
Worship Outline for January 3, 2021 

The Second Sunday after Christmas and the Sunday Before Epiphany   
 

Introduction and Land Acknowledgement  

 

Lighting the Christ Candle  

 

Gathering words:  

God of God, light of light, we bless you.  

Object of the Magi’s search, subject of an old man’s song, fulfillment of the Baptist’s preaching, 

we bless you.  

Mary’s son, Joseph’s son, God’s only son, we bless you.  

 

Opening prayer:  

God of the Ages; you called the wise ones to travel from far away to find Jesus.  You call us to 

journey into the unknown.  We know that you go with us even if the steps we take are new and 

sometimes uncertain and unfamiliar.  Assure us, in this time of worship, that you do go with us. 

Grant us the courage to open our lives to the new opportunities that lie ahead.  Amen.  

 

Hymn:   VU 87  “I am the Light of the World” 

   

Readings:  

Isaiah 60:1-6  Arise, shine; for your light has come  

Matthew 2:1-12  The visit of the magi  

 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church  

And let us give thanks.  

 

Reflection  

 

Offering  

 

Offertory:   VU 55  “In the Bleak Midwinter”  vs. 4 

 

Prayer of Confession  

 

Passing of the Peace  

 

Communion Hymn:  VU 468  “Let Us Talents & Tongues Employ” 

 

Communion 

God be with you.  

And also with you.  



Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them up to God.  

Let us give thanks to God.  

It is right to give God thanks and praise.  

Celebrating at the Table: 

 

The wise ones followed the star to find the Christ child.  And we, today, still follow.  Sometimes the 

journey is easy, the sky is clear and the star leading us shines bright.  Other times the sky is obscured, 

and we do not know which way to travel.  It is here at this table that we find nourishment and rest, with 

Christ, with one another.  So whether you find yourself under clear skies, or shrouded in fog and cloud, 

you are welcome here. 

 

Now may the presence of the risen Christ, bread of life and cup of blessing, be made known to us in this 

meal shared together.   

 

On the night of his arrest, Jesus renewed God’s covenant promise.  He took bread, and having 

given thanks, he broke it open and offered it to those who sat with him, and said, “Take this and 

eat it.  When you share in this bread together, I will be with you.” 

In the same way, at the close of the meal, he poured the cup of blessing, raised it in thanks to 

God, and passed it among them and said, “This cup I pour out for you is the seal of a new 

covenant, for the liberation of all people.  When you drink it together, I will be with you.” 

Remembering the birth of Jesus, life, light and love in the form of a child, we remember also his 

life, death and resurrection.  We remember how through him the world finds new ways to live 

peace, live justice, live hope.  

 

Let us pray.  God of starlight and sunlight, you set the heavens in place and created all that exists 

around them.  You created people to live on the earth and gave us guidance in following you.  Many 

times, as a whole people or each of us individually, have set out on our journeys, have realized the end 

of our chosen paths, have needed to begin again.  Always you are with us.  

 

In these final days of the Christmas season, on the edge of Epiphany, we remember the new beginning 

which arrived in the life of Jesus.  Swaddled, in a manger.  No matter where we are in our journey, with 

every joy and sorrow we hold, you love us fully and completely.  Holy Spirit, we pray that you would be 

poured out in this meal.  That you may draw us into the presence of the risen Christ.  This we pray, as 

your son taught us to pray: 

 

Prayer of Jesus 

 

Let us share in bread of grain, juice of grape, honouring and celebrating Christ.  

 The bread of life!  The cup of blessing!  

 

(Communion is served) 



 

Post Communion Prayer: 

Gathered and nourished, we are reminded of the luminous guidance awaiting, the light that shines in all 

the world and calls to the light in each of us.  

 

Benediction  

 

Sung Response:  VU 967  “Amen”  

 

Gathering words from ‘Cloth for the Cradle:  worship resources and readings for Advent, Christmas 

and Epiphany, Iona Community Wild Goose Worship Group.  Opening prayer from Gathering:  Advent, 

Christmas, Epiphany, by Beth W Johnston, Bridging Water PC, Nipawin, Sask. (communion liturgy 

adapted from a piece written by Murray Speer and Seasons of the Spirit SeasonsFusion Advent, 

Christmas, Epiphany) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


