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NOVA SCOTIA STRONG

Earth Day in the Parish of Blandford
by Claudia Zinck

In 2012, during a Messy 
Church event, Grandma 
started teaching kids to plant 
seeds. Many years we had 
“Planting Night”. As dance 
classes and sports events made 
finding a convenient night 
difficult.
Starting in January, the 

Parish of Blandford begins to 
prepare for Earth Day. 
Seed packets were printed, 

cut out and glued together. 
Lorraine Willis hand wrote 
plant names on all 360 packets 
prepared for the four events.  
Plastic plant markers had 

been cut out of margarine lids. 
About 180 had been labeled 
by mid March. The kit tags 
were printed, cut out and 
strings attached. Egg cartons 
were cut in half. Bags of 
potting soil and the snack bags 
to pack them in were ready.

Seeds were just starting to be 
purchased. We were almost 
ready for our work party. Every 
three weeks, we have service 
at St. Cuthbert, with a Parish 
Café afterwards. Everyone 
brings a bit of potluck to make 
a lunch. 
This is a great time to get 

people to help with a project, 
especially one that needs the 
120 kits assembled.
Two weeks before assembly 

day, the pandemic hit Nova 
Scotia. Event after event 
closed.
By the second week of April 

Grandma decided to make up 
thirty kits and put them out 
at the end of her driveway on 
Earth Day, April 22nd,  She 
thought maybe a few would be 
picked up. 
Kits are assembled in egg 

cartons inside a paper bag. 
Signs were made up. A notice 

was put on the Blandford page.
Then Grandma went to work 

her shift. The kits disappeared.
Facebook was filled with 

requests for more. That 
Saturday another 40 kits 
were prepared and all but 3 
disappeared. 
A total of 67 planting kits 

were distributed in the middle 
of Covid19. In a world of 
isolation, community still had 
a way to celebrate Earth week.
In the world of uncertainty 

that we are facing, gardening 
is becoming active again. 
Maybe it was an activity one 
afternoon for the children, but 
many families started gardens. 
In a world of fear, smiles and 

laughter filled a community
All this due to a few seeds 

and soil packed in an egg 
carton.

Electoral Synod 2020
By the time you are 

reading this edition of 
the Diocesan Times 

you will know that we have 
had to give notice that the 
special session of Diocesan 
Synod called to elect a new 
diocesan bishop, will not 
be able to take place. The 
synod was to have gathered 
on May 30. The continued 
attempts to deal with the 
outbreak of Covid-19 by the 
declaration of a public health 
emergency has made the 
Synod gathering impossible. 
The constraints placed on the 
numbers of people permitted 
to gather in one place and 
the restrictions on inter-
provincial travel mean that 
it will not be possible for a 
quorum of members of synod 
to be present. On May 30, 
5 people (or as many as are 
allowed by the Nova Scotia 
government) will gather at All 
Saints Cathedral and use the 
provisions of Canon 1, section 

12 to officially postpone the 
Synod.

All the other requirements 
for the Synod have been met:
• the lists of eligible 

members of the Synod 
have been prepared 

• the Episcopal search 
committee has received 
names proposed as 
nominees, those 
individuals were contacted 
and asked to submit the 
required consent and 
police record checks by 
April 20. 

• the eligible nominees were 
subsequently determined, 
and they were requested to 
submit written responses 
to a set of questions and 
other information about 
their life and ministry.

• as per Canon 1, the list of 
nominees was made public 
on May 16. Two weeks 
before the date set for the 
Synod to take place.

The Diocesan Council has 
selected September 12, 2020 
as the alternate date for the 
gathering of the Synod. The 
Synod will only take place if 
the limitations on the number 
of people permitted to gather 
have been lifted and there 
are no restrictions on travel 
between Nova Scotia and 
Prince Edward Island (i.e. 
no quarantine periods for 
inter-provincial travel). We 
will observe best practices 
for social gatherings at that 
time- physical distancing and 
the provision of hand washing 
and sanitizing facilities. The 
Canon on the election of 
a bishop has no provision 
for electronic balloting and 
requires the entire synod 
membership to be gathered in 
one place.

The written materials and 
video recordings made by 
nominees will be released 

by August 22. We remind 
members of Synod that the 
election of a bishop is a 
prayerful discernment, not a 
political process. We continue 
to encourage all members of 
the diocese to uphold: the 
nominees, the members of 
Synod and the whole diocese 
in prayer as we move toward 
the election of a new bishop.

In addition to the requested 
material, there will be a 
“Town Hall” panel gathering 
of nominees on August 29. 
This will take place at the 
Cathedral Church of All 
Saints and be moderated 
by the Episcopal Search 
Committee. This event will be 
live streamed and recorded.

The interim
Some people have asked 

about the possibility of 
Archbishop Cutler deferring 
the date of his retirement. 
Diocesan Canon 1 and the 

Canons of the Ecclesiastical 
Province of Canada make 
no provision to rescind a 
resignation once it has been 
accepted.

Our Diocese does have a 
canonical provision for interim 
leadership in the absence or 
incapacity of a bishop. This 
period is governed by Canon 
3. According to this Canon, 
the Diocesan Council will 
appoint a group of 3 clergy 
as diocesan administrators. 
Their duties are defined in the 
Canon. The administrators 
will provide oversight of 
the diocese but will have 
no liturgical function. 
They will serve until the 
consecration and installation 
of a new Diocesan bishop. 
The administrators will be 
appointed at the June 12-13 
meeting of Diocesan Council.

Photo: Planting kits awaiting pickup
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C O L U M N I S T

Praying alone, and yet, together
Some people count 

sheep when they 
struggle to find sleep. 

I have been counting the 
sheepfold that is my spiri-
tual home. Let me explain. 
As this time of self-isolation 
and pandemic, fear has 
become the new normal. 
My mind seems to be much 
too filled with worries to 
find the gift of sleep. I say 
my nightly prayers as has 
been my habit all my life 
but then when I roll over 
and settle in for that haze to 
descend and sleep to over-
come me, nothing happens. 
That is when I begin to re-
member all the family at St. 
Bart’s and say a small prayer 
for them.
How do I do this is by 

seat and row number as 
the airlines tell us! I start 
at the front of the church 

and going down one row 
and up the next I find I can 
remember all of the regulars 
by name and as I say their 
names to myself, I picture 
them in their place.

Sounds funny when I am 
sharing this, but it works! 
Because we are creatures of 
habit, we seem to have our 
favourite spots in church.  
I go up and down and pray 

for each person as I see 
them. This makes me feel 
like I am once again there 
with my spiritual family, 
sharing the hymns, the 
prayers and exchanging the 
peace. Then, as we go up to 
receive Communion I feel 
like we are a family around 
the table and it makes me 
feel secure, loved and safe. 
So, try it, you might like it! 

I know you will be surprised 
at how easy it is to place all 
the familiar faces in their 
places. 
I don’t forget the choir or 

the clergy either, they get 
special prayers of thanks for 

their leadership. The little 
ones of the family also have 
their own spot on my list, 
and I remember them and 
their teachers as they come 
in just in time to do their 
job of presenting the bread 
and wine and the gifts for 
the food bank. 
Try it some time when 

that blessed gift of sleep 
seems to be far away. It is a 
comfort for me and now has 
become a part of my nightly 
prayers.,” Try it.... you might 
like it”.

Stay safe, stay home and 
wash those blessed hands.

Aunt Madge

ST. BART’S BY THE BOG

Sarah Neish

A tale of two pies

One of the trends I 
noticed in our CO-
VID-19 isolation 

has been recipe-sharing: 
I was invited into 3 or 4 
email chains, and all-over 
social media folks were try-
ing and sharing recipes. In a 
word: YUM!
One friend sent me a 

recipe for a pie: a gorgeous, 
mouth-watering beautiful 
lemon-meringue delicacy 
that was surprisingly easy 
to make. He included some 
great tips based on his expe-
riences baking - everything 
from the perfect lemony 
pucker to the ideal tempera-
ture for setting meringue. 
Suffice to say, I ate much 
larger portions than are 

recommended. 
It reminded me of a differ-

ent pie story from long ago 
and far away. I had been 
plucking weeds in the yard 
when a neighbour stopped 
to offer her (rather critical) 
commentary on the yard, 
and how “the last priest” 
had worked so hard, and for 
such long hours, that she 
just *had* to bake him a pie 
on a regular basis. My reply 
of “apple” puzzled her, until 
I explained that my pre-
ferred pie was apple in case 
she wanted to bake me one. 
She sputtered her refusal, 
that I as a woman should 
bake my own pie. 
It wasn’t, of course, a 

statement about pie, or 
workload, or my kitchen 
abilities. It was an example 
of the everyday sexism that 
remains rampant in our 
society. So much of the 
domestic obligations fall to 
women; cleaning, cooking, 
childcare, etc. This unpaid 
work is in addition to the 
regular paid employment. 
And while we are clos-

ing the gap, the reality of 
‘everyday sexism’ reminds us 
that we have a ways to go. 
Everyday sexism happens 

when we assign arbitrary 
gender roles, often without 
even realizing we do it: 
from a teen who believes 
dishwashing to be uniquely 
‘women’s work’, to someone 
assuming a parcel is too 
heavy “for a girl”, to the 
denigrating “young lady” 
being applied to a middle-
aged professional.  It’s boys 

being told that they run/
throw like a girl as an insult, 
or reviews that something is 
“so simple to assemble even 
the Mrs could do it!”, or 
wolf whistles and catcalls on 
a street. (Need more exam-
ples? www.everydaysexism.
com catalogues the experi-
ences of women around the 
globe. We have work to 
do!)
Everyday sexism happens, 

well, everyday! And it takes 
intentionality to recognise 
it, and stop it. But to do 
just that is to recognise the 
dignity and integrity of the 
person in front of us - the 
person that God loved into 
being to have those gifts, 
talents, and interests. So 
it’s up to us to celebrate the 
wondrous variety that God 
has given to us, and to lift 
up those skills. 
Because gender shouldn’t 

be a reason to keep us apart. 
And really: if someone 
wants to make you a pie, 
why not accept the fruits 
of the skills and time being 
offered?  

REV LAURA MARIE PIOTROWICZ

RECTOR, ST. JOHN’S, LUNENBURG



THE DIOCESAN TIMES - June 2020 PAGE 3

B I S H O P ’ S  C O L U M N

The Right Reverend Ron Cutler, 
Bishop of the Diocese of Nova 
Scotia and Prince Edward Island

Liminal Time
Over the past 12 years of episcopal ministry, I have 

found the writing of a bi-monthly, then monthly, 
article for the Diocesan Times to be challenging, 
something that our editor, Paul Sherwood, can attest 

to. Sometimes, it was figuring out what topic may be of inter-
est to members of the diocese, sometimes it was the pressures 
of other responsibilities that squeezed out the time for this task 
and it was always challenging to condense often complex topics 
down to 700 or 800 words. Then there is the fact that grammar 
is not my strong suit and that I generally write the way I speak! 
Frequently, Marianne has edited my writings before they have 
ever gotten to the editor of the newspaper. Given these things, 
it is hard to believe this is the last of these columns that I will 
“speak’ as diocesan bishop.

These past few months have not unfolded as I had imagined. 
We have been experiencing a global pandemic which has af-
fected almost every aspect of our daily life. It has forced the 
church: local, diocesan and national, to change practices which 
have long defined us. We have not defeated the Covid 19 virus 
and we may not get to the place where we have treatments or 
protection from it for many more months. As the disruptions 
have continued and as we have begun to adapt to the restric-
tions on physical gathering, shopping, travelling, working and 

schooling, we are beginning to won-
der how many of theses changes will 
have a lasting effect. 

Dealing with change, anticipating 
change, preparing for change has been 
a constant throughout my time as a 
bishop. In fact, it has been a constant 
throughout the almost 4 decades that 
I have spent in ordained ministry. 
We are in a major time of transition 
and the “new thing” which is emerg-
ing is not very clear to us. In the past 
few months, I have been introduced 
to the term “liminal time”. Liminal 
comes from the Latin word ‘limen’ 
or threshold. “Liminal Time” is “in 
between time” and there are a couple 
of specific ways that our diocese is 
experiencing this.

First, the immediate, practical sense 
is that there will be a change of lead-
ership in the diocese and despite my 
careful planning, there is not going 
to be a seamless transition from one 
diocesan bishop to the next. Instead, 
the diocese will have a small team of 
administrators for a period of months 
between my retirement and the instal-
lation of a new diocesan bishop. The 

duties of the administrators are found in Canon 3. During this 
time, the diocese will be clarifying a “Mission Action Plan”, a 
document which will set out priorities for the immediate future 
of ministry throughout the diocese.

Second, the in-between time goes much further than a change 
of bishop, it also encompasses the changes that have come about 
due to the pandemic and their lasting effect. At some point, 
many of our routines may return to a pattern that we are more 
familiar with, however, we will be different. The shared experi-
ence will have changed us. The question is “how”? My earlier 
call to a time of prayer to discern “What’s next?” is now more 
important than ever. There is a great diversity in parishes and 
these transitions will be experienced differently around the dio-
cese. In this moment, there are more questions than answers. 

As restrictions start to ease, my suggestion is that we not seek 
to rush to answers or simply to return to pre-pandemic routine 
in haste. Despite the numbers of losses we have experienced, 
we have seen ministry: proclamation, education, pastoral care, 
mission and outreach actually grow in some places. We have 
also seen ministry suffer in places. The loss has been most keenly 
felt in a lack of physical gathering and the attendant struggle to 

maintain community. Will a renewed value on authentic com-
munity change the way we will function in the wider culture? 

Most of our formation for discipleship happens in worship. 
Now that we have experimented with alternatives to traditional 
worship, will this change how people are shaped as Disciples of 
Jesus? We have entered the area (ever so tentatively) of the new 
media platforms. We have truly moved beyond the walls of our 
buildings with our offerings of worship; the question is whether 
we will go back?

Does the church have anything to say in a time of anxiety? 
When physical distancing has become the norm, a people whose 
identity is shaped by physically sharing a loaf of bread and cup of 
wine may be seen as even more counter-cultural than before.

We have also faced significant financial disruption and it has 
meant the greater adoption of alternate means for making and 
receiving offerings for ministry. What part of this will continue? 
Will the decrease in offerings and fundraising cause an accelera-
tion in the restructuring of local ministries?

Brandan Robertson writes: “What are we to do at such a 
threshold moment? . . . In moments of transition, we are sim-
ply to be. We are to pause and acknowledge that a transition 
is taking place. Instead of seeking to abruptly pass through a 
threshold, we are to tarry. . . .  A new reality is emerging, but we 
cannot see beyond the threshold. All we know is that we exist in 
this moment, where everything is in transition. We may experi-
ence a new way of being, but we cannot yet sense what it will 
look like.” [1]

I want to finish with some words of thanks. Thank-you for 
placing your trust in me 12 years ago. Thank-you to all the 
people who have been walking in the liminal time and have 
been seeking faithful ways for us to move forward in God’s mis-
sion. Thank-you to the Synod Office staff, who work so hard in 
unseen ways, to support the ministry taking place in parishes all 
over the diocese. Thank-you to our leaders in those parishes, 
both clergy and lay, whose countless hours of devotion to the 
work of faith make such a difference in people’s lives. Thank-you 
to those who have taken the risk of faith, stepping forward at a 
time when to proclaim belief in God is not very easy or well ac-
cepted. Thank-you to those who are engaged in God’s mission, 
both joyfully proclaiming and enacting the Kingdom of God. 
Thank-you to all who have offered me hospitality over the many 
years of travelling the highways and byways of the diocese.

Peace be with you. Peace is not the absence of trouble; it is the 
still centre in the middle of the storm. May you be blessed with 
peace.

+Ron

[1] Brandan J. Robertson, “On the Threshold of Tomorrow, 
Liminal Space,” Oneing, vol. 8, no.1 (CAC Publishing: 2020), 
58-59.

Does the church have 
anything to say in a 

time of anxiety? 
When physical 

distancing has become 
the norm, a people 
whose identity is 

shaped by physically 
sharing a loaf of bread 
and cup of wine may 
be seen as even more 
counter-cultural than 

before.
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Provisions along a road not travelled
The UN flight taking 

us into Goma Zaire 
was an out of the body 

experience. In early August of 
1994 we had flown into Zaire 
once the Cholera epidemic 
killing 2,000 Rwandan 
refugees a day settled down. 
We were parachuting into the 
pit of hell on earth! One huge 
question loomed. What could 
we do?
I will never be able to fully 

process this experience. The 
trauma experienced will at 
some level affect me for the 
rest of my life. It sent me into 
a depression that existed well 
after my marriage and the 
birth of our children. Was 
it; a) the first mass grave we 
witnessed, b) the dead bodies 
lying beside the road, c) the 
2000 orphaned traumatized 
children, sitting on the floor, 
eerily quiet, under the roof of 
a giant Care Canada tented 
hospital in the largest UN 
Refugee camp, d) those we saw 
dead and dying in the hospital 
tents, e) the traumatized 
people we encountered 
between camps?
I should not have been 

surprised at God’s care. He 
provided us with a senior 

and Christian SAS officer, 
someone who had guarded 
Queen Elizabeth and Lady 
Diana, and who remained 
with us night and day, for our 
whole stay in the camps and 
in Goma. He provided us with 
safety as gun battles broke out 
nightly around our residence 
in Goma. The Lord provided 
us with a team of volunteers 
from around the world who 
did their best in the children’s 
camp. Although we could feel 
the deep presence of evil, we 
felt God even more. 
Canadians and the rest 

of the world are currently 
experiencing another major 
traumatic event. This is a 
road never travelled along a 
route called the Corona-Virus. 
Thousands have died around 
the world. In the days to come 
many more will succumb to 
the virus. In this road never 
travelled we must search for 
God during this time. We must 
search for His provisions. We 
must search and discover how 
God will use us as individual 
providers to those suffering. 
We must identify and search 
for the routines and rhythms 
that will give us the focus and 
purpose that we will need day 
by day. And in this essential 
search we will find the Lord 
faithful. He is Jehovah Jireh!
In the midst of the Coved 

we may feel anxious when 
listening to the news. 
Confined in our homes we 
may find ourselves bored 
. It will be difficult being 
separated from loved ones in 
hospital, seniors’ homes, or 
at a distance. Mobility has 
been restrained. Emotionally 
we may at times feel restless, 
angry, low, irritable, afraid. 
The only certainty at times 
may be uncertainty. The life 
events that we wanted to 

celebrate, (a prom, graduation, 
birthday, an anniversary, a 
funeral of a friend or loved 
one) are put off, and may 
not be held going forward. 
Seemingly cruel to us, loved 
ones in hospitals and nursing 
homes are off-limits. Our new 
limitations can create within 
us a feeling of disappointment 
and even despair. The new 
normal may also affect our 
closest relationships with 
those we love and who we are 
now in close contact with on 
a daily basis.  This may mean 
that as patience occasionally 
runs thin, bickering arises and 
tempers flare.
Rhythms and routines, and 

how we sustain them will 
greatly enhance our emotional 
wellbeing. Some of the aspects 
of those routines which can 
help to sustain us could be; 
the practice of daily spiritual 
disciplines, (prayer, bible 
reading/study) support within 
and outside of the home, the 
limitation of media into our 
lives,  exercise, pet support, 
personal hygiene if we have to 
leave briefly for the necessities 
of life, keeping social 
distancing outside the home,  
journal writing, positive 
distractions like a puzzle or 

a family game, reading that 
book you have been putting 
off, working on home repair, 
contact through various media 
(phone, email, zoom) with 
friends and family. 
And in the working out of a 

daily routine, with intentional 
coping mechanisms, let’s 
not forget, “we are all in this 
together.”  And it is key to 
look for God’s provision. We 
may be surprised as we look 
clearly in the mirror each 
morning. That provision may 
mean God using us in how we 
reach out with a virtual hug to 
those we know and love who 
are alone and lonely. How can 
we become a cup of cold water, 
the hands and feet of Christ, 
a provider for someone who 
needs something, someone?  
This is a time for creativity 
when we too ask “what can we 
do to help others?”  
 “A generous person will 

prosper; whoever refreshes 
others will be refreshed. “  
Prov 11:25

Dr Bryan Hagerman
St Paul’s Outreach Counsellor

BRYAN HAGERMAN

Dear Diocese,
I read the latest (May) 

edition of the Diocesan 
Times yesterday and began 
my contribution for the June 
edition this morning. So much 
has changed in a month! 
That change is expected to 
continue. Today, the future is 
so very uncertain. As it was for 
the disciples so long ago.
By the time you read this 

we will have moved through 
the Easter Season and will be 
celebrating Pentecost. As we 
read in Acts, “2 When the 
day of Pentecost had come, 
they were all together in one 
place.” As human nature 
dictates, we will stubbornly 
find ways of “being together”. 
Today, as I write this, being 
physically together is a threat 
to our health and our lives, so 
we persist in coming together 
in creative ways socially and 
spiritually, while remaining 
physically distant. 
Like so many others, I 

participated in online worship 
on Easter Sunday morning. 
That evening, our family came 
together through the marvels 
of technology. We dug out 

our Trivial Pursuit games. 
(Everyone has one buried 
somewhere in the basement or 
a closet, right?) We played the 
game in a way that truly was 
the next best thing to being 
there. For a few short hours, 
we relaxed and had fun at a 
time when no one was relaxed, 
and we all huddled in fear. 
These past few months, like 

most clergy in our diocese I 
developed competencies I 
never would have dreamed 
would be required for ministry, 
so we could gather together.  
I have learned to arrange, 

manage, chair or facilitate 
Zoom meetings. And this past 

week I became a YouTube 
“eco-evangelist” spreading the 
good news about the miracle 
of God’s creation and how 
loving our neighbour means 
ensuring a healthy planet for 
generations to come. 
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=xKb-tVvkYEg
Environmental, climate 

or (using church language) 
“creation” activists have 
been meeting perhaps more 
than ever, united in their 
commitment to caring for the 
planet.  In our diocese, since 
all face to face gatherings 
are on hold, the idea for a 
proposed workshop morphed 
into weekly Zoom gatherings 
of people, most connected to 
the Environment Network, 
most Anglicans, building 
community, keeping us 
connected, spirituality 
grounded and motivating us to 
on-going action. 
The action may have 

changed but the goal remains 
the same, to “strive to 
safeguard the integrity of God’s 
creation and respect, sustain, 
and renew the life of the 

earth”. Anglicans committed 
to a planet where all of God’s 
creation will be healthy and 
flourish, where all living 
beings are our neighbours. 
The numbers coming 

together every Thursday 
evening grow (everyone is 
welcome) as we cover various 
environmental topics during 
“Physically distanced - 
Spiritually connected through 
Creation”.  
We need to maintain the 

momentum because as a 
people of hope, as we move 
into the future together, this 
extraordinary time in history 
can be an opportunity, a 
second chance, a time to live 
out that baptismal vow in ways 
we never imagined. 
Today, less traffic means 

a reduction in carbon 
emissions. Trips to the mall 
and shopping, are no longer 
recreational activities. We 
have determined which 
material goods are essential 
and reduced unnecessary 
purchases.
Today, as much as we 

would never minimize the 

tragedy to those who became 
a victim to Covid-19 and 
their families, we hear stories 
of hope; of cleaner water, 
cleaner air, growing our own 
food in backyard gardens and 
balconies. 
As nasty and difficult as this 

virus is, do we really want 
to life to return to the old 
normal? As the new Christians 
so long ago established the 
church, they embraced a new 
normal. We call it Pentecost. 
Loving each other, within 
their community and outside 
their community. That was the 
priority.  
Maybe, once this virus is over 

and we are no longer huddled 
inside and hidden away, like 
so many of the disciples were 
after the crucifixion, maybe 
we can embrace the idea of a 
new normal ensuring that the 
world will be healthier and 
kinder, where we tread lighter 
on God’s creation.   
Sending prayers from the 

outer world,
Rev. Marian Lucas-Jefferies

N E W S  F RO M  AWAY

Rev. Marian Lucas-Jefferies
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MISSION (is) POSSIBLE: 
Diocesan stories of people responding to God’s call    
 “Christ In the COVID-19 Community”

By Rev. Lisa G. Vaughn

The church has left the 
building!

For years many of us have 
been trying to move our 
congregations to think and 
do ministry outside and 
beyond our sacred spaces. The 
coronavirus pandemic has now 
forced us out of our buildings 
and some parish leaders are 
responding with creativity, 
boldness and faithfulness. 
Greatly challenged by physical 
distancing restrictions, rather 
than giving up or passively 
waiting for things to return 
to ‘normal’ (as if they ever 
will), lay and clergy are 
communicating, caring and 
teaching from a distance. 

Here are a few examples:  
THE COLLIERIES PARISH, NS

From Rev. Dorothy Miller, 
rector of this Cape Breton 
parish which includes All 
Saints’ New Waterford, Good 
Shepherd Dominion, St. 
Mary’s Glace Bay, St. Paul’s 
Port Morien and area.

 A live Facebook 
online worship Sundays 
at 11 a.m. gathers growing 
interest. These services 
incorporate alternate 
Anglican liturgies from 
New Zealand, East India, 
Church of England, 
Scottish Liturgy, and Celtic 
favourites from Iona, 
Scotland. 
Rev. Dorothy says, “This 
has given us an opportunity 
to explore new liturgies as 
well as Fresh Expressions of 
Church that were identified 
in our Revitalization efforts 
and information contained 
in some of the focus groups 
we’ve done.” She’s noticed 
that a number of people 

have joined them for 
virtual worship who’ve not 
been inside a church for a 
while. Additionally, a kids’ 
talk is featured weekly, with 
the priest engaging young 

children with an object 
lesson using her Wonder 
Box. A variety of parish 
voices have been added 
as well as in-house music 
offerings. 
 A weekly Bible study 
on Zoom is beginning 
to connect with people 
outside the parish. “This 
week a woman who joined 
the Bible Study told me 
that she had been enjoying 
the online services,” 
explained Rev. Dorothy. 
“Although she did not 
have a good experience of 
church in the past, she is 
now becoming engaged and 
interested.” 

 Ecumenical Services 
broadcast on Coast Radio, 
Sundays at noon. Six 
denominations from the 
Glace Bay and surrounding 
communities are involved 

in recording these worship 
times. These are organized 
through The Collieries 
Parish. “Parishioners who 
are not online tell me how 
much they appreciate these 
services,” said the priest. 
 The Collieries Parish 
uses their Discretionary 
Fund to partner with 
Undercurrent Youth 
Program. This support for 
missional and/or outreach 
projects had been for 
the school lunch bag 
program for youth. Today 
parishioners are pitching 
in to see that 500 lunches 
are distributed weekly. 
A hygiene program for 
homeless youth is in the 
works.
 The Sewing Guild 
at St. Mary’s sewed 150 
sleeves on gowns for staff at 
a local senior’s home. 

THE PARISHES OF PORT HILL 
AND ALBERTON-O’LEARY, PEI

From Rev. Ann Bush, rector 
of the Parish Port Hill, which 
includes St. James’ Port Hill, 
St. John’s Ellerslie and St. 
Peter’s Foxley River. She is 
also priest-in-charge of the 
Parish of Alberton-O’Leary.

 Blog Messages – 
‘Kathleen Bush – Whisper’ 
webpage, as it’s titled, was 
originally established to 
help promote her book.  
www.authorkathleenbush.
com 

“Once it was made clear 
that meeting for worship 
was not happening anytime 
soon, I began to blog on a 
weekly basis as a substitute 
for a Sunday sermon,” said 
Rev. Ann. It was shared 
around to both Parishes 
and many began to use it. 
“I had some encouraging 
comments left by those 
who had read it,” she said. 
“I have no idea of the 
missional impact except 
it is out there on the …
web and friends across the 
world reported reading it 
and appreciating what was 
written.”
 Memorial Service 
online – A special live-
streamed worship was 
hosted on Facebook for 
an important annual 
community event usually 
held at St. John’s Ellerslie. 
On April 19th this evening 
service to remember all 
who had died in faith was 
hosted, including their 
musician Joyce, who played 
and sang the hymns. The 
pair rehearsed ensuring the 
service went smoothly. 
Although Rev. Ann was 
not familiar with Facebook 
and hosting live services, 
she received technical 
advice from friends. Now 
a weekly Sunday liturgy is 
offered. “One big handicap 
in our rural parishes is 
that not everyone uses 
a computer,” she said. 
“I did not want them to 
go without so … since 
shutdown we deliver by 
mail-drop, printed copies of 
the service and sermon plus 
little inspirational cards 
and Easter treats.”

PARISH OF NEW GERMANY, NS

From Rev. Catherine Robar, 
associate priest in the parish 
which includes St. John in the 
Wilderness New Germany, St. 
Andrew’s West Northfield, 
Transfiguration Newburne, 
and surrounding area. 

 Seasonal Surprise 
Greetings to children and 
youth – The Parish Life 
Committee in planning for 
Eastertide decided to share 
messages of love with kids 
and young people in their 
community. (This special 
ministry is in addition to 
their regular e-mail updates 
and bulletin mailings to 
adults who don’t have 
access to computers.) In a 
parish with 72 households, 
the team assembled, hand-
addressed and snail-mailed 
51 packages! Preschool and 
elementary-age children 

received an Easter card 
with their name on it, 
Easter story, activity and 
colouring sheets, along 
with a note to the parents. 
Teens’ packages, for youth 
in junior high to age 20, 
included a conversational-
type letter, four Easter 
stories and two activity 
sheets.
One might ask, how 
did they identify 51 
children and youth in 
a rural area? Firstly, the 
congregational leaders 
updated the parish list, 
complete with birthdates 
and addresses. They 
gleaned names, ages and 
addresses from Baptismal 
registers, old Sunday 
school attendance lists and 
through connections with 
congregation members. 
The group was clear on 
their ‘why’ in sending out 
these letters to kids and 
teens. “To let them know 
they, too, are loved and 
valued members of the 
family of God,” said Rev. 
Catherine, sharing that re-
portedly the children were 
delighted. “What child 
doesn’t love getting mail?,” 
she said. “One parent re-
ported that her daughter 
was ‘over the moon’ and 
was so pleased the ‘mail 
driver’ gave this to her. An-
other mother of a teenager 
thanked us, saying the let-
ters arrived on a day when 
they especially needed to 
know someone remembered 
them.”
As a follow-up the Parish 
Life Committee is phoning 
parents to initiate a con-
versation about ways the 
parish can help them and 
their children, what further 
materials, activities, or sup-
port they might be able to 
provide. “We are hoping 
the parents and children 
will know we care about 
them, maybe ask questions, 
and will perhaps gather 
with us for activities when 
we can resume them,” said 
Rev. Catherine. 

During a pandemic when 
many are isolated two impor-
tant lessons emerge: “Everyone 
- young or old - needs to know 
someone cares!,” said Rev. 
Catherine Robar. 

Rev. Ann Bush says, “I now 
believe mission is possible in 
these impossible times!”

“This could be a great time for you to think 
about God. To think about why your par-
ents brought you to church for Baptism 
or worship. (Maybe even ask them about 
that.) To consider the big questions of love 
and life and death, how can faith make a 
difference.” – an excerpt from the letter to 
young adults.

Photo: The Collieries Parish partners with Undercurrent Youth Program, 
providing bag lunches and hygiene items. Working with youth at risk in the 
Glace Bay and New Waterford areas, Pastor Dave Sawler is coordinator. 
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By Cathy Lee Cunningham, 
Rector, Church of the 
Good Shepherd, Beaver 
Bank

“Gatherings for me, at their 
best, allow us to be among 
others, to be seen for who we 
are, and to see. The way we 
gather matters, because how 
we gather is how we live.”
- Priya Parker, The Art of 

Gathering: How We Meet and 
Why It Matters
Priya Parker has a mission: 

to teach us how to “gather 
better”. Parker knows that 
this pandemic time — which 
has no specific end in sight 
—  represents a massive 
opportunity for us to go deeper 
and grow closer together, 
even as we learn how to 
meaningfully be “together 
apart.”
Her book, The Art of 

Gathering: How We Meet and 
Why It Matters was published 
in 2018. Now, she’s turning 
her attention to translating 
that work for use in the online 
sphere — ZOOM Church, 
anyone?
Parker believes that this 

pandemic stay-at-home 
experience we’re enduring 
is best used as a generative, 
creative time that re-imagines 
the way we do things, taking 
time to courageously open 
ourselves to deeper love for, 

and understanding of, one 
another through conversations 
and experiments that we 
might otherwise avoid. And, 
she believes we can have fun 
doing it!
Meaningful Gatherings: 

Beginning How-To’s

The foundation for success 
is built on having ongoing, 
frequent, holy, inclusive-
of-everyone, conversation, 
that honours the sharing of 
personal stories expressing 
dreams, hopes and fears. 
Note: Static, “my-way-or-the-
highway” opinions are banned 
from the process because we 
know they build barriers to 
meaningful encounters, not 
bridges.
1. Ask the Community. In 

your online gatherings, go 
straight to the community. 
Intentionally set time aside to 
discuss what THEY think will 
work, what THEY perceive 
the needs to be in this time 
and place, from their own 
point-of-view. What would 
make virtual gatherings 
meaningful for them and help 
them through these times? 
What elements would they 
include to make the gathering, 
meeting or worship service 
more meaningful, inclusive, 
healing?
2. Co-Create Ground 

Rules.  Ground rules “create 
a common social contract 
to allow everyone to enjoy 

each other”. Doing this 
at the outset, as a kind of 
thoughtful communal pause, 
gives participants space to 
consider “how we want to do 
this together,” in a way that 
is inclusive, loving and brings 
out the best in each.
3. Embrace the Passover 

Principle. Referencing the 
question asked by our Jewish 
brothers and sisters at the 
Seder Supper, Parker suggests 
that we embrace what she 
calls The Passover Principle: 
by asking, “How is this night 
— worship service, gathering, 
meeting — different than 
all other nights, services, 
gatherings, meetings?”

Some other questions you 
might ask:
• How can we create a 

sacred virtual space 
together? Remember, “On 
Zoom, you can build the 
‘room’ through a dozen 
windows.”

• Should we all place our 
cameras in front of a black 
wall or in a   part of our 
home that is particularly 
meaningful to us?

• How can the technology 
work for us? Bring us even 
closer together?

• How can we include 
those who don’t have 
access to the internet or 
technology? How can the 
old-fashioned telephone 
be utilized to best effect, to 
include those who might 
otherwise be excluded?

• What temporary 
inventions do we need 
to create, to fulfill needs 
now?

• What collective 

witnessing, marking and 
holding needs to happen 
now?

• What do we crave, to 
be together, and do 
together? What can we do 
meaningfully, while we are 
apart?

There is no one-size-fits-
all magic formula. Every 
congregation needs to do 
the work to find out what 
elements are most meaningful 
for its members. The best 
gatherings, the ones that stir 
the soul and heal the heart, 
are those that are custom-
tailored to the needs of those 
gathered.
WATCH

Priya’s TED Talk:
https://www.ted.com/talks/

priya_parker_3_steps_to_turn_
everyday_get_togethers_into_
transformative_
gathgerings?language=en
#t-288564
Priya’s “Together Apart” TED 
Connects Conversation
https://www.ted.com/talks/
priya_parker_how_to_create_

meaningful_connections_
while_apart

DOWNLOAD: 
• Guide for Virtual 

Gatherings | www.
priyaparker.com

READ:
• The Art of Gathering: 

How We Meet and Why It 
Matters: Riverhead, 2018.

• The Full Guide: How 
We — Very Successfully 
— Use Zoom and the 
Telephone to Grow 
Closer Together www.
beaverbankchurch.com/
zoom-church-guide

One thing is certain: We 
will never be able to go back 
to the way things were. We 
have been radically dis-
oriented, shaken to the very 
foundations, changed forever.
The way we use this time of 
dis-orientation will determine 
the very future of the Church 
and her parishes. The future 
is in our God-created hands, 
in our conversations and the 
answers we find together to 
our questions. God needs 
us now, to turn even more 
fearlessly toward one another, 
that we might grow closer 
together, apart.
Because how we gather now 
will show the world — as no 
other time could — how we as 
followers of Jesus live.

If you need any help, 
assistance or resource 
suggestions to move through 
this time of pandemic, contact 
me directly at cathylee@
cathyleecunningham.com and 
find me on social media @
vocapeace.

Photo Credit: Juan Di Nella on 
Unsplash

Rev. Cathy Lee 
Cunningham

How to grow 
closer together, 
apart
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It’s a New Day!
COMMUNICATION IS CRITICAL
By Rev. Lisa G. Vaughn

People need to hear from 
their faith community right 
now. Swirling uncertainty, 
growing anxiety about the 
pandemic and grief related 
to recent tragedies, all have 
folks around us seeking help. 
Communication is critical to 
supporting parishioners and 
the wider community.

Government officials and 
medical experts provide 
essential direction and advice 
related to health, safety 
and other citizen-related 
responsibilities. There often 
is a gap for spiritual and 
pastoral guidance. Lay and 
clergy leaders are called to step 
up, step in and offer timely 
and clear communication, 
especially since we are 
restricted in our physical 
gathering opportunities.

Public relations expert, 
Aaron Kwittken in his 
Forbes.com article titled, 5 
Communications Questions 
All Nonprofits Should Ask 
Themselves During This 
Coronavirus Pandemic, 
says clarity is the key for 
organizations in their 
messaging. 

“When sending an 
update to stakeholders, be 
transparent, be human, and 
don’t beat around the bush. 
Honest communications are 
paramount in the current 
climate as people crave 
transparency and authenticity 
more than ever before. If you 
don’t have a firm answer, 
explain the options being 
weighed and when you expect 
to know more,” writes Aaron 
Kwittken.

Leaders need to share 

relevant information at this 
time, and not pretend that it is 
church as usual. “Post stories, 
anecdotes and updates about 
how your nonprofit is taking 
action and helping others,” 
says Kwittken, the founder 
of KTW Global. “Push out 
content that highlights what 
you are doing to help people 
get through this crisis or look 
back on the past to remind 
them how important the 
organization will continue to 
be in the future.”

 Congregations have 
various ways to keep in 
touch with parishioners and 
others. Here are some tips 
to help sharpen your efforts. 
COMMUNICATE…

REGULARLY –
It is almost impossible 
to communicate too 
much. In fact, a lack of 
communication is often 
a leading issue in church 
conflicts. Parishioners want 
to be informed and know 
that their faith community 
is active and cares about 
staying in touch. Little or 
no communication can 
foster apathy and hasten 

people to drop-out from 
active participation in 
the congregation. At its 
worst poor, irregular or 
vague communication 
can lead to distrust for the 
organization.

WITH CLARITY–  
Although people 
desperately want to 
hear from their church 
community it is important 
to be concise. Folks are 
coping with information 
overload, are struggling 
to concentrate or focus 
their attention, so the 
message and formatting 
needs to be attractive 
and easy to comprehend. 
Long paragraphs, overly 
wordy letters with few or 
no images, black letters 
on white background – 
these can lose a recipient’s 
attention in less than a 
minute.   

TO REINFORCE – 
Remind your audience 
of the key messages you 
need to share. Just because 
you stated something 
of importance once or 
twice does not mean that 
everyone received the 
message. Be careful of 
assumptions that ‘everyone 
already knows that.’

WARMLY – 
Remember you are 
Christian family 
connecting with other 
family members. This is 
no time to use a formal 
business tone in your 
messaging. People are 
seeking reassurance, 
belonging and the 
knowledge that they are 
not facing the future 

without loving support. 
Share about how you 
are missing one another 
and how you value your 
relationships as brothers 
and sisters in Christ. Be 
sure to express your heart-
felt appreciation for all that 
parishioners are doing to 
be the church right now. 
Include specific examples of 
thankfulness.   

ABOUT GIVING– 
Many congregation 
members are ready, willing 
and able to help out their 
communities. Give them 
ideas and clear instructions. 
Whether it is how to 
support the local food bank, 
the youth shelter needing 
hygiene items, a nursing 
home requiring cloth 
masks, pocket prayer shawls 
for mail-outs, soup for a 
sick resident or the odd-job 
squad, tell them how. They 
also may want to know 
how to financially support 
your ministries. People are 
seeking this information 
and are glad to help. Don’t 
make it difficult for them 
to give or they will give 
somewhere else.

HOW TO GROW – 
Staying home means people 
may have time on their 
hands to read, pray and 
grow spiritually. Provide 
enrichment resources 
and ideas for people to 
study their Bibles, watch 
an interesting video 
on YouTube, explore 
different forms of prayer 
and other creative 
spiritual disciplines. Make 
materials available or share 
website links. Encourage 
congregation members to 
join in Zoom sessions to 
learn and pray with others. 
Ask them to invite their 
friends who are not active 
in a faith community. 

CONTACTS – 
Tell people how to get 
in touch with the parish, 
especially if they need 
anything. Provide phone 
numbers, e-mail contacts, 
website address, Facebook 
group name and the 
mailing address. This 
invites people to reach 
out and be engaged with 
the congregation and its 
ongoing activities.  

HOPE – 
Lastly and most 
importantly, communicate 
the Gospel hope of 
God’s loving presence, 
resurrection and promise of 
new life. Whether on the 

phone, online or in print, 
share inspiring scripture, 
faith stories and always 
pray. 

A variety of approaches 
to communication are 
required these days with our 
generational differences. A 
revised congregation list with 
the various contact details is 
time very well spent. While 
some may prefer a phone 
conversation, others may wish 
to receive a text or Facebook 
update. Consider who you are 
connecting with, and what the 
most appropriate methods are. 

Missionally speaking, 
to broaden your church’s 
relationships with lapsed or 
new people, create a list of 
those who are connected, but 
not necessarily considered 
regulars. Think about 
opportunities to communicate 
with them and how you might 
serve them. Again, carefully 
discern the who and then the 
what and how. 

As difficult as this pandemic 
season is, it is a favourable 
time to experiment and try 
new ways to communicate 
with people in your 
community. All over the 
place people are looking for 
hope, opportunities to help 
and relationships that reflect 
genuine love and care. This 
is who we are. As the writer 
of Hebrews (6:19a) says, “We 
have this hope, a sure and 
steadfast anchor of the soul.” 
Let’s communicate this Good 
News! 

Rev. Canon Lisa G. Vaughn 
is the Diocesan Parish Vitality 
Coordinator. For articles, 
inspiration and insights on 
congregational vitality and 
mission see the Facebook page 
“Parish Vitality Coordinator 
– Diocese of NS & PEI”, and 
the Anglican Net News, “Six-
Minute Study”.

Rev. Lisa G. Vaughn, Diocesan 
Parish Vitality Coordinator



THE DIOCESAN TIMES - June 2020 PAGE 8

WHAT’S NEXT? 
A season of Pentecost prayer & discernment

Pentecost season, a perfect 
time to pray! The church 
calendar’s weeks from the 
Feast of Pentecost on May 
31st onward, emphasize the 
work of the Holy Spirit.
Beginning with the ‘birthday 

of the church,’ congregations 
and parishioners are 
challenged to recommit to 
pray – for local parishes, all 
who are baptized, lay and 
clergy leaders and for the 

election of our new Diocesan 
bishop. Pray for our church 
to wisely and boldly respond 
to transition during this 
time of pandemic, to create 
and sustain Christ-centered, 
mission-minded- ministering 
communities of faith.
Visit our Diocesan What’s 

Next? Webpage for a variety of 
prayer and devotion resources.  
See: www.nspeidiocese.ca/

CONTINUING COVID-19
PANDEMIC RESOURCES
In many ways the future for 

the next while will be quite 
uncertain. When and how will 
we gather again, especially in 
ways that ensure protection for 
those who are vulnerable to 
this deadly virus? As faithful 
people of God’s church, 
we continue to serve with 
compassion, respond to needs 
around us, worship, study and 
pray. 

As we navigate this time, the 
Diocesan website provides a 
wide variety of practical and 
devotional resources. From 
instructions about at-home 
prayer, how to improve online 
worship, mental health 
pastoral supports and best 
practices for phone ministry, 
this site is updated regularly. 
Check out the recorded 

sessions related to stewardship 

called Growing Gratitude: 
Options for Offerings., These 
are offered through YouTube 
videos and SoundCloud 
podcasts (audio). 
See the COVID-19 Diocesan 

web page:    www.nspeidiocese.
ca
(Click on the COVID-19 

link, then see horizontal 
GREEN bar at the top.)

PASS THE TIMES
HELP US SPREAD THE GOOD NEWS

When you’ve finished with your copy of 
The Diocesan Times, leave it in public 
places where others can enjoy it.

• doctors’ offices
• seniors’ centres 
• libraries 
• hospitals 
• book swap boxes

HELP US SPREAD THE G
When you’ve finish
The Diocesan Times
places where other

A POD OF PEAS
BY CANON C. RUSSELL ELLIOTT

The dry shell of an early planted pea cracked open 
in my hand and there it was, seven peas neatly 
grown together yet each quite independent;
a sign and symbol of our social life at its best. 
It is the renewed world or a Garden of Eden! 

Each pea has its own space  to live and grow 
without being pushy; 
it gives more than it receives  or takes. 
If it takes more than it needs, 
it sickens in its overweight; 
and strangely enough, the more it gives
the healthier it becomes;
a symbol of social life at its best! 
Surely the Kingdom of God as defined or described 
by Jesus in His ministry! 

A theology or Christian theology short of this
 must lack a ring of authenticity or  credibility.
My garden may not be Eden
but it challenges many a theological assumption
to verify itself.
A pod of peas may well be a pot of gold!
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Call me...

Teach us to pray:
a pearl of great price
On the dedication page of 
a book I’ve used for many 
years in my daily prayers, 
(“Each Day & Each Night” 
by J. Philip Newell) are these 
words: “To my Mother and 
Father who taught me to 
pray”. 

What a beautiful 
acknowledgment, 
one I admit that 

I’ve wondered if my children 
could make about me. I do 
remember saying prayers with 
my children in those sleepy 
moments at the end of the 
day. Whenever we sat together 
for the evening meal, we held 
hands and said a Grace likely 
familiar to many of you: “God 
is great, God is good, and 
we thank Him for our food.” 
Our son especially embraced 
this ritual, so much so that, 
for a time, even meals in a 
restaurant or on a picnic could 
not begin without clasping 
hands, pinching eyes shut and 
offering these words. 
On Sundays, both our 

children frequented whichever 
church we attended. As we 
are a two-clergy family we 
were seldom all together for 
worship, but our children 
regularly participated in a 
weekly Eucharist and Sunday 
School program, so I am 
confident that they were 
exposed to prayers, some of 
which they even came to 
know by heart, but I am not 
so sure I “taught” them to pray 
. . .
The phrase “saying prayers” 

may well be indicative of 

the problem. I’m the first to 
acknowledge that the world is 
replete with beautiful prayers, 
many from our own Anglican 
tradition. I have always loved 
to read the written prayers of 
others, not only for what they 
help me say to God, but for 
what they say to me. However, 
saying prayers and praying are 
not necessarily the same thing. 
I’d also be the first to say that 
our church has not always 
been dependable in teaching 
parishioners “how” to pray. 
Many people I’ve encountered 
don’t feel confident to offer an 
impromptu prayer, claiming 
their words are not poetic 
enough, not articulate enough. 
By extension, we’ve not been 
much help to parents. In a 
world so in need of prayers, 
surely it is time to recommit 
ourselves to the task – and 
privilege to teach others to 
pray, beginning perhaps, with 
our children.
As useful as resources may 

be to get you started, the best 
way to teach someone to pray 

is to have a regular prayer 
practice yourself.  Mother 
Mary Claire, Superior of the 
Sisters of the Love of God, 
once observed “for those who 
truly desire a life of prayer, 
the only way to achieve it is 
by praying.”  Setting aside 
a time and place to pray is 
a wonderful way to invite a 
child “in” to experience a 
deepening relationship with 
God. There’s really no need 
for sophisticated formulas. 
Reviewing the day past with 
a child gives insight into 
the concerns they carry, and 
glimpses into their needs. It is 
also a time to foster gratitude 
for blessings. These gentle 
reflections can reassure a 
child that everything can be 
entrusted to God – even, and 

perhaps especially, the things 
we are sorry for and our resolve 
to do better tomorrow.  
Prayer is an on-going 

conversation with God, 
possible at any time of day. 
As with human relationships, 
honest conversations can 
deepen friendships. Spending 
regular time with God in 
prayer acknowledges the 
Divine in the ordinariness of 
daily life.
Children learn the 

importance of prayer by 
watching and listening as 
adults pray. 
While prayer is simply “talking 
to God”, prayer also involves 
listening. Helping children 
cultivate an inner – and outer 
quietness instills a sense of 
prayer time as being sacred 

ground.
Establishing a prayer life 

takes practice, patience and in 
the desert times, persistence. 
Sharing your own struggles 
with prayer – as well as the 
joys of drawing closer to God 
also helps to root faith in 
fertile ground.  Prayer can be 
likened to the pearl of great 
price discovered by a merchant 
who sold all that he had in 
order to purchase it. Teaching 
others to pray is to give a great 
gift – priceless and enduring. 

Rev. Frances Drolet-Smith
Diocesan Representative, the 
Anglican Fellowship of Prayer

Photo credit: Vicki Fioratos

Rev. Frances Drolet-Smith



Bible 
Crossword
by Maureen Yeats

MAY Solution

JUNE Puzzle

June Puzzle Clues
ACROSS:

  -1- “Does a _____ pour forth … both fresh 
and brackish water?” (James 3:11) issue of water 
(6)
  -5- “As long as the earth endures … _____ 
and winter …shall not cease.” (Gen.8:22) (6)
-10- Claude _____, French painter. (5)
-11- “Do not store up for yourself _____ on 
earth.” (Matt. 6:19) valuables (9)
-12- Most strict (8)
-13- Bring together (6)
-15- Movable barrier for closing an entrance-
way (4)
-16- In an impertinent manner (10)
-19- Coloured altar hangings (10)
-20- Capital of Peru (4)
-23- Human voice box (6)
-25- National emblem of Ireland (8)
-27- Plant that bears grapes (9)
-28- Cutting implement (5)
-29- Tool used for shaping wood or stone (6)
-30- Object to be aimed at (6)

DOWN:

  -2- “When the day of _____ had come (Acts 
2:1) 50 days after Easter (9)
  -3- “We _____ to do what is right.” (2Cor. 
8:21) have in mind (6)
  -4- “They went to a place called _____.” 
(Mark 14:32) garden east of Jerusalem (10)
  -5- “The good _____ are the children of the 
kingdom.” (Matt. 13:38) offspring (4)
  -6- Communications (8)
  -7- “The _____ was a formless void.” (Gen. 
1:2) world (5)
  -8- Charmed (6)
  -9- Large hawk that feeds on fish (6)
-14- Penalty for an offence (10)
-17- Fossil marine arthropod (9)
-18- British wrenches (8)
-19- Assert without proof (6)
-21- Joints between the feet and the legs (6)
-22- Person addicted to cigarettes (6)
-24- Arrive (5)
-26- Herb often used in making pickles (4)
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Thompson’s Moving & Storage

www.thompsonsmoving.ca

WANTED! Parish News
Send your news & photos of activities happening in your parish.

diocesantimes@gmail.com

John D. Steele’s
Sons Limited

Manufacturers of Marble,
Granite and Bronze Plaques, 

Monuments, Tables,
Slabs and Markers

Write or call for a Free Booklet:

PO Box 173, North Sydney, NS B2A 

3M3

Telephone: 902-794-2713 
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 We are a ‘one another’ faith
Cynthia Pilichos, Anglican 
Church Women Board

As I contemplate the 
Anglican Church Women 
column for the June 2020 
issue of The Diocesan Times, 
I wonder how much more 
grief we can bear. With 
the horrific rampage and 
massacre of the weekend 
following Easter, claiming 
the lives of 22 innocent 
people in Nova Scotia, 
in the midst of a global 
pandemic, we learn on 
the last day of April of 
the confirmed loss of life 
of one of our military in 
a helicopter crash in the 
Ionian Sea, with five more 
yet to be found, a helicopter 
based out of Halifax. 
Nova Scotians are no 

strangers to tragedy. In 
slightly more than a century, 
we have experienced the 
world’s greatest man-
made explosion (prior to 
the atomic bomb), the 
Halifax Explosion; the 
mine disasters of Springhill 
and Westray, to name two; 
and the Swiss air crash 
in St. Margaret’s Bay. In 
all of these shattering 
events, we have shown 

extraordinary courage, 
strength, resilience, and 
resolve. And, we have been 
supported in this resolve, 
Nova Scotia Strong, by 
the thoughts, prayers, and 
loving actions of so many 
within our immediate 
neighbourhoods and around 
the globe. For Anglicans, 
as people of faith, we have 
been sustained by the power 
of God, which is able to do 
“more than we can ask or 
imagine”.   

Be strong and 
courageous. Do not be 
afraid or terrified . . . for 
the Lord your God goes 
with you; he will never 
leave you nor forsake 
you. Deuteronomy 31:6

As Christians, we are 
a “one another” faith, 
a phrase that is heard 
100 times in the New 
Testament. We are called 
upon to love, care, and 
pray for, build up, support, 
encourage, serve, and 
forgive one another. 
These and other “one 
another” exhortations are 
all to emphasize that we 
are asked by our Lord to 
be in relationship with 
one another, because we 
are in relationship with 
Him. These days we are 
experiencing how we relate 
to one another in ways 
that have us physically 
distanced, making it more 
than ever important that 
we foster and nurture 
these essential bonds of 
connection. 
The Anglican Church is 

very blessed to have a “faith 
partner” in Canada – the 
Anglican Foundation – a 
feature of the Anglican 
Church that really promotes 
the “one another” aspect 
of our faith. There are so 
many ways that parishes, 
groups, and individual 
benefit in doing God’s 
mission upon the receipt 

of an Anglican Foundation 
grant. However, the success 
of the Anglican Foundation 
and its ability to offer 
financial support depends 
on regular contributions 
from Anglicans. 
It is easy to overlook 

providing financial support 
to this faith partner in the 
face of grief, especially when 
this grief is combined with a 
global pandemic; however, 
it is at just such a time 
that we need to commit / 
recommit our support to our 
faith partner – the Anglican 
Foundation: a contribution 
of any size is welcome. 
I am proud to say that 

the Anglican Church 
Women Board, as well 
as the women’s groups 
in the parishes, has been 
especially supportive of 
the Anglican Foundation 
in the past number of 
years. Indeed the Anglican 
Church Women Board has 
encouraged parishes, parish 
groups, and all Anglicans, 
women and men, to make 
an annual contribution to 
the Anglican Foundation 
so that its benefits can be 
realized across Canada.  

A cheque payable to the 
Anglican Foundation of 
Canada, addressed to: 80 
Hayden Street, Toronto, 
Ontario M4Y 3G2 is 
one way to contribute. 
Another way is on line:  
www.anglicanfoundation.
org (click on Donate to 
make a secure gift through 
CanadaHelps.org). On-
line contributions are the 
easiest to process these 
days, because of personnel 
working from home, but 
good old fashioned cheques 
via Canada Post are still 
very welcome!
As we face these 

challenging times with 
resolve and faith, remember 
your faith partner in 
Canada – the Anglican 
Foundation - and the 
words of the late Calvinist 
Christian, Corrie ten 
Boom, who, herself, faced 
unbelievable challenges in a 
concentration camp, having 
offered refuge to Jews, 
refugees, and Resistance 
fi ghters in the Netherlands 
during World War II: 
“Never be afraid to trust an 
unknown future to a known 
God.” 

Nova Scotia 
stands strong
By Anne Williams

The events of April 
19/20th were 
devastating and mind 

boggling for the rural region of 
Chignecto.
The Covid 19 crisis was 

manageable in isolation 
compared to the impact of the 
terrible tragedy of so many 
senseless murders of 22 people.
It was particularly close to 

home for St. James Church in 
Shubenacadie, for although we 
lost no members of our parish 
family, the site of the killing 
of Constable Heidi Stevenson 
and Joe Webber, and their 2 
burnt cars were within sight 
if St James Church. Gina 
Goulet lived not far from 
the church also. Constable 
Chad Morrison who was shot 
several times, was just a few 

minutes away from St. James 
on Highway 2.
Although we grieve and pray 

for the families of all those 
mourning their loss, we as a 
Church have no permanent 
priest for our consolation. Our 
wardens phone each member 
of the parish weekly, for this 
and the pandemic issues.
Barry Stone, one of our 

Licensed Lay Ministers, 
starting on Monday April 
21, rang the church bell 22 
times each morning for the 22 
victims, on his way to work. 
The bells were also ringing on 
the Friday evening at 6pm and 
7pm for the two vigils.
In Milford- part of the parish, 

just 6 kms from St James, an 
RCMP cruiser with 4 members 
armed with long guns parked 
across the road in the high 
school driveway awaiting the 

gunman. One of the constables 
came across the road to a 
seniors complex, where 3 
units are occupied with St. 
James parishioners. At the first 
apartment and told the lady 
to go back to her bedroom 
and close her door. He stood 
in her doorway for an hour 
until he heard that the shooter 
had been killed. He did not 
pass there, instead took the 
back road and unfortunately 
stopped at Gina Goulet’s home 
and killed her
 This has been a terrible 

event that will not soon be 
forgotten.
  Our Faith in a God who 

protects us no matter what the 
circumstances, will console 
us in our deep concerns for 
ourselves and others.
  He will strengthen us to be 

NOVA SCOTIA STRONG!
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Missing your Anglican 
Journal and Diocesan Times? 

You can reconnect and renew
your subscription here!

Name: ______________________________________

Address: ____________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Postal Code: _________________

Church/Parish: _____________________

Cut out this coupon and put it in your 
collection plate or mail it to:
Anglican Journal & Diocesan Times,
80 Hayden Street, 
Toronto, ON M4Y 3G2

Or online: https://www.anglicanjournal.com/newsubscription/

He’s wondering why his February 2020 
edition of The Diocesan Times and the 
Anglican Journal didn’t come.
He forgot to renew his subscription!

Image credit: Mel Malton

Bishop Ron says: 

“The Diocesan 
Times is our 

own newspaper. 
It tells our local 

parish stories and 
diocesan events. 

So renew your 
subscription and 
stay connected 
throughout the 

year.”

More questions than answers

So, what’s your new 
reality? Are you working 
from home? Or are you 
like me, retired and 
housebound. Does going 
to church mean pouring 
a coffee and turning on a 
screen to watch Facebook 
or YouTube? Do you attend 
“Zoom Meetings” regularly? 
Had you even heard the 
terms “Social Distancing” , 
“PPE”, and “Zoom meeting” 
six months ago? There is 
a quote that many say is 
a Chinese curse that goes 
“May you live in interesting 
times”. Please God, not this 
interesting!
Last weekend was one 

of the Saturday’s that 
we provide food for St. 
George’s Soup Kitchen. 
It was very strange to not 
enjoy the great fellowship 
of preparing the food at 
our Friday Night Kitchen 
Party and helping to serve 
it on Saturday afternoon. 
Rather four souls, practicing 
Social Distancing gathered 
Saturday to prepare and 
deliver the food which 
was offered as Take Out 
only. Still, we were asked 
to prepare enough for one 
hundred people. 
Even in our new reality we 

continue to have the poor 
and homeless with us and 
their new reality is probably 
a whole lot worse than ours. 
The homeless went from 
a horrible reality before 
this pandemic arrived to 
an even worse one as it 
set in. Perhaps society will 
learn a lesson from this 
and begin a real initiative 
to eradicate homelessness 
in this country. It can be 
done if the will is there. 
The other issue we need to 
address across this country 
is how we provide shelter 
for our elderly and ill. The 
death toll in some of these 
facilities is criminal.

What will our next reality 
look like? Before this began 
Anglicans around the world 
and certainly in our own 
Diocese were trying to figure 
out what the church will 
look like as we experience 
dwindling numbers and 
funds. I believe there are 
more part time clergy in 
this Diocese now than full 
time, a result of decreasing 
numbers and funds. After 
the closures caused by 
the pandemic what will 
reality for the church look 
like when things return to 
normal? Or will we ever 
know “normal” again.  Are 
we on a trajectory that will 

see no church buildings and 
very few clergy? Will it look 
more like the early church, 
where believers meet in 
private homes to form 
community?
As Archbishop Ron said in 

his Times article last month, 
“For an organization which 
most of the time seems to be 
allergic to change, we have 
embraced change in a truly 
remarkable way! “ I hope 
we can direct this change to 
better our society and our 
church. Can we bring force 
to bear on our governments 
and tell them it is not OK 
to return to having people 
in our society who have 

no where to live? Can we 
make them improve the 
conditions for our elders 
who must live in nursing 
and “retirement” homes? 
Most of us have lots of 
time on our hands so why 
not contact your MP or 
MLA and make your views 
known? 
It is inevitable that this 

pandemic will change our 
collective realities, both in 
greater society and in our 
church. What my reality 
and your reality will look 
like will be revealed at some 
point in the future.  In the 
interim, we can continue 
to support each other using 
whatever means we can. 
And we can pray that the 
reality of the homeless and 
those in care homes will 
change in a positive way. 
We can also keep looking 
for ways to positively reach 
out to those who our various 
outreach efforts have been 
helping since before the 
pandemic. Food banks still 
need food, the poor still 
need to eat, and almost 
every agency who helps 
these neighbours of ours 
accept monetary donations 
on web sites etc.

Rev Ray Carter

View from the Deacon’s Bench


