
 

The Church of St. John the Divine 
The Epiphany of Our Lord January 3, 2021 

As people of God, we celebrate Christ in the heart of Victoria through joyful worship, 

building inclusive community, and putting faith into action. 

St. John’s acknowledges these ancestral lands of the Lekwungen speaking people. 

We are an inclusive and affirming parish; the sacraments of the church (baptism, communion 

and marriage) are available to all people on equal terms. Christ welcomes you, and so do we. 
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Welcome to the Parish Church of St. John the Divine, Victoria. We are a community of faith 

in the Anglican Tradition, seeking to live lives of faith, hope and love as part of this community 

of Downtown Victoria. We are on a journey of learning to be a welcoming, inviting, inclusive 

and serving community which is open to all. 

Our worship reflects our rootedness in the Anglican tradition, whilst drawing on liturgies that 

reflect the long history and heritage of our Christian faith. Please join in as you feel able, and 

enjoy the words, music and opportunity for prayer and to be a part of our community. 

 

Worship in a time of COVID-19 : In these times when we must be careful in any gathering we 

have, appropriate protocols are in place. For the time being due to the instructions from the 

Provincial Health Officer we will be meeting virtually on Zoom. Please check our website on 

how to attend: https://www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca/ or contact admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca  

  

We will continue to livestream the weekly service of Evensong. 

  

We continue to share daily prayer online with a link on our website daily.  

 

Contacting Us: We are all learning ways to build community "at a distance." We are checking 

phone messages and answering emails. The main email for contact is: 

admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca. If you wish to receive prayer for yourself or for another, there 

will be members of our Healing Prayer group who will offer their prayers. Please contact: the 

church office at the above email address. 

 

You are very welcome here. We don’t always get it right; please let us know when we do, and 

when we don’t. Please stay and be a part of our family, for however long you would like. 
  

https://www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca/
mailto:admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca
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10:00 am  Parish Eucharist 

The congregation is invited to join in the responses and prayers marked in bold print. 

Presider: The Venerable Alastair McCollum 

Reader: Virginia Miller 

Gospel: The Reverend Patrick Sibley 

 

Sermon: The Reverend Bill Tarter 

Intercessor: Peggy Wilmot 

Streaming Technician: Karen Coverett 

                            

The Gathering of the Community 

Prelude 

Welcome to all who are gathering online. 

+ In the name of God,  

            the Creator of Love 

            the Word of Love, 

            the Spirit of Love. 

 

The Feast of the Epiphany celebrates the manifestation or appearance of the Christ child to the 

Magi who represent the world beyond Judaism.  From the beginning of the life of Jesus, his 

message was for all people, all nations, all creation.  Let us pray, 

  Loving God, you have called us to be your family and to celebrate our life together 

in worship.  We gather now in our church building, our homes, and online to 

welcome the light of Christ into our lives.  

  Blessed are you, loving God, creator of light, 

 All: for your love illuminates our journey. 

  As Isaiah the prophet reminds us:  The people have walked in darkness, the people 

have lived in a land of deep darkness.  Open our eyes that have been closed by 

indifference and greed. 

 All:  We are your people, you have sent your Light to dwell among us. 

  As the dawning sun illuminates the world, may the dawning of Christ bring light to 

our lives.  This light proclaims that the hungry will be fed, the broken will be 

healed, the lowly brought into dignity.  For a child has come among us  

 All: and he is the light of the world.  Jesus, the Christ.  
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The Church Family Prayer  

 Loving God,  

 All:  you have called us to be your family and to celebrate our life together in 

worship. We pray now, for all members of our family as we gather in our 

church buildings, our homes, and online. Through your spirit keep us united 

in love. Bless each of us with your beloved friendship. Teach us, gracious God, 

how to be your church in these times. Help us to know that we are your 

people, that we are your Family, always. Amen.   

The Collect of the Day 
Silence is kept. 

  Eternal God,  

who by a star, 

led wise men to the worship of your Son. 

Guide by your light the nations of the earth, 

that the whole world may know your glory; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

All: Amen.    

 

The Proclamation of the Word 

  Let us listen for the Word of God in Holy Scripture. 

 All: Amen. 

The First Reading Isaiah 60:1-6 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, 

   and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.  

For darkness shall cover the earth, 

   and thick darkness the peoples; 

but the Lord will arise upon you, 

   and his glory will appear over you.  

Nations shall come to your light, 

   and kings to the brightness of your dawn.  

Lift up your eyes and look around; 

   they all gather together, they come to you; 

your sons shall come from far away, 

   and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.  

Then you shall see and be radiant; 

   your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
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because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 

   the wealth of the nations shall come to you.  

A multitude of camels shall cover you, 

   the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 

   all those from Sheba shall come. 

They shall bring gold and frankincense, 

   and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.   

  Hear what the Spirit is saying. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm  72:1-7, 10-14 

Give the king your justice, O God, 

and your righteousness to the king’s son; 

That he may rule your people righteously 

and the poor with justice; 

That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, 

and the little hills bring righteousness. 

He shall defend the needy among the people; 

he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor. 

He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, 

from one generation to another. 

He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, 

like showers that water the earth. 

In his time shall the righteous flourish; 

there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 

The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute, 

and the kings of Arabia and Saba offer gifts. 

All kings shall bow down before him, 

and all the nations do him service. 

For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress, 

and the oppressed who has no helper. 

He shall have pity on the lowly and poor; 

he shall preserve the lives of the needy. 

He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence, 

and dear shall their blood be in his sight. 

 

 

 



 6 

 

 

The Gospel Matthew 2:1-12 

 Cantor: Alleluia. We have seen his star at its rising and have come to pay him homage. 

Alleluia. 

  God is with you. 

 All: And also with you. 

   Here the Good news of Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

 All: Glory to you, O Christ. 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men 

from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born 

king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him 

homage.’ When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 

him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired 

of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; 

for so it has been written by the prophet:  

“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

   are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 

   who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’  

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 

when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and 

search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so 

that I may also go and pay him homage.’ When they had heard the king, they set 

out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it 

stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had 

stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the 

child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 

opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 

myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for 

their own country by another road.  

The Gospel of Christ. 

 All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon 
Following the address there will be a pause for silence. 
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Affirmation of Faith 

  With the whole church,  

 All: we affirm that we are made in God’s image,  

befriended by Christ, empowered by the Spirit. 

  With people everywhere,  

 All: we affirm God’s goodness at the heart of humanity 

planted more deeply than all that is wrong. 

  With all creation, 

 All: we celebrate the miracle and wonder of life; 

the unfolding purposes of God,  

forever at work in ourselves and the world. 

   Iona Abbey Worship Book 

Prayers of the People 
Please note that those who have asked for our prayers are listed at the end of the leaflet. 

The Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 

 All: And also with you. 

All may offer their neighbour a sign of peace. 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Hymn during the Offertory (CP 158) Stuttgart 

 Earth has many a noble city; 

 Bethlehem, thou doest all excel: 

out of thee the Lord from heaven 

 came to rule his Israel. 

 Fairer than the sun at morning 

 was the star that told his birth, 

to the world its God announcing 

 seen in fleshly form on earth. 

 Eastern sages at his cradle 

 make oblation rich and rare; 

see them give, in deep devotion, 

 gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. 

 Sacred gifts of mystic meaning: 

 incense doth their God disclose, 

gold the King of kings proclaimeth, 

 myrrh his sepulchre foreshows. 
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 Jesus, whom the Gentiles worshipped 

 at thy glad epiphany, 

unto thee, with God the Father 

 and the Spirit, glory be. 

 Text: Aurelius Clemens Prudentius (348-413?); tr. Edward Caswall (1814-1878). 

The Prayer over the Gifts 
In the name of all of us gathered, near and far, we present these our gifts to God.  

Let us pray: 

  Gracious God, 

accept the offering of your Church, 

the hearts of your people 

joined in praise and thanksgiving, 

in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 

 All: Amen.  

 

As we prepare to celebrate this Eucharist, we remember that we are the people of God. Near or 

far we are gathered together by the love of Christ. We remember that we are incorporated into 

the body of Christ. We join together in this celebration of our union in Christ. 

 

  Let us pray. 

  Thanks be to you, 

 All: Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given us, and all that you have 

borne for us. In our sharing in this Eucharist, in Church or at home, we ask 

you to come spiritually into our hearts. O most merciful redeemer, friend and 

brother, may we know you more clearly, love you more dearly and follow you 

more nearly, day by day. Amen. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving Liturgy of the Islands and Inlets – Prayer C  

  God is here. 

 All: The Spirit is with us. 

  Lift up your hearts and minds. 

 All: We lift them to God. 

  Let us give thanks to God the Creator. 

 All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

   Blessed are you, gracious God, 

creator of heaven and earth; 

you have revealed your eternal plan of salvation, 

and have shown your Son Jesus Christ 

to be the light of all peoples. 
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Therefore with angels and archangels 

we raise our voices in joyful praise 

to proclaim the glory of your name. 

Sanctus (CP 735) 

   Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might. 

Holy, holy, holy Lord 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full, 

full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest, 

hosanna in the highest. 

   Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest, 

hosanna in the highest. 

   To you be glory, almighty God,  

because on the night before he died,  

Jesus took bread,  

when he had given thanks,  

he broke it, gave it to his disciples, and said:  

Take, eat, this is my body  

which is given for you; do this to remember me. 

   After supper he took the cup;  

when he had given thanks,  

he gave it to them and said:  

Drink this all of you,  

This is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you;  

do this to remember me.  

Great is the mystery of faith. 

  All: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

   Recalling Christ’s death and resurrection,  

we ask you to accept this, our sacrifice of praise.  

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here,  

and on these gifts of bread and wine  

that we may be fed with the body and blood of your Son.  

When all of creation groans, unite us in Christ and give us your hope  

that we might be strengthened to do your work,  

as your body in the world.  

Through Christ our Redeemer, in the power of the Spirit,  

all praise and glory be yours, Almighty God, now and forever. 

 All:      Amen. 
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The Disciple’s Prayer   

  As Christ taught his friends, and longing for the new life of God’s reign,  

let us pray: 

 All:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,   

now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
  We break the bread of life, 

and that life is the light of the world. 

 All: God here among us, 

light in the midst of us, 

bring us to light and life. 

The Communion 
  The gifts of God for the people of God. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn during communion (CP 161) Wer nur den lieben Gott 

 Wise men, they came to look for wisdom, 

 finding one wiser than they knew; 

rich men, they met with one yet richer-- 

 King of the kings, they knelt to you: 

Jesus, our wisdom from above, 

wealth and redemption, life and love. 

 Pilgrims they were, from unknown countries, 

 searching for one who knows the world; 

lost are their names and strange their journeys, 

 famed in their zeal to find the child: 

Jesus, in you the lost are claimed, 

aliens are found and known and named. 

 Magi, they stooped to see your splendour, 

 led by a star to light supreme; 

promised Messiah, Lord eternal, 

 glory and peace are in your name. 

Joy of each day, our song by night, 

shine on our path your holy night. 
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 Guests of their God, they opened treasures-- 

 incense, and gold and solemn myrrh; 

welcoming one too young to question 

 how came these gifts, and what they were. 

Gift beyond price of gold or gem, 

make among us your Bethlehem. 

Text: Christopher Idle (1938- ). © 1982 Hope Publishing Co. 

All rights reserved.  Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-719605. 

Following the Communion there will be a pause for silence. 

The Commissioning of the Community 
  One body are we. 

 All: For, though we are in many places, we spiritually share one bread. 

Prayer after Communion  

  God of all the nations of the earth, guide us with your light. 

Help us to recognize Christ as he comes to us 

in this eucharist and in our neighbours. 

May we welcome him with love, 

for he is Lord now and for ever. 

 All: Amen. 

Closing Blessing (Chalking the Door) 

During Epiphany-tide (following 6th January or the Sunday nearest) family and friends may 

gather at the main entrances to homes/places of work/places of worship and ask God's blessing 

on their dwellings and on all who live or visit there. 

 

  Peace be to this house of God and to all who enter here. 

 

 Deacon: A reading from Proverbs: 

  "By wisdom a house is built, and through understanding it is established;  

through knowledge its rooms are filled with rare and beautiful treasures." 

 

 Presider: Let us pray: 

  Gracious God, 

as a shining star once guided the magi 

to the birthplace of the infant Jesus, 

so enable those who meet here to be your light in the world; 

through Jesus Christ we pray. 

 All: Amen. 
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Using chalk (hence, "Chalking the Door"), people are invited to inscribe the lintel of their home 

(the horizontal frame above the door) with the inscription shown below. The letters C M B come 

from the traditional (9th century) names for the "three sages" -- Caspar, Melchior & Balthazar. 

Some also suggest "Christus Mansionem Benedicat" which means "May Christ bless this 

dwelling!"  We will do the same to our Church door: 

  20 + C + M + B + 21 

 

A reading from Isaiah:  

"The effect of righteousness is peace, and the result of righteousness, quietness and 

trust forever. My people will abide in a peaceful habitation, in secure dwellings, 

and quiet places." 

 

Let us pray: 

  Sovereign God, we pray that you will bless this church and all who visit here with 

your gracious presence, that in this year ahead this may be a place where our 

community may come together, that your love may be our inspiration, your 

wisdom our guide, your truth our light, and your peace our benediction; through 

Jesus Christ we pray. 

 All: Amen. 

 

All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of their baptism. 

  May the Lord watch over our going out and our coming in, 

from this time forth and forevermore. 

 All: Amen. 

 

Blessing 
  Christ the Son of God perfect in you the image of Divine glory 

and gladden your hearts with the good news of God’s reign; 

and the blessing of our loving God, 

Creator, Word, and Holy Spirit, 

be among you, and those whom you love, 

and remain with you always. 

 All: Amen. 

 

Dismissal 
  Let us go in peace to love and serve our loving God! 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude   

 

 



 13 

 

 

Readings for January 10th – The Baptism of Our Lord 

Genesis 1:1-5 If baptism is understood as a new beginning, it is appropriate to read for this day 

the story about the beginning of the cosmos and the foundational relationship God has with all 

of creation.  

Psalm 29 Here is a union of natural storms with the voice and activity of God. Creation does 

not exist simply for the sake of humanity.  

Acts 19:1-7 Paul affirms the connection between the gift of the Holy Spirit and Baptism.  

Mark 1:4-11 Mark’s account of Jesus’ baptism draws on elements of the creation story – water, 

Spirit, and word of affirmation. 

 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  

EVENSONG 

Every Sunday – sung by a small ensemble of Choral Scholars 

Evensong is a contemplative, musical and prayerful liturgy, ideally suited to the end of the 

week and the close of day, and to this current time when we have been asked to avoid 

congregational singing, but still long for the depth and beauty of a choral liturgy. 

 

Evensong will be livestreamed on the church Facebook page and available via the website 

www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca  

 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

The following people have asked for our prayers.  

Please keep them in mind as you go through your week.

Hagos, Tsigay & family 

Anne 

Harriet 

Philip & Lisa 

Rhoda 

Silvana Carr 

Carolyn 

Nicholas 

Patrick 

Derek 

John 

Linda 

Helen 

David & Pat 

Gary 

Liz 

Lorraine 

Richard 

Merle 

Marion 

Blanche 

Iris 

Cathy 

Jessie 

John 

Olga 

 

http://www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca/


 

 

 

 

 

The Anglican Church of St. John the Divine 

 
Stewards 

People’s Warden:  Joan Huzar 

Associate Warden:  Lorraine Gates 

Envelope Secretary:  Jim Harlick 

Rector’s Warden: Michael King 

Associate Warden: Karen Coverett 

Treasurer:  David Buckman 

Parish Council 
Susan Bansgrove, Carol Denton, Marguerite Heppell,  

Penny Holt, Erin Kelly 

Synod Delegates 

Karen Coverett, Joel Hefty, Bill Huzar, Joan Huzar 
 

Staff Supporting the Ministry of St. John’s 

Rector:  The Ven. Alastair McCollum 

Associate Priest:  The Rev’d Canon Kevin Arndt 

Associate Priest: The Rev’d Bill Tarter 

Deacon:  The Rev’d Patrick Sibley 

Curate: Stephanie Wood 

Director of Music:  David Stratkauskas 

Family Ministry Coordinator:  Ruth MacIntosh 

Parish Administrator:  Carol-Ann Zenger  

Honorary Assistants 
The Rev’d Derek Dunwoody / The Rev’d Canon Andrew Gates 

The Rev’d Jane Reid 

 

1611 Quadra Street, Victoria, BC  V8W  2L5       Tel. 250-383-7169 / Fax 250-381-3573 

pastoral@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca or for urgent calls only, use 250-516-9565 

www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca    facebook.com/St.JohnVicBC 

twitter.com/StJohnVicBC     e-mail:  admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca 

 

 

 
 

mailto:pastoral@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca
http://www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca/
http://www.facebook.com/St.JohnVicBC
http://www.twitter.com/StJohnVicBC
mailto:admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca

