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Hello and welcome to Fort George Lighthouse. My name is Jewell 
Wilson, I’ve been attending Lighthouse for about a year and half and I will 
be sharing the message today!  I’m very thankful to have the opportunity 
to share what God has put on my heart. Let’s start off in prayer. 

God, thank you for bringing everyone here today. Please give me the 
words to speak your truth, I need your wisdom and guidance God.  I pray you 
would open our hearts to receive the word today, that it would stir in us and 
teach us more about you. 

Amen

Alright, so a little bit about me. Right now I am working as an 
Education Assistant. I get to hang out  with little kindergarteners and its 
loads of fun. I like to paint, read, take photos, and spend time out in God’s 
creation. In the New Year, if everything works out, I will be going to 
Norway to do a Fine Arts Discipleship Training School  with YWAM. 

This fall I set out to read my Bible before I left for my YWAM. I 
challenged myself to read it from front to back, in four months. 

Admittedly, I have some catching up to do, but so far I have learned 
a lot of new things and read books of the Bible I didn’t even know existed. 
I’ve read some classic Sunday school stories with a whole new 
perspective. Some of my favourite stories of people God chose to do 
amazing things. Like Noah, Moses, Joseph, Ruth, Esther, David. And that’s 



only a few from the Old Testament. I just started the New Testament this 
month and I’m really excited to read about Mary and Joseph, the disciples, 
Paul, Peter - Jesus himself!

One thing has stood out to me. As I was reading stories of people 
like Moses and Esther - I noticed God chose some really unexpected 
people. Unexpected and still ordinary, but through God, they did amazing 
things. 

And he chose to call me? Like woah - me? You. Us. I don’t know 
about you, but I felt a sense of relief. God chose to call unexpected people 
to bring Him glory.

So that’s what we're going to look into today. Who God chose to call.

If you have your Bible or your phone, turn with me to 1 Corinthians 
1:26-31. Would you stand with me as we read the word of God.

26 Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were 
called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were 
influential; not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose the foolish 
things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the 
world to shame the strong. 28 God chose the lowly things of this world 
and the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the 
things that are, 29 so that no one may boast before him. 30 It is because 
of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from 
God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31 Therefore, as 
it is written: “Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.”[d]

Who did God choose to call?



First let’s get some context. Paul is writing this letter to the church in 
Corinth. The church of Corinth had a very diverse group of people with 
different backgrounds. It had only been a few years since Paul initially 
planted the church and already, the church was struggling with some 
issues. One problem they faced was some people thinking they were 
better than others because of their status or position in the city. 

In our passage, Paul starts off with a good reality check. He reminds 
the Corithians who they were before God called them to be part of the 
body of Christ. Many of you were not wise, influential, or of noble birth. 
Essentially, he’s saying by human standards, you aren’t much. Without 
God, you aren’t much. 

The same goes for us. Who were we before God called us near? In 
our world, there’s expectations to do it on your own, be independent, be 
wise and influential. But we can’t. We can try, but we always fall short. 

I would imagine the Corinthians faced the same problem. Isn’t that 
what often happens when we think we are better than others and try to 
be great on our own? Trying to be perfect and always falling short sounds 
like a vicious cycle. And if your like me and have struggled with comparing 
yourself or trying to meet the world’s expectations, you know how awful 
that cycle is.

 Thankfully God didn’t choose to call wise and influential, he didn’t 
choose perfect people who have it all together. Thankfully God chose the 
unexpected.



God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God 
chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28 God chose 
the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things 
that are not—to nullify the things that are. Foolish, weak, lowly. By our 
standards that doesn’t sound like the strongest starting lineup. On the 
playground, that sounds like the last pick for any game. To a lot of people 
it doesn’t make sense. But, that’s why it’s so unexpected.  God doesn’t 
adhere to our human standards. He works by Kingdom standards. By a 
gracious, all knowing God standard. It’s unexpected to us, but to Him he 
knows what He has in store for us. Through Him, unexpected people can 
do amazing things. 

There are two people that make this really clear to me. Moses and 
Esther.

Moses’ story starts off pretty wild. Sent down the Nile in a basket, 
taken in by the Pharaoh's daughter, grows up to be a leader in Egypt, and 
chosen by God to deliver the Israelites. The part of Moses’ story that stood 
out to me is his back and forth with God at the Burning Bush in Exodus 3. 
God lays down the plan. Moses is going to go back to Egypt and tell 
Pharaoh to let his people go. 

In Exodus 3:11 Moses says to God  “Who am I, that I should go to 
Pharaoh and bring the Isrealites out of Egypt?” and later he says “I am 
slow of speech and tongue.” Moses gets so caught up on himself.  Like 
Yeah God in case you didn’t know I’m not great at the whole public 
speaking thing. Maybe pick someone else.” He’s thinking about how he 
doesn’t fit the role that God has chosen Him for.  But God assures Moses 
over and over “I will be with you” and “I will help you speak and will teach 



you what to say”. God even goes as far to provide Aaron to speak instead. 
God had a plan.

 From our perspective, knowing the end of the story, Moses looks 
pretty foolish. Doubting God’s hand in this plan. That’s what makes him 
unexpected. He was a lowly Hebrew sent down a river, he wasn’t great 
with words, and he was foolish in doubting god. God chose to call Moses 
to bring him glory. God chose a foolish man with weaknesses to bring Him 
glory. God didn’t need Moses to be great because God had that part 
covered. 

Another unexpected person God chose to call is Esther. A lot about 
Esther is unexpected. For starters she’s a woman. In those times women 
had no voice, no position of power. Women were among the lowly in 
society. The systems in place did not allow for women to voice opinions 
on matters, but less make decisions. Men made the decisions.

 Esther was also Jewish. At this time the Jewish people are under 
threat. They were the lowly in the Persian empire.  So here’s Esther, a 
young Jewish woman, she gets entered into a beauty pageant and then 
selected by the King to become Queen. She didn’t choose to be in her 
position, she was chosen. While the King picked her, God chose her. 

Now Queen of Persia, Esther is informed that one of the Kings 
officials is plotting to kill the Jewish people. Esther`s uncle Mordicia urges 
Esther to save her people. Not only would she be revealing her Jewish 
identity, going to the king was against the law and would be risking her life.

In Esther 4:14 Mordecia says to Esther, “who knows but that you 
have come to your royal position for such a time as this?”  Who 
knows? Esther didn’t know what the outcome of her situation would be. 
Yet, she risked her life to save her people. She didn’t know the plan, but 



God did. God chose to use a lowly, Jewish woman to bring Him glory. He 
chose someone unexpected. 

When I think of the people in the Bible, each has an unexpected 
element to their story. These are only two examples but one doesn’t have 
to look hard to find more. Noah, Joseph, King David, Mary and Joseph. 
Each relied on God to be in control. They weren’t enough on their own. 
There is one unexpected that was enough. Jesus. 

To the world, almost everything about Jesus is unexpected. He 
wasn’t born in a palace or raised by a King and Queen. Jesus was born in a 
stable, raised by two lowly people from Nazareth. He wasn’t among the 
scholars and teachers of the law. Jesus surrounded himself with fisherman, 
tax collectors, the sick and the poor. Jesus was so unexpected people 
didn’t even believe He was the Son of God!  No one expected the Son of 
God to be ordinary. And I doubt anyone expected him to die on a cross 
next to thieves and then raise from the dead three days later. That was 
God’s plan. 

God chose to call the unexpected. God chose to call us. He has a 
plan and can use us.  We can be the unexpected.  We are foolish, weak, 
lowly broken sinners who can bring glory to a great God, when we choose 
to make Him Lord over our life. When we recognize that we can’t do it on 
our own,  that we will fall short of the worlds expectations, we can be free 
from that burden. We can let God be in control of our life - He has plan.



Right now, in the middle of COVID,  of people losing jobs and being 
away from loved ones,  in the middle of political protests and tension 
between people with different views, through everything else life throws 
at us God has a plan. It’s hard to remember that sometimes. It would be so 
much easier if a wise, influential person would step in and fix it all. That’s 
what Moses thought, that’s what Esther thought. God chose the 
unexpected for such a time as this. Even when we are struggling, God 
chooses us to bring Him glory. 

Paul ends this part of his letter telling the Corinthians that this is 
what they can boast about! It's a reference to Jeremiah 4:9, where it says 
“but let the one who boasts boast about this, that they have the 
understanding to know me, that I am the Lord, who exercises kindness,  
justice and righteousness on earth,  for in these I delight,”declares the 
Lord. 

That’s what we get to boast about. When we choose God to be in 
control, like Moses and Esther did, we get to worship and bring glory to a 
God who chooses the unexpected. A God who doesn’t hold us to the 
standards of our world, rather a God who chose to call foolish, weak, 
lowley, broken sinners like us, to point to the goodness of a great God.

In Max Luxados childrens book “You are Special” Punchinello says 
to his Maker, the woodcarver named Eli, “Me? Special? Why? I can’t walk 
fast. I can’t jump. My paint is peeling. Why do I matter to you?. Eli 
looked at Punchinello, put his hands on those small wooden shoulders, 
and spoke very slowly. “Because you’re mine, that’s why you matter to 
me.”



God chose to call the unexpected to bring Him glory. God chose the 
broken, with our paint peeling and all, to bring Him glory.

Let’s pray. 

God thank you for choosing the unexpected. Thank you for being a 
gracious God that welcomes imperfect, sinners like us into your Kingdom. 
Thank you for showing us this truth through humble servants Moses and 
Esther. God would you remind each of us that you take us as we are. 
Would you protect our mind and hearts from the standards of our world. 
Guide us to the truth in your word. May your Holy Spirit comfort us and 
remind us that you are in control. Be with us as we go, help us to love 
others like you love us.

Amen


