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From: Praying with the Earth: A Prayerbook for Peace by John Philip Newell 
 
Opening  
Blessed are the forgiving for they are free (Matthew 5.7) 
 
Prayer of Awareness 
We wake to the forgiveness of a new day. 
We wake to the freedom to begin again. 
We wake to the mercy of the sun’s redeeming light. 
Always new, always gift, always blessing. 
We wake to the forgiveness of this new day. 
 
Be still and aware of God’s presence within and all around 
 
Scripture and Meditation 
God is merciful and gracious slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love (Psalm 103.8) 
 
Forgive not seven times but seventy times seven times (Matthew 18.22) 
 
Return evil for good and your enemy will become your friend  

(Quran – Revelations Well Expounded 41.34) 
 
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
May our enemy become our friend, O God, 
that we may share in the earth’s goodness. 
May our enemy become our friend, O God, 
that our children may meet and marry. 
May our enemy become our friend, O God, 
that we may remember our shared birth in you. 
May we grow in grace 
may we grow in gratitude 
may we grow in wisdom 
that our enemy may become our friend. 
 
Pray for peace 
 
Poem – “Wings” by Miroslav Holub 
We have 
a microsopic anatomy 
of the whale 
this 
gives 



Sources: Praying with the Earth: A Prayerbook for Peace by John Philip Newell (Eerdmans, 2011). 
Miroslav Holub, “Wings” from Poems Before & After (Bloodaxe Books, 2006). 
 
 

Man 
assurance 
WILLIAM CARLOS WILLIAMS 

 
We have    
a map of the universe 
for microbes, 
we have 
a map of a microbe 
for the universe. 
 
we have 
a Grand Master of chess 
made of electronic circuits. 
 
But above all 
we have 
the ability 
to sort peas, 
to cup water in our hands, 
to seek 
the right screw 
under the sofa 
for hours 
 
This    
gives us 
wings. 

 
Closing Prayer 
The blessings of sun, the blessings of moon 
the blessings of east and west 
to guide us on the way 
to lighten our eyes 
to strengthen our will and loving. 
The blessings of earth, the blessings of air 
the blessings of fire and of water 
to fill us with heaven 
to free us with mercy 
to stir us with flames of compassion. 


