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Opening  
You lavish love upon us. Make us people of extravagant love. 
 
Prayer  
Holy God, lover of our souls, we come before you as people created by and for love: Gather us in 
this time to hear again your word of love, to renew our trust in its breadth and depth. In the sacrifice 
of your love for us, may we find renewal and be your love in the world. Amen. 
 
Meditation  
Look  
what happens to the scale  
when love holds it.  
It stops working.  

-Kafir (c.1440-1518)  
 
Where might we love abundantly this week? 
 
Scripture – Micah 6:6-8 (Contemporary English Version – CEV) 
“With what shall I come before the LORD, 
    and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
    with calves a year old? 
Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 
    with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
    the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
    and what does the LORD require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
    and to walk humbly with your God? 
 (Be still and aware) 

Poem – “To Live in the Mercy of God” by Denise Levertov  
To lie back under the tallest 
oldest trees. How far the stems 
rise, rise 
               before ribs of shelter 
                                           open! 
 
To live in the mercy of God. The complete 
sentence too adequate, has no give. 
Awe, not comfort. Stone, elbows of 
stony wood beneath lenient 



moss bed. 
 
And awe suddenly 
passing beyond itself. Becomes 
a form of comfort. 
                      Becomes the steady 
air you glide on, arms 
stretched like the wings of flying foxes. 
To hear the multiple silence 
of trees, the rainy 
forest depths of their listening. 
 
To float, upheld, 
                as salt water 
                would hold you, 
                                        once you dared. 
          
                  . 
 
To live in the mercy of God. 
 
To feel vibrate the enraptured 
 
waterfall flinging itself 
unabating down and down 
                              to clenched fists of rock. 
Swiftness of plunge, 
hour after year after century, 
                                                   O or Ah 
uninterrupted, voice 
many-stranded. 
                              To breathe 
spray. The smoke of it. 
                              Arcs 
of steelwhite foam, glissades 
of fugitive jade barely perceptible. Such passion— 
rage or joy? 
                              Thus, not mild, not temperate, 
God’s love for the world. Vast 
flood of mercy 
                      flung on resistance. 
	

Prayers  
Jesus, Holy One of God,  
You embodied love for us.  
 
Jesus, Holy One of God,  



You accepted love from all who offered.  
 
Jesus, Holy One of God,  
We acknowledge our need for your love.  
 
Teach us, we pray: The courage to both give and receive love, the humility to admit when we have 
not loved well, and the faith to trust that your love is enough 
 

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS, THE WORLD, AND ONESELF  
 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.   Amen. 
 
Holy Spirit, fill us with godly love.  
Free us from all that resists loving and being loved.  
Empower us to love as Jesus did.  
In his gracious name we pray. Amen. 
 
You lavish love upon us. Make us people of extravagant love. 
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