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John 1:1-14 
Christmas Day 
May the words of my mouth and the meditations of all our hearts be 
reflections of your word to us today, in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen 

 

 Last night we heard the story of Mary and 

Joseph and their journey to Bethlehem . . . we heard 

how they couldn’t find room at the inn, so Mary gave 

birth where the animals live, right there in the 

straw. Christ was born to a couple, who like every 

other peasant in their day, couldn’t have imagined 

having a relationship with YHWH, the God of Israel. 

They might have prayed directly to lesser Gods who 

were known and worshipped at the time, but 

wouldn’t have occurred to them to try praying to 

YHWH . . . God of Israel was too mighty, too other, 

for a personal connection.1 And it is exactly to these 

people that Christ is born. God has been trying to 

teach us from the beginning that God wants to know 

us, that God seeks us out. God takes on flesh to live 

among us . . . to teach us with human words about 

God’s personal love . . . love that isn’t hidden away 

inside a temple or something to be bought and sold, 

but is available to you and me. Jesus also teaches us, 

and it’s captured best in John’s gospel, an even 

 
1 Lesley Hazleton. 

deeper and awe inspiring truth. John says, “The 

Word was in the beginning with God. All things 

came into being through them, and without them 

not one thing came into being.” We sometimes have 

a kneejerk interpretation of this text to say Jesus 

alone is the word . . . but while the synoptic gospels 

are about Jesus, John’s gospel is about Christ . . . the 

Word that became flesh in the beginning is more 

than just Jesus – it is the creative word of God that is 

embedded in all of creation.2 

 Richard Rohr puts it so beautifully . . . he says: 

Everything visible is the outpouring of God . . . and 

one word for that outpouring is Christ . . . Christ is 

where ordinary matter and spirit meet – Christ is 

the bridge between them. The part of me that is both 

physicist and theologian says, “I knew it!” The only 

thing that makes sense is that all of creation is an 

expression of God . . . that everything is holy . . .  

 The more we learn about God, the more we 

find God to be personal and available and close . . . as 

close as our very breath . . . as close as the warmth of 

our hearts . . . as close as the light within that 

animates us and gives us life.  

2 Feasting on the Word vol B1. Lewis Donelson. p. 143. 



 And on this day where we celebrate the birth 

of Christ in Jesus, on this day when we are 

particularly tuned in to the outpouring of Christ in 

the world, “may you hear today the song of God’s 

grace unfolding, the music of the world becoming, 

the beating of Christ’s own heart in, with, and under 

all creation.”3 Thanks be to God. 

 
3 Sam Hamilton Poore, Earth Gospel p. 171 


