
 

Week 1: “Friends” 
 

Introduction (Read aloud before discussion.) 

 

The need for and the ability to form deep friendship are two distinguishing characteristics 

of what it means to be human. From the beginning of creation, God has intended for us to 

walk in deep friendship with Him and with each other.  
 

Sermon Discussion (Use as a guide for dialogue, let God lead, and read the verses 

aloud.) 

1. Read Exodus 33:7-16. What can we infer about Moses and God’s relationship? 

What was the defining mark of the Israelites? What set them apart from all the 

other nations? What should we, as believers, seek as the foundation for our 

friendships with other believers? How can we do that? 

 

2. Read John 15:12-17. How does Jesus see his disciples? Why? This is just before 

Jesus is arrested. What do you think Jesus was thinking and feeling in regards to 

his disciples? How does this context add depth or meaning to what Jesus is saying? 

 

3. In John 15:17, what would be some of Jesus’ last words to his friends, Jesus tells 

them to love each other. Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-7. How does Paul describe love? 

How can we apply this to our friendships with others that are following Christ? 

How can we apply this to our friendships with those that aren’t following Christ? 

 

4. Read 1 John 4:7-12. Since love comes from God, how would we go about growing 

in love if we are struggling to love a brother or sister? What is a practical step we 

can take? How can our friendships be used to help us grow deeper in our faith? 
 

 

Ministry Time (Invite the Spirit of God to come. Say, “Come Holy Spirit.”) 

 

Ask for God to reveal any reasons why you might be hesitant to dive deeper into 

friendship. If you feel comfortable, share with your group and pray for each other. 

 



 

Ask God to take you into deeper levels of friendship with Him. Ask that you would feel 

so secure in who you are as His child that you would grow in honesty and vulnerability 

with your friends. 
 

Spiritual Formation (This is a weekly practice as we seek to be with and like Jesus.) 
 

Ask each other these questions to intentionally go deeper: 

1. How are you doing, really? (No fake answers) 

2. How is your walk with God going? 

3. What areas of your life are you trying to grow in? How can we support you?  

Don’t forget to check in with each other throughout the week. 
 

Daily Reading (Tune into the daily “Together On Mission” podcast, and let’s start 

every day with Jesus.)  
 

MON 

Genesis 1 | Psalm 65 
 

TUES 

Genesis 2 | Psalm 66 
 

WED 

Matthew 12:46-13:23 | Psalm 67 
 

THUR 

Matthew 26:17-30 | Psalm 68 
 

FRI 

Matthew 26:47-56  | Psalm 69 
 

SAT 

Catch up on daily reading or choose a passage, any passage and enjoy  
 

     

Tune in next week for “Friends” - Week 2 

 


