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If you are a visitor with us today, we welcome you in the name of Christ.   
We encourage our guests to join us in the communion meal because Jesus welcomes all to 

his table of grace, uniting and filling us for love and service. Christ is our host and our food, 
bearing to us God’s forgiveness and grace through this harvest of field and vineyard. 

Epiphany Sunday  January 3, 2021 

GATHERING 
Prelude Cold December Flies Away 
 

Welcome 
 

Call to Worship 
The leader reads the portions in regular print and all respond with the parts in bold. 
The Magi had a dream. 
They dreamed of a Messiah. They dreamed of just rulers. They dreamed of a new 
day for all people. 
The Magi had a dream, and this dream led them to action. 
They journeyed to unknown places. They followed a star. They walked for days to 
get to Jesus. 
So may we be like the Magi, 
May our dreams inspire action. May we worship Christ in our words and our 
deeds. Amen. 

Gathering Hymn Christ, Be Our Light  #715 vs. 1, 2, & 5 

 

The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation”) concludes the Christmas season with a celebration of 
God’s glory revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. In Isaiah and Ephesians, that glory is pro-
claimed for all nations and people. Like the light of the star that guided the magi to Jesus, the 
light of Christ reveals who we are: children of God who are claimed and washed in the waters 
of baptism. We are sent out to be beacons of the light of Christ, sharing the good news of God’s 
love to all people. 

1 Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 
Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
Make us your own, your holy people, 
light for the world to see. 

 

Refrain 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today. 

 

2 Longing for peace, our world is 
troubled. 
Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has pow'r to save us. 
Make us your living voice.  Refrain 

 
5 Many the gifts, many the people, 

many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
Let us be servants to one another, 
signs of your kingdom come.  Refrain 
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Greeting and Prayer of the Day 
Pastor: God who sent the Light into our world, who shone in the Bethlehem manger, and 

who spreads the Spirit’s rays, be with you all.  
All:  And also with you. 
Pastor: Let us pray.  Ever-living God, 
All: you revealed the incarnation of your Son by the brilliant shining of a star. 

Shine the light of your justice always in our hearts and over all lands, and 
accept our lives as the treasure we offer in your praise and for your service, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Children’s Word Pastor Clark Brown 

Song of Praise 
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WORD 
 
Reading Isaiah 60:1-6 
Jerusalem is assured that nations will make a pilgrimage to her because the light of 
God’s presence is in her midst. The bountiful food of the sea and the profits of 
international trade will come streaming to Jerusalem and thereby declare God’s praise. 

AM: A reading from Isaiah. 

1Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
  and the glory of the Lord has risen 
upon you. 
 2For darkness shall cover the earth, 
  and thick darkness the peoples; 
 but the Lord will arise upon you, 
  and his glory will appear over you. 
 3Nations shall come to your light, 
  and kings to the brightness of your 
dawn. 
 
 4Lift up your eyes and look around; 
  they all gather together, they come to 
you; 
 your sons shall come from far away, 

  and your daughters shall be carried on 
their nurses’ arms. 
 5Then you shall see and be radiant; 
  your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
 because the abundance of the sea shall be 
brought to you, 
  the wealth of the nations shall come to 
you. 
 6A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
  the young camels of Midian and 
Ephah; 
  all those from Sheba shall come. 
 They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
  and shall proclaim the praise of the 
Lord. 
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AM: Word of God, word of life.  All: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Gospel  Matthew 2:1-12 
God’s promise shines bright in the night as magi follow a star to honor a new king. 
Strangers from a faraway land, they welcome the long-awaited messiah of Israel. 

Pastor: The holy gospel according to Matthew.   All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.    All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Message  Pastor Clark Brown 

1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was 
born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men 
from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, 
“Where is the child who has been born 
king of the Jews? For we observed his star 
at its rising, and have come to pay him 
homage.” 3When King Herod heard this, he 
was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 
4and calling together all the chief priests 
and scribes of the people, he inquired of 
them where the Messiah was to be born. 
5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; 
for so it has been written by the prophet: 
 6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of 
Judah, 
  are by no means least among the rulers 
of Judah; 
 for from you shall come a ruler 
  who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 
  7Then Herod secretly called for the wise 

men and learned from them the exact time 
when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent 
them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 
diligently for the child; and when you have 
found him, bring me word so that I may 
also go and pay him homage.” 9When they 
had heard the king, they set out; and there, 
ahead of them, went the star that they had 
seen at its rising, until it stopped over the 
place where the child was. 10When they 
saw that the star had stopped, they were 
overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the 
house, they saw the child with Mary his 
mother; and they knelt down and paid him 
homage. Then, opening their treasure 
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having 
been warned in a dream not to return to 
Herod, they left for their own country by 
another road. 
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Hymn of the Day We Three Kings of Orient Are vs. 1 & 5 

Prayers of Intercession 
Guided by the star, together with the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for 
the church, those in need, and all of creation. 

O Splendor of God’s glory, shine your radiance within our world. Remove the barriers 
that divide us, and teach us to love with all our might. Lead us, O God: 
lead us by your light. 
True Dawn from on high, set us free from the power of guilt and grave. Shine your light 
in our lives and grant us your grace. Lead us, O God: 
lead us by your light. 
O living Spring of light from light, renew the strength of all who suffer: the poor, the 
sick, and those who mourn, especially the family and friends of Philip Caniglia, Bill 
Dallmann, and John Kaffenburger Sandy, Mary, Glenda, David, Colbie, Dawn, Katy, 
Matt, Grant, and those that we now name silently or aloud… (pause). Lead us, O God: 
lead us by your light. 

God of light, into your hands we place all for whom we pray, trusting in your radiant 
mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

MEAL 
 

Peace 
Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always.     
All:   And also with you. 
You are welcome to share the peace using the comment section on YouTube or with 
anyone sheltering in peace with you. 

Gathering of the Gifts 
Let us remember to offer ourselves—our time, our abilities, our possessions–for the 
ongoing ministry of St. Timothy and the wider church.  You may continue to send in 
your offering by postal mail or use our online giving option at www.sttim.org. 

Assisting Minister:  Let us pray.  Gracious God, 
All:  you came to us as one unknown, bringing joy and salvation to the earth. 
Nourish us at your banquet table, that with all who welcome your birth we may 
proclaim your peace, revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

1 We three kings of Orient are; 
 bearing gifts we traverse afar, 
 field and fountain, moor and mountain, 
 following yonder star. 
 

Refrain 
 Oh, star of wonder, star of night, 
 star with royal beauty bright; 

 westward leading, still proceeding, 
 guide us to thy perfect light! 
 

5 Glorious now behold him arise, 
 King and God and Sacrifice; 
 heav’n sings alleluia: 
 alleluia the earth replies.  Refrain 
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The Great Thanksgiving 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Pastor: We give you thanks…  ...both now and forever. 
All: Amen 

Pastor:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Pastor: The light of Christ came into our world and shines in the darkness. Come now to 
feast at Christ’s table.  

As we share communion in our homes, we remember that we are indeed surrounded by 
a great cloud of witnesses, sharing in communion with the saints of every time and 
place.  We receive the body and blood of Christ and share in the life of God as we 
accept the bread and wine or grape juice, and hear the words: “The body of Christ 
given for you” and “the blood of Christ shed for you.” 

Communion Song What Child Is This #296 vs. 1 & 3 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come,  
 your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those  
  who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever.  Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power,  and the glory,  
 forever and ever.  Amen 

or 

1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, 
 on Mary's lap is sleeping? 
 Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
 while shepherds watch are keeping? 
 This, this is Christ the king, 
 whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
 haste, haste to bring him laud, 
 the babe, the son of Mary! 

3 So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; 
 come, peasant, king, to own him. 
 The King of kings salvation brings; 
 let loving hearts enthrone him. 
 Raise, raise the song on high, 
 the virgin sings her lullaby; 
 joy, joy, for Christ is born, 
 the babe, the son of Mary! 
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Prayer After Communion 
Assisting Minister:  Let us pray.  We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once 
again fed us from your very self with the body and blood of Christ. Through this 
mystery, send us forth to proclaim your promise to a world in need, through the same 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.  
All:  Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 

Benediction 
Pastor: All-loving God, 
who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, 
proclaimed joy through the angels, 
sent the shepherds with good news, 
and led the magi by a star, 

bless you this day ☩ through the Word made flesh.  
All:   Amen 
 

Sending Song Shine, Jesus, Shine #267 vs. 1, 2, & 4 
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Sending Affirmation 
We believe in God, 
Born a helpless infant to unmarried parents, and made a refugee. 
We believe that this child grew up  
to heal the sick, to release the poor, to dine with outcasts, and to welcome 
foreigners. 
And so we believe that the dream does not end with a manger. 
The dream ends with God’s promised day. 
We will follow the Magi’s lead— 
Walking, seeking, and following Christ towards justice and peace. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude We Three Kings  

Presiding Minister—Pastor Clark Brown 

Assisting Minister—Rosa Lopez 
Musician—Desma Johnson 
Cantor—Thompson Lange 
Altar Care—Susan Smith 
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Gospel Message 
Epiphany of Our Lord  
January 3, 2021 (Moved from January 6) 

Another Word for Treasure Chest 

Those magi traveled a long way, following a star only they understood. They knew that 
it was a divine epiphany leading them to the beginning of something new: the birth of a 
good king. They had saved their gold, frankincense, and myrrh for just such a “reigny” 
day when the reign of God’s peace-bringing ruler would come. These were gifts fit to 
honor a magnanimous leader, and with great joy they set out to honor Jesus. 

We gather to give our praise and honor to Jesus whenever we come together as church 
to worship, to hear scripture, to sing, and to celebrate at the table of grace. What gifts do 
we have to offer to honor the good ruler named Jesus? Gold, frankincense, and myrrh 
are wonderful, but they do not seem to be the right way for us to pay homage. 

Matthew tells us those magi opened their treasure chests. The Greek word in the New 
Testament for “treasure chest” is thesaurus. A thesaurus book is so named because it is a 
“treasure chest” of words. Sometimes you need just the right word to say what is im-
portant, or what is on your heart, or what needs a poetic flair. You might want to say 
that something is beautiful, but a thesaurus helps you say that it is exquisite or stunning. 

As we come to worship the newborn king, who is also the crucified and risen Jesus pre-
sent with us now, we open our own treasure chests, offering praise, thanks, and glory to 
God. Our songs of praise are our gold. Our prayers of gratitude are our frankincense. 
Our thanksgiving at the table is our myrrh. Like those traveling magi, we are over-
whelmed with joy that we have been guided to this time and place to stop, pay homage, 
and see the good news right before our eyes. 

 

 

Upcoming Commemorations 

Adrian of Canterbury, teacher, died around 710 (TFF) 
Saturday, January 9, 2021 
African by birth, Adrian (or Hadrian) worked with Theodore, archbishop of Canterbury, 
in developing the church in England. He was director of a school at which church lead-
ers were trained. 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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 Prayer Concerns 
Please remember in your prayers: 
 
The family of Philip Caniglia, father  of Steve Solomon’s friend Phyllis, who passed 
away .  
Sandy Hoskin, undergoing cancer  tr eatment again. 
Mary Lea, undergoing cancer  treatment again.  
The family and friends of Bill Dallmann, who died on November  17. 
Glenda Tankersley, Ia Boelter ’s niece, who has Covid-19. 
David Holland, husband of Dee Holland and brother  of Lucille Pires, undergoing 
chemo therapy for prostate and bone cancer.  
Colbie Schueneman, grandniece of Adr ian, 171/2  months old diagnosed with a neuro-
degenerative disease.  
Dawn Stallings, daughter  of Dolores, who has suffered a stroke.   
Katie and Matt Logan, as Katie has been laid off from work. 
Grant Hobson, grandnephew of Matt Schulz, being treated for  leukemia, and his 
parents Claire and Luke.  
The family and friends of John Kaffenburger. 
 
All service members, fire fighters, and police officers (and their families). 
For those living in war-torn regions and all refugees. 
For the mission of this congregation, the Monterey Bay Conference, and the entire 
Sierra Pacific Synod, and for our leaders and for the leaders throughout the world. 

Please continue to pray for the ongoing concerns of these listed here. 

Torie Hamilton 
Rodger Marty 
Bonnie Bennett 
Jim McMullins 
Bill Reynolds 
Mary Lee Slater 
Marjonie Gabriel 
Tom Brown 
Aaron Grieg 

Byron Heppert 
Jacqueline Graham 
Gloria Llenaresas 
Riley Ann Holland 
Ronnie Lyons 
Irene McCloud 
Thomas Ansley 
Jackie Rullman 
Linda Henderson 

Beverly Schneideman 
Justice Gaudoin 
Peter Kracht 
Isabella Silva 
Randy Hoch 
Don Butler 
Mark Northcutt 
Helen Leikam 

Textual elements from Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States 
of America. 
Liturgy: WOV Setting 4 Light of Christ © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. 
Christ, Be Our Light, Text: Bernadette Farrell © 1993 Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP Publications. 
We Three Kings of Orient Are, Text: John Henry Hopkins Jr. (public domain). 
What Child Is This, Text: William C. Dix (public domain). 
Shine, Jesus, Shine, Text: Graham Kendrick © 1987 Make Way Music admin. Music Services. 
 

All Elements are Used by Permission.  All Rights Reserved. 
Augsburg License #23225          CCLI License #2883346          OneLicense License #A-706342 
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Saint Timothy Lutheran Church, ELCA 
52 Soledad Drive, Monterey, CA  93940  (831) 375-2042 

home page: http://sttim.org 
E-mail: office@sttim.org 

Sharing God’s Love Together 
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Notes and announcements 

 “Online Worship: All services, including a special Christmas Eve service are 
posted online to YouTube.  If you have internet access, our YouTube Channel is at: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHP8hutt19neqHHHpbQPcDA  Worship 
is available by Saturday evening. Please subscribe to our channel. 

 Social Hour: We have a social hour  on Zoom Sunday at 10:30am.  Information 
for worship and the social hour will be emailed each week. If you want to be on our 
email list or have questions, email/call/text Pastor  Clark at 
pastorclark@sttim.org or 831-521-1818. 

 Preparing for communion.  Our online Sunday worship will include 
communion.  As you feel called, prepare to share in communion by setting aside 
some bread or crackers, and some wine or juice, as you have them available.  If you 
need any of these items, please contact Ida Barber. 

 Prayer Concerns: Please call Dorothy Kirk with any new or  changed prayer  
concerns at 375-1043. 

 Shopping etc.: Do you need help with shopping or  other  needs or  can volunteer  
to help? Please contact Pastor Clark at 831-521-1818 or pastorclark@sttim.org. 

 Study and discuss online: Join Pastors Clark and Tony: Tuesday evening 
prayer and discussion, Wednesday 2PM Bible Study, and Sunday 11AM pastors’ 
class. Email Pastor Clark for info: pastorclark@sttim.org. 

 Hymnals: Would you like to borrow a hymnal while we are “sheltering in 
peace?”  Please contact the office and we will make arrangements.   

 Offering: Please remember  your  offer ings to St. Timothy as our  expenses 
continue and we experience loss of income from outside groups.  Offering can be 
mailed to the church office, sent automatically using your bank, or online by visiting 
our website www.sttim.org. 


