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 Good morning. Please close your eyes gently and bring your 
inner focus to praying on this celebratory Christmas morning. 
 When you hear the words “God of Peace” please respond with 
“Hear Our Prayers.” (One practice) 
 
 Last Tuesday morning, as I drove through the tunnel on North 
Road,  newly fallen snow blanketed the woods on either side. In the 
quiet and the peace, it was beautiful and magical. In my mind, it 
foretold the old story beginning anew today. It is with eager 
anticipation that we can not only celebrate, exchange presents and 
eat a special dinner; it is also time to be thankful and to reconsider 
the message of this  child’s new life in our lives. The Babe brings 
peace, love, joy and hope with him, anew. We know that the mature 
Jesus brought many other messages to guide our lives.  It is easy to 
forget the fundamental question of how he shaped us to “be”, in the 
rush of Christmas. Honesty, sharing, acceptance, good works, 
gentleness, generosity, patience, helping, forgiveness, kindness, 
tolerance…take a few moments now to reflect on what Jesus’ gift to 
you was.   (30) 
 
“God of Peace”…”Hear our Prayers” 
 
 In this time of Covid, which is surging in the United States and 
some other countries, we know that while vaccines are on the way, it 
will be months before we see the beginning of the end of this 
particular pandemic. We will continue to need to exert self- 
discipline, to  follow the rules, and to maintain small social bubbles 
over what appears to be an endless period of time. We are aware of 
the consequences of not behaving well. And we are not happy when 
others decide not to behave well. We have provincial and federal 
governments which support us and a health system available to all.  
Here on Gabriola we have our Zoom church services. Overall, we are 
fortunate. Take a few moments now to pray and think about how you 
can  maintain the calm and steadfastness that is demanded of you.    
(30) 



 
“God of Peace”…”Hear our Prayers” 
 
  We are removed from most of the strains going on with our  
neighbours to the south, but the media news and social media is 
relentless. Stress about Covid, politics and international events chips 
away at our composure. We are looking at the president of a country 
who is creating chaos, pain, outrage, frustration, uncertainty and 
fear, all at the same time. We pray that the border remains closed. 
We pray that the new coronavirus variation does not take hold 
there. We pray for their thousands of overloaded health care 
workers and hospitals, particularly over the next weeks and months. 
And now, take a few deep breaths and moments to calm the stress 
and uncertainty that these things bring. 
 
“God of Peace”…”Hear our Prayers” 
 
 There is a saying that when you pass on, people will remember 
not what you did, but how you made them  feel. We lost congregants 
this year who made us feel that we are in community and in faith 
with each other. We have seriously ill congregants who have given 
much of themselves to us : energy, spirit, skills, and fellowship. The 
Brydges have moved to Nanaimo, and while still in touch, will be 
missed. We have others who appreciate our thoughts, calls, cards 
and prayers. We pray for Mollie, Vanessa, Jenny, Rick, Sandy, and Ted 
and all those on the Prayer Wheel.  Let us take a little time now to 
say out loud the names of others who are in our 
hearts……………………………………………………………………. 
 
“God of Peace”…”Hear our Prayers 
 
 Let us also thank the Council for their hard work , Rev. Karen 
for all her special Advent and Christmas services, the Worship 
Committee and all those who contribute to our Zoom services. You 
make us feel looked after in our church life.  
 
“God of Peace”…”Hear our Prayers” 
 



 The snow has gone but it will come again, it’s serenity 
awakening us to our closeness to You. So too will Christmas, and the 
Babe’s message to us. Unwrapped, it will stay in our hearts and 
guide us forward. 
 
“God of Peace”…”Hear our Prayers” 
 
(Please join with me in the Lord’s Prayer as printed on your screen.)  Paddy Waymark 
 

 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 


