St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
“People of Christ Making a Difference”
119 N Church Street
Lexington, SC
1st Sunday after Christmas
December 27, 2020
WELCOME TO OUR VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE!
During this time of social distancing here are a few things to remember:
We are back to regular office hours Monday through Friday. Please don’t hesitate to let us know
how we can help! The pastors are available by calling the church (359-6562), calling the Crisis
Care Line after hours (808-6471), or emailing them (pat@sslc.org and/or
jasonantley@earthlink.net)
If you visit our website (www.sslc.org) you will see additions to the main page. On your phone,
please make sure you are on the full website (just scroll down and click the icon that says full
website). At the top you will see SIX RED BOXES. Here are the details:
Box 1) “Weekly Bulletins” – which will correspond to the services on YouTube.
Box 2) “Virtual Communion” – explanation and instructions for communing at home during virtual
worship.
Box 3) “Click Here For Our YouTube” – where you can click to participate in our virtual worship
services, or you can copy and paste tinyurl.com/SSLCWorship into your browser to take you there
directly. Services will be livestreamed at 12:30 PM on Wednesdays and 8:30 AM on Sundays.
Box 4) “Latest Church Update” – where we will post the latest COVID-19 church update.
Box 5) “Online Giving” – Don’t forget to support our ministry during this time apart by either
mailing your donations to the church (119 N Church Street, Lexington, SC 29072), giving online, or
giving through the Givelify app. This may also be a time to consider direct deposit giving. For
more details please call the church office to contact our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya
Reynolds.
Box 6) “Green Sheet Announcements” – this is the green bulletin insert you would normally get
on Sunday.
If you need any sort of assistance (ie needing food, getting groceries or prescriptions, going to
medical appointments, anything at all), please call the church office or one of the pastors. We
have folks who are willing to help in any way they can! Please take time to call folks who may not
have a strong network and may be in need. Neighbors helping neighbors is one way we can be
“People of Christ Making a Difference!”
We will continue sending out emails but you can also check out our website and our Facebook
page for updates. God bless you! We love you! Stay safe out there!
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GATHERING MUSIC
GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
A MOMENT FOR PEACE
PRELUDE

“O Come, All Ye Faithful”

Arr. Aaron Shows

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the Holy One of Israel, the Word made flesh, the Power of the Most High, one God,
now and forever.
Amen.
Gathered in the name of Jesus, let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor.
Gracious God,
in Christ Jesus you come among us as light shining in darkness. We confess our failure to
welcome this light. Forgive us and renew our hope, so that we may live in the light of your
grace, and welcome the truth of Christ the Lord. Amen.
I bring you good news of great joy for all the people: To you is born a Savior, Christ the Lord. Your
sins are forgiven in + Jesus’ name.
Amen.
CHRISTMAS DIALOGUE
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
And also with you.
A child has been born for us, a son given to us.
He is called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
The Word was made flesh, and we beheld His glory.
Oh, come, let us worship Him.
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them has light shined.
We have beheld His glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father.
For to us a Child is born, to us a son is given.
In Him was life, and the life was the light of humankind!
Today Christ is born, today salvation has appeared.
Today the just exult and say, “Glory to God in the highest! Alleluia!”
THE SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
FIRST READING

Isaiah 61:10--62:3

10

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with
the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom
decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 11For as the earth
brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will
cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations. 62:1For Zion’s sake I will not
keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until her vindication shines out like the dawn,
and her salvation like a burning torch. 2The nations shall see your vindication, and all the kings
your glory; and you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the LORD will give. 3You shall
be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM

Psalm 148

1

Hallelujah! Praise the Lord| from the heavens;
praise God | in the heights.
2
Praise the Lord, | all you angels;
sing praise, all you | hosts of heaven.
3
Praise the Lord, | sun and moon;
sing praise, all you | shining stars.
4
Praise the Lord, heav- | en of heavens,
and you waters a- | bove the heavens.
5
Let them praise the name | of the Lord,
who commanded, and they | were created,
6
who made them stand fast forev- | er and ever,
giving them a law that shall not | pass away. R
7
Praise the Lord| from the earth,
you sea monsters | and all deeps;
8
fire and hail, | snow and fog,
tempestuous wind, do- | ing God’s will;
9
mountains | and all hills,
fruit trees | and all cedars;
10
wild beasts | and all cattle,
creeping things and | flying birds;
11
sovereigns of the earth | and all peoples,
princes and all rulers | of the world;
12
young | men and maidens,
old and | young together. R
13
Let them praise the name | of the Lord,
whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over | earth and heaven.
14
The Lord has raised up strength for the people and praise for all | faithful servants,
the children of Israel, a people who are near the Lord. | Hallelujah! R
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SECOND READING

Galatians 4:4-7

4

When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 5in
order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children.
6
And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba!
Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day
in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. Alleluia.
THE HOLY GOSPEL

Luke 2:22-40

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2nd chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
22

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, [Joseph and Mary]
brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the law of the Lord,
“Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), 24and they offered a sacrifice
according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”
25
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and
devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26It had been
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s
Messiah. 27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in
the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 28Simeon took him in his arms
and praised God, saying, 29“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to
your word; 30for my eyes have seen your salvation, 31which you have prepared in the presence of
all peoples, 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” 33And the
child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 34Then Simeon blessed
them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in
Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—
and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 36There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years
after her marriage, 37then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but
worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 38At that moment she came, and began to
praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.
39
When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to
their own town of Nazareth. 40The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor
of God was upon him.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON

Pastor Jason

SERMON

Pastor Jason
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HYMN OF THE DAY

“What Child Is This”

ELW 296

What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary's lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet while shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the king, whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary!
Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here the silent Word is pleading.
Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borne for me, for you;
hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mary!
APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL

OFFERING
It is during times like these that we notice an even greater purpose for our ministry and life together
in Christ as we love and support each other and the world around us. Don’t forget to support our
ministry by mailing your offering to the church, giving online (www.sslc.org) or through the Givelify
app. This may also be a time to consider direct deposit giving. For more details please contact
our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, at (803) 359-6562.

Anthem

"Joy to the World"

Arr. Aaron Shows

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray together.
Gracious God, you came to us as one unknown, bringing joy and salvation to the earth.
Nourish us at your banquet table, that with all who welcome your birth we may proclaim
your peace, revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
hrist welcomes you to this Holy Meal of the Baptized! This Holy Sacrament is a fundamental
part of how we participate in worship and receive Christ’s body and blood, given and shed for
us for the forgiveness of our sins. It is customary to use bread and wine for this meal, however
with the given circumstances we invite you to find whatever is most appropriate in your context for
your family to share. As you gather together to receive the real presence of Christ found in, with,
and under the elements, be assured that the gifts we are given by God in the Holy Sacrament
transcend space and time. May we be fed and nourished by God through this meal so that we
may persevere and continue in discipleship this and every day.

C

(As the ministers give the bread and wine, they say these words to each communicant:
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ shed for you.
The communicant may say: “Amen.”)
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BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us from your very self with the
body and blood of Christ. Through this mystery, send us forth to proclaim your promise to a world
in need, through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

BENEDICTION
May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the joy of the angels, the
eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of the magi, the peace of the Christ child, and may
almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever.
Amen.
SENDING HYMN

“Go, Tell it on the Mountain”

ELW 290

Refrain: Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and ev'rywhere;
go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born!
While shepherds kept their watching o'er silent flocks by night,
behold, throughout the heavens there shone a holy light. Refrain
Down in a lonely manger the humble Christ was born;
and God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. Refrain
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news that Christ is born!
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

“Angels from the Realms of Glory”

Arr. Edwin Childs

The Poinsettias used to enhance our worship services today may be picked up after worship. The
church will also be open today on the circular driveway side from 12:30–5PM for flower pick-up.

The Church Staff
Crisis Care Line: 808-6471
Website: www.sslc.org
The Rev. Dr. Patrick W. Riddle
The Rev. Jason T. Antley
Mrs. Shannon Burnett, Director of Family Life
Mrs. Bailey Slice Parker, Music Director
Mr. Stephen Abbott, Seminarian
Mrs. Beth Haggard, Preschool Director
Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, Parish Administrator
Mr. Eric Abramson, Sexton
The Rev. Dr. Dennis Bolton, Pastor for Welcome and Visitation
Mrs. Sylvia Looney, Organist Emeritus
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