapted by permission. rights@hymnsam.co.uk  

· Psalm text from A Liturgical Psalter (5th ed) Pointed for Psalm Tones by The Rev Dr Richard Geof-

frey Leggett and Pointed by The Rev James Brown. 

· Affirmation of Faith Source: Iona Abbey 

· Confession from A Prayer Book for New Zealand (Auckland:  William Collins, © 1988), 478. 

· Prayer over the Gifts from BAS 

https://pwrdf.org/get-involved/shop-pwrdfs-world-of-gifts/
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Readings for January 3,  First Sunday after Christmas 
1st Reading:  Isaiah 60:1-6 Reader:  Annie Webb 
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14  Prayers:  Diane Marshall 
Gospel:  Matthew 2:1-12 

Offering Options 
1) PAD (pre-authorized giving):  Download PAD form, from website http://

www.sthilda.ca/pages/giving or have Karen email you the form.  Fill in and 
mail directly to the Diocesan office. 

2) By cheque: place cheque in your numbered donation envelope, and either 
mail it to St Hilda’s at Box 302, Sechelt, BC, V0N 3A0, OR, drop it through 
the mail slot outside the church office door.  NO CASH! 

3) Online through Canada Helps:  go to Giving (http://www.sthilda.ca/pages/
giving) and click on the “Donate Online” button.  Follow the steps. 

4) E-Transfer:  Go online and sign into your banking site.  Select E-Transfer 
and the email to send to is:  sthildadonations@gmail.com.  You will set up 
your security question as “God loves a cheerful?” and the answer:  “Giver”  
Please use ‘message’ area to include your envelope no. (if you have one) and 
how you wish your donation allocated, otherwise it will be directed to Gen-
eral Operating Fund.  

5) If none of the above (or you need a cash option) contact Envelope Secre-
tary (Maggie Scott) 604-885-3312, to arrange for your envelope to be picked 
up once a month.  

Week At-a-Glance at St. Hilda’s  

Sun 27 10:00 am Morning Prayer  Online Only 

Sun 03 10:00 am Morning Prayer  Online Only 

http://www.sthilda.ca/pages/giving
http://www.sthilda.ca/pages/giving
http://www.sthilda.ca/pages/giving
http://www.sthilda.ca/pages/giving
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St. Hilda’s By the Sea Anglican Church 
5838 Barnacle Street    PO Box 302   Sechelt, BC  V0N 3A0    Phone:  604. 885 .50 19  

Email:  admin@sthilda.ca    Website:  www.sthilda.ca   F a c eb o o k . co m / s th i l d a  
 

Rector ..............................The Rev Dr. Steve Black ................ rector@sthilda.ca  ... 885-5019 
Deacon ................... The Ven Bruce Morris ...... bmorris@vancouver.anglican.ca ... 740-6408 
Associate Priest ............... The Rev Richard Hergesheimer .... hergy@emit.com ... 885-3531 
Music Director .................Katherine Hume ......................... khpiano@telus.net ... 885-2069 
Bishop’s Warden ..............Carol Eades .......................... eadescarol@gmail.com ... 886-9646 
People’s Warden ..............Mike Starr ..................................... starrmj@me.com ... 961-9256 
Associate Warden ............Jill Halliwell ........................ jcwellspring@gmail.com ... 885-1994 
Envelope Secretary ..........Maggie Scott .................. maggiescott76@gmail.com .... 885-3312 
Office Administrator ........Karen Weatherington .................. admin@sthilda.ca .... 885-5019 

Parish Prayer for the Week  

Anglican  
Communion 

Pray for Christians in other denominations and the work of the ecu-

menical movement 

Diocese & 
Partners 

St. John the Evangelist, N Vancouver - The Rev Patrick Blaney 

St. Stephen the Martyr, Burnaby - The Rev Ruth Monette 

St. Stephen, W Vancouver - The Rev Canon Jonathan Lloyd 

————————————— 
Holy Trinity Mission in Bantey (twinned with St. Hilda’s) 

Companion Diocese:  Bishop Brent Alawas, & the Clergy & People 

of the Episcopal Diocese of Northern Philippines  

BC Synod of the ELCIC, Bishop Gregory Mohr 

Local Agencies  Friendly Visitors Program 

Local Churches Christ the King 

Justice Umbrella Kairos (an ecumenical social & eco-justice organization) 

SC syiyaya Reconciliation Movement 

Prayer Requests Rev Steve Black & family: in time of transition 

Edith Glass 

Will Goddard: healing from COVID 

Janet McConnell 

Daun Newman:  preparing to be bone marrow donor 

Lorelei Reier:  strength while undergoing chemo 

Robert: brother of Anne Webb 

Sher & Morrie Sacks: comfort & peace 

Paula Selmayr & family:  comfort and peace 

Lee Steels:  recovery from open heart surgery 

Barbara Weatherington: peace & comfort in vascular dementia 

Parish Families Martin & Anna Linsley, Janet McIntosh & Steve Luchkow, 

Cort & Alison Lynch, Gayle MacDonald 

Prayer requests are listed for 4 weeks - to extend, please contact the office. 

mailto:admin@sthilda.ca
http://www.sthilda.ca

