
 
 
 

Second Sunday After Christmas 2020   
The Rev’d Canon Dr. Lorne Mitchell 
 
Hi everyone, 
It’s the second Sunday after Christmas and our gospel reading is 
from the opening prologue of the gospel of John: 
 
“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it… 
The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 
world … and to all who received him, who believed in his name, 
he gave power to become children of God.          ~ John 1:9 
 
 The Apostle John wrote these words down nearing the end of 
his life. He was probably about 80 years old.  
By then he had had many years to reflect on his life and his 
faith.  
 
He would have been quite young when he met Jesus. He was 
probably about 20 years old when he was invited to join Peter 
and James and the other early followers of the Lord.  
 
He was a young witness to Jesus’ teaching about the power of 
love and forgiveness; he was a witness to Jesus’ rise to 
prominence and popularity.  
You can almost imagine John as an idealistic young man in 
Israel – hoping desperately for something more than the Roman 
way of life.  
 
Is there more to life than war and conquering? Is there more to 
life than  power and possessions? Is there more to life than the 



 
 
 

laws and oppression of the Roman administration? Is this why 
John started to follow Jesus? 
 
John was witness to Jesus’ powerful preaching and miraculous 
healings;  
a witness to his transfiguration on the mountain;  
a witness to his provocative entry into Jerusalem;  
and in the end a witness to his death and resurrection.  
 
Not only that - John had lived to see the power of Jesus’ 
message spread – not just through Israel – but through out the 
Greek speaking communities of the Roman Empire all around 
the Mediterranean Sea.  
 
He had seen the preaching of the apostle Paul and seen how the 
astounding power of the good news was beginning to transform 
lives throughout the empire –even at great personal risk and 
suffering.  
 
He had lived to see others die for their faith in Jesus Christ.  
 
And he had seen that in the face of great challenges - the truth 
and power of the story of Jesus Christ was not diminished – in 
fact it grew more powerful than ever. 
 
So when we hear this person, John, speak to us and say to us 
that, 
 
“the true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 
world.” 
 



 
 
 

This is not simply a fond hope. 
This is not someone who is simply writing an encouraging story. 
These are the words of an old man who has seen the incredible 
story of Jesus, his master, unfold in powerful and surprising 
ways. 
 
These are the words of someone who has lived through hopeful, 
horrible, and transformative moments and wants to ensure that 
others after him know what has happened…  
 
He wants them to know that the life , death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ is the most powerful revelation of God that the 
world has ever seen… and that lives are changed because of it. 
 
And lives continue to be changed because of it. 
I count myself as one of them.  
 
I grew up as a Christian that went to church at Christmas and 
Easter but otherwise, I wasn’t very committed.  
 
But a funny thing happened. One Year at university, when I was 
preparing for my exams before Christmas I was over whelmed 
with stress and anxiety – I didn’t know exactly why - and the 
only thing that helped was that for some reason, I picked up the 
New Testament on my bookshelf and began to read the Gospel 
of Matthew.  
 
I suppose it sounds cliché but as I read it  - a wonderful sense of 
calm and peace came over me. It was almost as though a 
soothing voice was saying – “All things shall be well – and all 
manner of things shall be well. Be at peace.” 



 
 
 

 
I had never experienced that feeling before. And it shook me to 
the core. It was an experience that allowed me to be more real, 
more present and more authentic to those around me – both 
family and friends.  
 
It was so noticeable that my family began to wonder why I 
seemed different. There was a clarity to my thoughts and 
feelings that was really quite stunning. It was as though all the 
edges of everything in life had a sparkle to them. 
 
 
In time, I would come to see that not only was I being 
comforted, but I was also being called to walk in a different 
direction. I was being called to follow Jesus with a greater sense 
of purpose. 
 
Yes. Lives do continue to be changed. And I’m one of them. 
And I’m ever thankful for it. 
 
I am so thankful that John and the other disciples ensured that the 
life events of Jesus Christ were passed on to you and me.  
 
These events recount how God, the Creator of the universe 
loves us so much that God was preparing to reveal holy love 
in a new way… God was going to come and be in our midst. 
 
Two thousand years ago, the people of Israel were ready for a 
message like this. In society, poverty and corruption was on the 
rise and their religion was being actively discouraged. Many of 
the people wondered whether God was a real presence in their 



 
 
 

lives.  
 
But when the time was fulfilled, God came to them and showed 
them love in a way that not even they were expecting. God 
wanted to be with them so much that something incredible 
happened; God came to us as a fragile little baby, born of a 
woman.  
 
John wrote:  
“The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into 
the world…” 
“and the word became flesh and lived among us, and we have 
seen his glory…”. 
 
As you know so well there are many different lights in this world. 
Like flashing ads on signs, they try to catch your attention and 
draw you toward them. But are they true lights? There are 
questions to help you answer this… 
 
Are they lights that can soften your heart? Are they lights that can 
help you glow and shine from within? Are they lights that bring 
calm and peace? Are they lights that propel you into serving 
others with care and compassion? If the answers to these 
questions are no - then you know for sure they are not the true 
light. 
 
The reason why John wrote this gospel is because in the presence 
of Jesus the answer to all these questions was a resounding YES!  
In the presence of Jesus, hearts of stone turn into hearts of love.  
In the presence of Jesus, fear and anxiety turns into calm and 
peace.  



 
 
 

In the presence of Jesus we suddenly have the compassion and 
courage to reach out and care for others.    
 
John had experienced this – and he knew with all his being that 
Jesus was the true light – the light no darkness can overcome. 
 
I hope that in your life’s journey, you too have felt this in your 
heart. 
 
In the midst of the struggles and challenges that we all have in 
this life, I pray that you welcome that light into your hearts and 
into your lives.  
 
And may your families and loved ones be blessed and 
transformed as we move into this new year. 
 
INFSHS.   Amen. 


