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OPEN 

 
Do you recall the image presented last Sunday?  It was “citizenship” which is 
“the state of being a member of a particular country and having rights because 
of it” (Cambridge Dictionary).  But the citizenship of the Christian is unique!  We 
are citizens of heaven, even though we are currently living on earth. 
 
C. S. Lewis expressed it this way.  “If we find ourselves with a desire that 
nothing in this world can satisfy, the most probable explanation is that we were 
made for another world.” 
 
Well, here we are entering a new year and it is worth drilling down a little into 
this reality.  In I Peter 1:1b-2 we read this greeting: 
 

I am writing to God’s chosen people who are living as foreigners 
in the provinces of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and 
Bithynia.  God the Father knew you and chose you long ago, 
and his Spirit has made you holy. As a result, you have obeyed 
him and have been cleansed by the blood of Jesus Christ.  May 
God give you more and more grace and peace.  (NLT) 

 
Do you need more grace and peace from God?  What are your deepest 
concerns for the coming twelve months?  If we are going to walk in spiritual 
resilience, we need to embrace the truth that we are the “holy homeless”. 
 
We have come through a lot of transition in 2020 and one of those changes 
involved becoming a “homeless church” – at least where physical location is 
concerned.  If we are going to live as citizens of heaven, we need to 
understand our calling to be God’s “homeless” people on this earth. 
 
 

DIG 

 
Does it seem that these truths are in competition?  Having our true home in 
heaven, yet our temporary home on earth is actually a truth that liberates.  In I 
Peter 2:4-12 we discover two pictures which help us live as the holy homeless 
who comprise God’s family and representatives currently in this community. 
 

ONE:   God’s people pictured as structure – vv. 4-8 
 
In our present economic conditions we hear a lot about the difference between 
“brick and mortar” businesses compared to “online commerce”.  The Body of 
Christ is at the same time a visible expression of God’s Kingdom and a virtual 
expression.  Notice the way Peter expressed it in verse 5.  Christians are 
effectively “living stones…being built into a spiritual house.”  What does this 
imply? 
 
Stones must be cut, shaped, and placed according to the builder’s wisdom and 
skill.  Stones must be aligned with the foundation and cemented into place.  To 
be part of God’s building we must conform to the Cornerstone – Jesus.  Only 
then can we offer “spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God” (v.5) 
 
This helps us understand that God’s Church is not limited to a local 
congregation – though every congregation – including buildings, camps, boats, 
and more – offer physical touch points with God’s Kingdom.  The Church 
extends to a global community – which obviously cannot be contained by 
space and time!  Os Guiness writes, 
 

The call of Jesus is personal but not purely individual; Jesus 
summons his followers not only to an individual calling but also to a 
corporate calling….In the New Testament, it is not so much that 
there are different churches in different places as that there is one 
church in many places.”  (The Call: Finding and Fulfilling the 
Central Purpose of Your Life, Thomas Nelson, 1998, 93,96) 

 
So the Church is at both virtual and visible.  However, this is not something 
new to this time of pandemic! 
 
Hagia Sophia was dedicated in 537 AD.  Built on ruins of churches dated to 
360 AD, the Church of Holy Wisdom was once the largest indoor space in the 
world and largest church in the Byzantine Empire.  In 1453 Mehmet II 
conquered Constantinople and converted it to a mosque.  In 1935 Turkey 
turned it into a museum.  In July 2020 Hagia Sophia became a mosque again, 
to much outrage.  UNESCO Director-General Audrey Azoulay stated,  
 

Hagia Sophia is an architectural masterpiece and a unique 
testimony to interactions between Europe and Asia over the 
centuries. Its status as a museum reflects the universal nature of 
its heritage and makes it a powerful symbol for dialogue.  

 
As significant as the “bricks and mortar” part of Hagia Sophia’s story may be, 
nothing can change the truth of who we are as God’s living stones!  As we 
read in Ephesians 3:21-22, believers are not bound together by buildings.  We 
are brought into a unity of the Spirit so that we can be built up together as a 
dwelling for God’s Spirit.  This exciting reality cannot be ultimately determined 
by physical dimensions!   
 
 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/state
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/member
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/particular
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/country
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/rights
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/citizenship
https://whc.unesco.org/en/news/2156/


TWO:   God’s people pictured as strangers – vv. 9-12 
 
The second picture Peter provided of the Church is that we are “aliens” OR 
“foreigners” and “strangers”.  In chapter one Peter addressed his readers as 
“strangers” in a political sense.  In chapter two he explained that they were 
spiritual “resident aliens”. 
 
This is a person who lives as a legal permanent resident but is not a citizen.  
The CRA explains: “factual resident means that, although you left Canada, 
you are still considered to be a resident of Canada for income tax purposes.” 
 
Peter’s definition described Christians who are “factual residents” of heaven, 
yet we reside on this earth.  This does not mean we “check out” from serving 
and engaging with our community.  Rather, it means we do so as the 
redeemed people of God.  Here is how Peter describes the Church: 
 

• Chosen race a unique calling upon believers  -  compare with 
Paul’s phrase, “one new man” in Ephesians 2:16 

 

• Royal priesthood once reborn, we are elevated to a place of privileged 
representation – see Exodus 19:6 

 

• Holy nation Christians must be separate in character and 
behavior – see description in verses 11b-12 

 

• People for God as God’s own possession we are in intimate 
relationship with Him – see Exodus 6:7; Hosea 2:23 

 
Despite racial or any other barriers, Ephesians 2:19 explains that believers 
leave behind an alien status when united in Christ as “fellow citizens” with all 
saints.  In Him we have become God’s “household”.  This implies a complete 
change and transformation 
 

 
 
What is the difference between a butterfly and a dragonfly?  One is 
holometabolous and the other is hemimetabolous.  In other words, 
butterflies go through complete metamorphosis but dragonflies only partial.  
God’s plan for the Church is not just to change us slightly but to create 
complete transformation. 
 
 

REFLECT 

 
Check out these amazing photos of Hagia Sophia.  As you view these, ponder 
how extraordinary AND unnecessary a church building can be! 
 

If you didn’t check out last Sunday’s Digging Deeper you will find some musical 
reflection on Christ’s Incarnation.  Perhaps you have pondered that Jesus was 
incarnate.  Have you thought of Him as an immigrant?  
 
Read the story of Jesus’ escape to Egypt from Matthew 2:13-14.  Consider 
how this is an important reminder that Jesus understands what it means to be 
a foreigner politically - whether He was in Egypt or living in the Roman Empire.  
But Jesus goes beyond identifying to rectifying!  His new life in us solves the 
question of Psalm 137:4, “How can we sing the Lord’s song in a foreign land?” 
 
“The church [following the Christianized Roman empire] finds itself in a kind of 
diaspora.  It no longer governs or defines the lands in which it dwells…In 
diaspora it is in some ways freer to witness to God and God’s way of life.  In 
diaspora it has no reigning home to mistake for God’s kingdom…”  (A Peculiar 
People: The Church in a Post Christian Culture, Rodney Clapp, IVP, 1996, 
176) 
 
Concerning the practice of authentic Christian community in these modern 
days, Os Guiness offers this to consider… 
 
Why has the idea of community fallen on hard times? 
 

1. All modern people live with a greatly weakened sense of 
community compared with traditional people – due to modern 
mobility, modern media, modern work and lifestyles, and the 
saturation of modern relationships 

 
2. Modern people are prone to a recurring bias against all institutions, 

especially large institutions. 
 
3. Believers in the modern world have had their sense of the 

corporate nature of the church weakened further by the rise of the 
voluntary associations…. that shift the emphasis of moral agency 
in public life from local churches as institutions to individual 
Christians acting as individuals in public life – in association. 

 
How do we rebuild community? 
 

1. Commitment to our corporate calling means we must resolutely 
guard against modern proneness to casual individualism. 

 
2. Commitment to our corporate calling means that we must honor 

the purpose and interests of the church of Christian all our 
individual callings. 

 
3. Commitment to our corporate calling means remembering the need 

for ongoing reformation. 
 

https://www.thebyzantinelegacy.com/hagia-sophia

